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Writing the introduction... I always write the introduction when I’m in the 
midst of the zine-finish, which means: stress, hectic, delay, all those things that 
piss me off... My apartment looks like goddamn MESS , my girlfriend is always 
mad at me, cuz I spend days and nights in front of my computer to finish this 
stupid zine, instead of going out with her for a candlelight-dinner. And she's so 
right! Really, she’d absolutely deserve someone better than a silly music-nerd 
like me. I love this girl, she’s the best! 

Oh my god, nagging nagging nagging, haha. You know why I start this issue of 
the zine with nagging? Cuz my friend Magnus from Sweden told me after 
CRKO #1 came out, that this zine would need a bigger »Fuck You« attitude. 
And I should stop all the »sorry, this is just a fanzine« blabbering. Hm, maybe 
he’s right, so fuck you, fuck you, and you ... fuck you, too! Oh, and the CRKO 
already got banned from one of the biggest Garagerock-mailorders in 
Germany, is that a good result on the »Fuck-U-Meter«?!? I can already tell 
you that these were the smartest words you could read in this issue, so if you 
expect any better than that: Fuck you! And sorry, this is just a fanzine, haha... 

So here you have the third issue of the CRKO Fanzine. If you hold this zine in 
your dirty little hands for the first time: Fuck you! And don’t be confused 
about our way of counting. First of all, we are dumb Germans. Second of all, 
even though there’s a »#2« on the frontcover, this is the third issue, cuz we 
started with a »zero-issue«. Got it?! Now go and buy all our back-issues, all 
with bullshit-content and a crappy vinyl-7inch (zero-issue with the STEVE 
ADAMYK debut-EP, #1 with the awesome GLOW KIT from Denmark). 

Once again this issue got a lot of delay (I wanted to release it in early spring 
and now it’s almost June) but I think this is a thing I’m getting used to. If you 
read some announcements from me with a publication-date ... just add 3-4 
months to that announced date. You know, a lot of things happened that kept 
me from finishing the zine: earthquake and fucked up nuclear power plants in 
Japan, my Mom went to hospital, Osama Bin Laden got obama’d, a girl in 
Texas got ben weaseled, gauntlets got thrown down to me, myspace died... 

Not all of those things affected me directly, but I need excuses, ya know. Fuck 
all this! 

Anyway, while I’m writing this I work on the last details of the zine and I really 
like what the whole CRKO-staff achieved this time. We fucked a few things up, 
but all in all I have to say that I still really like all the bands we featured this 
time, after I read every interview and article in this issue for a dozen of times 
and I should be sick and tired of it. Fuck you, I’m not! This zine rules! And I’m 
very proud that the mighty TOYOTAS delivered the 7inch for this zine! 

Thanx guys! And thanx again to Pete P.Trash for the collaboration! Oh oh, I’m 
getting too nice again ... thanx and fuck you allWW 

Besides of the zine I was busy with my small label Timmeheiehumme Records 
(aka THH Records) again and released a few 7inches: the Euro-tour-split-EP 
by STEVE ADAMYK BAND and SONIC AVENUES, the debut-EP by 
Sweden’s TERRIBLE FEELINGS, and a split-EP by Germany’s GOLDEN 
HELMETS and JIZZLOBBERS. Buy this stuff! I organized release-shows for 
both split-EPs and it was a shitload of fun! And while I’m writing this I’m wai- 
ting for the TERRIBLE FEELINGS to play my shitty hometown on June 13. 
Oh, I almost forgot: I’m still a jerk in internet- things, but I finally put up a 
blog-page for the CRKO zine and THH Records: www.crko-thh.blogspot.com 
I plan to upload old interviews and reviews there, too. We’ll see if I’ll do this or 
fuck up again, haha. And I already mentioned it: myspace is dying! Therefore I 
organize all my shit with evil Facebook now. But who needs the internet 
anyway? Fuck it and read this old-fashioned print-zine now! 
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OH CANADA! - THE CRKO - CANADA- SPE CIAL - PART 1 



By Bernd (Winter 2010 - Spring 2011) 


Oh Canada! - Yeah, what a cliche way to start this article, haha. But 
well, now you know what’s going on here! We’ll talk about Canada and 
its music. About certain music, of course! So if you wanna read about 
Bryan Adams, Shania Twain or RUSH here ... sorry, no way! Avril 
Lavigne, BILLY TALENT or SUM 41? Nah... Once again we’ll travel 
through the depths of DIY-music ... Punk, Garagerock, Hardcore ... 
whatever you wanna call it. In the last issue of the CRKO Fanzine you 
had your »Denmark-lesson« and I hope you enjoyed it. The feedback 
was very positive and I’m very lucky for that, thanx to everyone who 
replied! The reason that I picked Canada for this issue was obvious: In 
the last 2 or 3 years I personally got to know a lot of cool people and 
bands from Canada, especially the SEDATIVES and their various off- 
shoots. I’m still very proud that last year’s »zero-issue« of the CRKO- 
Fanzine was released together with the debut-single by Ottawa’s fan- 
tastic STEVE ADAMYK BAND. This had a great impact on the CRKO- 
Fanzine (the most obvious is that the CRKO-zine is written in English 
and not in German) and set some kind of a »Canada-bond« for this 
zine. I kept communicating with all those friendly Canucks, so this arti- 
cle happened just naturally. 

As you can read in the headline this is Part 1 of the CRKO-Canada- 
special. We’ll talk about Canada in the next issue, too, cuz this project 
grew bigger and bigger while working on it. In the last issue you read the 
CRKO-Denmark-special and I was talking about the »Daenish 
Monster« in that context, cuz it was such a shitload of work. So maybe 
I should name this article the » Canadian Behemoth « or something like 
that, haha ... Of course I should have known it! Denmark is »only« a 
tiny little state in northern Europe (with a great music-scene, of 
course). Canada is (measured by surface) the second biggest state on 
Mother Earth. Denmark has got 5,5 million citizens, Canada has more 
than 3 1 million. Okay, for being the second biggest state in the world by 
surface that’s pretty few people living there. But as I’m rating this with 
the »Cool-Band-0-Meter« it’s only natural that Canada has got a LOT 
of cool combos to offer. The piles of material for the Canada-special 
grew and grew in the last weeks, so I decided to split the article in two 
parts, cuz it was just too much to fit it in just one issue. The positive 
aspects: I have the chance to work on some more details on the topics 
in part 2. And: all the dear readers got something they can look forward 
to! The way it looks right now we’ll also have a great Canadian band on 
the upcoming 7inch, too! Yeehah! In part 1 we will look behind the cur- 
tain of certain Canadian cities and regions: Ontario (in particular 
Ottawa, Sudbury and Toronto), Montreal/ Quebec and a little glance 


on Nova Scotia, too. In part 2 we will focus more on Vancouver (there’s 
already a lot of material here) and other Western regions and maybe go 
more in depth on Toronto. At least I think so, but we’ll see what hap- 
pens on our journey... 

Some words on my approach to this article: I find it dull and boring to 
write a smart-ass know-it-all article on a certain topic. I don’t know 
everything about the things I’m writing of! And that’s cool cuz I learn a 
lot as soon as I start an article like this. I get interested in something (in 
this case Canadian music) andL’ve got a certain previous knowledge 
about it. But this is not about writing down the things I already know. I 
don’t sit in my ivory tower - I ask around, I get answers, I find out about 
interesting new facts and ... in the best case ... stumble about something 
cool that I’d never expected. Doing an article like this is more about 
sharing my enthusiasm with the readers than to distinguish myself as 
goddam’ Mr. Knowitall. I leave stupid behavior like that to others. So 
don’t expect this article to be the ultimate »last word« on Punkrock 
and DIY-music in Canada. I don’t know everything about this topic, I 
haven’t even been over there, I’m still in the midst of my »mission« and 
I will certainly forget or leave out things that some readers might con- 
sider as very important. But I’m always interested in your opinion! If 
you’ve got something to add or some good hints or facts or rumors feel 
free to write a mail! I’d really appreciate that! 

Okay, where was I ... ah, Canada! Of course I always knew about 
Canadian bands. Some of my favorites when starting with Punkrock 
were Poppunkers like CHIXDIGGIT (from Calgary) or Garagerockers 
like THE SMUGGLERS (Vancouver). But soon I discovered the 
Canadian »classics« like D.O.A. and - of course - NOMEANSNO. 
Both latter bands around since the late 70ies, »veterans« so to speak, 
and that’s why I think it’s a good way to start the CRKO-Canada-special 
with a nice little NOMEANSNO interview. Here we go... 

NOMEANSNO 

By Roman GG-Go 

Interview with John Wright, January 2011 

When did you start NOMEANSNO and which bands made you do it? 
Were there Canadian punk bands you loved? 

My brother and I started jamming together in 1978 and with a four 
track recorder that he had bought that summer we began to write and 
record as well. He was just getting into all the punk rock of the day but 
I wasn’t really into it until we went to see D.O.A. at the university of 
Victoria and I was converted. From then on we were discovering all the 
punk bands from Vancouver and Victoria was beginning to produce it’s 
own. 

In the early days, was it something like a scene? Were you in some 
way related to other bands like D.O.A. or other? 

There was definitely a vibrant western Canadian alternative scene. Not 
only D.O.A. but the SUBHUMANS, DAYGLO ABORTIONS, 
POINTED STICKS, YOUNG CANADIANS, MORAL LEPERS to 
name a few and by the early 80ies plenty more had sprung up. We 
released our first single in 1980 and had played as a two piece by ‘81. 
I had joined another local band, THE INFAMOUS SCIENTISTS, 
whose lead singer Andy Kerr eventually became the guitar player for 
NOMEANSNO. 

Which early Canadian punk bands and labels do you think were impor- 
tant, for you/at all and shouldn’t be forgotten? 

Important is a fairly subjective word but all the bands were instrumen- 
tal in generating a scene, cultivating an audience. It could be said that 
D.O.A. was a band that along with others defined West Coast hard- 
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core/punk rock that has gone onto 
influencing most rock music we 
listen to today. j 

How was playing punk back then? 

Where did you play? 

Shows were mostly DIY in Victoria, — — — — 
renting halls to play in and self pro- “ 
moted. There were essentially no I 
clubs to play in early on. Vancouver, pKif * 
a much larger city soon had a few | 

venues for shows and a lot of under- 
ground clubs, » Booze Cans« I 
sprouted up as well. Again the scene I 7 
developed mainly from within and I ' 
fans became promoters some of I 
which have gone to bigger things in I 
the industry others on to different I 
things. 

And what was easier to do? 
NOMEANSNO or HANSON BROTHERS? 

NOMEANSNO has been our main focus since 
the beginning. THE HANSON BROTHERS 
was a fun outlet to just rock out. In some ways 
it is easier but in others it is wearing. 
NOMEANSNO is us, the HANSONS are a 
show. 

Your first records, who put them out? And how 
did you contact the labels back then? 

The first releases were done on our own and 
only locally distributed. We didn’t get proper 
general exposure until we played in San 
Francisco and Jello Biafra decided upon seeing 
us that he would put »Sex Mad« on 
Alternative Tentacles and the rest is history. 
We decided in and around 1990 that with dis- 
tribution from Mordam Records we could start 
a label that would allow other bands to put 
together their own releases and get distribu- 
tion through us as a sort of Cooperative effort 
as Wrong Records. It was a mixed success but 
it remains the umbrella under which we are still 
distributed. 


Do you know about today’s new punk bands 
like the STATUES or all those bands from 
Ottawa from that great Going Gaga label? 

I’m not too familiar with eastern bands. There 
has always been a divide between east and west 
in Canadian punk rock. 4000 kilometers will 
do that. Not that we didn’t enjoy great audi- 
ences out there or that eastern bands went 
unnoticed here but the scenes were quite sepa- 
rate. Now I don’t keep up with a lot of music 
apart from some Local stuff that crosses my 
path. 

Which new Canadian bands do you like? 

We have always liked to bring other Canadian 
bands with us over to Europe when we are able 
and the two latest ones are THE PACK AD 
and INVASIVE. They are based in Vancouver 
and are an example of the creativity and quali- 
ty of Canadian music. Montreal has boomed 
lately as an international focus. However, most 
of us have to get out of Canada to make a go of 
it as it is a small country who listens primarily 
to two kinds of music: Country and Western ... 
oh and Celine Dion, ugh... 


Is DIY still important for you? Do 
you still do all the label work your- 
self? 

We still record and manage our- 
selves. Southern looks after distribu- 
tion in Europe and online. Our stuff 
is mostly unavailable in North 
America but we have always relied 
primarily on our live shows to gener- 
ate income. With the internet now 
being the main outlet for bands now 
it makes DIY essential but it is now a 
vast sea and lacking in a coherent or 
cohesive scene on which there was 
support to grow. Punk has become 
somewhat stagnant and regenerates 
what has come before. I still enjoy 
most the bands who try to step out 
of cookie cutter and hope there 
once again comes a thirst generally 
for original music. 

Any fanzines you liked back then? Do you 
read new ones like ‘Mongrel Zine’ from 
Canada? 

Never was a big fanzine collector or reader but 
did a hell of a lot interviews with them. They 
were part of the cultivators and I suppose not 
unlike Bloggers of today. We knew that we 
would speak to those interested in us through 
those publications and not really the main- 
stream press. Fanzines made a difference. 

Do you think/know you influenced bands? 

I presume that we have. Certainly we are listed 
as influences occasionally by various bands. 
I know I was and still am inspired by other 
musicians and that’s what musicians do, they 
listen copy interpret shuffle up and redeal 
everything they hear. The more open your ears 
are, the more interesting your music will be. 

Thanks so much! 

Thank you... 

www.nomeanswhatever.com 


Okay kids, I hope you paid attention to what Mr. Wright had to say. 
What I can tell you is that we’ll later meet - among others - the already 
mentioned STATUES and the Going Gaga Label. But first of all we’ll 
delve into some general characteristics of Canada. Where to research 
those characteristics? Books? Movies? Well, I won’t be to sure if movies 
would be the a proper source, cos some very obscure musicians seem to 
stalk the Canadian film-industry - Bil and Fil, the infamous 
McRACKINS-punkrock eggs! Bil reports: »Yes, eggs are considered 
very typically Canadian, haha. In 1995 we were actually walking down- 
town Vancouver in full costume going to do some radio promotion 
when we saw a bunch of cameras and people shooting a movie or some- 
thing. When they saw us they asked us to be in a beer commercial which 
we could not refuse. Even though we are only in it for a split second we 
had to join the actors union and made $1000 each. We are now profes- 
sional actors, can you tell? Hahaha ... « Hmm, okay... But there’s at least 
another movie that might be relevant for us: Hard Core Logo! It is 
actually a mockumentary about an old (fictional) Canadian Punkband 
on their reunion-tour. It’s been a while since I’ve seen this movie, I’ve 
got it taped on VHS somewhere, but it taught me one thing - even 
though doing a fanzine can piss you off sometimes, it’s better than being 
a musician ... because touring and living on tour is HELL! 


Long-distance-drives 

NOMEANSNO ’s John Wright already mentioned a major »problem« 
for Canada: the country is huge and as a result of the long distances 
Canada seems kinda separated into the eastern and the western part. 
Good for me, cuz it helped me in my decision to split this article by geo- 
graphical premises. Bad for Canadian bands, cuz touring is in this coun- 
try is a terrible bitch. »Sure you don’t tour Canada like another coun- 
try, « says Johnny Love (head of Montreal-based PAF! Disques and LE 
VOLUME ETAIT AU MAXIMUM). »There’s not a lot of big cities, 
and there’s thousands of miles between them. But still a lot of bands are 
doing it.« Mitch from Sudbury’s STATUES says: »The ‘scene’ is good, 
there are great people out there with record labels and venues/ spaces, 
but it’s very spread out. There is lots of bacon and tobogganing in 
between. « You can really spend a lot of time on the road, like Dan from 
Ottawa’s ZEBRASSIERES adds: »If you feel like driving a day or 2 
without sleeping, you could also hit up Calgary, Edmonton, Vancouver, 
Victoria, etc.« Jeff from Sudbury’s STATUES and STRANGE 
ATTRACTOR brings it to the bottom line: » We're #1 in long distance 
driving. « 
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Canadian classics: Punkrock from the start 

Despite all those disadvantegeous geographical circumstances Canada 
produced a lot of well received bands since the late 70ies, who devel- 
oped in their own local areas and in some cases grew to national and/ or 
international acts. We already talked about (and with) the incredible 
NOMEANSNO and we mentioned D.O.A., too. Both bands had an 
important impact on the worldwide Punkrock- and DIY-scene, espe- 
cially D.O.A. from Vancouver. »D.O.A. are literally the founders of 
Canadian hardcore. Their leader Joey Shithead wrote a book about 
being in a punk band a couple years ago,« says Johnny Love 
(LVEAM/PAF! Disques). Of course D.O.A. are not only famous for 
starting Hardcore in Canada. Their album ‘Hardcore ‘8T is still consid- 
ered by many people to be the eponym for the musical subgenre 
Hardcore or Hardcorepunk (maybe you’ve heard of it somewhere). But 
due to the fact that this article isn’t a scientific essay I won’t give you a 
final proof if that’s true or not. Hah! What I can tell you is that Joey 
Shitheads book ‘I, Shithead’ is a good and interesting reading fun. Not 
to forget Joey’s recordlabel Sudden Death Records (sudden- 
death.com), where he releases records by D.O.A. and lots of other 
bands. Among others some more classic Canadian bands like YOUNG 
CANADIANS and THE POINTED STICKS. Especially THE 
POINTED STICKS are one of my favorites and I still consider them as 
a great progenitor for fantastic bands like SONIC AVENUES or the 
STEVE ADAMYK BAND. If you don’t get scared by the terrible cover- 
sleeve check out their record ‘Perfect Youth’, 
it’s an undisputed classic for Canadian 
Powerp op /Punkrock! Dan from Ottawa’s 
ZEBRASSIERES has the same opinion: 

» Actually, I’ll throw in POINTED STICKS 
(Vancouver) for good measure as they were 
the first Canadian band, if not only, on Stiff 
Records. « 

A cool Sudden Death record to start with and 
get an overview on classic Canadian westcoast- 
bands is without doubt the sampler 
‘Vancouver Complication’, with songs from 
D.O.A., POINTED STICKS, K-TELS and 
lots more. Not to be forgotten the SUBHU- 
MANS, besides of D.O.A. one of the most 
important Vancouver Punkbands! Alone on 
those two bands I could write dozens of pages, 
cuz they were (and are) not only very impor- 
tant with their music but also with their politi- 
cal statements and DIY-ethics. Gerry Hannah 
from the SUBHUMANS even went to jail for 
several years in the 80ies for his involvement in 
the so-called urban guerilla group ‘Direct 
Action’. This is a very complex story and I 
won’t go to deep into it, cuz it would go 
beyond the scope of this article. But do your- 
self a favour and check out the music of the 
SUBHUMANS and D.O.A.! And after you did 
that inform yourself about the story of both bands. The already men- 


tioned book by Joey Shithead is a 
good start and there was even a do- 
cumentary made about Gerry 
Hannah. The SUBHUMANS even 
reformed in 2006, but due to 
Gerry’s criminal conviction it does- 
n’t seem likely to see them five out- 
side of Canada. But D.O.A. is of 
course still alive and kicking! 

With the ‘Vancouver Complica- 
tion’ I already mentioned a cool 
sampler for classic Canadian Punk above. In fact there’s nothing around 
like a ‘Bloodstains Across Canada’ compilation (even though the label 
Mammoth Cave currently started a series for every province in Canada, 
starting with ‘Bloodstains Across British Columbia’, but they only fea- 
ture contemporary bands as far as I can see ... cool project anyways) but 
the ‘Killed By Death’ compilation-series featured at least one comp full 
of Canadian bands: ‘Killed By Death #26’ features songs from D.O.A., 
THE ACTION, VILETONES, UGLY, CURSE, FORGOTTEN 
REBELS, POINTED STICKS, DISHRAGS, CARDBOARD 
BRAINS and MODS. Even though I haven’t found a hardcopy yet it’s 
still possible to find this comp uploaded on the worldwide web. But 
before you search for this KBD-sampler you should also watch out for 
the great compilation-series ‘Smash The State’ Volume 1-3 on No Exit 
Records! This is absolutely great stuff and all three volumes feature 
songs by ARSON, FITS, DRY HEAVES, ROCK AND ROLL 
BITCHES, HOT NASTIES, STURGEONS, LOWLIFE, SPYS, PRI- 
VATE SCHOOL, SILICONE INJECTION, MALIBU KENS, 
WASTED LIVES, BIG BLACK PUPPETS, AUTHENTIC CALLS, 
GENTLEMEN OF HORROR, BUREAUCRATS, SIGGY MAGIC 
AND THE HEY-HOEBAND, ALLIES, DISCORDS, RED 
SQUARES, REACTION and DA SLYME. All the ‘Smash The State’ 
comps are made very fondly, along with extensive booklets that include 
lots of infos on every band, collections of old pix and flyers and even 
interviews with old bandmembers. That’s what I call great work! But 
the same old problem: as far as I know those comps were released in the 
mid-90ies and you can find all the music in the deep vaults of the inter- 
net if you search for it consistently. But it’s very 
hard to grab an original pressing. I think the 
easiest to get is Volume 3 and especially on that 
part of the series there are some really cool 
bands on it. Dan (ZEBRASSIERES): »As I 
like the ‘rarer’ crap, I’ll go with RED 
SQUARES (1979; Ottawa) and BUREAU- 
CRATS (1980; Ottawa). « And yes folks, both 
bands are featured on ‘Smash The State’ 
Volume 3! So, if you can find it somewhere 
make sure you get a hold on it! 

I can mention a lot more bands here and all 
the Canadian people I talked to actually did 
mention a lot more: DIODES (they’ve got a 
re-release out on Rave Up Records), DEMICS, 
SIMPLY SAUCER, GRUESOMES, THE 
LEATHER UPPERS, THE NILS and more. 
But there’s definitely one band that should not 
be forgotten and almost every Canadian musi- 
cian I talked to mentions them as an influence: 
TEENAGE HEAD! Starting off with their EP 
»Picture My Face« in 1978 they had a great 
impact on Canadian Punkrock. »The 
TEENAGE HEAD first LP is one of my all- 
time faves,« says Ken from MOTHER’S 
CHILDREN and he’s just one out of dozens 
who says so. Johnny Love (LVEAM/PAF! 

Disques) adds: »TEENAGE HEAD were from 
Ontario and it’s probably the most influential Canadian punk-rock act 


A SMALL GUIDE TO CANADIAN CLASSICS 

By Graeme (NO PROBLEM) - Do yourself a favor and 
seek out Canadian punk rock, there are so many classic 
records out there that are just dying for you to pick up. 

Top ten LPs: 

D.O.A. - Hardcore '8 1 

SNFU - No One Else Wanted To Play 

DEATH SENTENCE - Not a Pretty Sight 

PERSONALITY CRISIS - Creatures for a while 

TEENAGE HEAD - s/t 

SUBHUMANS - Incorrect Thoughts 

FORGOTTEN REBELS - In Love With The System 

INEPSY - Rock’ N Roll Babylon 

CAREER SUICIDE - 1st LP 

STRETCH MARKS - What d’ya See 

Top EPs/45s/7inches 

BUREAUCRATES - Grown Up Age 
MALIBU KENS - Crude City 
SUBHUMANS - Death To the Sickoids 
VILETONES - Screaming Fist 
BEYOND POSSESSIONS - Tell Tale Heart 
MODERNETTES -Teen City 
POINTED STICKS - The Real Thing 
D.O A. - Disco Sucks 
FUCKED UP - Police 

ROCK'N ROLL BITCHES - Someone could lose an Eye 
INFAMOUS SCIENTISTS - Trouble 

And there's loads more stuff these are just some of my 
favourites... 



CRKO #2 


7 










CANADA-SPECIAL Part 1 


ever. The records were good and the guys looked awesome, the perfect 
recipe for success. They even recorded a whole album with Marky 
Ramone and they got one of their song covered by SCREECHING 
WEASEL. Unfortunately, their singer Frankie Venom died in 2008. « 

So, this was an excursion to the classics of Canadian Punk. There’s 
definitely more to tell, e.g. the story of THE SPACESHITS from 
Montreal in the mid-90ies, who produced countless offshoots (KING 
KHAN AND BBQSHOW, LES SEXAREENOS, CPC GANG- 
BANGS just to name a few) but maybe we’ll do that next time. Or 
maybe not. As for right now check out for the bands mentioned above 
and search for them. And have a look on the top-ten list on these pages 
that Graeme from NO PROBLEM did for you! 

Some places are great and some stink - Canada’s 
musical hubs 

During the long history of Canadian Punkrock it can’t be denied, that 
there have been and still are certain centers for DIY-music and/or 
Punkrock/Hardcore in this country. Of course, the most of Canadians 
I interviewed for this article - whether in bands or not - are a little bit 
partial and stick by their hometowns. Which is natural, cos when you’re 
living in a certain place and you feel there’s something happening, that’s 
the best thing! But the most frequently mentioned towns/cities are 
without doubt Vancouver, Calgary and Edmonton (for the western part 
of Canada) and Montreal, Toronto, Ottawa and Sudbury (for the east- 
ern part). Like I mentioned before we will focus a little bit more on the 
eastern cities in this first part of the CRKO-Canada-special and espe- 
cially places like Montreal and Toronto are very popular. Pierre 
Richardson from the Ottawa-based label Bruised Tongue says: 
»Montreal or Toronto are the best, because of the large number of peo- 
ple, so more people are into weird stuff. « And Toronto-based show 
promoter Mark Pesci adds: » Toronto and Montreal are both big cities 
with lots going on. Lots of bands, venues and good places to eat and 
places are open late.« Of course there are certain connections between 
the cities. Mike from Ottawa’s MOTHER’S CHILDREN explains: 
»We have tons of friends in Montreal and Toronto. Toronto has a lot 
of Ottawa ex-pats who felt the need to grow a beard. « But it’s actually 
not that important to live in one of the big cities, like Graeme from 
Edmonton’s NO PROBLEM states: »It’s just like anywhere in the 
world, some places are great and some stink. But you got to give a tip of 
the cap to any small town that can sustain a DIY community. With the 
internet and all those things, kids now have access to cool, obscure 
records. The days of celebrating and revering the only punk cassettes in 
town, like DRI’s ‘Thrash zone’ or CRO-MAGS ‘Alpha Omega’ 
(because they are the only things you could find) are over. Kids in the 
most remote small towns are now starting bands that are influenced by 
the ZERO BOYS, or ANGRY SAMOANS or whatever and it’s cool, 
because you can get turned onto a new band that might be from some 
hell hole instead of the cool trendy city.« Ken (MOTHER’S CHIL- 
DREN) gives a fine summary for these ethics: »Din' I.Y. is the only way 
to get it done, and get it done right. We don't deal with anyone unless 
its someone we can trust. We don't care about ‘makin' it’, we just wanna 
do things our way. The bands in our scene all feel the same way. We are 
artists no matter what anyone says, and we don't want anyone else fuck- 
ing what we consider our masterpieces. « 

Din' I.Y. - Labels and Zines in Canada 

»Din' I.Y.« is a good keyword to lead over to the infrastructures of the 
Canadian DIY-scene. Of course Canada has a lot of labels, especially for 
the music that is featured in the CRKO zine. You sure own records from 
House Party Records, Psychic Handshake, Hockey Dad, Kelp, Merman 
Records, Scared To Death (run by Skottie from Ottawa’s CRU- 
SADES/THE VISITORS/THE CREEPS), Shooting At Decoys 
(which is Rob from Sudbury’s STATUES), Seeing Eye, Young 
Modern, Slasher Records, Schizophrenic or Radio 81 (which is on 
hibernation for quite a while now). If you don’t have any platters from 


those labels make sure you check them out. 

Of course everyone has some favourite labels and for our kinda of 
music there are definitely some labels who stand out a little bit (without 
running the other labels down). One of the most interesting labels in 
Canada at the moment to me is Gord’s Deranged Records (deranged- 
records.com)! Always hi-quality and a perfect taste in music, from 
catchy and even poppy stuff like MOTHER’S CHILDREN or STAT- 
UES to sheer great Hardcore-Punk like CAREER SUICIDE, 
FUCKED UP, BRUTAL KNIGHTS or NO PROBLEM. Just great 
stuff and Gord is always first in line in discovering great bands and 
bringing new and good stuff to the people. Dave Williams (CRU- 
SADES, STEVE ADAMYK BAND) says: »I think Gord at Deranged 
has done a lot for putting noteworthy Canadian bands on the punkrock 
map, too.« And Graeme (NO PROBLEM) brings it to the bottom line: 
»Deranged Records out of BritishColumbia is a fantastic label with 
loads of great national and international bands like CAREER SUI- 
CIDE, TRANZMITORS, etc... I am sure you have some great 
Deranged releases in your own collection and you don’t even realize 
it.« 


Another very prolific label at the moment is Scotch Tapes, run by Al 
Bjoorna from Batchawana Bay (Ontario). Al calls Scotch Tapes »the 
worst hi-tech music label ever« on his homepage (scotchtapes.ca) but 
I think he’s just doing cool things, putting out dozens and dozens of 
tapes in small print-runs by bands from all over Canada and the whole 
world, plus he’s also putting out cool lathe-cut EP’s from time to time, 
very special stuff. I think we can expect some even greater things from 
Scotch Tapes in the future cuz Al teamed up with Ben Cook (FUCKED 
UP /YOUNG GOVERNOR) for some upcoming releases. 

And my personal favourite is of course Going Gaga Records from 
Ottawa. Run by Ian Manhire (WHITE WIRES /SEDATIVES) this 
label only produced 12 titles (longplayer and EPs added together), but 
was very important for the busy scene in Ottawa. »I think Ian Manhire 
has had an incredible impact on our local and extended punk commu- 
nity, « states Dave Williams (CRUSADES). And I won’t say too much 
about Going Gaga here, cos you’ll find an interview with Ian on page 15 
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of this issue! 

Did I forget a label? Well, maybe not one from Canada, but Dave 
Williams reminds me of something: »We can’t forget the people 
who’ve done the most for the Canadian scene in the past few years... 
honorary Canadians Peter and Susanne at P.Trash Records !« 

Oh well, at least 
some Germans in 
there, woohoo! Being 
a lousy little fanzine- 
guy from Germany I 
have to say that I’m 
very jealous on 
Canada, cuz they have 
some very cool local 
zines. While I have to 
concentrate for the 
most part on interna- 
tional bands those 
guys’n gals seem to 
have healthy local 
scenes with people 
who are actually inter- 
ested in a good 
PRINTED read, 
rather than hanging 
out in stupid internet- 


Standard Issue #7 with Dirty Donny artwork. 


loudmouth-messageboards. Absolutely great and absolutely fun is the 
‘Standard Issue Mag’ (standardissuemag.com) from Ottawa, done by 
Ben Jensen and various contributors (e.g. Dave Williams and other 
Ottawa scenesters). This is totally trashy, they really have the right kind 
of humor (I wish I could be funny, too) and they even deserve the 
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MONGREL ZINE 

Mongrel Zine is a garage punk fanzine from 
Vancouver, BC and the first issue came out April 
2008. 

Mongrel Zine is edited, designed, photocopied, 
folded, and stapled by Janelle Hollyrock and 
artist Bob Scott, plus various friends who contri- 
bute reviews and songs for the CD compj 

Bob Scott is a multimedia freelance artist, 
known especially for his painted cork carvings 
of Halloween Folk Art and Tikis. He also does 
gig posters and recently did the record sleeve 
for a TELEKRIMEN/THE CAVERNARIOS split 7inch 
EP, the first release on Gabriele Di Gregorio’s 
new Italian label ‘Sprut & Rags’. He’s currently 
working on an INDIAN WARS 7inch sleeve and 
DEMON’S CLAWS music video. 

The current issue is Mongrel Zine 9 + Vol. 9 CD COMP: 

Janelle tells us about the contents: »Bob goes to Calgary’s Sled Island Festival and hangs 
out with HELL SHOVEL (Jeff from DEMON’S CLAWS, Dale from CH0C0LAT, and Bloodshot Bill), 
our INDIAN WARS friend and cover model Fraser hips us to poster artist Ben Lyon, Gigi 
French/Giselle Numba One schools us on white magic and RED MASS, TOPLESS MONGOS draw 
us a NU SENSAE comic interview, and tonnes more including Ty Segall, Pat Meteor, PERSIAN 
CLAWS, Johannah Jorgensen, THE GRANNY SMITHS, KIRK SPECIAL, Blue Sunshine Psychotronic 
Film Centre, and storytime with Jeff Clarke! 

Plus MZ VOL. 9, a 26 song CD-comp that kicks off with all the best Vancouver garage 
bands: SHIMMERING STARS, RICHARD CATWRANGLEUR, INDIAN WARS, THE SPREADS, BABES 
ON THE BEACH, YUNG MUMS, and THE GRANNY SMITHS. Plus RED MASS, HELL SHOVEL, and 

more.« 

www.mongrelzine.ca 
www.bobscottartwork.ca 

V J 



Pulitzer Prize for the best rating system in 
music-journalism: the shitty/ not shitty classifi- 
cation. Epic! And: it’s FREE! The easiest way to 
check it out if you don’t live in North America 
is by downloading some PDFs of older issues 
on the Standard Issue homepage. People in 
North America can find hardcopies in well- 
assorted record-stores and mailorders or just 
write a mail to Ben and send him some money 
for postage, it’s really worth it! 

A very interesting thing that I missed is the 
‘We Are Pretentious Assholes’ Fanzine 
(wearepretentiousassholes.blogspot.com) that 
featured a 7inch by GERM ATTAK (from 
Ottawa). Only one issue was made, released in 
2010 with a printrun of only 100 copies, which 
fits perfectly with the name of the zine, haha! I 
hope this project will be continued and I won’t 
fuck it up again to get myself a copy, arrrgh... 

But my absolute favourite fanzine out of 
Canada is - of course - the amazing ‘Mongrel 
Zine’ from Vancouver! This thing is so great! 

As this issue of the CRKO is released they have 
released their issue #9 (working on #10) and all 
the issues are just great. I found out about 
dozens of cool bands in that zine. Plus, it comes 
with a very cool CD-comp that often features 
unreleased tracks and exactly pictures the 
supreme musical taste of the Mongrel-master- 
minds Bob Scott and Janelle Hollyrock! I’m an 
absolute fan of this publishing, really! There 
was already some real good communication 
going on with Janelle Hollyrock and you will 
read more about this in next issues part 2 of the 
Canada-special, when we’ll report more about 
the Vancouver-scene. Right now read some 
more info about the ‘Mongrel Zine’ in the rubric to the right and make 
sure you grab all the issues you can get! 

Last but not least I wanna mention the Weird Canada website here. 
It’s not a printed scene but it’s a great source on cool Canadian DIY- 
music. Check it out at: weirdcanada.com 

Some self-reflections on the Canadian »scene« 

To me it’s easy to rate Canada as a great place for cool music. I’m not a 
Canadian and my view is from the outside. But how do the Canadians 
observe themselves and their ‘scene’ and the circumstances in Canada? 
Dave Williams (CRUSADES) states: »I love the Canadian punkrock 
scene. I think the size of the country and the distance between cultural 
hubs creates a bit of metaphorical distance between bands (those in 
central Canada in relation to those on the East or West coast), but I 
truly think some of our more accomplished bands have been some of 
the best in the world. « Johnny Love (LVEAM/PAF! Disques) has sim- 
ilar thoughts: »Well we do have a great scene. Lots of bands and labels. 
Not as much as in the US or Europe, but it always was a very nice place 
to be. But the country is large and the population is a billion times small- 
er than the US or any European country, so it’s hard to compare side by 
side with others. We have a lot of cool local bands that are very well 
known on the international scene like the SAINTE- CATHERINES 
who were on Fat and toured the world several times. The PLANET 
SMASHERS were always a big act here and recently, their labelmates 
THE CREEPSHOW somehow made a big impression outside of the 
country. Outside of Quebec things are very cool too. The RIPTIDES 
from Ottawa are touring with THE QUEERS right now promoting 
their release on Asian Man Records. These guys have been around for 
years.« You might assume that Dave (from Ottawa) and Johnny (from 
Montreal) are both talking from some kinda ‘Eastern-Canadian-point- 


of-view’ but Janelle Hollyrock (Mongrel Zine, West-coast Vancouver) 
is equally well-disposed to the whole Canadian underground music- 
scene: »There’s so much shit happening here! The Standard Issue/ 
Going Gaga guys in Ottawa are busy, the RED MASS collective outta 
Montreal is dizzyingly prolific, and bands in Vancouver don’t have a 
lotta places to play but put out as many 7inches as they can afford! Most 
Canadian bands are getting pressed on American labels (Dirtnap 
released a new LP by WHITE WIRES from Ottawa and 7inch by 
TRANZMITORS from Vancouver this year) and elsewhere with 
Goodbye Boozy from Italy (Vancouver’s DEAD GHOSTS released a 
new 7inch this year), Perpetrator from Australia (Vancouver’s MANIC 
ATTRACTS released a new 7inch this year), and Bachelor from 
Austria (Vancouver’s INDIAN WARS released a new 7inch this 
year).« 

Talking about other countries, it is cool that all the Canadians I inter- 
viewed got a very ‘down-to-earth’ view on what they are doing and don’t 
see the Canadian scene in any competition to other scenes in other 
countries. Once again it’s Graeme (NO PROBLEM) who’s got a smart 
word on that: »I have been through Europe and all over the USA and I 
gotta to say that most scenes are about the same. It’s just what you can 
get out of it. I don’t really care about following a scene, follow what peo- 
ple are trying to tell me is cool. I would rather figure it out for myself and 
follow what interests me. I think the best places in the world are places 
where the kids are individuals and have to be creative and work twice as 
hard to build something awesome. The real pioneers who are doing 
music and art because they have to, and not because they’re gonna get 
their dick’s sucked. They do it because if they don’t they’re gonna build 
a bomb and explode. « 

So it seems just natural that there are a lot of cool people in Canada, 
who actually get something done, but no one is boosted to some kinda 
silly ‘scene-achiever’. Graeme sez: »I think anyone with a brain, some 
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creativity and a sense of humor is important for 
any punk scene. I feel as soon as we start put- 
ting older guys on a pedestal for their past glo- 
ries can get dangerous because we start wor- 
shipping them when we should be learning 
from them and what they went through. 

There’s nothing I can’t stand more than watch- 
ing these punker documentaries with old ass- 
holes talking about how the scene died when 
they turned thirty or whatever, it’s just guys 
who got lazy and old and were boring dick- 
heads from the get go and now they’re not 
punk so punk’s dead. Fuck that and fuck the 
geriatric blowhards who get the opportunity to 

perpetuate that shit. Just shut up and die gracefully already.« There you 
have it! But before we switch over to focus on certain Canadian cities 
it’s Dan (ZEBRASSIERES) who gives a good resume for us about the 
current Canadian DIY-mentality: »There are so many people con- 
tributing to booking shows, releasing zines, releasing records and just 
being in bands and pretty much without all those people nothing would 
exist here!« 

OTTAWA: 

We start our ‘city-trip’ with the Canadian capital Ottawa, aka »the cen- 
tre of the universe. « At least that’s what Dave Williams (CRUSADES) 
says about his hometown. An ironic comment of course: »Just kid- 
ding... kinda.« 

Even though Ottawa is the Canadian capital, it is smaller than cities 
like Toronto, Vancouver and Montreal. Anyhow, it can’t be denied that 
bands from Ottawa caused quite a stir in the last time. Personally I have 
to say that it started with the SEDATIVES for me. But of course there 
were other great Ottawa-bands before, e.g. the MILLION DOLLAR 
MARXISTS (they had an album out on Gearhead in 2004) and ... well, 
before I go back to far in Ottawa’s Punkrock-history just read the inter- 
esting article ‘Approach With Caution’ on page 1 1, that our friend Dave 
Williams wrote for us. Dave is from Ottawa gives you a tiny guide to the 
most important Ottawa-bands from back then. And if you have a chance 
to check some of those bands out (e. g. on the ‘Smash The State’ comps 
or just as downloads from various web-blogs), please do it. But be care- 
ful with ‘reunion-bands’ and listen to what Ken (MOTHER’S CHIL- 
DREN) has to say: »THE ACTION was an Ottawa punk band that 
released this amazing 12inch EP in 1977 which I touted for years. They 

recently reformed but 
they are a total 
disgrace. Just the 
absolute worst old 
man punk I've ever 
seen. It’s a real 
shame. « Well, the old 
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CRUSADES are from Ottawa and it’s Dave 
Williams on guitar and vocals, Skottie 
Lobotomy on bass and vocals, Emmanuel Sayer on guitar and vocals, and Jordy Bell on 
drums & vocals. Here’s what Dave Williams has to tell you about his band: »CRUSADES star- 
ted last summer, and I guess we’re kinda dark, melodic punkrock. I also play drums in THE 
STEVE ADAMYK BAND... as well as a bunch of other things in a bunch of other bands. 
Emmanuel plays guitar in Steve’s band too, as well as bass in a cool new hardcore band 
called PREGNANCY SCARES. Skottie plays guitar and sings in THE VISITORS and Jordy drums 
for ZEBRASSIERES, and both of them also play in Ottawa’s longest-running active punk 
band, THE CREEPS. We put out a self-titled 7inch on Skottie’s Scared To Death Records last 
year, and are currently finishing up our LP ‘The Sun is Down and The Night is Riding In’, 
which will be out on It’s Alive Records this summer. No touring plans just yet, but we’re plan- 
ning on playing some festivals this summer and fall.« 

www.myspace.coni/ scareddeath 


BRUISED TONGUE 

Bruised Tongue is a label from Ottawa (Ontario), formed 
two years ago and putting out a wide variety of things: 
garage, punk, noise, stoner-pop. Pierre Richardson and 
Craig Proulx do it all. Pierre is in a band called TOTAL 
CRUSH and he also does solo stuff under the name SELF 
SURGERY. Craig is in PREGNANCY SCARES and BLUE CROSS. 
Craig and Pierre both put on shows, make posters/take 
photos etc. 

Bruised Tongue releases music by: FUCKED CORPSE, YEAR ZERO, SHEARING PINX, MESS FOLK, 
SEDATIVES, SELF SURGERY, TOTAL CRUSH, RED MASS and many more. 

www.bruisedtongue.com 


recordings are still good and there’s a re-release available on Rave Up 
Records, so maybe you should just try out that platter. 

But right now I wanna focus more on the contemporary bands of 
Ottawa and I think a good band to start with are the already mentioned 
SEDATIVES, cuz they were an incredible band! Not only in musical 
terms, their members were/ are very prolific in one or the other way and 
the band produced various hi-quality offshoots. This band is kinda an 
important stepping stone to me and an origin for the things that hap- 
pened in the last 2-3 years in Ottawa. If you read the CRKO from the 
start you might remember that there was already an in-depth SEDA- 
TIVES-interview and a diary on their European tour in our ‘zero-issue’. 
You can either switch back and read it again, but I’ll also try to refresh 
your memories here, a little bit. 

The SEDATIVES are Ian Manhire (organ and vocals), Steve Adamyk 
(bass and vocals), Emmanuel Sayer (guitar and vocals) and Dave 
Williams (drums). Mark those names, you will hear about all those guys 
again when we go deeper in the Ottawa-scene and name other bands, 
cuz it seems as if they all are some kinda workaholics, always busy with 
tons of projects at one time. Ian, Steve, Emmanuel and Dave formed the 
SEDATIVES somewhere around 2007 and after they did a demo- 
recording they recorded an absolutely fantastic 7inch that was released 
on Ian’s little label Going Gaga, including one of my all-time-fave songs 
‘Cannot Calm Down’! Just great organ-driven Punkrock with a moody 
WIPERS-edge. A great proof that it’s still possible to record an instant- 
classic on vinyl, even in nowadays sterile mp3-times! This EP was later 
repressed by P.Trash Records from Germany who also released the first 
longplayer of the band, while Taken By Surprise Records released 
another 7inch. Those two releases took the SEDATIVES on a 
European tour in fall 2009 (they also had a tour-cassette with them, 
released by Bruised Tongue), together with their German pals IDLE 
HANDS. Great times, I witnessed them in Munster/ Germany and all 
the dirty gossip can be read in the CRKO #0 tourdiary. After that tour 
was finished it became a little quiet around the band and they went on 
something like an indefinite hiatus. But you can read in this issue’s inter- 
view with Ian Manhire that they never actually split up. 

Under different circumstances it would be sad to see such a great band 
like the SEDATIVES on hiatus, but like I said 
before - they are not actually dead AND their 
members produced various offshoots. And I 
think that’s one of the main reasons that the 
SEDATIVES stopped. All the members had 
other great bands and side-pojects going on. 
And the best band to continue with is the 
STEVE* ADAMYK BAND. Just because 3/4 
of the SEDATIVES-staff continued in this 
band and because attentive supporters of the 
CRKO-zine know that the STEVE ADAMYK 
BAND released their debut-single with the 
CRKO ‘zero-issue’. Hah, remember where you 
heard of ‘em first! Back then the band was just 
called STEVE ADAMYK, due to the fact that 
the whole thing started as Steve’s solo-project, 
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APPROACH WITH CAUTION: A Brief Look Back at Ottawa’s Punk History, Pt.l 

by Dave Williams 


I ’m sure that a sizeable part of the current under- 
ground music scene here in Ottawa find the sud- 
den interest in our sleepy town more than a little 
bizarre - not that it’s undeserved by any means, but 
because there have been incredible punk bands com- 
ing out of this overgrown small-town since punk was 
a fledgling “big city’ phenomenon. 

Paralleling punk’s global evolution, late 70s 
Ottawa had some great UK-inspired groups in THE 
BUREAUCRATS and THE RED SQUARES, each 
having released coveted 7inch singles that fetch a 
pretty penny these days. Shortly thereafter, punk’s 
splintering into subgenres and resulting politicizing 
made way for such local legends as PORCELAIN 
FOREHEAD, feminist peace-punks LAST 
PRAYER, DC-inspired hardcore act CIVIL TER- 
ROR, and a massive political movement that birthed 
collectives such as Youth Culture Promotions, Black 
Dove, assorted anarchist groups, free schools, and 
Ottawa’s first noteworthy punk zine, ‘No Cause For 
Concern’. 

The mid-to-later 80s and early 90s took a turn into 
more experimental territory with bands like ANAL 
CHINOOK and NEANDERTHAL SPONGE, and 
gave birth to a personal favourite local hardcore band 
of mine, GRAVE CONCERN. The latter half of the 
90s saw the rebirth of the intensely political and DIY 
aesthetic in bands like SHOTMAKER, URANUS, 
OKARA, etc., as well as a surge of garage and/or 
power pop-inspired punk bands like RESIN 
SCRAPER, PUNCHBUGGY, THE DEAD CITY 
REBELS, and THE MILLION DOLLAR MARX- 
ISTS. 

It was this evolution (the 90s bands in particular) 
that laid much of the proverbial groundwork for the 
wonderful slew of current Ottawa punk rockers in 
THE WHITE WIRES, ZEBRASSIERES, DAG- 
GER EYES, THE STEVE ADAMYK BAND, THE 
CREEPS, PREGNANCY SCARES, GERM 
ATTAK, and scores of others. 

A few years back, as a go-getter university-level 
musicologist, amateur punk historian, and com- 
plete fucking nerd, I took it upon myself to assemble 
a ‘Please Kill Me’-esque oral history of Ottawa punk 
rock. Though ill-fated (and thus unfinished, due to 
the clashing ideologies of the interviewees, the hold- 
ing of assorted old grudges, and other trivial reasons 
beyond my control), I had the absolute pleasure of 
learning plenty about the rich and sordid history of 
the city and the community I’ve called home for 
most of my life. 

When CRKO editor extraordinaire (and all- 
around handsome devil) Bemd asked me to con- 
tribute an article on Ottawa’s punk scene to his 
CRKO ‘Canada Special’, I thought it might be a 
good chance to include some of the quotes from the 
interviews I did during that time. I’ve left out the 
names of the interviewees (namely because many of 


them ended up deciding to remain excluded from 
the book because of the aforementioned ‘issues’), 
but thought that these quotes might give you a 
glimpse into Ottawa’s great (and rather typical) 
place in punk’s history. 

Also, do yourself a favour and check out the bands 
I’ve listed (or are mentioned) here. While not all of 
them have stood the test of time, they all played an 
important role in molding the scene that you’re read- 
ing about in this issue. And while you’re at it, check 
out www.nocauseforconcern.com and see the orig- 
inal zine in its entirety, as well as lots of bios/ etc of 
older Ottawa bands. 

*** 

*1 feel the pain. How can I explain?’ - 
THE BUREAUCRATS 

M irroring punk’s well-documented early days in 
big cities like England and New York, 
Ottawa’s first glimmer of punk existed more as a 
home for a slew of social misfits than a well-organ- 
ized mode of musical expression. A haven for fringe 
types long before individualism was considered 
healthy and/or mass-marketable, Ottawa’s punk 
scene began as a loosely assembled collective of cre- 
ative outcasts reacting to 1970s North America’s 
attempted return to ‘traditionalist’ values and norms. 

»It’s where you went if you were messed up. It was a 
totally different attitude. This was before people would 
think, 'Oh, there must be problems at home.' People just 
thought 'You're fucked up and you're acting-out.' We 
were just kind of lost souls. We weren't feeling good in 
our skin. It was people who could not fit in, who could- 
n't just pretend that everything was OK. It was hard, but 
at least everyone had each other. When you're a weirdo, 
everyone picks on you. But when you're all weirdos 
together it's kind of like a support group. « 

»One unique thing about Ottawa in Canada was 
that there were a lot of British people. In the 70s, 
Ottawa needed a high-tech community and they didn't 
have enough educated Canadians, so they took a huge 
influx of Brits. A lot of kids in the suburbs had British 
parents. That meant that a lot of us were going back and 
forth to visit our Grandparents, so a lot of us were get- 
ting into THE EXPLOITED or CRASS or GBH and 
all these British bands. It was about getting blue hair 
and expensive pants. And then we saw American hard- 
core, like MINOR THREAT, and thought ‘These guys 
are punks? They just wear a sweatshirt and shave their 
heads. That's too easy.’ That was a big divider, especial- 
ly in the 80s.« 

»It was hell growing up in Ottawa. I got into punk 
when a friend of my sister's bought the first RAMONES 
album. I was IS then, and after that I didn't want to 
hear anything else. My own songs were horrible tributes 
to killing girls and old people and hating David Mainse 
from '1 00 Huntley Street'. I was dressing like Johnny 
Rotten and got beat up on a daily basis by the high 
school jock guys, which led to me quitting school in the 
fourth month of grade nine. At the end of the school year 


there was a concert in the school's smoking lounge and I 
had to be brought in a van so no one would see me. 
There I was on the stage and the vice principal and his 
jock dream-team were staring me down as I belted out 
my anti-school song 'We Don't Have No Rights’, and 
they weren’t going to let me go without a beating. So at 
the end of our set, a dude set fire to the vice principal’s 
jacket to create a diversion and we threw cherry bombs 
out the window of the van as we drove off.« 

»It was a time of excitement. There was a feeling of 
new and unexplored musical territory. You could see 
punks in full form on the television in Britain, but for 
someone to walk downtown with a blue mohawk took a 
lot of nerve anywhere else, as you risked being pum- 
tneled. One night while walking home from band prac- 
tice sporting freshly coloured pink hair, a car load of 
guys drove by and called out fag!' to us. We returned the 
verbal remark and the car stopped and out poured four 
guys who beat us pretty badly. That was the risk you 
would take if you were different. « 

»I got into punk through skateboarding, I have no 
idea how I learned about The Dustbowl - the wooden 
ramps in the basement of the Ottawa Boys & Girls Club 
- but I must have been in my early- to mid-teens, and I 
rode the bus in from the wonderbread suburbs into 
downtown to skateboard. The Dustbowl soundtrack 
was SEX PISTOLS, Gary Numan, THE MONKS, 
etc. The trip was even further in socio-economic scale 
than it was geographically - the Boys & Girls Club 
being pretty much an institution aimed at and used pri- 
marily by what they now call 'At Risk' youth. That must 
have been around 1 979, give or take a year.« 

»In the beginning the scene also attracted a lot of sex- 
ual outsiders. There were a lot of homosexual men, a lot 
of cross-dressers, which tied in with the glam thing. Then 
feminism hit in the early 80s, kind of a third-wave femi- 
nism thing and hardcore almost seemed like a reaction 
to that. It was kind of this masculine reassertion, and 
then the girl band thing was a direct reaction to that. It 
was purely feminist. Hardcore and straightedge kind of 
seemed like the Army moving in to clean things up.« 

‘Right now the world needs a clear 
head.’ - PORCELAIN FOREHEAD 

A round the time punk’s initial shock began to 
wear off and its sound and fashion became co- 
opted and toned down, more radical factions of dis- 
gruntled youth created more specific-minded sub- 
genres beneath punk’s ever-growing umbrella. 
CRASS-inspired political sloganeering garnered a 
fervent following in the nation’s capital, with bands 
like PORCELAIN FOREHEAD, HONEST 
INJUN, and UNWARRANTED TRUST leading an 
intellectual charge. Likewise, DC-styled hardcore 
reared its shaven head around this same time in the 
form of Ottawa’s first straightedge band CIVIL 
TERROR, and numerous other factions began 
assembling in both musical and organizational 
forms. 
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»Virtually everything everyone did in terms of our col- 
lective sub-culture effort was given freely and from the 
heart. Punk was not a business - it was a passion. Most 
Ottawa bands were friends and supportive of each other. 
We became completely involved in creating what we felt 
was a new way of life. People went broke (repeatedly) 
for years - putting on concerts , putting up people and 
putting out fanzines. On only one phone call and a 
promise, groups of people would quickly pack up and 
travel hundreds of miles to play music or listen to it 
Total strangers - sight unseen - from all over the conti- 
nent were welcomed into your homes and lives - and you 
into theirs.« 

» There were very set camps. You were either a mod or 
a skin, which didn't have a Nazi thing yet, it just kind of 
meant that you are into like, DC hardcore or whatever. 
Or you were a punk, but a lot of the punk stuff had been 
really co-opted by that point by the hippie element of it. 
It was all very peace-punk. And there was a big rockabil- 
ly scene, too. When we were in high school, we would go 
see rockabilly bands, like terrible rockabilly bands, just 
so we could see a guy play guitar. Mostly because the 
alternative was a guy playing ‘Jailhouse Rock’ on syn- 
thesizer. « 

»One thing that's really hard to explain to people is 
how serious and politicized it was. You couldn't have 
any fun at all. It was no fun, just the whole climate 
around everything. Like if you were vegetarian, that 
would put you into a certain hierarchy, and you would 
see it play out at shows. Like, someone would catch a 
friend of theirs eating at McDonald's and that’d be the 
end of their friendship. There was this incredible sense of 
paranoia. People always thought that their phones were 
tapped, and they were 100% convinced that the police 
had files on all the people involved in the young anar- 
chist collective meetings and stuff. « 

» During the recording of PORCELAIN FORE- 
HEAD'S record, Jello Biafra was in town and the band 
and myself had lunch with him at the Blue Moon Cafe. 
We didn’t talk about anything other than where I 
worked and how I was on my lunch break. It was really 
just a social meeting, but PORCELAIN FOREHEAD 
was gearing up to release their record on Alternative 
Tentacles. The DEAD KENNEDYS were playing in 
support of their ‘ Frankenchrist ’ record and PORCE- 
LAIN FOREHEAD was opening. At the end of the 
night I went to talk to Mike, the singer of PORCELAIN 
FOREHEAD, who was visibly upset. I asked what was 
wrong and he told me the Jello wasn’t gonna put out the 
record. I asked him why and he said it was because the 
guitarist Chris had decided at the last minute to give up 
on everything and go to India for a year to meditate and 


that the band was breaking up. He was literally leaving 
the next day.« 


Approach with caution in my direc- 
tion!’ - GRAVE CONCERN 

A s the once-maturing forms of punk rock neared 
the mid- 80s, many undesirable traits, such as 
rampant violence, misogyny, and heavy metal pos- 
turing, became more commonplace, both in and out- 
side of shows. Many of the more intellectual mem- 
bers of the community had become disenfranchised 
with this new evolution, and were being replaced by 
gangs of suburban youth attracted to hardcore’s 
much-publicized violence. This era also saw growing 
numbers of youth leaning toward the racist right- 
wing, and skinhead violence became an ever-present 
issue in and around clubs, as well as in the streets. 

»It must've been like '84 or '83. We were just subur- 
banites, and the way you did it in the suburbs was you 
would just have to make due with what you had, sorta 
like really poor kids on Halloween. My Dad grew up 
poor and I remember he'd tell me that they'd just turn 
their jackets inside out for Halloween. So we'd wear like 
five dress shirts with all different stripes. And you want- 
ed to dye your hair blonde, but they didn't have Manic 
Panic or anything, so you would just dye it sort of a hue 
of beige because you couldn’t get blonde. And you'd get 
combat boots, but they wouldn’t fit right, so they'd come 
out like two inches from the end of your toes. And you’d 
have sorta black jeans tucked into those ; maybe you 
could put those in a bucket with bleach, to get those lit- 
tle streaks in them. I remember coming downtown once, 
and some of the guys from the band THE TRAPT and 
their friends - there must've been about a dozen of them 
- and Canadian punks would always wear lumberjack 
jackets and they had real Doc Martens or something 
that looked like them, that fit, and Mohawks, and they 
were carrying a 24 under their arms, and I remember 
thinking 'Holy fuck. These guys are the coolest human 
beings I’ve ever seen.’« 

»There was a bar called ' One Step Beyond ’ that was 
an all ages club and there were punk rock and mod 
shows there. So we’d take the bus downtown to go there 
and try and act cool. One time I saw this band GRAVE 
CONCERN. I got all punked up for the show but I did- 
n't have any of the right gear, like I didn't have Doc 
Martens, so I had my big Kodiaks and I laced them way 
up. I rolled up my pants and had a lumberjack jacket 
and I made a back patch based on the CRUMBSUCK- 
ERS album cover. Oh, and I spelled CRUMBSUCK- 


ERS wrong. I was just so shitty at being punk. But when 
I got there, I realized that I’d never really been to a live 
show before. I was amazed that all these people were rel- 
atively my age and they were making this racket that 
was causing people to run around and bump into each 
other. I was never really into music before, but seeing this 
live band that wasn't made up of celebrities made me 
realize that anyone can do this.« 

»Racism made an appearance in Ottawa in the win- 
ter of 1 985. A lot of people started getting into SKREW- 
DRIVER and other bands of that ilk. I recall visiting 
friends who were now sporting Nazi eagle tattoos on 
their necks and arms and being given pamphlets from 
what later became the Heritage Front or some shit like 
that. The folks I ran with weren’t into that stuff and we 
would always hope that they would try something with 
us. As usual when they went on the warpath they had to 
gang up on people 10 on l.« 

»You had to fight all the time. Like, you’d be fine 
downtown, but the minute you got on a bus, if you lived 
in the suburbs, all the fucking rockers would attack you 
and shit like that. It's this little middle class town. 
Everyone's rich and it’s a quaint and nice little place. 
But there was a time there where it was just a battle- 
ground. Everyone was fighting everyone and there were 
all these divisions and people were armed and all this 
stuff, you know? And then all of a sudden everyone start- 
ed dying... it seemed so serious at the time. And then 
you look back on it and go 'What the fuck was that?' All 
these stupid little kids dying because, you know, they’re 
killed by cool. We used to hang out with like twelve or 
thirteen guys and like six died within two years. And 
now in retrospect you're like... like, it wasn't the fucking 
Lower East Side or anything ... it was fucking Ottawa. « 

*** 


A s the 80s and its superficial cliches began to 
jLJLpeter out, new, more experimental and genre- 
melding bands (MOTEL 9, BERTHA DOES 
MOOSEJAW, THE INIMITABLE BRANDON 


WALSH) began cropping up as Ottawa moved into 
the historically quirky 1990s. The DIY ethic also saw 
a rebirth in the chaotic mid-90s hardcore scene that 
surrounded the 5 Arlington venue, supporting some 
of Ottawa’s most influential acts in SHOTMAKER, 
LTRANUS, and many others. It’s this era that I will 
delve more deeply into in the next installment of ‘A 
Brief Look Back at Ottawa’s Punk Rock History’. 
Thanks! 


Dave Williams 


where he could indulge in his passion for Powerpop and Punkrock from 
the 70ies and 80ies. Steve (on guitar and vocals) was soon joined by 
SEDATIVES-companion Dave on drums and Davey Quesnelle on bass 
(who seems to feel under-worked if he’s not playing 153 bands at one 
time). The line-up was completed when Emmanuel joined in on guitar, 
as the third person from the old SEDATIVES-staff. Together they play 
fantastic (Pop) Punkrock with a big Powerpop-influence. Until now 
they released three great 7inches and their first full-length on P.Trash 
Records. While you are reading this they have just finished their first 
European tour in spring 2011 and they’ve also been invited for the 
SCREECHING WEASEL 25-years-anniversary fest in Chicago, but I 
don’t think that anything of this will happen, cuz Ben Weasel decided to 
act like a jerk with beating up chicks in Texas in March 2011. But next 
up are their recordings for the second SAB-LP, which is scheduled for 
summer or fall 201 1 on Dirtnap Records. Looks like a bright future! 

But what about that other guy in the SEDATIVES? What did Ian 
Manhire do? Well, it was already mentioned that he is running his own 


record label Going Gaga Records and that label was quite successful for 
the local Ottawa-scene, after Ian released the debut-7inch of the SEDA- 
TIVES. Dave Williams confirms that: » Going Gaga is probably the 
most noteworthy punk label in town.« And Dave is absolutely right - 
Going Gaga released some of the coolest current Ottawa-bands: 
MOTHER’S CHILDREN, ZEBRASSIERES, VISITORS, PEACH 
KELLI POP and of course the essential ‘Ottawa Gaga’ compilation. 
Plus various other great bands /rom the Ontario- and Montreal-region 
like SONIC AVENUES or WALNUT KIDS. I think this piece on 
Ottawa wouldn’t even be possible without the work of the Going Gaga 
label, cuz Ian was really the first who consistently put bands from those 
region on the worldwide Punkrock-map. Besides of the label Ian is still 
doing great music with the WHITE WIRES (together with PEACH 
KELLI POP’s Allie on drums and MILLION DOLLAR MARXISTS 
Luke on bass) who actually started before the SEDATIVES were 
formed. The WHITE WIRES got really favored by people with good 
taste in the whole wide world and released several singles and two 
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ZEBRASSIERES 

ZEBRASSIERES are from Ottawa and band- 
member Dan tells you their story: »We are 
ZEBRASSIERES ... as in ‘Zebra’s Ears’ ... as in 
‘Zooba Bras’. We started in late 2008 and 
I guess you could say our music is some sort 
of weirdo-punk-goo-pop. Andaloo Peepers 
is on guitar and vocals, Danny Delete-o 
(myself) on bass and backups, Sarah 
Fordzig on organ and Jordy on drums. 

Currently, Danny also plays in URANIUM 
COMEBACK, Jordy also plays in THE CREEPS 

and has his new band CRUSADES with Scotty (CREEPS/VISITORS), Emmanuel and Dave (STEVE 
ADAMYK BAND/SEDATIVES). We recently released a one-sided 1 2inch, eight song EP on 
Going Gaga. It’s called ‘Gooey Zoo’ and it was basically everything we had wrote prior 
to going on a year long hiatus. Now that we are back together, we have wrote 6 new 
songs and we are in the midst of recording those for 2 new 45s. I think our new stuff has 
really progressed and I know we are all stoked on how everything is turning out with the 
recordings. Aside from that, we don’t really have a whole lot planned.« 

www.myspace.com/zebrassieres 



mentioned in this issue !« says Mike, and Ken 
adds: »Davey plays in several other bands. 
STEVE ADAMYK BAND is one of them. He’s 
a big guy, but he's able to spread himself out 
pretty thin.« Amazing! Once again it is Dave 
Williams who delivers the right summary for 
this phenomenon: »We like to get our grimy 
hands into whatever we can in this town.« 

But now back to the bands, cuz that was the 
main thing to talk about, before I did this excur- 
sus to Ottawa’s several ‘jack of all trades’. And 
there are a lot bands in Ottawa, as Mike 
(MOTHER’S CHILDREN) states: »Every 
band in Ottawa is very good at getting things 
done, there is so much activity and there are so 
many records being released. I’m sure there are 
more bands and records per capita in Ottawa 
than anywhere else.« 

Another proof for the Ottawa-band-inbreed- 
ing are URANIUM COMEBACK, who con- 
sist out of various members from other bands: 


albums, with their cool budget-Garage-Powerpop. Oh and besides of 
band and label Ian doesn’t get tired of other great projects like being the 
head-honcho and organizer of Ottawa’s infamous ‘Gaga weekend’ festi- 
val and being a DJ at the local ‘Bored To Death’ Punkrock-party-nights. 
Well, as you can see I could talk here about Ian Manhire for a long time, 
cos this guy is a real ‘man of action’. But instead of talking about him I 
talked with him and you can read the full interview on page 15. 

A thing that already gets obvious at this point is - there are certain 
names and persons you will always stumble about when talking about 
the Ottawa-Punkscene. I will try to not become too obsessed about 
namedropping, but sometimes there’s no way around it. It may seem 
that a person like Ian Manhire seems a little bit ‘over-exposed’ in this 
article, but all I can tell you that all the Ottawa-people I talked to have 
great respect of what this guy is doing and what he had achieved with his 
constant hard work. And there are others who are pushing many differ- 
ent projects, whether bands or other music-related stuff. Just take Dave 
Williams for an example: he’s playing in CRUSADES, YEAR ZERO 
and STEVE ADAMYK BAND, he is also doing mastering for local (and 
other) bands’ releases and some graphic design 
and writing for Fanzines (Standard Issue, 

Razorcake, CRKO), too. Or Emmanuel Sayer 
(who plays guitar in the STEVE ADAMYK 
BAND and bass in the cool new hardcore band 
PREGNANCY SCARES), who puts on a lot of 
local shows, on top of organizing DJ nights, 
silkscreening, contributing to Standard Issue 
Zine, etc. Or Ken and Mike from MOTHER’S 
CHILDREN - they do a lot of the Graphic 
Design for bands, e.g. WHITE WIRES, 

ZEBRASSIERES, STEVE ADAMYK BAND, 

SEDATIVES, SUPPOSITORIES, PEACH 
KELLI POP, SONIC AVENUES etc. Plus 


Danny (ZEBRASSIERES), Steve (STEVE 
ADAMYK BAND, MILLION DOLLAR 
MARXISTS, SEDATIVES), Johnny (MILLION DOLLAR MARX- 
ISTS, BIG DICK) and Tim (MOTHER’S CHILDREN, MILLION 
DOLLAR MARXISTS, YEAR ZERO). It’s really ridiculous and I could 
draw a crazy family tree to almost every band here. But it’s silly and you 
better make the connections yourself. I expect everyone who reads this 
article to be an expert on this topic when we are finished! I’ll send out 
questionnaires, I promise! Woe betide you if you fail! ... where was I? 
Oh yeah, URANIUM COMEBACK The new URANIUM COME- 
BACK record should come out soon on Going Gaga Records but we’ll 
see what happens, cuz the future of Going Gaga is not absolutely cer- 
tain. Read the interview with Ian Manhire for more info. 

Another important band to mention are THE CREEPS, Ottawa’s 
longest-running active punk band. Johnny Love (LVEAM/PAF! 
Disques) says 
about them: »I 
have to admit that 
my personal favo- 
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MOTHER’S CHILDREN 


Pic by Andrew Carver {natcaprock.blogsjjot.com} 


MOTHER’S CHILDREN formed In 2008 in 
Ottawa and they play bittersweet stom- 
ping powerpop punk rock. Wuss Punk, 
they call it! The line-up is: Mike - guitar and vox, Ken - guitar and vox, Tim - Drums, Davey 
- bass and vox. Tim and Mike are also in YEAR ZERO and Davey ... well, too much bands to 
mention, haha... The first 7inch by MOTHER’S CHILDREN was released by Going Gaga 
records, and the first LP entitled ‘That’s Who!’ came out on Deranged records. The band 
has a 6 song 1 2inch EP coming out in spring 201 1, on the great Taken By Surprise label 
from Germany. The band sez: »These are our best songs yet! The EP will be entitled ‘Are 
You Tough Enough?’ - the answer is NO!« 


they do a lot of gigposters and screenprint 
t-shirts for bands. Or Jordy Bell - he’s in 
CRUSADES, THE CREEPS and ZEBRAS- 
SIERES and besides of that he does audio engi- 
neering/mixing/etc. Or Skottie Lobotomy 
who runs Scared To Death Records and also 
plays in CRUSADES, THE VISITORS and 
THE CREEPS... The funniest guy is Davey 
Quesnelle, who is in such an unbelievable bulk 
of bands that even some of his bandmates from 
MOTHER’S CHILDREN make fun of it. 


MOTHER’S CHILDREN consider themselves as probably the least punk out of all these bands 
I was talking to for this article. »When we started out we just did DAVE CLARK FIVE and 
RASPBERRIES and CHEAP TRICK covers. Punk music is our foundation, but we mess it up with 
stuff like 70ies glitter, BEACH BOYS, Power Pop, and really sweet bubblegummy type trash. 
It's so the opposite of cool, but nobody cares. We're allowed to just totally do our thing, 
and people still come out to see us, buy our latest records, and have a great time. We 
tried to start a label called Shang-A-Lang Records cuz we thought no one would ever 
release our stuff. Then Going Gaga Records fronted the money to release our first 7inch 
after we had it pressed. Ever since that, we never had to release our own stuff. I'd love to 
be able to, but its just too much money...« 

www.myspace.com/motherschildren 

www.motherschildren.blogspot.com 


»Davey is probably a member of every band 
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rite Canadian band is Ottawa’s THE CREEPS. These guys are just awe- 
some. The songwriting is perfect. Pure punk-rock madness about girls 
and murders. They really deserve to be better known. « In good old 
Ottawa-style the CREEPS-personnel shares members with other bands 
in town and Johnny Love knows one of them: »Be sure to check out 
THE VISITORS too, if you’re into very sweet pop punk.« I can only 
underline that. THE VISITORS are very cool and they have this nerdy 
globetrotter running-gag going. I hope I’ll catch them some time soon, 
backcountry camping in the northern German Plain... 

Oh man, I could continue endlessly here, with cool bands from 
Ottawa like DAGGER EYES, GERM ATTAK, JOHNNIES, MALE 
NURSE or RIPTIDES and I’d be sure to forget about just too many. I 
can only recommend you to listen to the ‘Ottawa Gaga’ comp on Going 
Gaga Records or you go to www.ottawaexplosion.blogspot.com, a 
cool blog on the local Ottawa scene. That’s a good first approach and 
you’ll soon discover more bands from this city. 

Okay, so we’ve got tons of great bands in Ottawa and also some cool 
labels like Scared To Death, Bruised Tongue or Going Gaga. 
Additionally there are cool fanzines in town like ‘We Are Pretentious 
Assoles’ and the mighty ‘Standard Issue’. » Ottawa’s own Standard 
Issue Zine is pretty radical, « says Dan (ZEBRASSIERES). »Ben 
Jensen and a few other guys are running Standard Issue Fanzine. Our 
bandmember Andaloo also does some writing for Standard Issue. 
That’s being distributed pretty well now in North America, maybe even 
Europe too now...« 

Besides of the labels and zines we already heard about an event like the 
‘Gaga Weekend’ and some DJ-nights. So, what’s the situation with 
shows, venues and parties in town? »We have a really great scene, but 
with limited venues, which has been a problem here as long as I can 
remember, « reports Dave (CRUSADES). Dan (ZEBRASSIERES) 
sez: » Unfortunately, there aren’t many awesome venues in Ottawa due 
to it being very conservative and the capital of Canada. There aren’t a 


Advertisement 


www.rookierecords.de 








Rookie Records & Boss 

Neuheiten 


Pascow - Alles Muss Kaputt Sein I80gr. LP/CD 

Die bisher starkste Platte der Saarland-Mosel-Punkrocker. 

Das ist Gimbweiler nicht L.A.! Auf Tour: 29.04. Munster, 

Spec Ops | 30.04. Flensburg, Hafermarkt Festival | 03.06. 

Dresden, Chemiefabrik (Festival) | 1 1 .06. Hiinxe, Ruhrpottro- 
deo | 23.07. Schopfheim, Holzrock Open Air 

Big John Bates - Bad Pussy 2“ 

Neue Single der Kanadier zur letzten Tour. Sounds aus den 
50s/60s werden hier perfekt in eine moderne Form ge- 
bracht: Rock ‘n‘ Roll, Blues und Neo-Burlesque - eine kaum 
vergleichbare Mixtur! Neben demTitclsong gibt es Scare- 
crow Close 11 zu horen, bei dem Bassistin Brandy den Gesang 
1 ubernimmt. Limitierte, farbige Auflage mit Beibiatt. 


Puta Madre Brothers - Queso Y Cojones CD 

3 Mann mit komischen Haaren & f 
3 Gitarren = 1 One-Man-Band aus Down Under! 

Die Musik der Mochtegern-Mexikaner vereint den < 
Richie.Valens, Nathaniel Mayer und Pedro Vargas in einem 1 
einzigartigen Spaghetti Wester n-Mariachi-Rock ’n J Roll-60s- 
Soul-Noise-Gewitter. 


Spermbirds - A Columbus Feeling LP/CD 

Nach 6 lahren Pause erscheint mit „A Columbus Feeling 14 
das achte Studioalbum. Die Spermbirds zeigen eine Band- 
breite an Stilrichtungen, die man zwar auf den fruheren 
Platten ansatzweise zu Horen bekam, die jetzt aber starker 
in jede Richtung ausgelebt werden. Dabei verlieren die 
Spermbirds nie ihren Fokus auf Harte und guten Melodien. 


Knucklebone Oscar - Welcome To Trash Vegas CD 

Auf ihrem vierten Album gehen die Finnen zunick zu den 
Wurzeln der Band: Blues, Rock n Roll, Hillbilly, Surf. Eine 
wilde Mischung, die fur jeden etwas bietet. Die Auferste- 
hung von Chuck Berry, Little Richard und Jerry Lee Lewis, 
garniert mit moderneren Einfliissen. LP Version in Arbeit! 


pile of shitty taverns to play at, but we make the best out of what we 
have.« Ken (MOTHER’S CHILDREN) adds: »There's always one or 
two houses that are doing shows, but it changes constantly. « Some ven- 
ues to mention are the ‘Dominion Tavern’, the ‘Ritual’ and the 
‘Babylon’. Dave Williams says about the latter: »‘Babylon’ is not a par- 
ticularly cool club in itself, but it’s where most of the shows we play or 
put on happen, and it’s run by really awesome, accommodating peo- 
ple. « The rest of the action often takes place at house shows, organized 
by DIY-booking teams like ‘Capital Distraction’ bookers in Ottawa. For 
example, a very cool event of the ‘Capital Distraction’ guys was the leg- 
endary Rock’n’Roll Pizza Party! Ian Manhire (WHITE WIRES /Going 
Gaga) survived and reports us: » Rock’n’Roll Pizza Party is taking a dirt- 
nap right now. It was going on for almost 4 years, every single Thursday 
night. Eventually, the bars in Ottawa couldn’t handle the madness that 
happened there. It was the best! Some really funny shit happened 
there. It was always a good time, and definitely, some of the best shows 
that were ever played in Ottawa happened at those Rock’n’Roll Pizza 
Party nights. Even on a dead night, it was rad to go out listen to some 
great tunes, get hammered on a Thursday, and watch your drunk 
friends stumble in through the door.« Sounds great, I wish I could’ve 
been there! 

In any case, the Ottawa-party-action continues, and Mike (MOTH- 
ER’S CHILDREN) tells us about it: »Ken and I along with Daniel 
from the ZEBRASSIERES, and Ian from the WHITE WIRES do a 
monthly punk DJ night at a club here in town. We play trash, KBD, 
powerpop, and proto-punk. Usually, we have bands play. It’s called 
‘Bored To Death’ after the GG AND THE JABBERS tune.« »It’s at 
this club called ‘Ritual’, « Ken (MOTHER’S CHILDREN) adds: »We 
do whatever we want there cuz we bring them good business. We book 
rad bands and charge hardly anything to get in.« And Dan (ZEBRA- 
SSIERES) precises: »The DJ-night is really starting to pick up and I 
think people are starting to enjoy the ‘shitty’ music we know and love. 
We usually book 2 bands and then spin records in between. We do all 
the promoting ourselves as well as the sound/door and still make hard- 
ly any money for ourselves at it! Haha, we just do it for the love of the 
music! We have also released a couple compilation tapes for promotion 
called ‘Swipe This Tape’. They were free and each run was limited to 
100, but you can download the mp3s through our Facebook group at 
www.bored2death.info « 

Bands, labels, zines, parties! Ottawa seems to have it all! While I’m 
away to apply for Canadian citizenship I’ll let the inhabitants of this nice 
town do the talking for some proper closing words! Dave Williams 
(CRUSADES) : » Currently things are pretty exciting here, ya. There 
are a lot of great bands. There’s definitely a wonderful feeling of com- 
munity that runs through much of the underground music scene here.« 
Mike (MOTHER’S CHILDREN): »We are lucky. All of my favorite 
bands are my friends’ bands !« Dan (ZEBRASSIERES): »I feel we 
have the best scene in all of Canada right now. There is a ton of crap 
going on and bands here are constantly releasing great records !« Ken 
(MOTHER’S CHILDREN): »The Ottawa punk scene is loaded with 
talented musicians, artists and writers. We’re very accepting of anyone 
who wants to be a part of it. Just don’t be a total asshole and you’re in. 
The ‘Gaga Weekend’ Festival is where everything that’s awesome about 
the Ottawa punk scene comes together. « Ian Manhire (WHITE 
WIRES/Going Gaga): »Ottawa is a good place to live. It’s like a small 
big city. A lot of people stay here. Most of my friends from childhood 
still live here. My friends I played in bands with when we were teenagers 
pretty much all still live here, and most, still play in bands. People know 
each other . . . it’s small like that. There’s an incredible scene here, full of 
a LOT of people that really put out. I hate to say it, it’s a really bad 
cliche, but a lot of people here support the scene. Parties here can get 
pretty crazy! And there’s always a fuckin' wild new breed getting in on 
the action, and teaching all the old geezers what’s up ! « 

Those were good closing words for our trip to Ottawa. But the man 
who said those words is a good partner for a nice conversation, too, and 
that’s why we continue with an in-depth interview with Mister Ian 
Manhire! Enjoy! 
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Ian, your label Going Gaga was a fanzine first, is that right? 

Yeah, Going Gaga started as a fanzine first. In 2006 when I was living in 
Calgary, I had a friend Tiemen who I played in the SUICIDE WRISTS 
with. He did a great zine called »Teenage Depression« out there for 
years. It was incredible! There was a point where it went for about a year 
without an issue, so I offered to help him out with it. I did an interview 
with the TRANZMITORS when they were in town, and wrote a bunch 
of reviews. »Teenage Depression« never saw another issue, so when I 
moved to Ottawa in 2007, I decided that I would use that stuff I had 
written and just start my own zine. Being unemployed, I had the time to 
put it together. I wrote a couple other things down, got some photos, 
and slapped together the first issue. It was totally shitty, xeroxed, bad 
writing, the whole thing was pretty funny. I made about 50 copies, took 
some to the local record store, and gave the rest out at shows. At the 
time, I didn’t really know too many people, so I guess it was a good way 
to make some friends in a new place. 

How long did you run the zine and how many issues were published? 

Hmm, I think maybe 7 or 8 months, with a whopping total of 2 issues! 
Geez, I gotta say, doing zines is a crazy amount of work. I really gotta tip 
my hat off to you Bernd. You don’t just do a fanzine, you do a whole 
magazine! It’s incredible! I love the CRKO! Just scored and read the 
second issue, and I’m totally impressed! 

Oh, thanks for the compliment! Yeah, it’s tons of work. I’m still search- 
ing for willing adepts to do all the dirty jobs without getting paid, 
haha. So, you did 2 issues of your zine, is it still possible to get them 
somewhere or do you plan to re-release them somewhere, e.g. as a 
PDF-download or something? 

All those issues are now located in Carp Ontario, more specifically, at 
Rumps dump, the site of Ottawa’s municipal waste heap! So, yes, they 
are available ... if you are a maggot or a seagull! I don’t plan to re-release 
them no, maybe PDF them one day, but I am so overcome by so many 
things these days, I can’t even imagine sitting in front of a computer try- 
ing to figure that out. I’ll send you one though Bernd ... signed by 
Rump himself! 

Why did you finally end the zine and how did Going Gaga evolve into 
a record-label? 


I did the zine at the same time as writing and 
recording the SEDATIVES first 7inch, and the 
WHITE WIRES first LP. This was when I decid- 
ed that the Going Gaga zine should take a back- 
seat for a while to start up the Going Gaga 
Records label, and eventually release those 2 
records. This was ALSO at the same time that I 
decided that Ottawa was ripe for a punk fest, 
enter the Gaga Weekend. 

Going Gaga always did small pressings around 
300 pieces of each release - did you make some 
money out of it or did the label break even, at 
least? ~ 

Make money?? You betcha! Those 12 releases 
put a swimming pool in the backyard! Ha, just 
kidding. I actually have a garbage dump in my 
backyard. I want to be Rump the II. I don’t know 
really. I pressed 300 copies of each release 
because that was the number where it balanced 
making sense versus cost. I am pretty sure that I 
broke even, but even if I drained a few hundred 
over 3 years, I have received a lot of satisfaction 
out of it! Putting out records in Canada is really 
expensive. Plus, I sell the releases sometimes for 
less than it cost to make them. Those records 
cost us like 9 something each to make, and we sold them for 10, or a lot 
less than 10 each wholesale. From a financial standpoint, that’s the 
worst business I’ve ever done in my life! In the end though, they all sold 
out, and all got to go round and round! I don’t have a backstock to speak 
of, and all the bands got tons of fame ... so it was totally worth it! 

A few weeks ago I found an auction-price on popsike.com for a Going 
Gaga pressing of the WHITE WIRES album - it scored 103 bucks! What 
do you think when you hear about prices like that, for your own releas- 
es? 

I think it’s pretty awesome! I mean, if somebody has that kind of money, 
and wants to spend it on a record, I encourage them to do it. I think 
music should be free, it should be available for people who want to hear 
it, either streaming, or rips, or whatever. I also think that it’s good that 
some people want to pay 10 bucks to the band for a download of it on 
iTunes or whatever. I also think that somebody who wants the actual 
copy on vinyl should be able to buy it for a fair price at a show. And I 
also think that for anybody who missed out on the initial offering of a 
record release should be allowed to pay whatever they want for it in an 
auction. I dunno, the whole thing is kind of weird. I am pretty sure that 
after I sold out of those copies of that Going Gaga pressing of the 
WHITE WIRES album, only one has ever been on eBay. I think people 
who buy records expecting to make money on them are silly. What are 
the chances? And seriously, for all that time and effort, in a longshot, to 
double your money? Might as well go to the casino. I dunno, maybe 
there’s status involved, by being the one to sell the most expensive copy, 
because you didn’t like it, or your tastes are superior to that trite shit. I 
mean, when we put it out, if we knew people were going to want it, I 
would have pressed 1000. Obviously we would have made more if we 
knew, but that’s just it, we didn’t know, because it was our first record, 
so we pressed 300 copies, which is mo^e than enough if you ask me. For 
anybody else who’s been in bands for over a decade, they know, 300 
copies takes a long time to move to into your mom’s basement after 10 
years of nobody ever wanting them. I didn’t want that. I didn’t want to 
have to take 297 copies to Rumps dump in 2015. The fact that some- 
body paid 1 00 bucks for it on eBay 2 years after it was released, if any- 
thing, is a compliment ... a really expensive and huge compliment! 

Are you a record-collector yourself? 

I dunno, yeah, I’m a record collector. I’ve spent a lot of money before. 


CRKO #2 


15 








CANADA-SPECIAL Part 1 (Ian Manhire) 


Last year, I bought the 2nd US BOYFRIENDS 
single for almost 50 bucks. Seemed like a totally 
crazy thing to do. I really wanted it though, even 
though it was kinda contrary to my usual 
approach of trying to find music as it’s just 
released, or stuff that nobody wants. I try to get 
excited on stuff that nobody likes, or find bands 
that people don’t really talk about. I get great 
excitement out of discovering new songs! 

I always regarded Going Gaga as some kind of 
a »local label« because you put out all those 
great bands from Ottawa and the surrounding 
regions. I wish I’d have so many cool bands in 
my area! Are you happy to live in such a produc- 
tive musical region? 

Of course! There are a few gaps in the label still, 
some bands whom I wish I had released their 
records, and would definitely like to do some- 
thing with in the future. 

I heard about that you wanna stop the label in 201 1 ... Why? 

Some 1 1 year old girl with her grandfather came up to me at a record fair 
here. G’dad was shopping for some classic rock, and wanted to keep his 
daughter happy ... so he came up to me and asked for a copy of the lat- 
est Lady Gaga album. I gave her a PEACH KELLI POP record and told 
her that she’d understand in about 5 years ... just play it, memorize it, 
and blast it out to your friends at your next birthday party. I was pretty 
drunk when I did that, and I feel kinda bad. I swear to god though, I 
started GOING GAGA at least a year or two before Lady G hit the 
scenes. I just can’t take it anymore. I’m gonna snap! 

Will you start a new label under a new name? 

Yeah, the new label is gonna be »Don’t Use My Label Name To Launch 
A Mainstream Popular Music Career, Records. « But no ... I haven’t 
decided on the name yet, but stay tuned! 

Will the new label cover the same bands and music as Going Gaga or 
do you plan a new direction? 

Probably. I learnt a few things along the way. 


This year GGW IV is going to blow people’s 
minds. I can’t wait! 

Ian, besides of the festival and your labelwork 
you also play in the WHITE WIRES. You just 
released your second album. I’m still waiting 
for my copy, so just tell me what you think of 
your new album? Are you satisfied? 

The second album is basically the third album, 
but after our first album we did a whole bunch of 
singles that were all recorded in the same ses- 
sion. This second album is another big accom- 
plishment for the band. Doing an album is a big 
deal for us. It means we need to make songs, 
practice, record, write lyrics, do the album cover, 
that shit takes us forever! I am totally satisfied 
with this new album ... it’s fuckin baddass! We 
tried to do something different, and we did it! 
This album is all live off the floor (as usual) and 
fast as hell! These are some of my personal 
favourite WHITE WIRES songs on here. Doing a 
second album is a weird thing. People get all these things stuck in their 
heads about how you’ should be. I bet a lot of bands have pulled the 
plug after album two. People can be harsh on bands, and I know people 
give me shit for reading message boards and arguing with people, but to 
me, the internet is not invisible. I think after a band has done several 
albums, people revere the 2nd one as an oddity ... that’s cool! The 
WHITE WIRES got tons of great feedback on the new album. Reviews 
from everywhere, more praise than we can handle, and enough insults 
to keep us cool. I’m really proud of »WWII«, and I listen to it often. I 
can’t wait to play those songs more at our live shows. Right now our set 
is about a quarter »WWI«, a quarter singles, about a half »WWII«, and 
then a couple covers for flavor! We didn’t play » Roxanne « live on tour 
in Europe, because a certain friend of ours over there told us he loved 
the new album, but that song stinks! Haha. He’s probably right, but we 
fell in love with it again, and are currently ripping that song SO hard! 
Watchout!!! 

Do you have bigger touring-plans for the new album? Maybe Europe 
again? In this issue of the CRKO is also your diary of your Euro-tour 
in fall 2010 and it seems as if you liked it over here... 



Ian in action with the SEDATIVES 


You already mentioned the »Gaga Weekends - the yearly festival you 
do in Ottawa. You also did a DVD for the last »Gaga Weekends can 
you tell the readers a little bit about the event? 


GOING 

GAGA. 

KEOORDS 

SEDATIVES - Debut 7” 

WHITE WIRES - Debut LP 
SUPPOSITORIES - Debut LP 
MOTHER’S CHILDREN - Debut 7” 
SUPPOSITORIES - 1st 7” 

V/A Ottawa Gaga - Compilation LP 
WALNUT KIDS - Debut 7” 
JOLIETTES - Debut 7” 

SONIC AVENUES - Debut LP 
ZEBRASSIERES - Debut LP 
VISITORS - Avenging The Visigoths LP 
PEACH KELLI POP - Debut LP 


The Gaga Week- 
end started in 2008 
as a party for all the 
bands in Ottawa 
that I liked. Total 
punk weekend. 
Tons of great 
bands, tons of great 
parties, and all for a 
price that makes 
everybody happy. 
30+ bands, 4 shows 
at 4 different ven- 
ues, 3 days, 2 legit, 
1 hell of a good 
time! 2010 was the 
3rd Gaga Weekend, 
and arguably tied as 
the best yet! The 
tie would be a draw 
with the GGW I 
and the GGW II. 


We are going to tour this year for sure. Mostly weekends. I can’t handle 
the whole 2 week tour. I get WAY too fucked up every night because 
that’s one of my favourite things to do, and after about a week it starts 
to push my fragile mental state into full blown headcase mode. I can go 
on tour for like 4 days at a time ... get super wasted every night, play 
hard sets, party like an animal, then go back to work for a week to level 
off. Haha, funny, because most people are opposite, but I just can’t con- 
trol myself. 

You played in the SEDATIVES before the WHITE WIRES, how do you rate 
the influence of the SEDATIVES in the retrospect? 

WHITE WIRES actually started before SEDATIVES. Even though 
SEDZ put out our first record a few months before WHITE WIRES, 
they both basically started at the same time ... when I moved to Ottawa 
in 2007. For me, it was like a Janus face. SEDZ took care of all my rage 
and ferocity, and WHITE WI^ES let out all the more positive things, 
like hilarious shitty guitar playing, goofy songs like »Your Mother Says 
Your Ugly«, and happy things like melodies! 

What’s the matter with the SEDATIVES today? You play in WHITE 
WIRES and the other guys all play in the STEVE ADAMYK BAND and 
other projects, but you never finally split, is that right? 

There have been talks of doing another album someday. I don’t know 
what it will take ... but we haven’t played a single song together since 
Munich in 2009. 1 know the 4 of us are all totally up for doing another 
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album. I even have several .songs ready for it, as I’m sure Steve and 
Emmanuel do as well. Ive talked to Dave about it too, and he’s game. 
It’s just that we’re all so busy with so many other things. I dunno, let’s 
make a deal Bernd ... If SEDZ do another record, you gotta make a 
video of yourself doing the hula-hoop, butt naked, in the winter, in the 
middle of the busiest intersection of your hometown! Oh, and you have 
to post it on youtube ... with the URL link as the only text on the cover 
of that month’s CRKO! 

Haha, oh well ... I live in a very small town and even the busiest inter- 
section here is not really busy at all. I’ll think about it... 

Just kidding, you don’t have to do shit... we’ll do the hula hooping!!! 
We’ll make it the cover of our new album! ! ! 


knows that it’s number 2! I always want her to be happy. She’s the best! 
So supportive, so encouraging, and so positive. She loves the records I 
play at home, punk, new wave, garage, whatever, she’ll be boppin . . . but 
she doesn’t have any interest in playing music or being in bands herself. 
I dunno, I guess it’s one of those opposites attract. My friend Davey told 
her that she’s my stability ... I think that is really true. 

Did you ever think about having kids? I don’t have kids yet, but I have 
a master-plan: Triplets! Bass, guitar, drums - classic instrumentation! 
What do you think of it? 

Yeah, I really want to have kids one day. Triplets would be great! 
Guitar, bass and drums! I could be one of those freak dads who forces 
them to learn my shitty songs h^ha! 


Ah good, so I don’t have to ruin my reputation, phew... Ian, aside of 
being a funny guy you run a label, you are doing a great festival, you 
play in a cool band, you work as a Di on Punkrockparties - I know 
some more people from Ottawa and most of these people seem to be 
in at least 3+ bands and have several other time-consuming music- 
things going on... Me and some friends here in Germany already had 
the theory that there must be something special in the water in 
Ottawa, or maybe one day has 36 hours in Ontario, or you invented a 
secret method to' clone yourselves to keep track of all the things you 
are doing... So, here’s the all-dominant question: Where do you take 
the time to do all these crazy and cool things??? 


Yeehaw, the future of Canadian Punkrock is secured: THE GAGA 
TRIPLETS - world tour 2030! Ian, I’m running out of questions ... do 
you have some more important stuff you wanna tell us?! 

Important stuff eh? Did you know that Steve Adamyk and I have the 
exact same birthdate? And our Mom’s went to highschool together! 
That information is of NO use to anybody. I just thought about it a 
while ago because you’ve released records for both of our bands! Hey, 
thanks a lot for the big interview Bernd. You are a really cool dude, and 
I really hope we get to party again someday! Long live the CRKO! 

Thanks Ian! 


I don’t sleep. My grandfather who I love and respect dearly, rest his 
soul, told me that you die in your sleep. So I try to live it up! 


And how do you pay your renf? Do you live from all your musical pro- 
jects or do you have a regular job? 


Yeah, same goes for 
me. I try to combine a 
regular job and musical 
madness, too. But if 
you’d be forced to make 
a choice, what would 
you choose: band or 
label? 


Band! 100%! 


I know you are married 
- does your wife toler- 
ate your musical mad- 
ness? 


Funny you ask. I’m a professional hula-hoopist! No, I actually have a 
university degree in urban planning. However, I could never find a job 
here in Canada. I’ve worked my whole life since 16 in construction. I’m 
a crew supervisor now. I work with concrete, year round, hot and cold, 
rain and ice. When it’s good, it’s GREAT, but when it’s bad, oh man. 
Whatever. At a junction 
I had in my life in my 
mid-20’s, I wrapped my 
head around being in 
bands, and working. 

I’ve now learned that 
having a day job is the 
best way for me to live 
in peace. 


www.myspaGe.com/theewhitewires 
www. myspace . com/goinggagar ecor ds 
www.goinggagarecords.com 


My wife became so 
because she loves me 
for who I am ... I think? 
She loves that I do 
music, and am so dedi- 
cated to all things 
music, because she 
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SUDBURY: 

After we got to know some interesting things on 
Ottawa on the previous pages we’ll stay in 
Ontario and have a look at the nice little town 
of Sudbury. It’s about 3,5 hours north of 
Toronto, 8 hours west of Montreal, 6 hours 
from Ottawa and has a population of 180 000 
approx. And when it comes to Punkrock and 
DIY-music in Sudbury, most people would 
agree on what Dave Williams (CRUSADES) 
has to say: »I should mention the extended 
STATUES family. Some of the most incredible 
people I’ve ever known. « Some more Punk and 
Garage bands from Sudbury are ULTRA VIO- 
LENCE RAY, THE HAVOCS, THE CHADS, and VICIOUS CYCLE. 
The last-mentioned should not be mixed up with the Vancouver-based 
band VICIOUS CYCLES of the same name. VICIOUS CYCLE from 
Sudbury are the hardcorepunk-band with records on Deranged and 
P.Trash. While researching for this article I’ve got the sad news from Jeff 
(STRANGE ATTRACTOR/STATUES) that VICIOUS CYCLE 
broke up recently after doing a couple bigger tours. Nico quit the band 
after the Euro tour and Frank switched from bass to lead vocals. 

The first effort of the already mentioned STATUES family were THE 
HAVOCS. Jeff (STRANGE ATTRACTOR/STATUES) tells their 
story: »THE HAVOCS play 60ies mod influenced rock and roll punk 
and started in 1996 with Rob on guitar and vocals, Paul on bass and 
vocals and myself on drums. I moved away for a few years and Mitch 
filled in for me on the drums. I moved back to Sudbury and played sec- 
ond guitar for a while. Rob quit the band to work on something new and 
I become the lone guitar player. We released a 7inch called ‘Hit Songs 
For Bowlers’ on Uncool Records in 1997. We put out a full length CD 
in 2003 called ‘Bad Day’.« Later Rob, Mitch and Jeff formed the STAT- 
UES and - of course - you know them, you love them! 

Another cool new band/project is STRANGE ATTRACTOR! It’s 
Jeff from the STATUES’ project and it’s absolutely cool. Basic infos can 
be found in the infobox below on this page and there’s a big interview 
with Jeff in this issue, too. Read it! STRANGE ATTRACTOR already 
made lots of fans in the Canadian music scene, such as Mike (MOTH- 
ER’S CHILDREN): »The first time I heard STRANGE ATTRAC- 
TOR in Jeff s basement my head exploded. There are so many bands 
who try and fail at this sound, but he just has it down. It’s what punk is 
supposed to sound like.« Dan (ZEBRASSIERES) is stoked, too: »If 
anyone hasn’t heard STRANGE ATTRACTOR, pick up the new 
record! Even if I didn’t know those guys, they would still be my favorite 
active band right now! Awesome stuff and it’s also Canadian. « 

Besides of cool bands Sudbury also has a 


STATUES 

STATUES formed in 2004 in Sudbury, Ontario. Jeff plays on 
drums, Rob sings and plays the guitar, Mitch plays bass and 
they do perfect Punk/Power Pop. Mitch says: »We all play in 
Jeff’s band STRANGE ATTRACTOR, garage/fuzz/psych/dumb 
punk. When we wanna fuck shit up. We’ve already done 3 
full length records and a half dozen singles so far. We look 
forward to putting out some singles and maybe even a 
record this year.« 

www.mindyourkeepers.wordpress.com 



STRANGE ATTRACTOR 


STRANGE ATTRACTOR is a basement recording project by Jeff Houle. The 
first recordings were done in late 2008. STRANGE ATTRACTOR plays snot- 
ty and over the top garage-punk. The live band was put together and 
started performing in 2010. Mickey the Greek is on the drums, Bobby 
Tits on bass and Krooper on guitar. Jeff sings and plays guitar. Lugio 
played 3rd guitar but then moved away for school. Everybody sings. 
Bobby Tits also plays in STATUES, THE J0LIETTES and MUTAGENS. Mickey 
the Greek plays bass in STATUES and drums in THE HAVOCS, Mr Kroop is in 
ULTRA VIOLENCE RAY and Jeff also plays in STATUES and in THE HAVOCS. Jeff is slowly wor- 
king on some new stuff, might be a lOinch, very probably on Red Lounge Records. Not sure 
yet. Jeff is hoping to go over to Europe and tour sometime in 201 1 . There’s also a big 
STRANGE ATTRACTOR interview in this issue of the CRKO, read it now! 

Discography: 

Strange Attractor LP — Red Lounge Records (2009) 

Petit Bijou lOinch split with Red Mass — P.Trash Records (2010) 

Just Looking 7inch - FDH Records (2010) 

www.myspace.com/onestrangeattractor 


record label and it’s run by - you know it - one of the STATUES-guys. 
Rob is running a small label named ‘Shooting at Decoys’ that co-releas- 
es with European and American labels. One of the latest releases is the 
YEAR ZERO (already mentioned in the Ottawa- article) record with 
P.Trash Records. 

Most liveshows in Sudbury happen at the ‘Townehouse Tavern’, a 
local live music bar/ rock and roll club for punk/ rock/ alternative bands. 
Jeff (STRANGE ATTRACTOR): »Most of the 19+ shows happen at 
the ‘Townehouse Tavern’. Not a punk bar but a locals bar with live 
music 364 days a year. They book all kinds of acts: Roots, Ska, Country, 
Afro-Groove, Surf and of course Punk, Garage and Hardcore. Bands 
I've seen at the Townehouse include, the VIBRATORS, NOMEANS- 
NO, THE SMUGGLERS, THE SADIES, CPC GANGBANGS, 
SPACESHITS, BRUTAL KNIGHTS, AIDS WOLF, THE USAISA- 
MONSTER, SEDATIVES, WHITE WIRES, THE DOERS and a tons 
more. The cover is usually $5 and crowd is built in. We get great 
turnouts and generally people have a lot of fun. All-Ages shows are set 
up in halls, basements and garages. We like to show the touring bands a 
good time.« 

If you wanna know more about the Sudbury-scene, you can also look 
forward to the book by Nico Taus (former VICIOUS CYCLE) - it’s 
called ‘Songs from Nowhere’ and tells the story of the Sudbury all-ages 
Punk scene between 2003 - 2010. Visit: www.songsfromnowhere.com 

TORONTO: 

We stay in Ontario and switch over to the province-capital: Toronto. Of 
course Sudbury and Toronto are both cool towns but two different pair 
of shoes. Sudbury is comparatively small while Toronto is the biggest of 
all Canadian cities and one of the biggest musical hubs, too! Pierre 
Richardson (Bruised Tongue) explains: » Cities like Montreal or 
Toronto are best, because of the large number of people. So more peo- 
ple are into weird stuff. « And that’s why Toronto has dozens of bands, 
from Hardcore to Punk and Garage: FUCKED 
UP, CITY SWEETHEARTS, BRUTAL 
~ ^ KNIGHTS, CAREER SUICIDE, JUNIOR 

BATTLES, MAD MEN, ^ATTENTION!, 
DENTATA, ELL V GORE, ACTUAL 
WATER, MOLESTED YOUTH, SLAUGH- 
TER STRIKE, TOTAL TRASH, URBAN 
BLIGHT, METZ and TEENANGER Cool 
labels in town are ‘Blue Fog’ and ‘Telephone 
Explosion’ and there’s the local zine ‘Pains’ 
(decrepitstate.blogspot.com). All this together 
would deliver enough material to maybe fill a 
little book and I hope I can go more in depth on 
the Toronto scene in the next issue of the 
CRKO. As for right now I let Mark Pesci do the 
talking, cuz he’s doing tons of shows in 
Toronto. He is an independent concert pro- 
moter and books punk, hardcore, garage & 
indie rock bands. Mark used to be in THE 
BAYONETTES (a punk band who had 3 sin- 
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gles on Deranged Records and one on ‘Art of 
the Underground’) and DANGERLOVES (a 
powerpop band with 3 singles on different 
labels). Mark also has a good recapitulation for 
the bigger Canadian cities like Montreal or his 
hometown: »Both big cities with lots going on. 
Lots of bands/venues. Good places to eat and 
places are open late.« And the Ontario-cities 
got another advantage, Mark explains: »The 
scene in Canada is great, although the distances 
between good cities to play can be tough for 
touring bands. If you’re touring in the States, 
it’s really easy to come up and play Toronto, 
Ottawa and Montreal. « So it’s just logic that 
there are always a lot of touring bands coming 
through Toronto. Mark Pesci is the guy who 
books the best of them, despite all the usual 
problems. » Currently there’s a shortage of 
DIY/all ages venues but there are bars that 
don’t ID so kids can get in if they’re brave «, he 
says. »There used to be a great warehouse 
space called the ‘.Adrift Clubhouse’ that was 
open for four months in 2009 - currently look- 
ing for a new location. « Dave Williams from 
Ottawa mentions another Toronto-venue: 
»‘Parts & Labour’/’The Shop’ in Toronto is 
pretty rad.« And that space is - you already 
guessed it - run by Mark: »I run a venue called 
‘The Shop’ under ‘Parts & Labour’ which is 
underneath a fancy restaurant and has punk 
shows 4-8 times a month. « If you wanna know 
more about the things Mark is doing go to 
facebook.com/markpesci or to twitter.com/ 
markpesci. Stay tuned for the rest of Toronto 
in part 2 of the CRKO-Canada-special! 

HALIFAX and MONCTON 



TONGAN DEATH GRIP 

TONGAN DEATH GRIP play super-catchy Punkrock 
and their mastermind Craig tells you their story: 

»We are from Halifax, Nova Scotia and started 
in 2008. We’re a punk band with some poppy 
harmony and stuff. At the time we started it had 
been a year or two since I was in a original punk 
band, I was still playing punk music but mainly in 
cover sets at bars with people, a REAGAN YOUTH 
cover band, a BLACK FLAG cover band, THE DAM- 
NED, NOFX and different stuff. Also at that time I 
had just joined an old style country music band. In order Jo play that stuff and have a simi- 
lar sound I ended up buying a really awesome 70ies Fender Pro Reverb amp. I’d turn up 
the amp really loud and start playing away and I thought the tone sounded really great, 
like old punk, ANGRY SAMOANS, TOY DOLLS, BUZZCOCKS, DAMNED and stuff like that. I quick- 
ly wrote a bunch of songs and asked the other guys if they wanted to start a band. 
Thought the name TONGAN DEATH GRIP would be cool, Tonga is in Samoa so sort of an 
ANGRY SAMOANS connection there. The tongan death grip is a wrestling move that was 
practiced by Haku Fifita, also known as Meng or King Haku. Anyways, we played a show 
and a bunch of people seemed into it; hipsters seemed to really like it and I thought that 
was really weird, I was thinking ‘what the fuck is going on here?’ I thought hipsters were 
into synth stuff and dance screamy stuff at the time. A few punk kids liked it, one kid said 
‘you guys remind me of REGULATIONS or THE VICIOUS’. I said, ‘I don’t know who that is’. I 
went home and I found some REGULATIONS music and I was completely blown away, from 
there I found out about all the amazing modern punk bands, CLOROX GIRLS, POWERCHORDS, 
MARVELOUS DARLINGS, etc. The band is me, (Craig) on Vocals/Guitar, Shane on Bass, 
Michael on Drums. We are all in lots of other bands. Shane and I play in an old country 
music band. I’m in a videogame music band and a bunch of other punk bands. Michael 
plays with lots of big, popular Canadian bands. We have released one 7inch on House 
Party Records. We’ll be putting out a full length on P.Trash sometime 201 1 and we just 
recorded some new stuff that will be out in 201 1 as well. We don’t play many shows or 
practice. Our drummer lives in Montreal which is over 1000 kilometers away from Halifax. 
When we recorded the album we basically taught the tunes to the drummer on the spot 
and then hit record. We want to go to Europe and play shows. We like England’s THE 
MONKS but we don’t like Germany’s THE MONKS, but that’s okay because they were 
American right? That’s all I got for now.« 

www.myspace.com/tongandeathgrip 


With Ottawa, Sudbury and Toronto we’ve 

already covered the ‘Ontario-axis’. Now we move a little bit more to the 
east of Canada, especially the provinces of New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia. »The east coast has always been friendly and really fun to visit. 
It's hard to pick just one place. Most places are charming in their own 
way,« says Jeff (STRANGE ATTRACTOR/STATUES). The towns 
in this region are not really big cities, compared to Ottawa or Toronto. 
But still there are special towns with special bands and special people. 
One is Halifax, home of Craig Hamlin and his band TONGAN 
DEATH GRIP! »Halifax is an amazing town with incredible bands: 
COLD WARPS, BAD VIBRATIONS, BLOODHOUSE, THE FAT 
STUPID S,« he says. »The scene is always thriving here. Tons of 
bands, tons of venues. ‘Reflections Cabaret’ is where I do weekly book- 
ings. Also ‘Gus’ Pub’. I do tons of bookings and I run a band night that 
promotes up and coming bands in town. I put on a couple shows every 
week, all genres. « Mitch (STATUES) likes the town, too: »I like play- 
ing and hanging out in ‘Gus’s Pub’ in Halifax. « Even though Craig 
seems to be the main-entrepreneur for Punkrock-matters in Halifax he’s 
not getting tired of singing praises on neighbour-towns: » FEAR OF 
LIPSTICK and VARSITY WEIRDOS are from Moncton/New 
Brunswick and they rule and are definitely big bands that deserve men- 
tion! They are on It’s Alive Records! Also ‘The Paramount’ in Moncton 
is a great venue !« There you have it kids: you don’t have to move to the 
big-city-metropolis to be a cool Punkrocker. That said we move on now 
to one of the biggest centres for cool music in Canada... 

MONTREAL 

In this article we’ve been through Ontario, New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia. And finally we reach Montreal, the biggest city of the province 


Quebec. As you might know it’s a little bit special about Quebec. The 
majority of Quebec’s population is francophone and there have always 
been discussions for autonomy from the Canadian state. To cut a long 
story short we say it with Johnny Love’s (LE VOLUME ETAIT AU 
MAXIMUM, PAF! Records) words: »Canada and Quebec are two 
totally different things. « Which is first of all a common conclusion. But 
it also has impact on the music-scene (s), according to Johnny: »We 
have the huge language thing going on here, French versus English. It’s 
screwing the whole business. Because if you’re singing in French, you 
may be eligible to receive grants from the government and the big com- 
mercial radios cartel, but in order to receive that money, you have to do 
shitty stuff and suck everybody’s dick. And because everyone is so brain- 
washed with that French shit, whenever a band is doing stuff in English, 
they are immediately tagged as sellouts. The thing is that the French 
language is so beautiful when it’s well written. But you have to make an 
extra effort to make it sounds sweet, something that 99% of people here 
don’t bother to work on.« 

Apart from that Montreal has always been a place for good music. 
»Montreal is the best city. It’s beautiful and the bands are always excel- 
lent, « says Craig (TONGAN DEATH GRIP). Also Janelle Hollyrock 
(Mongrel Zine) votes Montreal the best Canadian ... aaahm ... 
Quebecois city to hang out and Jeff (STRANGE ATTRACTOR) adds: 
»Montreal has always been a hub for five music, great food and amaz- 
ing night life.« A little bit more critical is Dan (ZEBRASSIERES): 
»10 years ago, Montreal was hands down the best in Canada, if not 
North America. Don’t get me wrong though, Montreal is still very awe- 
some and there are some really amazing bands from there. « 

And yes, there were and still are some absolutely great bands from 
there: SONIC AVENUES, THE NILS, THE DOUGHBOYS, LE 
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PAF! Disques 

The driving force behind PAF! Disques is Johnny Love, who is also the 
mastermind of LE VOLUME ETAIT AU MAXIMUM (aka LVEAM). You’ll find 
an in-depth interview with LVEAM in this issue of the CRKO-Fanzine, too. 

Here’s a short info on the PAF! label, by Mr. Johnny Love himself: »My 
small label PAF! Records started basically because obviously, no one was 
ever interested in releasing my stupid electro-punk music here around Montreal (Quebec). 
The sound was quite strange to most people back then. LE VOLUME ETAIT AU MAXIMUM was 
always a one-man band and it celebrated its 15th anniversary last year. So far LVEAM 
released 1 0 albums and some 20+ singles and EPs. But I also released a few records from 
other bands on PAF! Disques, like THE SCUTCHES and SWEETHEART SEBASTIAN. I just wanna 
help bands I really like. I cannot do a lot for bands but if there’s a little something I can do 
to help them, I’ll do it. Good music really deserves to be heard, there’s so much crap going 
on nowadays. I never really wanted to start a label but I guess this is the only way to go 
when you’re doing something different.« 

www.pafdisques.com 



VOLUME ETAIT AU MAXIMUM, RIP- 
CORDZ (who have been playing and making 
records for almost 30 years now) and cool 
artists like Bloodshot Bill, just to name a few. 

There would be dozens more to mention and 
Janelle Hollyrock (Mongrel Zine) has the 
‘Garage side of Montreal’ for us: »THEE B- 
SIDES - featuring Martin Dupras of 
Montreal’s great garage bands SCAT RAG 
BOOSTERS, ROYAL ROUTES, and THE 
SUPPRESSORS - put out only one release, 
the ‘Wreck in Heaven’ LP on Goodbye Boozy 
in 2008, before calling it a day. They played 
really heavy 60ies style rock’n’roll. Too bad 
they didn't release more!« And Dave (from 
Vancouver’s INDIAN WARS) mentions a very 
important band: »... we have DEMON’S 
CLAWS, in Canada, the greatest band out there right now.« Another 
band of the Going Gaga label is very favored by Mike (MOTHER’S 
CHILDREN): »My favorite band in Canada is the WALNUT KIDS 
from Montreal. They are the real deal. Catchy, hooky, punk authentical- 
ly played by four real BRATS. Really bad-ass kids ! « Besides of that I 
have to mention the band that I personally consider as most important 
from Montrel, even though they are defunct for years and years - the 
mighty SPACESHITS!!! They did amazing music back in the days 
(end of the 90ies) and their members produced countless offshots and 
follow up bands: THE KING KHAN & BBCl SHOW, LES SEXA- 
REENOS, THE HOT POCKETS, MIND CONTROLS, THE DEL- 
GATORS and countless others. The SPACESHITS would have been a 
great band to write a ‘Bands You Should’ve Known Of article on but 
unfortunately I couldn’t make a valid contact. Maybe in the future... But 
we can draw another line from one of the SPACESHITS-offshoot- 
members to some hot stuff that’s going on right now. We talk about 
Choyce from LES SEXAREENOS. Once again it’s Janelle (Mongrel 
Zine) who tells you more: »Defmitely Roy Vucino from RED MASS - 
aka Choyce from CPC GANGBANGS and CHEATING HEARTS. 
He has a lot of interesting projects on the go, and is always putting out 
new material with RED MASS on cassette, on 7inches, anything really! 
Check out his label KYB Records at myspace.com/kybproductions. « 

So the scene seems quite active in Montreal. Of course, if you do exot- 
ic pop-electro-stuff like Johnny Love (LVEAM/PAF! Disques) you can 
be a little bit grumpy: »Well the scene is quite dead here. In fact even if 
the local ‘punk’ scene was always active since the late 70ies, the power 
pop scene never really existed at all. Of course it became a bit popular 
these last few years but no one was doing poppy stuff here before. « 


Montreal also has a lot of live-music going on in various clubs, bars 
and venues such as ‘Casa Del Popolo’, ‘Friendship Cove’ (KI.P.), 
‘Interstice’, ‘L’Escogriffe’ (aka ‘L’Esco’) or ‘Sala Rosa’. »Montreal has A 
LOT of cool venues to play«, says Johnny Love (LVEAM/PAF! 
Disques): »It’s changing a lot every year, owners change, club names 
change, but there’s always several good places to go see some punk 
bands. A lot of small clubs have emerged recently, which is great for 
small bands since the underground scene has been really tough these 
last 2-3 years. The structures are changing A LOT. You don’t promote 
a band like you did 5 years ago. You’re not doing the same moves, cause 
it won’t work. That place called ‘Foufounes Electriques’ is quite an insti- 
tution here. It’s been running for over 20 years and it was the coolest 
place for punk in the 80ies. Strange enough, even if a lot of bands hate 
playing there today, it’s still my personal favorite venue to play.« In any 
case, before we end part one of the Canada-article the CRKO spared 
neither troubles nor expenses to bring special-agent Uli to Montreal to 
write a real-life undercover-report on what’s going on in that city! Read 
it below 

Last words 

Last words? No, not really, cuz this story will be continued in the next 
CRKO! And: you will read some more interviews and stories in this 
issue about cool Canadian bands! As always the genesis of this article 
was totally chaotic and everything happened in a rush. But my basic 
intention is always to waken the interest of people to check out bands 
and go deeper into the topic. I hope my writing served that purpose! If 
you have something to add about this (positive/negative feedback, sta- 
tements, additions) I'd be glad if you drop me a line. Big THANX to all 
the people who contributed. Look forward to ‘Canada part 2’!!! 


CRKO goes MONTREAL!!! 


A few weeks ago Bernd sent me out from the hinterlands 
of Meppen city into the far wide world to check out all 
the incredible secrets of Canadian east coast punkrock. 
Of course Bernd couldn’t go by himself cuz he had to 
finish the newest issue of the CRKO Fanzine. So some- 
one else had to do the job! 

When Bernd told me about his secret plans my mis- 
sion was determined: Uli Undercover had to go over- 
seas! Well, I packed my stuff, got on the plane and took 
off to Montreal. And there I was - it only took a few 
moments to feel home in this beautiful city cuz I found 
the perfect place to stay incl. the most incredible people 
lever met (Soum, Fabs: I LOVE YOU!!!). Furthermore 
I am very sure that it is very hard to NOT have a crush 
on this amazing city. There is music ALL AROUND, 
EVERY DAY and the Quebecois people are very warm- 
hearted. You’ll find any food you like on every comer 
and also there are a lot of nice bars and cafes to hang out. 


By the way: a great record store to browse around is 
‘Primitive Records’ on St. Denis/Avenues des Pins. 

My place was perfectly set, right next to Berri UQAM 
(the central station of the Montreal Metro), a perfect 
place to explore the city. A lot of work had to be done 
and I picked up the investigations for the CRKO. In the 
meantime Bernd had contacted Ian - head honcho of 
the Ottawa based WHITE WIRES and Going Gaga 
Records - who he got to know on a show during their 
European tour in fall 2010. Shame on me that I didn’t 
make it to one of their shows back then! Bernd told Ian 
about our plans to figure out the secrets of Canadian east 
coast punkrock and luckily Ian decided to help us with 
one or another information (his reward was a free issue 
of the CRKO). Ian told us about some bands from 
Ottawa, Montreal and a few cool places which I should- 
n’t miss. So, the plan was set... 

The very first show I attended in Montreal took place 



20 


CRKO #2 








CANADA-SPECIAL Part 1 




on the 2nd of December at a place called ‘Cafe Chaos’ 
close to Berri UQAM. The ‘Cafe Chaos’ is a »corpora- 
tive du travail « and to me it felt like kinda »selbsverwal- 
tetes Jugendzentrum« (the self-governed youth-centres 
we got at home in Germany) without any stupid bounc- 
ers in front of the doors. A nice place to hang out and 
they decorated the bar downstairs like a pirate ship. 
Aboard they rather play heavy metal music than 
punkrock, but upstairs I didn’t feel in heavy pirate heav- 
en at all. It was »Le Bal Des Cougars «, kind of a univer- 
sity party for a few crazy students, where they promised: 
»I1 y aura meme les maquillages pour vous transforme 
en betes sauvages. Vous pourrez danser, trouver lame 
soeur etc et les surprises! « My German English version 
of this is: »There will be even the makeup to transform 
you into beasts. You can dance, etc find the soul sister 
and surprises !« As you know you have to turn into this 
beautiful Qu^becois/French accent to understand the 
people around in Montreal! I love it! I escaped from the 
makeup-betises and took a look around. The first band 
to play was JESUSLESFILLES from Montreal. They 
played a mixture out of Rock, Folk and Grunge, had a 
constant tambourine playing, which I liked very much. 
They were entertaining all their crazy friends they 
brought. The kids were dancing and I couldn’t wait for 
the second band on the bill: the WALNUT KIDS 
(Montreal)! I didn’t know them before and as soon as 
they started playing I was pretty amazed about their 
sound and the sound the location blew into the crowd! I 
really enjoyed their music. For me it felt like putting 
THE RAMONES together with the Pop of Phil 
Seymour and the YUM YUMS, combined with a little 
early ROLLING STONES attitude. Even without the 
make-up of »Les Cougars« I was shakin’ around and 
cheering. Their cover versions » Havana Affair « 
(RAMONES) and »A11 Kindsa Girls« (THE REAL 
KIDS) made the crowd go nuts and the singer was sur- 
prised about the fact that at least a few students even 
knew THE RAMONES! Their songs »Back To The 
Club« and »Hangin around with you« are my absolute 
favourites! Check it out on myspace (myspace.com/ 


thewalnutkids). Only a few days later the WALNUT 
KIDS were playing again at ‘Les Katacombes’ in 
Montreal but I didn’t make it to go there. (Note of 
the editor - Huh?! What the am I payin’ you 
for?!?!) 

For the 10th of December my friends (which I 
know from Berlin) asked me to come along to a con- 
cert of a band they knew. The band was called THE 
MADAFAKAZ (Montreal) and only because of this 
fabulous name they were supposed to be genial. I 
checked out their sound on myspace 
(myspace.com/madafakazl) and was looking forward 
to see those guys on stage cuz they promised kinda surf- 
trash music. Again at ‘Cafe Chaos’ there was only a small 
bunch of people but that didn’t mean a thing at all! THE 


MADAFAKAZ played a crazy nice show with surf- 
rockin’ music at its best, which reminded me of THE 
CAVE 4 from Solingen/Germany. The show they pre- 
sented was fantastic and a lot of fun. These guys really 
know how to entertain: They introduced themselves 
wearing tights-masks over their faces and shouting like 
Indians at a fire dance! During their show they threw a 
balloon and a sex-doll into the tiny crowd! Everybody 
was crazy about dancing and playing with their toys 
(Note of the editor - Did you play with the balloon or 
the doll?!). During their song » German girlfriend & der 
rote Surf Baron « they pretended to sing in German, but 
even I was unable to understand a word. It really sound- 
ed like the ridiculous way Hank van Helvete (TUR- 
BONEGRO) sings in fake German on their song »I got 
erection «. Later Phang (guitar) explained to me that he 
wrote this song and their singer was suppposed to sing 
»something« that sounded like German. I really like 
these guys and they told me they really would like to 
come to Germany to play some shows, so record-labels 
and bookers: Check them out! I also saw a second show 
of them on the 22nd of December at ‘Quai de Bruhmes’ 
a bar on Plateau de Mont Royal right next to ‘L’Esco’, a 
very nice punkrockbar (myspace.com/lescobar). 
Another band that played was named BAD UNCLE 
(Montreal) and they played some kinda gipsy-folk-blues 
and brought a sword-swallower with them. 
ARGGGGH! 

On the Ilth and 12th of December THE KIDS 
(Belgium) were playing in Montreal. Damned und was 
ne Scheifie that I couldn’t go there! I had to rest at home, 
having a lovely cold - Well, the Canadian winter isn’t 
comparable with the German! (Note of the editor - 
Hmpf, I’m still waiting for your sick note . . . ) 

But the Canadian concert trip continued on the 20th 
of December. I went to a concert of THE BREAST- 
FEEDERS (Montreal) at ‘Baptiste sur Masson’ a comfy 
bar a little far out. I already knew THE BREASTFEED- 
ERS (myspace.com/lesbreastfeeders65) cuz friends of 
mine from Munster/ Germany are going mad for them. 
So I had to go otherwise they would have killed me. And 
I didn’t regret! It was pretty much the best show I have 
seen since now in Montreal - and all the other shows 
weren’t bad at all! The band brought good vibes and 
dropped them to the people around. Well, everybody 
was going nutty! I really enjoyed their French singa- 
longs. But the most amazing detail of this band was the 
holy TAMBOURINE MAN! He went crazy, warming 
up every poor soul who was around, bringin’ a smile on 
every girls n boys face, he was the good ghost, he was 
everywhere, jumpin’ around like an ape! FUCKIN 
AWESOME! YES! I am convinced that if you start a 


band, there has to be that certain somebody like him in 
your line-up! If not ... stay home! Mann, war das geil! 
People were stagediving even if this was barely possible. 
The best part of the story, THE TAMBOURINE MAN 
(my personal hero since then) smashed his Tambourine 
hammering it against every corner. I took a chunk of his 


wicked rhythm machine and brought it home! I built an 
altar for it! 

The last blast for 
2010 was at ‘Les 
Katacombes’ in Mon- 
treal - 5 (F-I-V-E!!!) 
bands were playing on 
the 28th of December. 

Wow - that evening 
was cramped with a lot 
of amusement: great 
music, new bands, 
adorable people, gal- 
lons of beer, cigarettes 
and some taxi trips 
through *’ Montreal! 

The rumble started with the SONIC AVENUES from 
Montreal (myspace.com/sonicavenues), went on with 
MOTHER’S CHILDREN from Ottawa (my- 
space. com/motherschildren), followed by THE 
WHITE WIRES from Ottawa 

(myspace.com/theewhitewires), THE BATORS from 
Montreal (myspace.com/thebators) and found it’s 
grand finale with CITY SWEETHEARTS from 
Toronto (myspace.com/citysweethearts) ! 

I tried dancing, taking pictures while talking to new 
friends, drinking beer, smoking cigarettes, watching and 
listening to the bands... It was great! Me and my 
German companion had a lot of fun even if the crowd 
was a little bit sleepy in the beginning... It took two 
bands and during the WHITE WIRES were offering 
their catchy songs like »Girly Girly Girly« or »Be true 
to your school « the crowd was warming up and ass- 
shakin’! I also really liked the sound of SONIC 
AVENUES and MOTHER’S CHILDREN! It’s this 
mixture of Punk Rock with this certain dash of some- 
thing that I am unable to describe! Guys’n Gals, listen to 
their records and dance around!!! Hopefully I’m gonna 
see them again soon! The most entertaining feature on 
this evening was when someone threw down little toy- 
balls from the gallery into the crowd while the last band 
was playing. It felt a little like in those »kids-wonder- 
lands« you can find in every Ikea-store where you can 
put your sweet annoying kids: That evening we were 
those annoying kids, throwing the balls to each other, 
trying to drop all the people on or in front of the stage. 
What a funny game! After a while all balls were gone and 
we had to leave in order to continue this hilarious night 
at ‘L’Esco’ and at a nice party with our new Canadian 
friends! Later on Davey (from MOTHER’S CHIL- 
DREN and STEVE ADAMYK BAND) and I figured 
out that especially Canadians plus Germans plus Beer 
are an excellent combination 
for a successful party bash! 
Worth to be continued!!! 
(Note of the editor - Oh 
well, you are partying and 
poor me had to handle 
Davey’s »Uli rules« mails in 
Germany the next day . . . ) 

So, finally I have to say that 
some of those crazy 
Canadian Punkrockers just 
made a visit to good ole 
Europe in March/April 
2011, while I had my last 
days here in Montreal - I 
hope you didn’t miss the 
SONIC AVENUES and the 
STEVE ADAMYK BAND! 
They are all about shaking 
ass and dance crazy! I hope 
you drank a beer with Davey 
and the other guys, just like I 
did ... and I hope you didn’t forget to bring your toys to 
their shows! 

Mission to be continued ... 

Cheers and k la prochaine! 

Yours truly »Uli Undercover « 


WHY, BRAD DARUNC, THERE'S MANDY AND 
LYNDSAYs eornc away party on DEC. 
28 TH WITH THE WHITE WIRES, SONIC 
AVENUES, MOTHER'S CHILDREN, 
CITY SWEETHEARTS AND THE 
BATORS AT KATACOMBES (1655 ST-lAURENTjl 
IT'S 18+, $6 AND STARTS AT 8PMl 
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On Tour with: THE WHITE WIRES & MEAN JEANS (Europe, Fall 2010) 


THE WHITE WIRES vs. MEAN JEANS (Euro Tour 2010) 


Woohoo, another tour-diary! You know that we like to publish those 
thingys from the two previous issues of the CRKO, where the SEDA- 
TIVES/IDLE HANDS and STATUES /SMALLTOWN shared their 
golden memories from the road with us. Actually the STAT- 
UES/SMALLTOWN diary was meant to be continued in this issue and 
you see the tremendous sequel in the pic to the right. Epic! 

Anyways, for this issue we persuaded Ottawa’s WHITE WIRES and 
Portland’s MEANJEANS to write something for us, while touring 
through Europe in the fall of 2010. Damn, WHITE WIRES and MEAN 
JEANS ... what a package'. ! ! Together with Pete P.Trash I even managed 
it to release a tour-split-EP for those party animals! But for that tour I 
have to say ... I only made it to one show. Shame on me! And at that 
show I was so damn busy at the merch-table, selling all those gazillion 
copies of the CRKO and the aforementioned split-EP, aaaarrrrgggh. 
Good for me that I have this tour-diary where I can join Ian, Luke, Allie, 
Billy Jeans, Jeans Wilder and Howie Doodat in their adventures. And so 
can you! Have fun reading! And if you read this in the subway or at the 
bus, don’t complain if all people around you think you are a moron, cuz 
you have to turn the pages upside down to read everything. Our heroes 
did a handwritten diary and so I had to turn the pages a little bit. Enough 
talking, here we go! 

Tour-schedule: MEAN JEANS /WHITE WIRES Eurotour 2010: 

02. Sep. 2010 Munster - Gleis 22 | 03. Sep. 2010 Karlsruhe - 
Carambolage | 04. Sep. 2010 Munich - Kafe Kult | 05. Sep. 2010 Berlin 
- Cortina Bob | 06. Sep. 2010 Hamburg - MS Hedi | 07. Sep. 2010 
Cologne - Sonic Ballroom | 08. Sep. 2010 Kortrijk - The Pits | 09. Sep. 
2010 Paris - Miroiterie | 10. Sep. 2010 Barcelona - Rock Sound | 11. 
Sep. 2010 Madrid - Wurlitzer Ballroom 

(MEAN JEANS did some more shows on their own, but the diary 
features only the dates both bands played together) 


STATUES/SMALLTOWN/VICIOUS CYCLE 

Euro Tour 2010, Part 2 
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Okay kids, if you haven’t been on one of the 
shows you know what you missed now. I’ve 
been in Munster/ Germany and even though I 
spent the whole evening at the merch-table, it 
was a fantastic fun-night! The reason why I was 
stuck at the merch: I had the honor to release a 
split-EP on my label Timmeheiehumme 
Records (as a co-release with P.Trash records) 
and the show in Munster was the record- 
release-party. The genesis of that platter was 
pretty chaotic, and everybody confuses this 
release with the split on Dirtnap but the songs 
are different and comes with cartoon-artwork 
by yours truly. There are still some copies left 
(even a few of the special record-release-edi- 
tion), just drop a line if you need one (Bernd) 





Mwixssm&nL 


alle Drucksachen Q 
schnell & gunstigH 
www.logiprint.com Q 




STRANGE ATTRACTOR 



By Roman GG-Go (December 2010) 


Canada, home of a many great punk bands, cool labels like Going Gaga and lots of other cool stuff going 
on. One of my favourite Canadian bands of the moment is STRANGE ATTRACTOR from Sudbury, Ontario. 
Basically it’s just Jeff from the STATUES who wrote and recorded songs but gets help from friends when play- 
ing live. I first heard that he’s doing his own stuff when I got a request at MySpace and was very excited 
about it, so me and Mr Lame Bunny (who’s also involved in CRKO), sent out the link to some friends who run 
their own record labels. Well, it seems that Martin from Red Lounge, Peter from P.Trash and Eric from FDH 
were as excited as we were cause they released the first three records from STRANGE ATTRACTOR in the last 
months! Now while this has been earlier in 2010 I guess it’s about time to talk to Jeff himself and ask him 
what’s up next. Here’s what he had to say: 


Hey Jeff, what’s with the name STRANGE ATTRAC- 
TOR? Where does it come from? 

The song » She’s Got A Strange Attractor« is actual- 
ly on a HEADCOATS record, I first heard this song 
on the » Beach Bums Must Die« album and liked the 
way it sounded. Choosing a band name really sucks. 
But I’m a huge Billy Childish fan, I love all those old 
MILKSHAKES, HEADCOATS, MIGHTY CAE- 
SARS records. I also enjoy his paintings and poetry. 

So you had the band name, did that influence the 
way you sound? Did you try to do it as something 
like a Billy Childish outfit? 

The name STRANGE ATTRACTOR didn’t really 
have anything to do with the way anything came out 
sounding. I had most of the songs from the first LP 
finished before I had even considered giving the 
project a name. I needed to choose a name when I 
wanted to put a couple songs up on MySpace. The 
main influence would be those KBD punk compila- 
tions and bands like TEENGENERATE and GUI- 
TAR WOLF. 

Why did you start STRANGE ATTRACTOR in the first 
place? What do you have to tell the world? 

Well I recorded a whole bunch of songs in my base- 
ment during a break between shooting schedules for 
a TV show I work on. I was bored and I wanted to tell 
the world to fuck off. As somebody else. 

Why did you post your songs on MySpace in the first 
place? What did you expect would happen? 

I wrote a song about Litty, the German loud mouth, 
know it all who drove STATUES around Europe for 
a few weeks a couple years back. I wanted him to hear 
it but I didn’t want him to know who I was. I signed 
up on MySpace and sent friend requests to people, 
bands and labels I had met through Litty, hoping that 
the message would get to him. It did. He loves the 
song, but says it’s crap compared to »Night 
Banger «. It’s so Litty of him. 

What are you singing about, besides of Litty? Other 
real people? Did they like it or are they pissed? 


Most songs are about my dog Ramone. Others are 
about real people. I wrote about the Night Banger, 
Johnny Black Cat and my friend Alex’s Night 
Banging tendencies, I think he was a little pissed at 
first. He said it made him look disrespectful. 
Whatever, he loves it. I recently wrote a Litty related 
song about a girl named Juli. I never met Juli and I’m 
not too sure if she’s heard the song or how she feels 
about it. 

Now you have three records out: on Red Lounge, 
P.Trash and FDH. Did they turn out the way you 
wanted them? 

I did an LP with Martin at Red Lounge Records, a 
lOinch with Peter at P.Trash and a 7inch with Eric at 
FDH Records. I’m working on some new stuff for 
Red Lounge. All around great people and labels to 
work with. I would do a record with all of these labels 
again. 

Have you been/are you in other bands besides STAT- 
UES and STRANGE ATTRACTOR? Which ones? 

I play drums in STATUES and guitar in the HAV- 
OCS. I’ve played in a bunch of bands, projects and 
recordings in the past. Everything from garage, punk, 
surf, psych, folk, noise. I like to mix it up. 

How’s writing songs? Do you start like: now I’m 
doing a STRANGE ATTRACTOR/HAVOCS/STATUES 
song or do you play what comes to your mind and 
see where it takes you? And do you write songs 
alone or with help from some friends? 

All these bands and songs are kept separate. We’re all 
big music fans and these bands exist so that we can 
play different styles without mixing it up too much as 
one band. One band, one style. I write and record all 
of the STRANGE ATTRACTOR stuff by myself in 
my basement. STATUES writes as a band, Rob 
writes all the lyrics. Paul writes most of the HAV- 
OCS stuff. 

You do cover versions of NIPPLE ERECTORS and BIG 
BALLS AND THE GREAT WHITE IDIOT stuff, do you 
like punk from the past better than from today? 


I prefer the old punk, doesn’t everyone? I’m working 
on a couple more. 

You did a few shows as STRANGE ATTRACTOR, who 
was playing in your live-band? In know about Rob 
and Mitch from the STATUES and who else? 

We played some shows in 2010. Rob is playing bass, 
Mitch is on the drums, Eric from ULTRA VIO- 
LENCE RAY is on guitar and I sing and play guitar. 
We had a third guitar player named Lugio Mizzouje, 
he moved away for school. 

So how does it feel doing a show with STRANGE 
ATTRACTOR? 

It feels great. We had some great shows in Ottawa, 
Ltmdon (Canada) and Sudbury. Many more to 
come I’m sure. I’m hoping to play out more in 201 1. 

You definitely should do a European tour! Why not 
come over with the STATUES or STEVE ADAMYK 
BAND maybe? That would be a hell of a package! 

I really wanna set something up in Europe for 2011. 
It wouldn’t be a STATUES/STRANGE ATTRAC- 
TOR tour. I wanna keep these separate. I think it 
would be overkill and I’m feeling fat and old. 

I’ve read on twitter what the MYELIN SHEATHS said 
about you: »Probably the best Canadian band 
today!« Have you read that? Do you know the 
MYELIN SHEATHS? They have great records out on 
Bachelor and HoZac. 

Those are kind words. I will look them up. 

Have you heard other reactions, read some reviews? 

Yeah, I read some positive stuff in MRR and 
Terminal Boredom. I get some email from people 
who are really into the records from time to time too. 
It’s cool. 

And what are your favourite bands at the moment? 

Today I listened to Rick Agnew, TYVEK, VOMIT 
SQUAD, TVP’s, PROTEX and Michael Yonkers. I 
could never choose a favourite. Whatever I’m listen- 
ing to at the moment I guess. 

And which bands inspired you to do start your own 
bands as a kid? 

I’ve been influenced by a lot of people. There are a 
bunch of sounds that come out in the STRANGE 
ATTRACTOR songs. Garage, punk, surf and a 
touch of hardcore. I love THE WHO, THE JAM, 
THE BYRDS, BEEFHEART (RIP), BEACH 
BOYS, BONNIWELL MUSIC MACHINE, THE 
DAMNED, Link Wray, THE BUZZCOCKS and the 
fist goes on forever. You get it. 

Okay, now one of the best bands of the moment cer- 
tainly are the WHITE WIRES, but anyway Canada 
seems to be exploding with great bands lately, and 
you do have a relation to Ian and Going Gaga, you 
even played Going Gaga Weekend. Tell me a bit 
about the Canadian Punk scene, Ian and that week- 
end - what bands do you like, how did you meet Ian 
for the first time, etc, please. 

I love the WHITE WIRES. They played one of the 
STRANGE ATTRACTOR record release shows in 
Sudbury and we’ve played with them a bunch with 
STATUES and HAVOCS. They’re a cool band 
made up of three really sweet people. I first met Ian 
in Ottawa when the HAVOCS played ‘Rock N Roll 
Pizza Party’, a weekly punk, garage, power-pop night 
started by Luke from WHITE WIRES and 
Emmanuel from SEDATIVES. STATUES played 
the ‘Gaga weekend’ twice and STRANGE 
ATTRACTOR played in 2010. It’s a killer weekend 
and Ian does a bang on job with choosing all the 
bands and keeping things on track. He also played 
some keys on the P.Trash lOinch I did. 
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How’s living in Canada anyway? Does it help to be in the STATUES? What do 
you think about Europe? 

Canada is big. Getting shows is easy, getting there is another story, especially in 
the winter. I’m not sure if being in STATUES is helping. STATUES has what we 
call » STATUES luck«. Shitty things just happen to us, but then again, we’re 
nice guys, people know us, some people like us so I’m sure it must help. We love 
touring in Europe. We’ve been twice with STATUES. We met some really great 
people and saw and learned so much. I really wanna get over there and tour with 
STRANGE ATTRACTOR in 201 1. 

And when will there be a new record? Got some plans already? 

I have some stuff recorded, I was gonna do a 7inch but I’m thinking about adding 
a few more songs and releasing another lOinch. I’ll start working on a new LP 
once I get these last songs out. 

You did some great videos too, how did you do that? 

I did a video for »Fuck Shit Up« and used some footage from the Hilarious 
House of Frightenstein in a video for »Kick Her In The Dirt«. My friend James, 


who actually knows what he’s doing made a video for »Nite Stalker«. We stayed 
late after work and used the blue screen and some lights in the studio. I brought 
a few changes of clothes and we did it as fast as we could. He edited it and made 
it look all messy. I wanted it to look like a Turkish television performance so he 
added that ID and there you have it. 

You should do a record with limited DVD, seriously! 

DVD? How about a 37 hour, 15 volume spoken word DVD by Litty + bonus 
commentary AND behind the scenes documentary by Litty? 

Okay, any last words? 

RAW EXTRA XXX FUCK SHIT UP! 

Thanks soo much !!! Can’t wait to see you guys in 201 1 !! 

www. myspace . com/ ones t rangeat tract or 

www. myspace . com/statues 

www. myspace . com/t hehavocs fr omsudbury 
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By Beppo Amaretto (January 2011) 

There are plenty of poppunk bands all around the world. Most of them try to sound like the RAMONES, 
RIVERDALES, QUEERS, SCREECHING WEASEL or sometimes even BLINK 182! Some of them are great (like THE 
SCUTCHES), some are a boring like a history lesson (like THE... oh, I almost mentioned a name! No go!!!). 
I’m sure that the RAMONES will never be forgotten because they were one of the most fancy bands ever, but 
I guess no one will remember all the copies of other copies a few years later. Only a few cool bands dared 
to create an individual poppunk-sound that has never been there before. I’m thinking of great artists like 
the TRAVOLTAS or the incredible HELEN LOVE. Of course their sound has always been very RAMONES-influ- 
enced too, but they created a very own sound cocktail, you will recognise whenever you hear it. The very best 
example for a band who created a very own poppunk-style are the main actors of the following interview. 
Main actors? I have to correct myself. There’s only one main actor in the world’s most futuristic poppunk 
project. It’s a musical workaholic, a songwriter, a multi-instrumentalist, a producer, a label-boss... Of 
course I’m talking about Canada’s craziest do-it-yourself-activist Johnny Love who lives deep in the Canadian 
woods. He’s a true artist and a perfectionist. I really never heard such brilliant pop tunes before. Three 
chords, melodies which are sweet as candy and full of emotions, and one of the greatest voices I’ve ever 
heard. Never mind MODERN TALKING... Here’s LE VOLUME ETAIT AU MAXIMUM!!! OK, let’s ask that friend- 
ly Canuck a few questions... 


Hey Ho Johnny! What does LE VOLUME ETAIT AU 
MAXIMUM mean? 

It means a blast from the blast. The volume was at 
the maximum. A souvenir of something too loud. A 
great memory of a very powerful event. There’s a 
PINK FLOYD passage in the song » Summer ‘68 « 
that goes like: »We met just six hours ago the music 
was too loud.« Loud volume, but from a past event. 
The fact that the name is at past tense defines the 
whole melancholic vibe behind the music itself. 
Some people call LVEAM Power-Melancholic 
music. I love that. If you consider the fact that vol- 
ume may be interpreted as a mass unit instead of a 
sound level unit, it may means an erection. How cool 
is that? 

Please give us a short band-history... 

Started to learn how to record stuff from my early 
years. Played guitar for years. But somehow I only 
started to write songs at about 18 years old. Wish I 
had started before so I would be good now. Ahaha! I 
recorded three Syd-Barrettesque albums (god, 
second FLOYD reference here!!) before I decided 
that my project would be punk-rock oriented. So far 
I’ve released by myself 10 albums, 24 EPs, 2 boxsets 
and a book. LVEAM will be celebrating it’s 20th 
anniversary in 2015. How cool is that? 

Who is currently in LVEAM? 

You already know that I always been the only mem- 
ber of the band. Ahah! Yeah it sucks to be a one-man 
band, but sometimes, that’s the best way to make 


things happen. I had several different live set-up with 
musicians but basically, it’s a studio project. 

How important is »producing<( for you? Are you a 
sound-fetishist? 

Well, I am. But first, I hate the sound of every single 
thing I recorded. I really wish I would have more gear 
and more time. I would particulary like to have 
someone run the label/ promo side of my project so I 
could concentrate on the producing side. Producing 
is part of the creative process for me. But I spend so 
much time on the records that most of the time I end 
up cutting up on a lot of things because I get bored of 
working on the same stuff for months. Second, and 
because of this last reason, I decided that I wasn’t 
gonna spend as much time as I did in the producing 
aspect. I have so much songs and albums in my head 
that I would prefer to record them all faster so I can 
start writing some other stuff than spend 4 years 
recording the same album. 

Which punk-bands were the first you listened to? 
Which ones affected you the most? 

Well I think there’s only three kind of guys. Either 
you are the RAMONES type, the SEX PISTOLS 
type or you are the CLASH type. As simple as that. 
Strange enough, even if all critics seems to enjoy 
name-dropping The RAMONES every single time 
they mention LVEAM, for me it was the PISTOLS. 
There’s not a single album in the history more punk 
than » Never Mind The Bullocks «. I would kill to 
sing like Johnny Lydon. Even today, I prevent myself 


from listening to them because it still affecting me a 
lot. If by misfortune I end up listening to the PIS- 
TOLS while I’m drunk, I will just throw everything 
away in my life. Well, that doesn’t mean that the two 
other bands are not the greatest punk bands on 
earth, they have the same effect on me. But if I had to 
pick only one, that definitely would be The SEX PIS- 
TOLS. I used to play that cool band game with 
friends. I still play it for fun sometimes. The game 
consist of pretty straight-foward questions like: 
»SEX PISTOLS or THE RAMONES?«. But they 
can go as far as »POISON or DEF LEPPARD?« or 
»PET SHOP BOYS or NEW ORDER? « 

Ha, that’s easy to answer! I chose THE RAMONES, 
DEF LEPPARD and NEW ORDER! Let’s play on! Plastic 
Bertrand or Elton Motello? 

I think it would have to be Plastic Bertrand. The fact 
that he does it in French is worth a lot of punk points. 
Even if the news officially spread last year that he did- 
n’t sing on the first 4 albums. He used punk music for 
his own sake, that's kind of punk in itself. But Elton 
deserves much more, his songwriting skills are just 
too good to be ignored. I LOVE the sexual ambigui- 
ty in all Motello songs... 

N0FX or BAD RELIGION? 

After GREEN DAY or BLINK 182, here’s the 
NOFX or BAD RELIGION question! The answer is 
NOFX all the way. I was really into BAD RELI- 
GION back when they released »Against The 
Grain«, »Generator« and even »Recipe For Hate«. 
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But somehow I got quite bored about the band. I don’t know if they’re good or 
not anymore. I mean, everything they release is good, but I guess it just doesn’t 
hit my braincells anymore. Seems like the same thing as it was 20 years ago, but 
with less rage. NOFX on the other hand surprise me every single time. The style 
is the same, the songs are the same, but damn every new record is totally refresh- 
ing. And gosh it can be hard to be refreshing now in 2011 when you’re doing 
punk rock for many years. NOFX are doing it and the albums have the same rage 
and urgency as they had 20 years ago. 

BEACH BOYS or JAN AND DEAN? 

BEACH BOYS without any hesitation. JAN AND DEAN were great. Hey, I just 
watched the movie »Dead Man’s Curve« last month, an old cheesy biopic about 
the two guys. Have you seen it? They’re an important part of pop music, but it 
has nothing to do with the craftsmanship of Brian Wilson. How can anyone be 
better than Brian Wilson? 

I agree! I’ve never seen that movie, but I guess I have to! OK, back to the 80ies: 
Nena or Kim Wilde? 

I never really got into Kim Wilde. But I’m crazy about Nena. Okay, I only have 
five of her records and she has released about 500 albums, but I love her so much. 
I think the band itself is great. They tried a lot of things, they incorporated a lot 
of different things musically into their songs. Every record is different. 

THE DICKIES or THE DAMNED? 

I would have to go with THE DICKIES. They’re wacky as much as I am. Never 
really was into THE DAMNED. I tried several times to listen my old DAMNED 
tapes but it never worked. They’re great, but I can’t seem to get into it. 

THE ROLLING STONES or THE BEATLES? 

That’s a very hard one. The STONES wrote a 
handful of rock gems. Have you seen the bootleg 
movie »Cocksucker Blues«? Makes you wanna 
start a band right away. But no one can compete 
with THE BEATLES. It’s the best band humanity 
has ever seen. I’m not the biggest fan, but whenever 
I put any BEATLES record, I can’t help thinking 
that this band was not human. They have to had 
received help from some extra-terrestrial beings or 
from the devil himself. It’s just too great. No human 
being could have done this so perfectly in the six- 
ties, it’s impossible. It’s almost frightening. It scares 
me how much every single note is perfect. I’m even 
absolutely sure that every mistake and slightly out 
of tune vocals were done intentionally. It’s just like 
the pyramids. No one understands how it hap- 
pened, everyone has a theory. But it’s certainly not 
humans. To me whenever I listen to the BEATLES, 

I feel exactly as if I would be meeting Jesus in per- 
son. I get the same mythical, magical, mysterious 
feeling. Roll-up...! It’s no secret to anyone that 
THE BEATLES signed a deal with the devil. I had 
the chance to meet one of the biggest BEATLES 
specialist in the world. I asked him about the devil 
pact and more specifically, how to do it exactly 
because I was ready to sign. Seriously. 

MISFITS or THE CRAMPS? 

MISFITS. Not a big fan of any of them but I have more MISFITS records than 
CRAMPS records (one). I’m totally in love with the old MISFITS image. THE 
CRAMPS are not unlike THE DAMNED to me. I mean, I tried several times to 
get into them without success. I just don’t get what kind of thrill I could receive 
out of listening to THE CRAMPS. 

Dieter Bohlen or Thomas Anders? 

Ahahahahah! Only a guy like you could ask a question like this one!! Ahaha! 
Unfortunatly, my knowledge of the guys is too limited to answer (read: I don’t 
know a thing about their music). But I would go for Dieter just because of the 
penis thing. 

Hey, you said your knowledge about MODERN TALKING was limited! Where did 
you find out that Dieter Bohlen once broke his penis??? 

You told me about MODERN TALKING! Even better, I think I play in a 
Canadian-German band which official press photo is that guy who broke his 
penis... 

Hmmm, you must be talking about BUBBLEGUM VOYAGE! I once heard they 
were a secret project! Too secret to talk about until they make it to ‘Top Of The 
Pops’, hahaha! And... you are right! I once told you about MODERN TALKING, 


but I NEVER NEVER NEVER told you about Dieter’s penis, hahaha... My chef 
editor Bernd once called the music of LVEAM a mix of RAM0NES and MODERN 
TALKING! Will you send him a letter-bomb now??? 

You German people are crazy about MODERN TALKING! It seems like it 
deeply affected your culture..! It seems like everyone in Germany has been trau- 
matized when they were young! 

Yeah, that’s right! Our parents were traumatized by Hitler and the second world 
war and we were traumatized by MODERN TALKING! OK, let’s get back to seri- 
ous things. You are well-known for being consistent vegan! How are the reac- 
tions from the »scene«? Do you write songs about topics like that as well? 

Am I really well known for something?!? I don’t know about the reactions. I 
don’t go out and I don’t talk to anyone. Really. I don’t write about it and will 
never do. I hate bands who are into politics, society or who are trying to tell peo- 
ple what to do. I HATE socially engaged bands, because most of the time, they’re 
just talking instead of doing things. Ok let’s not generalize here, but people who 
are REALLY doing something good for this world are making things happen 
instead of telling other people to do it. Punk is not punk. Not being punk is punk. 
There’s a lot of good things to learn how to live the right way. Books, people, 
books, temples, books, mountains, books... Music isn’t a part of this. Music is art. 
Music is a way to escape the real world. It’s a way to gain higher levels of con- 
sciousness. Of course, higher states of living can only be achieved through vege- 
terianism, that’s the very very first step. But sometimes words are unneccesary. 
You can’t tell people to act and behave a certain way by simply talking them 
about it. They’re just too stupid. That whole human race is stupidity in itself. But 
if you’re showing them all the beauty of the real truth and how beautiful the love 
of god really is, maybe they’ll kick their ass and 
they’ll start doing something. Act by non-acting, as 
told by the great Lao-Tzeu. 

What do you think is the greatest thing about punk 
and the changes it brought into the music busi- 
ness? 

Punk is all about truth. Not wether it’s true or not. 
Not about the ultimate truth. But about being true 
to yourself. You’re an idiot? Cool, you are an idiot. 
You’re a weirdo? Cool, just be it. The whole rage 
behind the punk thing came from the fact that 
being different sucks. It’s a way to tell the whole 
world that they can go fuck themselves. We will be 
what we are, whether they like it or not. And that 
idea reflected itself in the music business too. The 
music business can fuck itself, bands will continue 
to make music, people will keep on writing songs, 
and that’s what music is really about. Not about 
promotion and sales. The chorus of the LVEAM 
song »Je m’en sortirai bien« translates to some- 
thing like this in English: »And you will stay in your 
own shit, you will stay nothing. And even without 
you, I’ll find a way outta here.« I think it applies to 
the music business as well... 

When did you have the idea to connect Punk with 
New Wave? Have you heard something like that 
before? 

There’s a couple bands that mixed punk and new wave really well. Blending 
downstroked power-chords with electronic music can be tricky. I mean it’s easy 
to do, a lot of people are doing it, but it’s hard to do well. I still haven’t found the 
ideal way to do it. Sometimes I think I never really wanted guitars in LVEAM. I 
always wanted to make it a synth-only project. But still, everytime I pick up the 
guitar and play a few tunes thru the Marshall, the feeling is just too strong to 
ignore. 

Why are you so captivated with the 80ies? Wasn’t it the era of playbacks, cost- 
ed musicians and super-stupid looking haircuts? 

Yeah it was. But it also was the era of good music. One may not be into the style 
of the 80ies, but no one can deny the quality of the music itself. I don’t really care 
about the style when I listen to music. I like good music without prefixes. It’s just 
like girls. I love every kind of girls, whatever their styles. As long as they’re cute 
and cool. The cost of making a record back then was extremely expensive. Not 
every single idiot was releasing an album. When you were spending tons of 
money on a record back then, it was only because it was a great record. 

When did you have your las! haircut? During the 80ies??? Uahahahahaha... 

I always hated to go the barber shop. That’s why I grew myself dreadlocks. I had 
my last haircut about 15 years ago..! 
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I can’t understand a single French word (except the four words »Ca Plane Pour 
Moi«, haha...). What are your lyrics about? Are there any English or American 
artists with similar lyrics? 

Well, it’s all about girls you know. All about love, in every possible way. It’s all 
about the psychological aspects of relationships and the difficulties involved in 
the fact of being a boy. It’s very sad, but very happy at the same time. It’s a happy 
way to celebrate how life can be hard sometimes. I think that’s why the word 
melancholy comes out very often in the reviews. It’s not much like the typical 
boy-loves-girl punk rock song. It goes a several levels deeper. It’s basically impos- 
sible-love songs for the intellectual. It blends the happiness of THEY MIGHT 
BE GIANTS and the hard-luck stories of SOCIAL DISTORTION. 

The last years you played some cool gigs in clubs and festivals. Tell us some- 
thing about sharing stage with the BEATNIK TERMITES, QUEERS, COLDPLAY and 
many others? Which ones were your personal highlights? 

Yeah the last years were great. Of course playing the ‘Insubordination Fest’ is 
probably the greatest thing for a punk rock band. I had lots of fun down there. 
Meeting all those great bands and hanging out with the elite of punk rock. 
Everyone is friends with everyone. The TERMITES were great, I just never 
tought I’d saw them live someday. It was great because LVEAM is the only 
French band that ever played at the Insub. Same thing with that big festival we 
played here with COLDPLAY, BEASTIE BOYS, Rufus Wainwright and some 
50+ other bands, LVEAM was still the only French band, even in our hometown. 

Who is Genevieve Neron? Does she know your song? Any reactions? 

She’s an actress who used to play in a very popular TV-show for teenagers here. 
The song is about having a one-way love, a TV-only relationship with her. About 
7 years ago when I released the song as a single, I went to a theater were she was 
playing some stuff and I had a friend dropping the single for her backstage. Of 
course I left my e-mail and a Merry Christmas note. I know that she received it 
but I never received any feedback. A few years later, she got invited to the biggest 
talk show on TV here. To her complete surprise, they put the LVEAM song to 
introduce her. She almost freaked out. All the interview suddenly turned into 
how she received the single and how it freaked her out. I think it was my person- 
al favorite moment of all time. Having the coolest actress dancing over my music 
on a TV show watched by 2 million people. 


Some say your version of »Unsolved Misteryu is the very best tune on the 
GR00VIE GHOULIES tribute CD »When The Kids Go Go Go Crazyu. You also did 
the mastering for the complete compilation. You must be a big fan of the 
GR00VIE GHOULIES... 

I always loved the GHOULIES. Kepi has such a unique voice. I like the way they 
do everything as simple as possible. I got into them when they released »Fun In 
The Dark«. Too bad they broke up, but Kepi is still doing great songs on his solo 
thing. 

Joe Queer is a fan and a friend of LVEAM. How did you get in contact? 

Well I just sent him the link to listen to my French adaptation version of 
»Teenage Gluesniffer« on MySpace. I think he really got into it. Then we played 
a couple of shows together and always kept in touch. He opened up a recording 
studio couple years ago. He’s a real gearhead as much as I am so we always have 
a lot of things to talk about by e-mailX 

Is it true that you once wrote a letter of application to Mass Giorgini? 

Yeah I did several years ago. I really wanted to throw away my life here and move 
to the States to do some studio work. Working at Sonic Iguana would have been 
great then, but I wonder if I would have found the time for doing music. I’m real- 
ly more into the artistic side of music. I do a lot of recording and mastering, but 
if I could only do music, I’d do it. 

Are there any plans for a new release right now? 

I just released a second boxset earlier this year. It’s basically a subscription-based 
thing, where the kids are receiving a new single and a new issue of the LVEAM 
fanzine every two months, for two years. I do have 3 new albums finished and 
ready to release, but I still don’t know what I’ll do with it I’m sick of running the 
label, I’d really like to be signed by some cool label. Hey, anyone interested by 
having LVEAM in its roster? 

Thanks for your answers! Hope to see you in Europe one fine day!!! 


www.myspace.com/levolumeetaitaumaximum 

www.pafdisques.com 



By Beppo Amaretto, December 2010 

I just told my wife that I interviewed a guitar-playing and singing egg. In her look there was a mixture of 
amusement and compassion. I guess I don’t have to tell her about the second egg who plays the bass and 
the dog who plays the drums. She’ll probably never realize the brilliancy of the world’s most eggcentric pop- 
punk trio (just like I’ll never realize the brilliancy of ERASURE, OMD and other bands she loves). That’s total- 
ly OK, as long as we are both into Elvis Presley, Jan & Dean and Del Shannon. OK, let’s get back to the start- 
ing point. If you want to find out the whole truth about Bil, Fil, Spot and former-drummer Tommy the Chicken 
you should read on. No one else but bandleader Bil McRackin himself answered the stupid questions I had... 


Hey Bil! Are the McRACKINS real eggs? And... who’s 
that hounddog behind the drums? 

Of course we are real eggs ... DUH!!! The drummer 
is our flea infested dog Spot. He still shits in the 
house but we love him all the same. 

Do you have »normal jobs« when you’re not work- 
ing as »eggs«? 

Yes, we all have normal jobs. Fil directs and stars in 
hardcore porn films, Spot is guardian of the Hen Hut 
and Toon Vault, and I am a professional masterba- 
tor. 

Have you ever played »unmasked« gigs? 

Yes, we did play two shows back in 2005 without 
transforming into two eggs and a dog but it just was- 
n’t the McRACKINS. It was like a lame 
McRACKINS cover band or something. 

Your music often reminds me of bands like 
SCREECHING WEASEL, PARASITES or RAMONES. But 
I think that »modern« bands like BLINK 182 must 
be big McRACKINS fans, too... 

Yes, BLINK 182 are big fans of our band and claim 
the McRACKINS are and have always been their 
number one influence. Never heard of those other 
three bands. Are they any good? 

No they are not, I really hate them. I only like 
BLINK 182 and the McRACKINS, hahaha! Hey, why 
do the McRACKINS change their label after every 
release? Are you never satisfied with one? 

We are too hyperactive and can’t stay in one place for 
very long. All the labels we have been on have been 
great in their own ways. 

Once upon a time when I still was a teenager I saw 
a movie named »Downhill Willie« on German tele- 
vision. There were three guys playing a punk rock 
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show. They looked just like you... 

One of the worst movies of all time, hahahaha. The producer of the movie saw us 
playing at a club in Vancouver, liked what he saw and heard and asked us to be in 
it. He already had another band for the part but changed his mind once he saw 
how retarded we are. 

During the last years you often worked with keyboards. Bands like the TRA- 
VOLTAS or LE VOLUME ETAIT AU MAXIMUM often had trouble with punk rock 
fanatics about that point. Did you get any strange reactions? 

Yeah, »Bat Out Of Shell« from 2006 had a lot of keyboards on it but it is what 
we wanted to do at the time. You know try something different. Some people 
said that record was too polished and poppy but our reply was »fuck you«, haha. 

One of my alltime-favourite-poppunk-record is your solo-album »l Am The 
Eggman«. Why wasn’t that one a regular McRACKINS album? And why was 
there a Bil McRackin version of »Don’t Blame Me« on a CD which was sold 
together with the German ‘Ox Fanzine’? 

Cool! Thanks for the compliment. I really appreciate it. We had put out so many 
records that Spot and Fil wanted to take a break and start another band and play 
live more. They actually quit the band for a while but that’s another story, haha. 
Anyway, I wanted to keep recording and putting out records and there were so 
many McRACKINS releases out by ‘97 that I decided to put it out as a solo 
album even though it is basically a McRACKINS album. The songs are typical 
McRACKINS style and Tommy the chicken was back on drums and I played the 
guitars and bass. Looking back on it maybe I should have just called it a 
McRACKINS album, hahaha. The version of »Don’t Blame Me« on the Ox 
Fanzine CD was just a demo version that I had recorded on my own using a 
drum machine about a year before we recorded the real version for the 
» Comicbooks And Bubblegum« album. 

Is that the reason why Tommy was still on drums when you recorded 
»Comicbooks And Bubblegum«? Because Spot needed a longer break than Fil? 

Yes, eggsactly. Fil did not play on » Comicbooks And Bubblegum « either. It was 
Theo from GOB who we called Fill (with two L’s) Mcrackin. Most people did 
not notice that. Pretty stupid huh? Hahahaha ... 

Ha, I noticed the second L, but I owned the LP version (released by ‘Screaming 
Apple’) and I thought it was a misspelling by label-boss Richie. By the way, I 
heard that Tommy the Chicken is in SUM 41 now. I never saw a chick in that 
band. Is he wearing a human mask when he’s on stage with them? 

Yes, young Tommy is an honest to goodness rock star now and good for him, 
cause he is the only person I know that was able to make music his career instead 
of working a shitty real job. He may be wearing a human mask and if he is, it is a 
real ugly one, hahahaha. 

Why did the McRACKINS and JON COUGAR CONCENTRATION CAMP record two 
cover-albums of the »Too Tough To Die« album of the RAMONES? 

I don’t know why they did it but we did it because Clearview Records (the offi- 
cial label of the RAMONES cover series) asked us to do it. JCCC was not part of 
that series. I’m also pretty sure that we recorded ours first. 

Another great cover song is »lvy Says«. Are you big fans of the GR00VIE 
GHOULIES? 

Yeah that song is great. The GROOVIE GHOULIES are awesome. We once 
played a show with them way back in 1995. 

Can you remember your first punk-rock record? Which bands made you wanna 
learn an instrument/form a band? 

First punk rock record was RAMONES »End Of The Century «. I then imme- 


diately went out and searched for all their other releases. The band that made me 
wanna play guitar and be in a band was without question KISS. 

Did KISS also inspire you when you decided to wear a stage-outfit including 
tons of make-up? 

Yeah, KISS are a huge influence and inspiration. We have always wanted to be 
a spectacle and have something fun and different for people to look at on 
stage besides 4 guys in jeans, chuck taylors and band t-shirts which is totally bor- 
ing and generic. 

Does it feel different to enter the stage behind a »mask«? Didn’t you feel a lit- 
tle bit »naked« when you played your unmasked shows? 

Yeah, It feels totally different. When we put the make-up on we sort of transform 
into these retarded characters which is what the McRACKINS have always been 
about. Unmasked is just not the same and that’s why we don’t do it. 

Do you know the garage-punk-specialist NOBUNNY? In his stage outfit he 
would fit perfectly into the McRACKINS... 

NOBUNNY is awesome! 2 Eggs, a Dog, and a Bunny would be so cool, hahaha. 

On your records there are plenty of vocal-harmonies and tons of guitars. Don’t 
you have problems to play your songs live as a trio? 

Yeah, studio McRACKINS and live McRACKINS are two different things. We 
are a lot rawer live and obviously can’t do some of the harmonies and guitar stuff. 
We have recently added a 2nd guitarist named AC McRackin for tours and live 
shows which really helps fill out the sound. We’ve done one show so far with him 
and it sounded great. Don’t know why we waited so long to try this. I guess we 
were too drunk to notice, hahaha. 

Is it true that you own a recording studio? 

Technically sort of. I have all my own studio equipment and recently when we 
are going to start working on a new album we just find a rehearsal place to set it 
all up in and go. Years ago I used to have a garage studio called ‘Ridge Recording’ 
and used to record and produce other bands but not so much anymore. 

How do you write your songs? What comes first? Lyrics or music? Are the oth- 
ers involved too? 

I usually come up with a bunch of song titles first, then the music and lyrics 
always come last. I arrange the toons while I am writing them. The harmonies 
and stuff like that are the last part of our recording process and is the funniest 
part. You also must know that before any of this is done we have consumed mas- 
sive amounts of alcohol for divine inspiration. 

My chef-editor Bernd thinks that the sound of the McRACKINS is very similar to 
the German band D0N0TS sometimes. I agree! Do you know them? I once gave 
a tape-copy of »Back To The Crack« to their singer and he liked it very much... 

I’ve heard of the name but have never actually heard their music till now. Pretty 
cool melodic toons! Yeah, I can hear a few similarities for sure although I think 
they are a little more commercial sounding than we are. I’m glad he like »Back 
To The Crack«, it’s one of my favorite McRACKINS albums. Us Canadians 
really love eating Donuts but that’s a different story... 

OK, here’s my final question: I’m a spazz and you’re a spazz... wouldn’t you 
like to be a spazz? 

I sure would. Thanks for asking! 

Thanks for the interview!!! 

www.mcrackins.com 



All pix in this row by Marc Gartner (www.marc-gaertner.de) 
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By Markus Pacino, November 2010 

Hey-Ho! There is a time for reading Hemingway, watching »Citizen Kane« and 
drinking cheap red wine. But there's also a time for reading comics, watching 
»lnvasion of the Saucer Men« and drinking beer! But no matter what season it 
is, it’s always time for listening to the RAMONES! Amen! And if you’re tired of 
going through their first six records every day, take a break and put on some 
RIVERDALES! Their new record »Tarantula« is a super catchy ride through 
everything I like about Punkrock: three chords, lyrics about Ninjas plus two of 
the best singers in this whole circus ever - Ben Foster and Dan Schafer! Last 
November I had the opportunity to do an Interview with the latter (also known 
as Danny Vapid). I actually did this for the Fanatico-Fanzine but since we only 
do like 60 copies of that world famous zine, we decided to put it into CRKO as 
well. Thank you, Marky! Here we go: 

Dan, I’m surprised that there is a new RIVERDALES-LP after just one year! How 
come? 

Ben and I had a list of movie titles taken from »Mystery Science Theater 3000« 
that we decided to use as song titles. It sparked a lot of creativity with us and we 
both ended up writing a lot of songs. In essence »Tarantula« is like a sequence 
to » Invasion USA.« 

But there is now a second guitar-player in your band. So, it seems there actu- 
ally happened a lot between invasion USA« and »Tarantula«? 

Ben and I thought adding a second guitarist would sound better and fuller for live 
shows. Other than the guitar solo in » Infection « it hasn’t changed the dynamic 
with songwriting or recording. 

You also seem to have a new label with every record you put out. Is it like a 
purposive decision to change the company after the release of one album or just 
a coincidence? 

A coincidence. I’m sure when we find a label that suits our needs we will stick 
with them. 

Back to the music: In best RIVERDALES-fashion you deliver another perfect 
PopPunk-Tearjerker with »Crash of the Moons«. It’s like, I could set a watch 
that there is this one special Vapid-song on each RIVERDALES-LP that fits per- 
fectly on a mixtape to mellow out little girls. Is there any formula to write such 
songs as »Back to You« or »Heart Out Of Season«? And would you probably 
reveal it to us? 

I just take what I like about the RAMONES and pop music of the late 50ies and 
early 60ies-girl groups, doo-wop, etc-and put my interpretation to it. That’s it. 

Aha... So, including the works of SCREECHING WEASEL, SLUDGEWORTH, MOPES, 
QUEERS, RIVERDALES and the METHADONES (RIP), you must have played on 
probably 30 releases - is there any record that you like the most or that you 
would pass to your grandchildren and say: »Listen kids, that’s what grandpa 
was doing in his time!«? 

Funny. I’d probably play them the records I thought turned out best and explain 


to them you give 100% but you can’t hit a home run every time you step up to 
the plate. Hopefully the analogy could apply to whatever they will do. 

Ben and Jughead both did books about their time in SCREECHING WEASEL, but 
also PopPunk-Veterans like Dr. Frank, Furious George and Jon Ginoli got their 
writings published. Would that be an option for you? 

I doubt it. I don’t blog or Twitter or post on message boards. I barely update my 
Facebook page. I suppose if I thought I’d make a good writer I would give it a 
shot. Truth is, I don’t think I have the proper focus for it. Guys like Ben and Dr. 
Frank belong writing books. I’m content just being a songwriter. 

You’ve been around in the heydays of Lookout-PopPunk in the early 90ies. How 
would you appraise those times in a historical review? 

There was a wave of great bands in the early 90ies. It was fun. SCREECHING 
WEASEL got signed to Lookout Records, which was a big deal at the time 
because they were based out of Berkeley, California and we were from Chicago. 
So, that was great for a while but a few years later when punk broke out from 
underground into the mainstream, marketing took precedent over bands of qual- 
ity and substance. 

The success of GREEN DAY surely changed a lot of things but are you surprised 
that there are still so many kids out there that stick to the sound of those early 
bands like CRIMPSHRINE, SCREECHING WEASEL or MTX? 

No. I think kids will always be discovering music from different eras and genres. 
I think if the songs are good kids will discover them. I didn’t exist in the SOies and 
60ies and was a little kid when the RAMONES were in their prime, yet I love that 
music. 

I think, that a negative aspect of such loyalty could be that no matter how great 
your last record was, the fans always place »My brain hurts« or »Storm the 
streets« over any other thing you’ve done... 

Yep. They sure do. It’s funny because I think »Tarantula« is a better record than 
» Storm the Streets «. But what are you gonna do? A lot of music fans make up 
their minds about records before they even listen to them. 

After more than 20 years on several indies, are you glad you never got signed 
to a major or do you regret it sometimes? 

I’ve never been made an offer so who knows? I do think indies are often just as 
bad at majors in terms of ripping bands off. Thick Records is a great example of 
that. I got totally fucked by them. 

You’ve been in Europe last time with the METHADONES. How did you like it 
then? 

Touring Europe was great. My favorite shows were in Italy. Those were really 
great. Lots of great people from there, too. I absolutely loved the drive through 
Switzerland into Italy. The alps. It was the most beautiful landscape I’ve even 
seen. 

So, after 1 5 years, wouldn’t it be on time for a glory return to Europe for the 
RIVERDALES? 

Sounds good to me if a promoter made the right offer. 

Besides of being in 3 or 4 cool bands, what else do you do? Any hobbies or pas- 
sions you like in your spare time? 

All kinds of stuff. I love food/cooking and almost embarked on a new career in 
hopes of being a chef after the RIVERDALES broke up in ‘97. I went to the 
Cooking and Hospitality Institute of Chicago for culinary training and worked 
jobs in catering, hotels and restaurants for a few years. But, I missed music and 
kept writing songs when I got home from work. I had a ton of them all the time. 
It came down to one or the other, and music won. I still miss it a little but I cook 
at home whenever I can. So, that’s the biggest hobby I have on the side. I also 
have a vegetable garden every year. I like movies, documentaries, reading, land- 
scapes, fishing, baseball when the Chicago Cubs are playing well (which is hard- 
ly ever), and I recently got into buying vinyl again which is fun. 

Thank you for doing this! Anything you’d like to add? 

One plus one equals two. 

www. officialriver dales . com 

P.S.: One last good news for all you three-chord-geeks out there: Ben, the guy 
who arranged that interview - no, it was not Ben Weasel - wrote, that they are 
currently working on bringing the RIVERDALES over to Europe in 2011. Let’s 
keep our fingers crossed! 

P.S. from the editor: This interview happened before the so-called )>SXSW inci- 
dent took place, with Ben Foster involved whilst performing with SCREECHING 
WEASEL. Check your local internet for gossip... 
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If someday a fairy comes along to grant me three 
wishes #1 would be good health for my loved ones 
and me, #2 probably something sexually and #3 that 
I could live in California. Woody Guthrie once sang 
about it as the »garden of Eden« and John 
Steinbeck wrote some of the greatest novels ever 
about such »pastures ofheaven«. Only in California 
you can surf in the morning, ski at noon and watch a 
Punkrock show every night of the week! And if you 
have ever seen the San Francisco bay, the palm trees 
at the coast line of Santa Barbara or the orange trees 
in... Orange County, then you must be crazy not to 
want to live there. Okay, I still live in 
Oberhausen/ Germany, all my friends are here and 
it’s not so bad after all. But sometimes my heart just 
cries out for the beauty of California. Sometimes I 
dream about the warmth of the sun, about surfer girls 
and the pacific ocean blue. And when I open my 


eyes, I see the Emscher 
(municipal cloaka that 
runs literally through my 
backyard) and cloudy days 
most of the time. So, in the 
following I try to maintain 
a semi decent attempt to 
pretend to actually five in 
place that’s equally as cool 
as California! Sounds like a 
riot? Here we go: 

Round 1: Popcorn - I 
am an addict, hooked on 
salty popcorn. If I don’t get 
my dose rate along with a 
shitty movie twice a week, 
I will go through a cold turkey. And I’ve tried it 
everywhere from Ventura to Thousand Oaks, but 
the best popcorn, you’ll get at the old Lichtburg the- 
atre in Oberhausen. 0: 1 

Round 2: Recordshops - Okay, we don’t have 
three ‘Ameoba’ stores around here, but Oberhausen 
at least has a postal service, so we can order almost 
any CD via Amazon! If you’re looking for used vinyl 
go to ‘Burger Records’ in Fullerton/ California or to 
‘33 1 / 3’ in Duisburg/ Germany. Okay, Duisburg isn’t 
Oberhausen, but it’s pretty close. 1 :2 

Round 3: The Surf - Frankly, we don’t have an 
ocean. So, this point goes to California. 2:2 

Round 4: Bands - In the late 1990’s with 
PEENUTS, COLT 45, PETER SHAW FOUNDA- 
TION and STEVE Me QUEENS still around, we 
could have won this battle easily ... now we only have 


the NIMRODS and though they rule, they cannot 
wrestle down NOFX, SOCIAL DISTORTION and 
GREEN DAY all alone. California’s passing - 3:2 

Round 5: Beer - See, I love Coors but ask any 
American which country has the best beer and he 
will (hopefully) say: Germany, of course! So, since 
Oberhausen is in Germany, you can get any good 
German beer over here you want. 3:3! Ha! 

Round 6: Wildlife - So, you think it’s special to 
have bears and eagles? So what, we have rats and 
doves! Tons of! And once when I took my god- 
daugther (8 years old) to the movies we even saw a 
unicorn. 3:4 

Round 7: Roadtrips - If you hop a car in 
Oberhausen, ten hours later you could be in Italy, 
France or Bratislava! If you pull that stunt in 
California, you’ll end up in Oregon. 3:5 

Round 8: Bars - The best night of my life I had at 
the ‘Geary Club’ in San Francisco. Picture a hole in 
the wall crowded with vagabonds, tramps and 
grumpy good-for-nothings. Add some booze and a 
jukebox full of Spector, Motown and Hank 
Williams... and there you go, American Dream! In 
Oberhausen we got the ‘Distel’ which is sort of an 
Irish pub where they play AC /DC, QUEEN and 
GUNS N ROSES. Not bad, but it ain’t ‘Geary’s’. 
4:5 

*** 

So, it’s a 4:5! Oh my gosh, who would have thought 
that Oberhausen wins?! I’m amazed!! No hard feel- 
ings, I just tried to be funny... Hope you halfway 
enjoyed reading this crap. (Pacino) 



By Markus Pacino, November 2010 

That summer I spent some quality time in Southern California and when 
I did some serious record shopping, I finally got to visit the Burger Store 
in Fullerton. The store is a division of Burger Records Enterprises which 
specialized on top-notch PowerPop and also brought you NOBUNNY’s 
infamous »Raw Romance«-Cassette. Yes, you got it right - the Burger- 
Boys still believe in the good old alchemy of turning magtapes into gold! 

Once I arrived at the store, Sean (Impressario) not only gave me tons of 
nuggets for my listening pleasure but also invited me to an instore-gig 
that was celebrated the next day by AUDACITY, MISS CHAIN & THE BRO- 
KEN HEELS and JAILL. So, what can I say? I had a very perfect day in 
Orange County - thanx to Sean, Lee & Brian - and a manic urge to do an 
interview with those guys. So, grab another cold one, put an OC-dassic 
like »Mommy’s little Monster«, »Dance with me<( or the first AD0LES- 
CENTS-LP on your spinning machine and read this: 

Sean, when did you start Burger Records? 

Me and Lee started Burger Records around 2007 when we were in THEE 
MAKEOUT PARTY! We focused on putting out our own music and 
then I heard this band from Fullerton called AUDACITY and they ruled so hard 
that I would drive around daydreaming about putting out their LP! So we put it 
out! And then we heard a tape by our friends AM and decided it ruled as well, so 
we got the idea to start putting out all of our friends’ records on tape and it kinda 
just blossomed from there! After a couple years it really started rolling and I had 
to quit my job in order to go on tour with THEE MAKEOUT PARTY! I used 
that as an opportunity to fulfill one of my lifelong goals of owning a record shop 
and did that with burger boy Brian who runs everything with us! And it’s become 
more than just the core people, Burger is made possible by you and everyone else 
who buys our stuff or shops in our store, so everyone is involved! 

It’s a lame question, but how did you come up with that name? Just because you 
like burgers...? 

Well, yes, we love burgers! But THE BEATLES had their Apple Records so 
THEE MAKEOUT PARTY! had our Burger Records! Plus B is a magical letter 
in rock n roll! The »B« section of my record collection is huge! And Burger’s are 
something everyone likes, even vegetarians have their Veggie-burgers! 

Did you have any labels in mind that you used as a role model? 


Tons! We worship music and it’s history and we know what we like! Every 
record label offers some kind of inspiration for us, whether it be through the 
music released, the style of their logo, the swag of their advertisements or their 
general approach to slanging records! We’re just trying to do our own thing real- 
ly, but we have mad respect for everyone who is able to release records and do it 
well! Cause it’s hard! 

I guess, since you grew up in the 80’s, cassettes were about your first love. Can 
you remember your first tape and What is it that makes them so special for you 
to carry that torch all through the dark ages of digital wasteland? 

My first tape that I can remember listening to a lot was VAN HALEN - 
»51/50«. Also Weird Al’s boxed set I played out. And the only thing I listened 
to in 6th grade was SOUND GARDEN’S » Superunknown «! Lee prolly has 
GUNS N ROSES and AC/DC as his picks prolly! When the digital era is over 
there will be nothing to prove it was there. It will disappear and that will be it. 
With cassettes, they will always be somewhere. In a thrift shop, in someone’s 
garage, on a mantle, who knows! But when the tape revolution is over there will 
be something there. The mark will be made and when we’re all dead those stupid 
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tapes will be around 
somewhere! I think 
that’s cool! 

The first time I recog- 
nized Burger Records 
was for the »Raw 
Romance«-Tape that 
NOBUNNY sold at his 
first European-Tour. 
As far as I know it 
was like the only 
release that got two 
re-pressings. So, 
would you say that 
»Raw Romance« 
kinda helped to put 
Burger on the map? 

Definitely! We sold 
500 cassettes in a 
week and a half! My 
whole life was packing 
tapes, it was a lot of 
fun sending them 
around the whole 
world! And we’ve 
done represses of 
KING TUFF, I think »Raw Romance« and KING TUFF are the two tapes that 
we’ve gone into the 1,000s with! BECAUSE THEY RULE, DUH! ;-) 

How did you come up with putting out tapes of even well-known bands like 
BLACK LIPS or that live-cassette from THE BEAT? 

Because we stupidly believe that anything is possible! Nah, 
not stupidly, anything IS possible! We use the Secret! We 
just believe so much in what we do that people can 
sense it and know that we only have good intentions 
of spreading their music to the masses. That’s all we 
wanna do ! 

From which band you would like to put out a tape 
(could be a current name but also 
rare/unreleased/live-stuff by any band from THE 
BEATLES to BLACK FLAG)? 

My personal goal is to release a cassette by Lady Gaga, 
then I’ll know we’ve made it! 

You put out several LP’s and also two CD’s (AUDACITY & THE RES- 
ONARS) - how do you figure out which release fits which format? 


Garage sales, swap meets, other record stores, antique stores, thrift shops, dump- 
sters, anywhere! A lot of people bring in records too. You would flip at some of 
the stuff people bring in! I listen to records all day everyday in the shop and I still 
wouldn’t be able to listen to all the records we have in here! I try though! 

You also do a lot of instore-shows and parties. Do you have any trouble with 
the police or neighbors who do not exactly appreciate loud Rock N Roll-music 
and a league of extraordinary drunken gentlemen in their frontyards? 

Yeah, we do shows here and the cops came once, but we learned our lesson and 
now I just act as a sheep hearder and circle the crowd until they’re in the back of 
the shop where the cops can’t see them! It’s worked well so far! It’s a headache 
sometimes, but worth it to have live music in the shop! 

Another thing I like about the store is the ability to rent videos and especially 
horrorflics from the last century. Since I am an aficionado myself, do you have 
any recommendations for a sleazy weekend? 

Tons! One I watched recently was »Burial Ground«. They have this weird look- 
ing 20 year old guy playing a 7 year old and he tries to have sex with his mom and 
turns into a zombie then bites her boob off, it was preeeeeetty gooooood! 

Urn yeah... so, you come from Orange County, which seems to be like the nicest 
place on earth - best weather, best surf, best bands, Disneyland... but how is it 
to live there? I mean, especially that early 80’s-Punkrock always sounded to 
me like there was a good portion of frustration or gloominess to all of that 
sunny So Cal-Lifestyle. 

Living here is OK, it’s like anywhere else, good things and bad things. Sometimes 
it’s shitty and sometimes it’s the best, you never know how the day will treat you ! 
Sometimes I wish it snowed! 

Since Germany only has McDonalds and Burger King and the US about twenty 
different fast-food restaurants, which one would you recommend for a tasty 
burger? 

I am super picky with burgers! But McDonald’s is the best fast 
food burger - WAIT - now let me tell you why before you tell 
me all the gross facts about Mickey Ds. It’s good, whatever 
additives or chemicals they put in their shitty meat is 
good. It’s the same all over the world! You know what 
you’re going to get. I have only ever gotten the Big Mac 
or hamburger happy meal in the hundreds or thou- 
sands of times I have eaten there. It’s only let me down 
a few times and I’ve never thrown up from it. Booyah. 

Okay, hands down: what are the best five records 
ever? 

Off the top of my head and in no particular order: l) 
ROCKIN HORSE - Yes It Is 2) WEEZER - Blue Album 3) 
NRBQ_- Grooves in Orbit 4) BEE GEES - l s, -Main Course 5) 
MILLENNIUM - Begin 




Well if we all go crazy over something then we’ll prolly put it out on vinyl (like 
MMOSS, CONSPIRACY OF OWLS, Todd C, Pizazz, JAILL) and if the band 
really wants to do a CD, we’ll do one. But for the most part people don’t buy CDs 
so we don’t do those. We’re all usually on the same page as far as something rul- 
ing or not, so we can usually tell pretty easy when something NEEDS to be on www.burgerrecords.webs.com 

vinyl. Everything deserves to be on vinyl that we do, but only some of it NEEDS www.myspace.coin/burgerrecords 

to be, dig? 

You’re store in Fullerton opened almost one year ago 
- how are the responses so far? 

Response has been great! Awesome customers, awe- 
some times, being your own boss is a lot of work but 
worth it for the satisfaction of doing whatever you 
want, when you want, how you want! 

Can you make a living out of it and who else is 
involved or working at the label/store? 

Yeah, Burger is my only job and Brian’s only job and 
Lee works part time at the stable, but for the most part 
it supports us, WE’RE ALIVE! It’s Bobby’s only job 
too (he’s our in-store record wrangler), but keep in 
mind everyone is living at home and some of us on 
couches, so we’re not living extravagant lives or any- 
thing, we’re getting by and that’s good enough for us! 

I really enjoyed the comedy-section where I found 
such titles as »How to strip for my husband«. Where 
did you get gems like that and do you listen to all the 
stuff that you offer? 

We get records from anywhere records are sold. 
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By Gimp-O-Rama (January 201 1) 


It’s hard to overstate the amount of excitement I derive from the revelation that 
one of my friends has never heard of PERSONAL AND THE PIZZAS. Instead of 
offering an explanation I usually chain them to a chair and smear pizza sauce 
with pepperoni pep peparoni in their eyes and play then the hit album »Raw 
Piece on loop for the next couple of days! Well, glad my friends all know bands. 
Of course. Otherwise I think I won’t call them friends anymore. Enuff. To 
explain the greatness of this band I thought I ask them some things and put it 
in some punk rag. Well, here we are, with a small chit chat I did with ringleader 
Personal on www.adultchat.net. Why there you ask? Firstly because I am too 
lazy to type all this babbling from tape and secondly I’ve been told that his 
breath stinks all the time cause his fave pie is garlic galore. So without further 
ado, here is the interview. 


When will you disband, break up? Will you start to 
have solo projects afterwards or have new bands 
and in which direction / genres would you be head- 
ing for? 

We ain’t never gonna break up ! So youse better start 
gettin used to us buddy! The Friggin Pizzas are here 
to stay! ! ! Maybe next time, I might do a real sensitive 
down to heart record called »Up Close and 
Personal « or maybe perhaps for all the broads out 
there, a record called, » Personal Touch «. Feel me? 

Please tell us a bit about the background info about 
the »Raw Pie« LP: Isn’t it kinda lame to release a 
compilation of all your singles? Why didn’t you 
write some new songs? Did the labels give you top 
monies for that? 

Remember back in the old days when they used to 
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do those » Greatest Hits« 
records? Remember 
that? Yeah, well that’s what 
»Raw Pie« is. Get it? We 
put out like six small 
records in the past year or 
two and they all sold out 
like hot slices. The kids ate 
em up!! (like they should. 

These a fuggin HITS!) So 
then we decided to put em all on one BIG record so 
all you nerds can dig em again! ! Hey! How you think 
a guy’s supposed to write new jams when he’s too 
busy beatin up nerds and gettin down with the 
broads? It don’t matter anyhow, cause all you nerds 
keep shellin out dough for my songs. Mucho 
Gracias! Maybe now I can buy like a whole pizzeria 
or somethin. Maybe a juke- 
box too. First time in my life 
I got money without havin 
to rip nobody off ... well at 
least not beat nobody up for 
it. 

Cars, Sickles or 
Skateboards? How do you 
normally cruise New 
Jersey? I suppose you don’t 
use public transportation 
cause that’s uncool. 

Skateboards? We ain’t no 
gays man. C’mon! Friggin 
cars man! Chevelles, Novas, 
Cudas, you name it. If I see 
a car that I want, I just take 
it. Thank you very much. 
Sometimes I like to run on 
the street too, when I’m 
chasin’ down nerds. 

Personal? Dino? Rungo? 
That sounds very interna- 
tional to me! Where are 
your ancestors from? Thee 
Olde World? 

Ancestors? Uhh... My Aunt 
Terry is from Jersey City 
and my Sister is from East 
Orange 

I’ve heard you boys wanted 
to come to Europe this year 
but somehow it didn’t work 
out? Did you have problems 
with getting visas or whut? 

Hey, it worked out after 


all... We’re gonna be partyin real hard out there in 
June! Who needs credit cards when you got 
CHAINS!!!!!! We’ll see you turkeys in JUNE!!!! 
Bring it!* 

You guys have really some fine hairdos, using spe- 
cial hair products, aight? Do you have other tips for 
us concerning hairstyling and nail care? Please 
reveal your secrets! 

Thank you. Ok, well first you go running real fast 
after a nerd, then you beat him up and take his 
money, then you beat him up some more, then you 
go steal a car. Then you go to the liquor store and 
grab a couple cases of brew and a 5th of JD. Then 
you get real drunk and drive over to Benny Tudino’s 
Pizzeria. Before gettin out you do a few lines of blow 
in the back seat. Then you go in, down a coupla 
slices, go into the bathroom, put your head under the 
faucet so it gets all wet, and then you look in the mir- 
ror, comb your hair all nice and stuff, then walk out. 
DONE! PERFECTO!!! 

Looking back on the things you achieved so far with 
your band, what was the most embarrassing 
moment? 

Embarrassing moment? I don’t get embarrassed. 

Aside of being an internationally famous punkrock- 
er what was your favourite job? 

Besides stealin and sellin dope? My favorite job is 
making the sauce at Mr. Pizza Man. C’mon!!! What 
kinda question is this? You turkeys payin me for this 
interview or what? 

One important thing for our female readers: are you 
guys in q relationship? What kinda girls do you pre- 
fer? Blondes? Brunettes? Big bottoms? Tats? Tell 
us! 

All kindsa broads, baby! Shorties, Long legs, 
Skinnies, Fatties, Big ass, Small ass, Big cans, Small 
cans, I don’t care. Brunettes, Blondes, Reds... Any 
size, any shape as long as they’re pretty. You name it, 
we’ll take it. Show me your Bazookas and I’m yours 
baby! ! All Kindsa girls, all kindsa girls. 

www.myspace.com/personalnthepizzas 


' Note of the editor: Last news on that tour from the booking agency: »PERSONAL 
AND THE PIZZAS tour CANCELLED Boohoooo... Will it ever happen? 
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BAD SPORTS 



Some of you ployed in o hell of a lot great bands like THE PUMPERS, WAX 
MUSEUMS, MAASTER GAIDEN or HIGH TENSION WIRES together with Mark 
Ryan and Jeff Burke. Who was in which bands? 

Let’s see... Daniel and I were in THE PUMPERS together but THE PUMPERS 
haven’t done shit in almost three years. Daniel and Gregory play in HIGH TEN- 
SION WIRES from time to time, but they were not original members. Daniel 
was in the WAX MUSEUMS, but he owes much credit to Paul and of course 
Payton. We’ve all been in other bands, some good some shitty. Really, it’s not 
important for this interview. 

Why did you start BAD SPORTS, who had the idea? 

We didn’t have the name until our line-up was secured, but I recorded some 
demos, played them for Daniel and then we wrote some stuff together and then 
we asked Gregory to join. News to Germans. 

Since when do you know each other? And when did you start listening to 
Punkrock? 

I think Daniel and I have known each other for about 6 years. I think I first met 
Gregory a little over 3 years ago. Daniel and Gregory have probably known each 
other longer than that. Still, I feel like we’ve known each other a lot longer. 
Awwwww. Eighth grade, some of my friends showed me what they thought was 
»Punkrock« at the time. I’ve always been into classic rock and oldies and when 
I started listening to »old Punk« I categorized it as simply being another typical- 
ly less popular facet of classic rock. 

Who writes most of the songs? And do you sing your own songs and Daniel his 
part of the songs? 

I’ll take credit for writing most of the songs for this band, but Daniel writes some 
of my favorite songs that we play, and he writes and has written/recorded/ 
released more material than I can match. We each sing the songs that we write, 
but I like to make him sing backups on mine and I like to sing on his. I try to trip 
Daniel while he’s singing, I’ll make up new words or a stupid melody to distract 
him and make him laugh instead of singing the right words to a song. 

The first record I had of you was that »New Kids On The Block« EP-comp on 
Randy Records, how did that happen? 

Daniel met the guys from THE YOLKS out of Chicago when he was playing in 
THE WAX MUSEUMS. I guess they eventually heard BAD SPORTS, liked our 
song, and asked to include it on the 7inch since that song hadn’t been released. 
Nathan, that’s the dude. Nice guy, doesn’t come to our Chicago shows though. 
WTF dude? 

And the 7inches on Boom Chick and Big Action? 

THE PUMPERS played a show with THE TERMINALS a few years ago and 
Brooks, Liz and Dave (who’s now in BOX ELDERS) stayed at my house. Liz and 
Brooks are very nice people, supportive of young bands and totally into 
Rock’n’Roll to the max. They gave us our first big break, thanks Boom Chick\ And 
Zabby (Big Action Rees), what a great guy! MAASTER GAIDEN (Gregory’s 
old band) put out a record on Big Action probably a year before us. Zabby 
hooked us up with money, food and a place to sleep when we played our only 


By Roman GG-Go (November 2011) 

Writing stuff for a fanzine is about 
telling everyone that there are so many 
great bands out there that just need to 
be heard, right? So it’s obvious I had to 
do an interview with the band whose 
record I just couldn’t stop spinning late- 
ly - BAD SPORTS from Denton, 
Texas/USA. They did this smashing full- 
length on Douchemaster with all those 
amazing Punk-pearls in the wake of 
other Texas bands like THE REDS or 
MARKED MEN. If you read the review in 
CRKO #1 you know how much I love 
them! The guys in the band are actually 
pretty busy and involved in quite a lot 
notable bands so I had a lot to ask 
about. Gregory plays drums, Daniel 
sings and plays bass and Orville plays 
guitar and sings. Orville also answered 
the questions, so ... enough blabla, 
here’s what he had to say: 

show in Minnesota to date. We should go back some time. He offered to put the 
record out, so we gladly accepted. There were other people asking to put out our 
stuff, too, but we had a more personal connection with these two labels. 

I love that Boom Chick 7inch a lot, )>AII the Time« is just a perfect Pop-Punk 
song while »Hey 0K« sounds a bit more like WAX MUSEUMS... But the sound 
on your LP on Douchemaster is less Punk to me, more defined, laid back 
Powerpop or so... hard to explain for me - what do you think? 

I don’t like and have never liked the term »Pop-Punk«, but you can call it what 
you want. I’m glad you like it. You really think we sound laid back on the LP? It’s 
not Tom Petty, but then it’s not that abrasive or political or anything either. So 
yeah, sure, laid back. 

Why is that LP on Douchemaster? Did you give Bryan a demo or has he heard 
your singles? Actually I think that’s a perfect label-choice, you fit great there 
with other great bands like GENTLEMAN JESSE etc, do you feel so too ? 

If you remember, THE WAX MUSEUMS album came out on Douchemaster ... 
perhaps something to do with that. I think we fit. A lot of great stuff has come out 
on Douchemaster, e g. GENTLEMEN JESSE, BUZZER, DAVILA 666, 
TIMMY’S ORGANISM, THE BLACK AND WHITES... the list goes on. 

The WAX MUSEUMS album was very good although I must say I liked the sin- 
gles better - »Billy’s Room« or »Stonehenge« are awesome! 

Oh yeah, THE WAX MUSEUMS are great. I still have a copy of the LP that I 
haven’t even opened. I’ve got the CD to listen to. Waiting for that record to be 
forgotten and then remembered to a status it didn’t initially achieve. 

You’re definitely right about not liking the term Pop-Punk especially cause it’s 
used for so many different sounding bands... and, well »laid backu might not 
really get the point, but well, my favorite songs are e.g. »Nothing But 
Agitation«, »Payback« or »Sinking You«. They surely sound different than »AII 
The Time«, no? Was that kinda planned? 

Yeah, the songs after »A11 The Time« are meant to sound different. Sometimes 
it’s easy to write the same song twice, then I realize what I’m doing and scrap it 
and try to write something different. This process lends itself more mediocre 
material as time goes on. 

How often have you been compared to other bands from Texas like THE REDS 
and what do you think about it? 

Shit, when we started, we got WAX MUSEJJMS comparisons all the time. Now 
we get MARKED MEN and REDS comparisons, and the occasionally obvious 
RAMONES reference etc. etc. But Texas bands, hmm. They’re good bands. I’d 
rather be compared to something I like than something I hate. Comparisons are 
cheap though, you gotta admit. Gives the readers an easy idea of what they’re get- 
ting into unless they’re unfamiliar with the bands we’re compared to. We’re pret- 
ty cheap too, so we’ve no good reason to complain. 

There are so many great bands in Texas: MARKED MEN, WAX MUSEUMS but 
also OCCULT DETECTIVE CLUB, UPTOWN BUMS. Any more you can recommend? 
What are your favorite bands at the moment? 

You should check out THE FLESH LIGHTS, WE ARE BROTHERS?, JOHN 
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BAD SPORTS 


WESLEY COLEMAN, WOMEN IN PRISON, NAW DUDE, THE ENERGY, It’s better than the first album! (Note of the author - After we did this interview 

LEG SWEEPER and of course all of our other bands... BAD SPORTS signed to Dirtnap, great choice!) 


Is there something like a Texas scene, or do you mostly stay in Denton? 

I live in Austin now, the capital. Daniel and Gregory live in Denton. We com- 
mute to play together. I think there is a Texas scene to some extent. There are dif- 
ferent smaller scenes and cliques, perhaps, that we’re not aware of yet, but in a 
way they’re all tied together. Lots of bands play the same clubs with the same 
bands and still don’t hear about each other, or don’t acknowledge one another 
for awhile even though we’ve all got internet A lot of times, you gotta see them 
to like them. 


I can’t wait to hear the album! Will you upload new songs on MySpace or any- 
where else, soon? And what do you think about MySpace/Facebook in general? 
Annoying or helpful? 

We’ve been really lazy about putting new stuff up on MySpace, but yeah, we 
should get to that soon. There are things that I appreciate about both websites, 
but for now it seems like MySpace is losing the battle for personal pages. 

That ))AII The Time« video is great! Did Daniel do any other videos? When did 
he start doing them and why? 



What can you tell us about that »Denton Denton USA<( compilation? 

» Denton Denton USA« was released by Play Pinball! Records. Our buddy 
Chris Engberg owns the label and runs it with help from Trent. Chris asked us 
for as much material as we could give him, so if you want to know more about the 
bands Daniel, Gregory and I have been in, get that comp. I’m on 5 of the tracks 
and the other guys are on 4 each, I think. All of the bands are tied to each other 
by one or two people. 

I ordered it from Chris and did a review in CRKO #1! Especially those BAD 
SPORTS related band VIDEO is awesome! A record will follow on Play Pinball! 
Records. Chris also asked me if I needed that split with CHEAP TIME and I had 
to admit that I didn’t know about that split-record at all. What label is it on? 

That split just came out and I still haven’t received my copies! It has been 
released by Vice in cooperation with Scion A/V club. 

How did that record happen? Are you friends with Jeffrey Novak? 

I was on Facebook one day and Jeffrey asked me if BAD SPORTS would wanna 
be flown to NYC to record and play a show and make some money, so of course 
I said YES. It was a fun trip. 

Do you have some other funny tour stories to tell? What’s the weirdest/funniest 
thing ever happened to you? 

I rolled up the car window on Daniel’s hair on the way to Milwaukee a couple 
years ago and he screamed like a little girl. Last Halloween in Milwaukee, I took 
a shot of whisky and it 
came out my nose. 

We got to see DEVO 
in LA on our day off 
this year. Lorenzo 
gave us his blessing to 
be the next LED ZEP- 
PELIN when we were 
in New York a couple 
months ago. Gregory 
has a girlfriend in 
almost every town we 
go to, or so it seems. 

Roky Erickson was on 
our flight to NYC, I 
shook his hand. There 
are lots of cool things 
I can’t remember, but 
you gotta remember a 
lot of tour is driving or 
commuting, mostly 
boring stuff. Just buying records, reading books, watching movies, climbing 
mountains, getting drunk, meeting girls, meeting dudes, meeting other bands. 
Eating good food is probably the thing we get most consistently excited about. 
The best club you ever played? 

Hard to say, but I think this last tour’s »best club award« probably goes to the 
Red Room in Tucson, AZ. Denver, Colorado, Lawrence, Kansas, Provo, Utah 
and Portland, Oregon are good runners up. LA was cool too, but these other 
shows stick out in my mind for having particularly enthusiastic audiences. 


Daniel has made/worked on several music videos because he is pretty good at it, 
I guess. I think he just likes doing video work, but I should not speak on his 
behalf. 

I love you record a lot, it has hardly left my turntable, only the latest STATUES 
record on P.Trash gave me such a rush of excitement. Have you heard that plat- 
ter? Or THE WHITE WIRES? 

Haven’t heard STATUES, I’ll check out. WHITE WIRES, of course 1 . Wish we 
could play with them more often, but they live in Canada! 


Do you know/like German bands or labels like 
P.Trash or Red Lounge Records. For example Red 
Lounge did that OCCULT DETECTIVE CLUB album, do 
you know that platter? 

Oh yeah, ODC, or was it BOC? I know about some 
older German bands, but I’m not familiar with a lot 
of newer stuff. Is DEAN DIRG from Germany? 
That record’s pretty tuff. I like PACK and 
AB WARTS was pretty cool and I used to be into 
EINSTURZENDE NEUBAUTEN and I still like 
NEU! and even DAF. Tell me what I should hear! 

Yeah, DEAN DIRG are great! You should definitely 
listen to IDLE HANDS on P.Trash! And of course THE 
TOYOTAS - it’s DEAN DIRG’s former guitar player! 

I’ll check 'em out! 


So, will you ever play Europe sometime? Have you 
ever been here before? Even though I’m afraid 
you’re not too famous over here in Germany yet. I’m trying to change this!!! 

If somebody can pay to bring us over there, we’d love to. We’re broke. Gregory 
and Daniel still need to get passports. Maybe I can do a preliminary visit. I’m 
afraid we’re not too famous anywhere. Never been to Deutschland, but would 
love to visit and spielen fur deiner volker some day. Pardon my bastard attempt 
at typing German. 

Last question: Do you read fanzines? Like Mongrel Zine from Canada Or MRR 
or Razorcake? Are there some cool fanzines in Texas? 


Your LP is rereleased on tape by Burger Records, why’s that? Lately there seems 
to be a little hype about tape-releases, do you like that? 

Tapes are cool! The van we took on tour this year only had a tape deck, so we 
bought a lot of tapes at the record stores. Burger Records is on a roll with putting 
out cassette versions of recent good bands. They’re great dudes with an awesome 
store and good taste. If you’re in Fullerton, CA go to the Burger store! 

Daniel already told me about your new album being almost finished. Please tell 
us a little bit about it. When will it be released? Do you already have a label 
to put it out? 


We actually did an interview for M&R a few months ago, and we sometimes get 
Razorcake at the venue where I work. Don’t think I’ve read Mongrel. Fanzines 
are cool, but the internet has taken over in a lot of ways. As much as I like thumb- 
ing through zines, I’m lazy and don’t really seek them out. 

Any last words? 

I’m hungry and I have to go to work now! 

Thanks, Orville! 


Not sure about a label yet. We don’t have artwork either, but that should be easy. www.myspace.com/badsportsband 
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By Roman GGG-Go, December 2010 

If you read last issues interview with the amazing THE ZYGOTEENS you already 
have heard about Bobby Wegner or Bobby Hussy, named after his band THE 
HUSSY, a raw but still poppy two-piece from Madison, Wisconsin (Bobby on 
vox/guitar and Heather Hussy on drums). They did a few 7inches (the one on 
Fistful of Records being the best with »Winter Daze« being a massive hit) which 
are highly underrated unfortunately. He also runs that nicely written blog Kind 
Turkey (www.kindturkey.com) where he does reviews and interviews with bands 
like COCOCOMA, Alicja Trout or THE HIPSHAKES. Check it out - it s great! And 
recently he started his own label also called Kind Turkey and released a fantas- 
tic 7inch by WHEELS ON FIRE! It’s actually hard not to stumble upon someone 
so active and so productive so it’s just high time to do an interview with the man 
himself. Here ya go... 


Bobby, why did you choose that name THE HUSSY for 
your band? 

I originally had the idea to call the band DIRTY LIT- 
TLE HUSSY because I thought it was a funny band 
name and I stole that from some girls AOL/IM name. 
And eventually I shortened it to THE HUSSY and 
when Heather saw that she was like »Yeah that’s 
what we need to name this band« - I think it fits the 
band cuz a Hussy is a sleazy woman and I like to think 
our music sounds sleazy in some respects. 

When did you start THE HUSSY? What other bands 
have you been in? 

THE HUSSY was formed in summer of 2008. It orig- 
inally started out as the horribly named, COCAINE 
SYMPATHY after Heather and Is old power trio, 
CATS NOT DOGS broke up. Eventually we brought 
a friend in to sing and when he ended up moving 
away Heather and I were like »Wait, what about 
those songs that we wrote way back when?« - 
Ultimately we scrapped all but 2 of those songs from 
the COCAINE SYMPATHY project, and just started 
from a fresh palette. 

And how did you end up doing a two-piece, was that 
intentionally? 

It was mainly because in CATS NOT DOGS 
Heather and I had no control over the music, the 
main dude ran the whole show. We wanted to have 
say in the new band, and I think we have a special 
musical relationship cuz we’ve now been playing in 
bands together for over half a decade now. I was play- 
ing bass for CATS NOT DOGS, so naturally Heather 
and I found a groove together, and I had been playing 
guitar way longer than bass so when that band ended 
I just went back to playing guitar. I think the fact that 
Heather and I started as a rhythm section in another 
band is what has made THE HUSSY so powerful live. 
When I play guitar live I have to be thinking about 
how I can fill out the sound as much as possible since 
there’s no bass or rhythm guitar to hide behind. 
That’s the most challenging thing about being in a 


two piece - everything’s 
out there, so we’ve just 
been forced to make sure 
we stay tight and loud and 
noisy. We need the guitar 
riffs to do double duty. 

I like your wild, distorted 
sound with all those pop 
pearls underneath - how 
would you describe your 
sound yourself? 

I’d describe our sound as a 
garage/punk band that 
loves oldies and 60ies pop 
music. Most days if I’m in a 
car with Heather we’re 
either listening to some 
new garage record or the 
oldies radio station near 
Madison. Really we usually 
just turn the oldies on and 
sing along. There’s some- 
thing great about music 
that you can sing along to 
and that gets stuck in yr 
head. In my opinion if the 
music isn’t catchy it really 
isn’t worth my time. So I 
hope THE HUSSY comes 
out as an abrasive band that 
will leave a melody 
plopped in yr head. I’m not 
sure if we fail or succeed at 
that just yet! Sounds like 
we might have succeeded 
though so I thank you for 
the kind words. 

Which was your first record? The one on the Science 
Of Sound label? 

Yeah, the Science Of Sound release was our first 
7inch. Science Of Sound is the best label in Madison, 
so we figured we’d try there even though we thought 
they wouldn’t be interested in any vinyl (at this point 
we knew we only wanted to work with vinyl). I think 
we got that deal within maybe 4 months of playing 
our first show. Even initially Madison was really sup- 
portive of us. It’s not really often that a new Rock- 
band springs up in Madison. Mostly it’s shitty metal 
or really bad jam/ folk music, so I think people were 
ready to hear some rocking again. I will admit I was 
pretty surprised at that. We knew the other band on 
the 7inch - SLEEPING IN THE AVIARY - from 
playing a bunch of other shows with them over the 
years in different bands. That band is great live and 
their first record is still one of my favorite Madison 
records ever. Luckily SLEEPING IN THE AVIARY 
wanted a 7inch and they’re pretty much Science Of 
Sound’s Flagship band so it kinda just fell into place. 

And how did that one on Fistful Of Records happen? 

I love »Winter Daze«, it was the first song I heard of 
you and instantly liked it a lot* 

Well that deal happened like literally one week after 
Science Of Sound snatched us up. Science Of Sound 
wanted »One Time«, »I Got Soul« and »Snakes«. 
And of course Fistful wanted the same songs too. 
Luckily they were the coolest people in the world and 
were just like, »Well take yr time and write us some 
more songs and then we’ll get the record out when 
we’ve heard the new stuff and picked out the tracks 
we dig« - So basically we scrambled to write some 
more tunes and recorded ‘em really quickly at Science 
of Sound’s studio. I think »Winter Daze« and 
»Head Set« were the standouts from that session. 

What other records did you do? 

We’ve only done one other 7inch and it was a split 
with Milwaukee’s fun garage punksters THE ZYGO- 
TEENS. Really good buds of mine as you already 


know. That was out on Big Action Records (Zabby 
who runs that label does all the screen printing for my 
own label Kind Turkey), in January of this year. 
Other than that we just did a tape with our friends in 
Nashville BAD COP that came out on the frontman 
of that band’s label Jeffrey Drag Records. I haven’t 
seen a copy of it so I have no idea what it looks 
like/what it sounded like. They made a really limited 
number and just distributed them around Nashville 
and the East Coast when they were on tour earlier 
this year. Nashville is our favorite place to play 
besides Wisconsin, really fun kids that love the type of 
music we’re making. Somehow we have a following 
there that rivals most other cities we play at. Probably 
from the influence of BAD COP. Right now we’re 
finished up with our LP and am waiting for a label to 
press it. 

You currently moved to San Francicsco, why’s that? 
What about the band, still functioning? 

I moved out to San Fran to clear my head. I was work- 
ing really hard at a computer company and I just got 
sick of it. I was working 50 hours a week and then 
spending ALL my free time on band shit and I just 
needed to take some time to clear everything away 
and figure out what’s important to me ... which is get- 
ting this label going and working hard with THE 
HUSSY. I moved out here cuz the scene is great and 
it’s like a little extended vacation to the coolest city in 
the US. For some reason people did think that was the 
end of THE HUSSY. It’s not. I mean I don’t blame 
‘em, I moved all the way across the country. We exist 
and as far as I’m concerned we always will. 

How was growing up in Madison? When and how did 
you discover Punk? 

I love Madison. It’s home. I grew up about 2 hours 
from it. When you grow up in Wisconsin anywhere 
away from Madison you look at it and go »That’s par- 
adise man« - It’s like I’m from a town with 8.000 
people. Everyone knows everyone. So when you get 
to Madison it seems huge even though it’s really not 
(about 250.000 people). And the scene is really small 
so you do know the 200 people that go to shows, but 
for the most part everyone’s civil and it’s a really safe 
city. I prefer to five in places where I don’t have to be 
worried about being robbed at gunpoint. Being 
robbed, that’s fine. But when guns are involved for 
something so senseless as stealing my wallet with no 
money in it, well that’s just foolish. I’ve always loved 
rock n roll. I grew up on BLACK SABBATH and 
THE BEATLES. When I was 8 my favorite record 
was »Secret Treaties« by BLUE OYSTER CULT. 
My dad has a really good taste in music (although he 
doesn’t care for punk), so I got lucky to inherit a mas- 
sive LP and CD collection that I could rifle through 
whenever I wanted. The first punk record I found? 
Shit. Super lame and cliche, but I was probably 10 and 
I found » Nevermind « in my dad’s CD collection. 
That record was incredible when I was a kid. It seems 
so massive, so full. I loved that record until I heard 
»In Utero« about 3 years later when I realized THIS 
is what NIRVANA wanted to sound like and it sounds 
incredible. »In Utero« makes »Nevermind« look 
like a collection of B-sides (besides »Drain You«, 
»Lounge Act« and »Territorial Pissings«). Then I 
found other gems in my dad’s collection like 
»Bandwagonesque« by TEENAGE FANCLUB and 
that thing was really influential on me too. I mean we 
all can’t be suj>er cool and grow up listening to 
CHEATER SLICKS records from 10 on, right?! 

You know Wendy from PLEXI 3 quite well, right? I 
love that REACHAR0UNDS record on Certified PR a 
lot! 

Yeah. Wendy and Ryan are like family to me and 
Heather. I love those guys. GREAT musicians. 
Unbelievable married couple... And they still know 
how to party. Like the best of both worlds - marriage 
and party. My favorite record by Wendy? Well I do 
like that LOOKERS record she did with Eric Apnea 
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from HOLY SHIT/CATHOLIC BOYS. But I love 
the PLEXI 3 LP the most. I think it’s really solid and 
a fun record. 

And Wendy does this new band with Heather Hussy 
- THE SPECTRAS - how do you like them? 

THE SPECTRAS will rule the Milwaukee scene. I 
guarantee it. ALL amazing musicians, and they all 
write songs. I was lucky enough to sit in on a practice 
once before they even played a show and it’s so cute, 
they’re like »I don’t know if we’re ready to play a 
show« and I’m like... »Um, What the hell are you 
talking about?! Yr already better than most bands I 
see around here?!?!« 

Any other bands from there we should know? 

Well I think the best band from 
Milwaukee is THE GOODNIGHT 
LOVING. I don’t know if they exist any- 
more or not. I think the DRUGS DRAG- 
ONS record sounds really brutal and evil 
(in a totally good way), and STICKS N 
STONES are one of the best punk/glam 
bands around. Oh and I love HEAD ON 
ELECTRIC. Sounds a lot like early NIR- 
VANA while at the same time having 
obvious influence from THE GOOD- 
NIGHT LOVING. It’s got this like coun- 
try feel to it while being blasted at you. I 
love it. And MIDWEST BEAT of course! 

You said you already recorded a new 
record and I had the chance to have a lis- 
ten and must say I love it! »Sexi Lady«, 

»Wrong Right«, »Lymes<( - these are 
massive hits but I think the record as a 
whole is just perfect. Very distorted but 
still all those great melodies. Great! 

When will it come out? 

Yeah we wanna spend multiple months this upcom- 
ing year touring and this LP will have to be out to do 
any of that. Should be out by Aprilish. The label is run 
by a guy I met back at college in Madison. It’s called 
Slow Fizz Records. They just put out the debut LP by 
TYLERJON TYLER. I think he’s a little strapped for 
cash right now so we’re waiting on him to recoup 
some expenses from that record to pay for ours. 
Hopefully it happens sooner than later. 

What about doing a European tour someday? 

Yeah this is really the next goal on THE HUSSY’s 
checklist. When we started our only goal was to get 
one 7inch out since our previous bands had only self- 
released stuff. Two years later we had 3 out and 
couldn’t be happier. At some point in those 2 years 
Heather and I vowed that the next goal was to get to 
Europe. So we gotta make that happen through hell 
or high water. I think if we push on this record hard 
enough and tour the US enough it will happen. It just 
takes work. 

You’re also doing your own label Kind Turkey that 
did two releases - the second, WHEELS ON FIRE, is 
spectacular! Why did you start the label and what’s 
with the name? 

I’ve wanted to start a label for at least 5 years now, but 
I really started the label after seeing so many other 
labels run their labels the wrong way in my opinion. 
Lots of times you see a record get put out and no one 
does any press push for it or they don’t even try to dis- 
tro any copies of it. It’s like some labels put all the bur- 
den on the band and that’s assbackwards in my opin- 
ion. What’s the point of putting out a record that 
costs a lot to press if yr not even going to spend the 
extra 100 bucks to send shit to press? Makes no sense 
to me. Bands need to be promoted in order for the 
record to sell. So the label was started by myself and 
my friend Robert Rice who lives up in Minneapolis. I 
met him at college and we’ve been friends ever since. 
Have a really similar attitude toward everything and 
like mostly the same music. We called it Kind Turkey 
cuz I always say Turkey, and at some point it became 


slang for weed. So then Robert just put Kind in front 
of it and yeah that’s how it went down. Probably not 
the smartest move in my life, but funny nonetheless, 
and we’re all pretty goofy people. I think the 
WHEELS ON FIRE record is one of my favorite 
7inches ever. It’s not often I’ll get a chance to put out 
4 songs that quality so I jumped on it. I met them 
through playing shows with them with THE HUSSY 
in Milwaukee and Madison. We both immediately fell 
in love with each other’s bands. And when I finally got 
the label going I said that’s a great band that maybe 
has shit that they’d let me put out. They immediately 
said yes since we’d been friends for so long before and 
sent me 5 songs. I picked 4 and I think the thing came 
out great. 


TWO TEARS will be doing a 7inch with you featuring 
»Eat Peoples - I love that song! Kerry played it over 
here in Germany when she was touring with M0ND0 
RAY - I think it’s her best song so far. 

I think »Eat People« is an instant classic. One of my 
good friends - Jon from this old Madison band THE 
CUMMIES - moved out to NYC with THE CUM- 
MIES maybe 5 years ago. He knows Kerry and 
recorded a song for her at his studio and he just sent 
it to me to be like »I recorded this« - I immediately 
loved the song which was a song you’ve never heard 
before called »Heisse Hexe« - I said let’s hear what 
else she’s got, do you think she’d be interested in a 
7inch. Within three days it was finalized. It was like I 
heard the song on a Friday and by Monday I had the 
7inch worked out. 

Wasn’t that intended to be released on Big Legal 
Mess? 

She said Big Legal Mess ultimately decided not to do 
the 7inch - I have no idea the details of that and it’s 
probably not my place to speak about it. I just know 
I’m happy to get »Eat People« cuz that along with 
the other two tracks (»Heisse Hexe« and »Senso 
Unico«). It’s gonna be a killer! 

Any favourite record labels that influenced you? 
Trouble In Mind maybe? You seem to like a lot of 
their bands... 

Yeah for sure. First and foremost, Dusty Medical 
Records. Had Kevin not been awesome and helpful 
to me over the past year I probably wouldn’t have 
been able to even do this. In my opinion his label has 
been successful for two major reasons: Great Music, 
QUALITY. When you buy a Dusty Medical record 
you know yr gonna get good music with a quality 
package and that’s what I wanna do with my label. I 
want to give the listener a quality buy. Douchemaster 
is another great younger label that I love. I asked 
Bryan for advice and he was really nice to me. I love 
labels like Goner and HoZac but there’s no way I 
could operate on the level they do at this point in time 
so I’d say they weren’t really influential in getting me 
to actually »do this thing«. I LOVE Trouble In 


Mind’s label: really great line-up of bands and usually 
really solid songs with digital coupons. That label did 
have quite a bit of influence on me on how the label 
should work with distro and press and whatnot cuz 
Bill and Lisa are awesome and have always been nice 
to me as well. 

You’re also running a blog being called Kind Turkey, 
where do you take the time, man? 

I don’t know where I find the time. I try to keep it 
updated as much as I can but with all the other stuff 
I’m doing it’s hard to always find time to update reg- 
ularly. If anything it will exist as a place for fans to find 
interviews, fun drawings from artists, and some 
reviews of records/ shows every now and again. I tend 
to try to just feature 7inches that I like or 
think our readers were like. This may 
sound like the opposite of punk, but 
sometimes it’s just nice to say nice things 
and leave the negative shit up to TermBo. 
They don’t have to play with other bands. 
So I just keep it positive and while I will 
state negative things about records that I 
like, I generally won’t write reviews of 
bands that I don’t like. I’d rather have 
someone who dug ‘em review 'em so that 
they can determine if it’s good or bad by 
THAT particular’s artists standards. 

I like your blog a lot, I think your 
reviews are very well written, did you 
kinda learn that or something? And 
you’re doing nice, short interviews with 
bands like C0C0C0MA, Alicja Trout or 
Eric 0 for example. 

Yeah I would say I am a formally trained 
Journalist. I went to UW Madison for 
Journalism and graduated in 2008. But I think our 
other writers are actually way better writers than 
myself. My style tends to be quick and to the point, 
with some use of adjectives to describe the music. I 
would say our interviews tend to be shorter than most 
and shorter than most people would like, but I do that 
mostly for this reason: I’m a musician myself and I’m 
not anywhere near as busy as these people so I know 
it’s gotta be hard for them to do it. So people that are 
more »high-profile«I tend to just hit with the »What 
you been up to/What you got coming up/What you 
been listening to« sorta questions. I mean really with 
someone like Eric O, people just wanna know what’s 
coming up, what’s to be expected for the coming year 
and what he’s been digging. I mean I don’t really need 
to dive into his personal life, there’s probably other 
interviews out there that already did that. 

You’re doing a band, a label, a blog - it seems like 
you're a fan yourself. Which fanzines/blogs do you 
recommend? 

Yeah I think first and foremost I am a fan. I buy more 
records and go to more shows than I play/put out, 
and I like it that way. I have fun at shows and to me 
that’s the biggest point to doing any of this. I recom- 
mend yr zine cuz the last issue was GREAT. I think 
Mongrel Zine is great. I think TermBo is usually spot 
on with record reviews and I love their interviews 
(which are infinitely better than any I have done). To 
be honest I usually get most of my information from 
other bands, friends and randoms at shows more than 
web sites. That’s the great thing about a show - so 
many different people to mingle with and see what 
they dig. 

Any last words? 

Tune In/Turk Out 

Thanks Bobby and good luck with the record! 


www.kindturkey.com 

www.myspace.com/thehussyknowsall 
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TY SEGALL 



By Roman GG-Go (December 2010) 


I think I don’t need to actually introduce Ty Segall, do I? It’s nearly impossible 
to have missed this guys great records especially those two FANTASTIC records 
on Goner! Now while he IS pretty busy and seems to get a hell of a lot inter- 
view requests lately (check out the one in Mongrel Zine!) he still took his time 
to answer ours. I sent him stuff thru e-mail and met him on a show in 
Strasbourg where he proved himself not only to be a brilliant musician but also 
a super-nice guy to talk to! But on the other hand it was hard to do some decent 
pictures of him with terrible lighting and a non-existing stage at Club Molodoi 
and therefore the crowd dancing halfway into the drum kit... Great show 
nonetheless! Now here’s what Ty had to say: 

Your new record »Melted« on Goner is awesome! My favorite songs are 
»Girifriend<( and »lmaginery Persona, what’s your favorite song on it and 
why? 

»Melted« is definitely my favorite solo record I have done. I think it has the best 
flow and the best songs... I think my favorite tune is »Finger«. Sludge! I think it 
turned out great... but the next record is going to be better.... 

The album only gets the best reviews as far as I read 'em. Do you actually care 
about reviews? 

I have read a few reviews and it is an honor that people like it! ! ! 

Your songwriting skills have developed I think, from those rough songs on your 
first record on Castle Face to now these brilliant kinda psychedelic/sixties pop 
songs - was that planned in some way? Where will it lead to, any ideas? 

Thanks man! It just kind of happened that way... was in no way planned. I think 
it had to do with me slowly getting into more psych music over the years and less 
punk. Don’t get me wrong, I still throw on the TEEN IDLES at least once a week 
- but THE SOFT MACHINE are currently in more heavy rotation. I don’t know 
where my music will go... hopefully a little weirder! And I’m always down to try 
something new... 

I somewhere read you’ve been called something like the »new Jay Reatard«... 
I think this is more because of your productivity and creativity rather than your 
attitude, huh? What do you think about being called like that? Do you like it or 
not? 

It’s an honor to be compared to Jay Reatard! He was and still is a major influence 
on my tunes. »Blood Visions« is a perfect record. I only got to meet Jay three 
times, each time was different - once at a BBQjSpot, once at a show and once 
actually on stage. He was crazy, sweet, intense, and very real. I wish I could have 
had more conversations with him. 

That being said, when will you sign a major deal? Or would you do that at all? 

HA! I don’t think that will ever happen - 1 don’t use an autotuner... RCA HERE 
I COME!!!!! 

You started as a one man band when you left THE TRADITIONAL FOOLS, why did 
you leave them and why did you start a one man band and not a full band? 

I never actually left the TRADITIONAL FOOLS. We are still a band and still 
the best of buds... we just don’t play very often anymore. We like the idea of being 
a house party band that doesn’t practice. I started the one man band out of neces- 
sity - I had a bunch of songs that I had written in my room - and felt weird hav- 
ing a band play them. 

How was playing as a one man band, how did it feel? 

One man bands a very fun! But very stressful. 


Now this seems to be a full band, does it have regular members or are those 
just some friends helping out? Is it Charlie Moonheart, Mikal Cronin or John 
Dwyer? 

Actually Mike and John have never been in the band. Charlie is in it though. My 
buddy Emily plays drums and my girlfriend Denee plays bass. 

You did PARTY FOWLS with some of those guys, what about that? And I heard 
you were a member of SIC ALPS during a tour, how was it? 

Mikal was in PARTY FOWLS but no one from PARTY FOWLS is in the band. 
We are planning on starting another band! And I was in SIC ALPS for about a 
year ... it ruled. They are my favorite band! ! ! 

So did you grow up in San Francisco? When did you first discover Punk? 

I grew up in Southern California and first started listening to punk in the eighth 
grade when I heard BLACK FLAG and THE MISFITS in a skateboarding 
video. It blew my mind. 

What made you want to start your own band and what were your favorite 
bands back then? 

My first band was in the 10th grade and we just played in our home town at par- 
ties. We were all about parties. That was the basis for that band. Those shows 
ruled - just a bunch of sweaty teenagers in a basement getting drunk and danc- 
ing. BLACK FLAG was my favorite punk band then. 

Your first solo LP was released on John Dwyer’s (COACHWHIPS, THE OH SEES) 
label Castle Face - did he ask you or did you ask him? 

I gave the record to John hoping that he would be down and he was! At that time 
I had only known him for a few months... it was an honour that he wanted to do 
it. I met him through the TRADITIONAL FOOLS. 

Now your last two LPs are on Goner, what’s your relation to them? 

Goner is the best! The nicest record label on the planet!!! I have always been a 
fan of Goner, ever since I heard the OBLIVIANS and then got into the 
REATARDS. 

You played on Gonerfest 2010, twice I hear... 

Gonerfest is amazing... all of these awesome bands playing together... tons of 
people. I saw GUITAR WOLF! ! ! I can die a happy man now! ! ! 

By the way, who did the cover art for your records? The same guy as from THEE 
OH SEES, right? 

Yes William Keihn who does the OH SEES art. He is the best! I know William 
well! He is from Indiana and lives here, in San Francisco. (Note from the editor 
- Check William Keihn on myspace: www.myspace.com/francisbashore) 

Your 7inch on Trouble in Mind is sooo good, too, how did Bill convince you to 
do that? 

Bill and Lisa are the greatest! They give hope to all. I have been friends with Bill 
for a while... I was psyched to do it. 

You did a cover version of »Pretty Womanu on that Roy Orbison tribute LP, why 
did you choose that song? What are the reactions about it? 

It’s the Jam! I think people like it... I dunno.... I wanted to do »In Dreams« but 
it was a no go... 

What’s important when you record? What equipment do you prefer? Hard 
worker or Party animal? 

Equal hard work and party animal. I love analog stuff... old tube amps and mics... 
love working with tape... it compresses really nice and you can blow it out and get 
some really nice crispyness. 

How do you start - lyrics or music? 

I still don’t know how I write songs. Usually the music first... lyrics are the worst 
part for me... but it’s also the biggest payoff when you can listen to a song and 
think »I wrote that ... awesome.« 

What are your favorite bands/records of the moment? At all? 

Listening to alot of PUSSY GALORE, BEEFHEART (RIP), BLUE CHEER, 
SOFT MACHINE, S.OA. and the new S\C ALPS that isn’t out yet! HA! 

What are your plans for the future? Any label you’d like to work with? 

No plans! Just touring and recording! 

Any last words? 

Just gotta keep on Keepin on! 

Thanks man!!! 

www.myspace.com/tysegall 
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Wednesday September 22 - Day One: 
Hi Tone Cafe 8pm: Very first gig for this years 
Gonerfest 7 is the SPIDER BAGS from Chapel Hill, 
NC, what a great start. I haven’t heard much of them 
and never saw them live but as the second song starts 
as good as fhe first ended, I’m already enthusiastic! 
Great songs between ballads and rockers all in that 
cool wacky style, somewhat country but the attitude 
is rock’n’roll. Singer/guitarplayer Dan shaking and 
dancing hat and glasses off, only to put them on 
again and repeat. Bass player lives in the same house 
with the DC SNIPERS I was told - or something. 
But I rather think they were/are in the DC 
SNIPERS, Dan at least played guitar for 
them... anyway. Later that evening I met Dan at his 
merch and I told him how much I liked the show. He 
was so happy he gave me a 7inch for free instantly. 
(Eileen/T eenage Eyes . . . lovely little souvenir) Great 
start for great things to come. Those guys know what 
they’re doing and I hope they know, they’re good. 
Try to get their records, it’s worth it! They’ve got two 
LPs (on Birdman and Odessa) out and a bunch of 
great seven inches. Next band next surprise. The 
USELESS EATERS (Memphis, TN/Toronto, 
Canada) hit with full force aggressive attack I did not 
really expect from listening to their singles. But they 
kick ass live! I was completely blasted! »Mr. 
Oscillations«, »Market Rat«, »Agoraphobic«, 
»Death View« and of course »Hear/See« to name 
but a few. The trio races through a great set really 
hard and very precise. Seth’s got a brilliant guitar 
sound under which bass and incredible awesome 
drums form a solid unit. As I mention drumming, 
something about his bass drum pissed the player off, 
maybe it slipped away so after the wild start of the 
set’s last song »Information Freak« he kicks the bass 
drum right across the stage not willing to use that 
one again. One could read Seth’s lips: »f*ck« ... but 
a second bass drum was quickly installed and off they 
go again. Bringing » Information Freak« and the 
whole set to a good end. Great talent, great esprit and 
what a flash of youth, anger and energy! I really think 
they are one of the bands to come. Keep an eye on 
them! Watch out for their first LP and try to grab 
their seven inches on Goner, Jeth Row, Shattered, 
Mastermind and Goodbye Boozy. King Louie’s new 
band MISSING MONUMENTS (New Orleans, 
LA) to come next. Mr. Bankston with a beautiful 
pink paisley Telecaster. So sweet! The MISSING 
MONUMENTS play a melodic, almost clean sound 
that made me think about King Louie’s EXPLOD- 
ING HEARTS times. I liked the swinging melodies 
and the whole show a lot, since Mr. Louie was in an 
adequate state for good music. They’ve got a 7inch 
on Douchemaster out now (Black Rainbow/ 
Tailspin) that’s worth getting it. My friend the Dr. 


who was with me keeps 
saying the MISSING 
MONUMENTS where his 
favourite band and show 
for all Gonerfest... VER- 
MILLION SANDS from 
Italy (Treviso) hit the 
stage. Obviously thrilled to 
be in Memphis on 
Gonerfest they played 
their asses off. Four piece 
drums, bass and an electric 
lead guitar fronted by 
acoustic guitar playing 
singer Anna they play a 
country-folk set, that has 
enough weirdness and 
stomping rhythms. The 
electric guitar player, 
freaking out completely 
falls off the stage, keeps playing with eyes closed for 
quite a while. So one could not be very sure is he ok? 
Is he gone? As he kept playing it turned out he was 
fine... entering the stage again. Those Italian guys 
had fun and watching them was fun as well. (They’ve 
got an LP out on Alien Snatch!) Last gig for tonight’s 
first night is Msr. Jeffrey Evans. What can I - clum- 
sy typing little one here - say about Msr. Jeffrey 
Evans?! The man is a legend! There to prove why. 
Shaking out all those good old rockin’ and rollin’ 
tunes, I recognized when he played them but cannot 
name you now... It was all the songs one would 
expect to hear on a night like this. Backing band is 
Jack Yarber on guitar Ross Johnson on drums, that is 
standing behind a big bass drum that he’s bashing on. 
You know the man, you know he’s dangerous. And 
he kept talking and he kept saying those things.... 
REIGNING SOUND’s Jeremy Scott on bass. King 
Louie enters the stage again for some harmonica 
playing. Great end to a great evening... 

Thursday September 23 - Day Two: 
Take off with the OH SEES: Around 5 pm, gathering 
in the Gonerstore, »in den heiligen Hallen« what 
can I say, all these records, so many of them beautiful 
ones ... grabbing as many as I could quickly get, 
there goes the sound: Hey, I think they already start- 
ed, it started, opening ceremonies for ‘Gonerfest 7’ 
2010. And there they are, in the warm light of the 
Tennessee evening sun, the OH SEES, playing right 
at the street corner in a gazebo. And what a great set 
they play! A real tight, hypnotic, beat driven set. Not 
so much the lala hippie stuff Keyboards, of course 
and wonderful female backing vocals (lala). But it 
was intense, monotonous, repeating, reverbed and 


fuzzing. I was really impressed by that solid warm 
blasting sound. » Ghost in the Trees«, »Quadro- 
spazzed« and »It Killed Mom« and more. Right at 
the crossroad. Cool. That’s a good start, John Dwyer 
in the setting Memphis sun, sweating and swallowing 
the mic, twisting and bumping his guitar so much it 
took not very long and some strings where broken, 
so change the orange guitar for a 12 string green gui- 
tar and on it goes. I love that drummers weird looks 
but straight play. He’s the machine keeping the mon- 
ster together, second guitar substitutes bass and oh 
yes, they had tattoos ... lots of them. 

Later that day at the Hi Tone: First there was a 
band that was not THE LIMES that where on sched- 
ule ... sorry folks I don’t remember your name. Next 
up SUPER WILD HORSES (Melbourne, Austra- 
lia). A two girl piece, guitar and drums, both singing. 
I must admit that I don’t really get, why everybody 
seems to like them that much. Well I think it’s brave 
musical concept, single string one tone guitar an 
monotonous drums. After some songs the girls 
switch, sound and guitar technique stays the same. 
Very stripped down. I’m more into Ryan Rousseau’s 
DESTRUCTION UNIT announced by the some- 
what strange MC Brace Belden from the WILD 
THINGS ... his thing was to talk down and insult 
the bands he announced ... when DESTRUCTION 
UNIT bulldozed everything and everyone ... Two 
synthesizers, guitar, bass a huge wall of sound. Noisy 
waving up to get carried away on driving rhythms. 
Ryan bending forth and back like in trance staring 
into nowhere. Wonderful acoustic onslaught. 
Though I also love the other bands Ryan Rousseau is 
doing like TOKYO ELECTRON and EARTHMEN 
& STRANGERS I really enjoyed this one a lot. Ryan 
Rousseau is a genius. He’s writing so many good 
songs in different styles. But every time the band 
works out fine. This one awesome noise. Ideal to 
clear your head at once. They’ve got a new LP on 
FDH out and watch out for the older stuff where 
Shawn Foree, Jay Reatard and Alicja Trout are 
involved. Time for SO COW from Ireland. I really 
love this wonderful band. All those melodies that 
turn out to be great songs in a clean yet edgy style. 
Unique in a way. They’ve been adequately compared 
to THE CLEAN and TELEVISION PERSONALI- 
TIES. They are rocking and sweating it: 
» Casablanca !« ... Impossible to keep any glasses on. 
Bass player named it: »How do you not sweat 
MORE? I mean, this is stupid hot!« It really was hot. 
The music was as well, so what. Where SO COW’s 
Brian Kelly turned the joke around by pretending he 
was pissed off by the announcement of MC Brace 
during the show asking to change words with him 
after the show... In fact he was completely pissed but 
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not angry at all. It was his birthday (seemed it really 
was) and he was partying. HAUNTED GEORGE’s 
guitar player was not amused. Not hesitating but 
kicking the guy off stage ... down he was ... and 
HAUNTED GEORGE (Los Angeles, CA) played 
his haunted tunes of ghosts and spooky creatures. 
Assisted by this guitar player who also was in the 
LAMPS the next day... Everybody waiting for TY 
SEGALL. Finally up he takes the crowd over with his 
first guitar licks immediately because he is good, he’s 
got that certain something and he’s a real showman, 
the nice guy, always smiling, always having fun. But 
live on stage he’s really rocking it, great guitar sound, 
backed by the two girls on drums and bass who do 
great jobs too. (Yes, the bass player is his girlfriend, 
there is a song about her.) The songs are much hard- 
er live than on the records, smashing. The crowd is 
wild and packed enough already as he starts 
»Paranoid«. That knocks everything over ... beers 
fly, the crowd goes nuts. Others of his hits to come 
like »My Sunshine« and »Cents«. Ty pulled up a 
tight performance, screaming out his lungs. Like him 
or not (and one can hardly not like him) the boy’s 
got talent and he knows how to use it. He writes 
great tunes and he can perform them in a way that 
makes you stand and stare or rather shake and 
scream! For the last encore he starts »Paranoid« 
again and the crowd goes nuts again. In the end he 
carries his bass player girl on his shoulders lifts her up 
to his amp and after having done all that, finally the 
guitar is completely broken... (I guess you know 
where to get his records ... ) 

Friday September 24 - Day Three: 
Afternoon Show at the Buccaneer Lounge a pirates 
place: Due to visiting Jimmy Lee Lindsey Jr.’s grave 
that is quite a distance from the Hi Tone Cafe (same 
street though) we were a bit late and missed 
DAT AD RUMS, a Memphis based project from 
Chuck Vicious with Alicja Trout, sorry. I’d have liked 
to see this too but you cannot have it all... But this 
graveyard (Memorial Park) was kind of a strange 
experience for me: You are supposed to drive 
through it by car! Which makes sense because it’s 
huge. The staff there, that is really very friendly 
insisted on driving us in a golf caddy ... I was not sure 
if it is appropriate to ask for Jay’s grave there, but 
knowing he is buried next to Isaak Hayes, I asked for 
Mr. Hayes’ grave and the friendly lady from the staff 
told me that there was also Mr. Lindsey - she called 
him Jay Reatard - was buried there ... Jay surely was 
missing for Gonerfest, so this was least we could do. 
RIP Jay. 

So start for this afternoon where the LEG- 
ENDARY WINGS (Kalamazoo, Ml). Outside the 
Buccaneer under some tent they played their relaxed 
power pop. Nice chords, lovely melodies makes 
good songs. I liked the show although the band could 
have been showing a bit more enthusiasm. I tried to 
get a record but they had none with them, there’s 
some out on UFO Dictator Records and Tic Tac 
Totally. If you’re into melodies you should check out 
the LEGENDARY WINGS. The beloved GOLD- 
EN BOYS (Austin, TX) had their turn next. They 
started off together with Ross Johnson, there he was 
again, saying those things again while shaking some 
percussion stuff he carried with him in a cotton bag. 
This man is so far out. Where does he get all these 
stories from? Are they all in his head? It seems as if he 
makes them out while speaking... amazing. The 
GOLDEN BOYS go through a fun set full of hits, old 
and new ones. »The Yankee Dollar«, »Plainsman’s 
Lament«, » Rock With Me Forever«(Yes-please!), 
» Claire « and »The Electric Wolfman«. A chaotic, 
jet varied and good gig where everybody was singing 


his own songs, they even played » Steal My Mind« 
from John Wesley Coleman III’ s LP. Organ player 
Nay Nay bashing a single cymbal on a drum stick 
when not playing the organ, that guy really feels the 
music, you can see how the music is taking control 
over his body, rad! I’ve never seen a band tapping so 
much on guitar effect pedals without the intended 
effect ... lot’s of chaos but also great fun for the band 
and the audience! I really love the GOLDEN BOYS 
and their way to play. It’s country songs under garage 
deconstruction. Best you can get. A few drops of rain 
could do no harm there. Best ever played guitar solo 
from Mr. Coleman: As he just turned over to his 
amp, turned it to maximum volume, played his solo 
and turned it down again ... that’s the way: Raise 
your glasses for the GOLDEN BOYS! That’s rock 
and roll. (Three LPs on Alien Snatch! G-e-t t-h-e-m! 
ALL!) LOVE COLLECTOR (also Austin, TX) 
spanking guitars now. Wild punky band with lots of 
action and dancing from Shawn Carpetbagger, Rob 
Yazzie and Robin Retox. They had a special fan club 
with them so I don’t want to say no bad words. I liked 
the energy but did not get too much behind the 
music ... Inside the Buccaneer Eric Davidson (NEW 
BOMB TURKS) was reading from his gunk punk 
book »We Never Learn«. The book is cool, all about 
the 90ies Rock’n’Roll/Garage/Punk bands that 
where on Labels like SFTRI, In The Red and Crypt. 
It’s worth reading, lots of stories behind the scenes 
and it comes with a download code for some 20 
songs as listening examples. When I got in after the 
bands had finished, Eric came to the end as well. I 
read the book on my own before anyway... 


from REIGNING SOUND on keyboards, and Coco 
and Poni and I guess Jem from THE ETTES. 
Fantastic line up for a great new band. Greg 
Cartwright knows how to write great songs, we all 
know that (I wonder if he will ever get his earned 
nobel price for that song writing ... ) but the girls put 
in a fresh wind that lifts the whole thing further up. 
Catchy up tempo songs confidently performed. 
»Keep Walking«, »Don’t Hurt ME Now« and 
»Sleepy City« (the ROLLING STONES cover that 
was on the Norton 7inch series) are some I remem- 
ber. The whole show was an all time high for me. 
Greg screaming and scrubbing his guitar but not 
dominating the band. It was the members all togeth- 
er that made this work. Great songs great musicians 
a perfect combination and they obviously had fun 
doing it. Finally the LP »Strychnine Dandelion« is 
out on In The Red. You asked for the dumbest? You 
get the dumbest! PERSONAL AND THE PIZZAS 
(Pizzaland) serving their dish now. They where fun 
to watch all dressed up with chains and greasy hair 
they did their pizza comedy thing. Though Personal 
had sliced his finger when preparing pasta sauce he 
was there to play for us. I’m always a bit hesitating 
with comedy bands especially when they carry food 
names but this one convinced me, cause it worked 
live. The simple RAMONES style songs and the 
dumb announcements made everyone point their 
fingers. When » Brass Knuckles « came up, the Hi 
Tone was boiling. Unfortunately some bummer 
threw some pepper cake right into the face of bass 
player Pizza which made it kind of hard for him to 
carry on. They almost used their chains but the 
evening continued non- 
violent. Nevertheless they 
did great! (There’s a Euro- 
version of their LP out on 
Red Lounge/Bachelor 
now and more.) DAVE 
CLOUD (Nashville, TN) 
is up. Another mad old 
man for rock’ n ’roll. I 
think it was during the first 
song that he took his pants 
of, the shirt followed 
directly so he was doing 
most of the gig in his boxer 
shorts. Awesome! While 




In the evening at the Hi 
Tone: The MC for tonight 
Mr. Dick Scum from THE 
ARMITAGE SHANKS 
introduces the miracu- 
lously weird GUINEA 
WORMS from Columbus, 

OH. If I was a girl I’d be 
scared of that singer ... He 
had such a strange way to 
move his arms, that is... 

I don’t think he’s doing 
that for shows only but 
that’s just his way of mov- 
ing... and making faces 
and staring with wild eyes into the crowd ... there is 
an atmosphere of unpredictability around but the 
band does a great show. They’ve got those nagging 
sounds and they’ve got their all time greatest hit 
»Box OfRecords« there’s really nothing better. Best 
song in years, I totally agree with Eric Friedl there. If 
you like the weird the GUINEA WORMS rule! 
Check them out! One of my highlights to come: I did 
expect a lot from Greg Cartwright’ s latest project 
THE PARTING GIFTS (Asheville, NC/ Nashville, 
TN). And I shall not be disappointed. Dave Amels 


the band hit thdse hard rock’ n’ roll Dave was riding 
his pantomime motorcycle. The STRAPPING 
FIELD HANDS (Philadelphia, PA) where quite a 
contrast to the two band before. They almost did 
nothing on stage but play their beautiful unspectacu- 
lar songs. They really didn’t seem to pretend to be 
anybody. The music was a bit too quiet for my taste 
but I loved the way they looked. Like the guy next 
door you would never expect to play in a band ... so 
everyone could save a bit of energy for the OBLI- 
VIANS. No need to make big words about the 
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OBLIVIANS. You can imagine the hell of a party 
that broke loose when they entered stage at their 
home base. Eric starting the home match with 
»She’s A Hole«. Soon Greg is taking over the mic 
for some » Vietnam War Blues « and many other and 
finally it was Jack’s turn to sing... »Strong Come 
On« and also lot’s more. Like the 2009 tour it was 
sort of a greatest hits show with an orgiastic audience 
that could not get enough. To me there is not much 
like the OBLIVIANS and seeing them play in 
Memphis gave me a feeling of I could die in peace 
now. In the end I was glad I didn’t because there was 
so much more great stuff to come the next day. But 
first the OBLIVIANS had to play encore after 
encore. 

Saturday, September 25 - Day Four: 
Afternoon Rock Blowout at Murphy’s on two stages, 
outside an inside: The OUTDOORSMEN from 
San Francisco (CA) where the band to start on the 
inside stage. Snotty punk tunes fast and sharp inter- 
rupted by some slower more melodic songs (one 
could call ballads, if one wanted) the OUTDOORS- 
MEN are able to give you both sides. They hit the 
spot when they rocked and they jerked one or anoth- 
er tear with their slow ones. Fucking great and quite 
neat. Another great new discovery for me! They’ve 
got all those seven inches out all with obscene draw- 
ings the singer/guitar player does. Try to get as many 
of them as you can. I really don’t know much to say 
about the MENTHOLS (Kalamazoo, MI) they 
played outside first. I tried to get a burger for break- 
fast. WILD THING (San Francisco, CA) where the 
next band inside. Also very snotty, loud and mean. 
We already knew Brace as an MC now we could 
enjoy his bass playing qualities, but I liked the guitar 
player better. No front teeth and a guitar that looked 
as if he had found it in some trashcan. The dirtiest 
most worn out guitar I’ve seen on a stage in a long 
time. Congrats! They were wild, but not as good as 
the OUTDOORSMEN to me. Next on stage out- 
side where the TOUCH-ME-NOTS (Oakland, 
CA). Once a band to start a gig in clean clothes 
unlike many others... what? It’s called GONER- 
FEST! Although they don’t use many guitar effects 
and sound quite clear and simple they made me 
dance and sing along to all of their great songs. I love 
those simple melodic tunes. And you don’t have to 
show off to prove you’re a great band. The TOUCH- 
ME-NOTS are. I think there were no guitar effect 
pedals left because THE LAMPS (Los Angeles, CA) 
used them all. They’ve got this animal on drums, he’s 
so good! And they had all the drive creating that 
huge sound, pumping and drifting away into psyche- 
delic noise. I never saw them live before and now I 
knew what I had missed! Completely fuzzed out 
garage craze. Monty breaks a guitar string fingers 
bleed. He asked for anyone to help him out with a 
guitar and it took some time but finally James Arthur 
hands in his guitar and Mr. Buckles spills his blood 
on this one continuing the infernal noise. One of my 
favourite new bands was on the schedule: The 
BURNING SANDS (Memphis, TN) Quinn Powers 
who used to play with FINAL SOLUTIONS, 
LIMES, MAROONS, CIRCUIT BENDERS, 
ARCH RIVALS and VENDING MACHINE on 
vocals and guitar, Jeremy Scott from REIGNING 
SOUND on bass and Darcie Dark on drums. Song 
after song they played themselves into my heart. 
Featuring all the beautiful melodies coming close to 
REIGNING SOUND but having a bit more punch. 
Not really wild punk but the perfect mixture for a top 
notch garage band that you would expect from the 
musicians involved. I think they are one of the bands 
one will hear from in the future. NBT from 


Memphis. After the show I tried to get some records 
and they did not even record some yet. Both Quinn 
and Darcie promised me that they will go for record- 
ings in winter. I hope they get some of their hits like 
»Soft Boys«, »Fallen Apart« and »Till the End« 
on vinyl. Maybe it would be on In The Red, maybe 
other... I hope they’ll let me know as soon as it’s 
done... Watch out for the BURNING SANDS! 
They are awesome. I love them! While I was talking 
outside to Quinn and Darcie, RED MASS 
(Montreal, Canada) had already destroyed the stage 
inside. Choyce the uncrowned king of garage from 
Montreal and his fellas blew it away quite CPC 
GANGBANGS style. Loud, fast and furious, also 
with a lot of effect pedals and some synth. After some 
good songs they indulged into a noise orgy. Choyce 
on his knees, twisting knobs, making this guitar feed- 
back scream and tangle. Impressive and radical gig. 
Pow! Outside in the afternoon heat, GOLDEN TRI- 
ANGLE from Brooklyn prepared to hit the stage. 
GOLDEN TRIANGLE is lots of people. Two girls 
singing, two guitar players, Alix Brown on bass and 
one drummer. The guys involved seemed very young 
to me but as a matter of fact I had more eyes for all 
the girls. Described as some psyched out B52’s that 
comparison hits the spot. Everything fuzzed and 
with a lot of reverb created a huge sound and some 
far out atmosphere. This could be the future of 
garage punk. Though it’s not completely my music I 
was completely impressed by that show. If they play 
around your town you should definitely go and see 
them. Inside again it was TOTAL CONTROL’S 
turn. They are from Melbourne and feature mem- 
bers of UV- RACE (drumming there and singing in 
TOTAL CONTROL) and EDDY CURRENT 
SUPPRESSION RING. I loved the singer’s way of 
holding the mic up high and bending his head back 
to shout in. I would almost call them hardcore if 
there wasn’t that synthesizer involved. They played a 
really wild and hard gig with that synth setting little 
funny highlights here and there. Bringing good old 
LOST SOUNDS to mind, without ripping them off. 
TOTAL CONTROL found a sound of their own. 
They’ve got a seven inch out on Iron Lung. Back out- 
side JAMES ARTHUR’S MANHUNT (Austin, 
TX/Memphis, TN) are ready for the last afternoon 
show. It’s a chaos gig again. No it’s not the fault of 
Brian, although he was in the chaotic GOLDEN 
BOYS show as well. In fact it’s nobody’s fault and it 
does no harm to the show and music at all, because 
they played with such intensity that a little break now 
and then was just right for everyone. They tangle 
between solid bluesy rocking parts and long passages 
with standing chords, solos and feedback. A perfect 
blast. James screaming at the top of his voice, making 


a face like he’s going to explode, sometimes playing 
sometimes fighting his guitar. Belt breaks, doesn’t 
matter he plays on bended over guitar on his legs. 
John Wesley Coleman enters the stage and tapes the 
guitar to Arthur’s body, strings break, fingers bleed, 
blood spilled to this very guitar for the second time 
this afternoon. No matter! No captives made here. 
That was such a great show, because those guys sold 
themselves completely to their music, body and soul. 
They were really into it. I had nothing left to wish for 
that afternoon. Records out on Penetrator and 
AARGHT! 

In the evening last night at the Hi Tone Cafe: 

Wonderful John Wesley Coleman Ill’s first with a 
bunch of friends up on stage. There’s Nay Nay from 
the GOLDEN BOYS on the organ, there’s Orville 
from BAD SPORTS, there’s a trumpet and a saxo- 
phone and all you need for great music. John does 
great songs, sing along melodies, laid back, yet a bit 
wacky and weird just the right mixture. The songs 
are familiar at once, yet never repeating or heard 
before, though it’s almost always the same chords 
(A-D-G-G...) Just what I wanted! You can always 
write another great song with those same old chords, 
at least some people can and John Wes is one of 
them. He played mostly songs from his LP on 
Certified PR and also new ones from his »Bad Lady 
Goes To Jail« LP that is out on Goner. That’s in fact 
one of my most favourite records now. If John will 
just go on like this he can’t go wrong. And I know 
there’s a new album already on the way. I can’t wait 
to hear that one. The GIRLS AT DAWN (Brooklyn, 
NY) are not really my cup of tea. Though nice to 
watch like golden Marie and tar pitch Marie, one 
very blonde and the other one very black »hair« ... 
(at least I do hope it’s not their real hair . . . ) they play 
at least some 
nice 60ies in- 
f 1 u e n c e d 
pop. But 
there was an- 
other band 
to win me 
over com- 
pletely on 
the way. 

UV-RACE 
(Melbourne, 

Australia) 
had at least 
as many 
members as 
John Wesley 
Coleman 
had musi- 
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dans up on stage. Almost like a family or like a collec- 
tive. They were burning down the stage in one big 
party. Singer Marcus dancing, walking, shaking his 
arms in a matchless way in a kaki jeans dress that is 
painted with a thick black marker (a sun and some 
UV-RACE lettering and other) completely addicts 
himself. Soon he’s taking that dress off, dancing on 
later even collecting some dollars for tip in his under- 
wear! The guitar is loud as hell and as I stand direct- 
ly in front of that speaker it really blows my ears but 
I love it! A saxophone player setting highlights to cer- 
tain parts of the songs. The poor keyboard player girl 
seemed not to get along with that organ that was not 
hers, so she just went making noises through the sax 
microphone, that works as well. Their songs are 
crooked, sometimes almost off-key but that’s the 
magic of it, because they work with that stomping 
danceable, yet almost dumb rhythms. I got out of my 
mind while they played, »Knife Fight«, »Cherry B« 
and »Gore Orphanage« all sure to be major hits! 
The band seems to have so much fun, just like the 
audience. Marcus really is a revelation to me, and 
maybe even to himself... LP on AARGHT, 7inch on 
Fashionable Idiots. New LP will be out on In The 
Red, hopefully soon. Listen to them if you did not 
already! Due to so much action I had to get some 
fresh air and missed most of the ARMITAGE 
SHANKS (Medway, United Kingdom) which is a 
bit sad after all, because they were really good also. 
Dressed up in suits and ties they did really great 
British garage. Nothing bad to say about them. 
Check out »Drowning, Not Waving« eg. NEW 
BOMB TURKS did everything we love them for. 
Eric Davidson in top form, spastic all over, making 
his faces, digging his nose knocking the bird out. The 
audience is pudding in his hands, gratefully partying 
along to old hits. It’s all happening here. This is the 


NEW BOMB TURKS show I always wanted to see 
and that I’ve been waiting for so long. Once I saw 
them in Heidelberg in Germany, back in the 90ies, 
with like five people in the audience that did not 
understand what those guys were doing and why 
they are doing it like this. What a difference now, 
with such an audience appreciating every single sec- 
ond and every drop of sweat. A Santa Claus cab 
learns to fly. On stage, off stage, on stage again and so 



on, beer cans are pointed to the ceding and learn to 
fly as well. Eric disappears in the crowd only to crawl 
up on stage again, he is crowd surfing he is on the 
ground and up again in a second. Hats off to Eric 
Davidson. If you knock it off like this in your forties, 
your children won’t take you for serious but you will 
have a lot of fans about your age. And finally the 
stage gets prepared for the best thing Japan ever gave 
to us: From Tokyo, legendary black leather black 
sunglasses GUITAR WOLF!!! You cannot escape 
once the wolf has entered the stage. With the first 
guitar stroke the crowd is obsessed. Fingers get 


pointed as fingers can be pointed really meaning it to 
that GUITAR A WOLF all dressed in leather, we 
the sheep nourishment to his chords. And you can 
see Seiji enjoys it so much appreciates as well. The 
posing plays a major part but it’s all about the pose 
and it’s great. Guitar chords stand for a long time 
while he points and sends out his »Machine Gun 
Guitar« spell. Finally people get on stage to hug him. 
Deeply moving moments. The GUITAR WOLF 
forces Eric Oblivian under his guitar leading and 
directing him like a puppet on invisible strings final- 
ly the two end up in a wrestle on the floor as Eric’s 
trying to get rid of the guitar again. I can’t believe my 
own eyes have witnessed this. That night we all have 
been completely GUITAR WOLFED. 

Sunday, September 26 - Day Five: 
Closing Ceremonies at the Goner Store: Ty Segall 

played a set where people could choose songs by call- 
ing them in. Once again he proves his talent and abil- 
ities, playing the guitar, singing and drumming all on 
his own. He seems a bit exhausted due to GUITAR 
WOLF the night before. But he’s doing great ver- 
sions of his latest hits and yes, she is his girlfriend, the 
song is about her, and he is going to marry her. In the 
audience everyone staring at the girl turning red... 
Lovely end to a perfect festival for us. THE LIMES 
finished ‘Gonerfest 7’ Quinn Powers on bass. In the 
end I heard Eric Friedl say, that this was maybe the 
best Gonerfest so far. A dream line up. No one seri- 
ously injured and no one got arrested. I’m not sure if 
I will see so many great bands and shows in such a 
short time again in my life. Only if I go for ‘Gonerfest 
8’ in 201 1. but this certainly was a memory for a life 
time. We had such a total blast. 
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spending a ton of money on... 


INDIAN WARS - Walk around the Park LP 


YOUNGER LOVERS - Rock Flawless LP 


cm m 


YOU'VE ALL ASKED FOR IT AND NOW IT HAS 
ARRIVED!!!! Well, not really, evrything is in the 
pressing plant and we dont even have the final 
artwork here but what the heck. I bet the record is 
a month earlier than this rag here. Whutever, this 
brilliant album is out late April 2011 and it is 
better than most of the crappy art-fart jangle pop 
records you have at home in your Expedit (TM) 
bookcase. Last year we went berzerk while 
listening to MOONHEARTS, DEAD GHOSTS, 
ESTROGEN HIGHS and a lot of crap hyped on 
Termbo, but here's your first fave record of 2011! 
After releases on PSYCHIC LUNCH, MAMMOTH 
CAVE and of course BACHELOR here is the real 
deal, housed in a heavy gatefold sleeve. 


He was in GRAVY TRAIN!!! with j 
HUNX, released one LP on his j 
own and now Brontez is back 
with a firecracker of a garage 
trash pop album, recorded and 
mixed by Matthew Melton / 

BARE WIRES, SNAKEFLOWER 2, 
etc... Brontez is a genius! He 
writes danceable pop songs 
which are not sugary or just 
simple rip-offs and still easily 
find their way into your brain and! 
keep you humming the tunes 
hours after playing this platter. 

Be prepared! 




STILL HOT: 


PERSONAL + THE PIZZAS - Raw Pie LP 

DIE ERSTEN MENSCHEN - Apocalypse Now & Then LP 

BATMAN - Cucciolone Classico 7" 

QUINTRON - Ring The Alarm T 
THE HUMMS - Lemonland LP 
SUGAR STEMS - The Sweet Sounds of... LP 
MESS FOLK - This is Mess Folk... And More! LP 
SKIPPER -In Italy 10" 

Distributed by Clearspot and Cargo 


PIPSQUEAK -Aint that sad 7" 

THE CAVE WEDDINGS - Never Never Know T 
IMYELIN SHEATHS - Stackticon T 
THE MAKEOUTS - In a Strange Land ! LP 
BEAT BEAT -self titled LP 
THE POWERCHORDS - More than me 7" 
BARRERACUDAS - Dog Food / Diet Coke T 
THE YOLKS -self titled LP 


PRESSING NOW: 

THE MAKEOUT PARTY - Jungle Cruise 7'| 

You thought they were d.e.o.d.? 


HEALTHCARE 


You to me / Lies 7 " 

Surprise, surprise... 


BACHELOR RECORDS 

5*21 AD* FT 186. AUSTRIAH! 


NOT AVAILABLE: 

Mp3 Downloads and similar crap. 


VISIT OUR SHOPPE AT 

shop.bachelorrecords.com 

WE ALSO HAVE TONS OF DISTRO TITLES 
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We still buy a lot of the reviewed records ourselves, but we can’t keep an eye on everything cool that’s going on (at least we try). 
So, if you’ve got a band/label feel free to send us your releases. Make sure you are familiar with the music we like and make sure 
you can stand a upright review! If we love your stuff we love it, if we can’t stand it we can’t stand it. We don’t discuss! Please note 
that we only review finished releases. No mp3-downloads or stuff like that. Please keep that for shitty internet-blogs... 


THE 20BEL0WS 
For Better Days CD 

[Monster Zero] Here we have 1 3 new songs by Denmark’s 
20BELOWS, one of Europe’s leading Poppunk-bands. Okay, in 
2011 we could talk a lot about the highs and lows of 
Poppunk... But I want bother you with that, too much. I just 
wanna keep it like that: There are still a handful of bands 
around who play on a constant high level. 20BELOWS are one 
of them! But I think it lies in the simple nature of the genre, 
that you can’t come up with any groundshaking new tunes 
today. But the scene is still alive and it’s good that labels like 
Monster Zero (it’s basically Kevin from THE APERS) release 
stuff like this. So, if you want a neat Poppunk-record check 
out »For Better Days«, but don’t expect a classic or some- 
thing. THE 20BELOWS got a very good production, crunchy 
guitars, fine melodies, nice singalongs (check out »Like a 
chokeslam«) and of course their trademark: Ulrich Basler’s 
unique voice! And even though they are not on the all so 
happy side of “Poppunk in their lyrics I’m still confused that this 
bunch of nice Danes looks like a tattoed Hardcore-hooligan- 
squad, haha! (Bernd) 

777 

Unleashed CD 

[Part Records] You think you’re a tough rock n’roller because 
you are listening to stupid hard rock neanderthals like TUR- 
BONEGRO, THE HELLACOPTERS or even AC/DC? I’m sorry for you 
poor little sausage, because you will probably have to live on 
with that shitty taste of music. Please don’t cry now, it’s never 
too late for unaware people. There is still »real« rock n’roll 
on this planet and I’ll tell you about it. Together with my chef- 
editor Bernd I once organised a very succesfull rockabilly 
party in our hometown Meppen. One of the bands we invit- 
ed were three very nice blokes who called themselves 777 
(TRIPLE 7). When I heard the first recordings of these rocka- 
billy youngsters, their sound was a bit outmoded. They were 
only around eighteen when they started, but I missed the 
energy and tigerishness of real crazy rock n’roll kids. A few 
years later (now!!!) they finally released their first official 
debut album and a lot of things have changed. The guitar is 
distorted, the well slapped double-bass is rattling like crazy 
and the drums are pushing the tempo on like Slim Jim himself 
couldn’t do it better. Especially the guitar and the vocals 
often remind me of THE H0RM0NAUTS, THE BUCKSHOTS or 
Brian Setzer and his STRAY CATS. All in all the three guys from 
Osnabruck/Germany serve a cool cocktail of 50ies rockabil- 
ly, doo-wop, punk, powerpop and even a bit (old school) psy- 
chobilly. I guess some shows with the notorious JANCEE P0R- 
NICK CASINO did a good job on Niko, Franz and Olli. Today 
they are wild, funny and hot like a chili-clyster! Even Bernd 
can see that THIS is »real« rock n’roll music, so why can’t you? 
[Note of the editor — Whatcha mean with »even Bernd..A< you 
jerk?!?] Listen to me, rocker... buy this CD, get a cool hairstyle 
and you may even get a girlfriend one day! (Beppo 
Amaretto) 

AGRO JIVE 
s/t LP 

[P.Trash] AGRO JIVE is Kasper Maarbjerg (former NO HOPE 
FOR THE KIDS) and this record is a compilation of all the stuff 
he released in the last 5/6 years. Maybe you can call Kasper 
the »Danish Rich Crook«, cuz just like Rich with LOVER! Kasper 
started AGRO JIVE as a solo-recording-project, where he 
could live out his love for minimalistic Garagetrash-Poppunk 


with a certain 50ies/60ies Rock’n’Roll feeling. All in all there 
are 1 7 songs on this platter and songtitles like »She’s In Love 
With The Atom Bomb«, »The Martians Stole My Brain«, 
»Pianet Of The Apes« and »Fuck Me Up« already imply the 
musical direction. If you like this trashy/budget 4-track-home- 
recording-sound you’ll find a lot of unpolished gems on this 
album for sure. I’m only a little bit disappointed about the 
final mastering, it sounds really muddy. I had a 10-song-pre- 
master from Pete P.Trash and that sounded way better, so I 
think you could’ve get more out of it. (Bernd) 

AUDACITY 
Power Drowning CD 

[Burger] There’s a new teen sensation cooking up from 
Fullerton, California. At least, these lads were in their late 
teens when this was recorded in 2008. It’s a tie between 
Burger and Recess Records, so you already know what’s in for 
you: wild energetic high quality fun music! Early FYP comes to 
mind, sometimes TEENGENERATE. And if you like the LP, you 
should try to catch them playing in front of your face some- 
how. They were easily the best new band I saw in 2010. 
(Pacino) 

AUTISTIC YOUTH 
Idle Minds LP 

[Taken By Surprise/Sabotage] Finally the follower to the 
»Landmine Beach« album as a co-release of the German hi- 
quality-labels Taken By Surprise und Sabotage. And of 
course »ldle Minds« doesn’t disappoint anyone, cos AUTISTIC 
YOUTH are for sure one of the leading bands of the Portland- 
Postpunk-breed (or whatever you wanna call it)! An impulsive 
and passionate sound, a full dozen of songs including new 
hits like »Deadbeat«, »Find Me Here« and »Among Ruins«. In 
the best tradition of the WIPERS and OBSERVERS and in one 
line with bands like RED DONS and ESTRANGED. (Bernd) 

AUT0RAMAS 
14 Laps CD 

[Gravadora Discos/Sounds Of Subterrania] It’s been a while 
since I’ve seen the AUT0RAMAS in a small German club, with- 
out knowing them before. I was thrilled! Even though they 
played mostly instrumentals they really rocked the house. 
Since then I only got one of their 7inches for my record-col- 
lection, so this comp here is quite right for me, cuz it seems to 
be some kind of a »Best Of« for the European market. The 
AUT0RAMAS are from Brasil and they add a lot of mad ideas 
to their Surfrock-basics: a really crazy mixture of Funk, 
Garage, space-twang and monsterfuzz-bass-attacks! 
Imagine a whacky fusion of Dick Dale, DAVILA 666 and B52’s. 
Maybe I can call it hot-blooded tropical Brasilian Garage- 
Surf-Wave-Pop-Rock?! I dunno! But it’s cool exotic music for 
sure! I think the AUT0RAMAS are some kinda indie-rockstars in 
Brasil, would be nice if the rest of the world would like ‘em, 
too! They’re really goooood! (Bernd) 

BITUME 
Lolch CD 

[Rookie Records] For all of you non-Germans who don’t know 
- there’s one special difference in German Punk-music: on one 
side you have »Deutschpunk« and on the other hand you 
have »Punk with German lyrics«. The first-mentioned is for 
mohawk-morons and the latter is more for sophisticated 
dudes like me, haha. There are some leading bands for 
»Punk with German lyrics«, like TURBOSTAAT, B0XHAMSTERS, 


EA80 or DUESENJAEGER. And there are some bands who are 
around for years but only plod in the midfield - BITUME is one 
of those bands, in my opinion. I’ve seen ‘em live: good show. 
They’ve got several albums out: all not bad. Same goes for 
»Lolch«. Not a bad record but not totally outstanding. The 
songs are okay, the vocals are a lil bit weak and there’s one 
more thing that really annoys me: the new German stereo- 
type! It got established by TURBOSTAAT and I’m speaking 
about all this sailing/shipping-imagery in the lyrics. Oh man, 
that’s so dull and boring by now! BITUME sometimes use this 
imagery, too. Bad choice! This ship is sinking! I’m still waiting 
for something fancy and innovative, maybe lyrics about 
mountain climbing in the Bavarian alps?! Hopefully with the 
next album. If you keep it like this you are just one among 
many others. (Bernd) 

BLACK FEET 
s/t IP/CD 

[Dirty Faces] I once heard wagging tongues say that espe- 
cially Swedes are good in copying certain styles of music. So 
it’s funny that Stockholm’s BLACK FEET (feat, former members 
of KAMIKATZE, PRICKS, DISCO V0LANTE and others) give me 
the best hints on their main-influences in their info-sheet them- 
selves: LOST SOUNDS und RIVER CITY TANLINES. It really seems 
as if Alicja T. was involved in the songwriting and a track like 
»lt’s Dark Again« reminds me a lot of LOST SOUNDS tunes like 
»Total Destruction!!. And even the vocals sound very similar. 
However, BLACK FEET use synthesizers rather sparse and the 
band moves more in a Garage/Punkrock direction. In »Here 
I Stand!! they also use the »Dead Joe Blogg!! riff from the 
T0Y0TAS... But copycats see, copycats saw ... maybe I’m talk- 
ing too much about that here. Fact is, that the 1 0 songs add 
up to a cool catchy album! Steal as much if you want as long 
as it sounds good like this! (Bernd) 

BLACK MAMBA BEAT 
s/t CD 

[Jeetkune] BLACK MAMBA BEAT is a London-based trio and 
they feature member(s) of BLACK TIME. I better say at the 
beginning that I never was a big friend of that band. And 
BLACK MAMBA BEAT is no 1 00 percenter for me either, even 
though I’m sure they’ll make a proper following in todays 
Garage-scene. They’ve also got this certain Italian »M0VIE 
STAR JUNKIES mood!!, but sometimes a little bit too trashy, 
jazzy, noisy, fragmentary and artsy-fartsy for my taste. 
Which doesn’t mean that the songs don’t have a certain 
charme, but it’s just not my cup of tea... (Bernd) 

BOBSLEIGH BABY 
s/t CD 

[Jeetkune] Another band that features the very prolific Cheb 
Samir (CAPPUTTINI I LIGNU, YUSSUF JERUSALEM and lots of 
others). Unfortunately I have to say that BOBSLEIGH BABY are 
not his best combo (or at least I have to say that I don’t like 
‘em that much), cuz this definitely doesn’t sound like a wild 
bobsleigh ride. It more reminds me of weed-smokin’, trashy 
homerecording and the more straining tunes of the MOVIE 
STAR JUNKIES. If you like that kinda stuff give it a try. To me 
it’s all Greek. (Bernd) 

BONSAI KITTEN 
Done With Hell CD 

[Wolverine] According to the (somehow sterile and soulless) 
cover-cartoon I wanted to label this band as »Manga- 
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Psychobilly« first, but they already had a own definition: 
Killbilly. Wow, very inventive... Add some more of the usual 
cliches (hell, virgins, suicide and guest-vocals by MAD SIN’s 
Kofte DeVille) and you have BONSAI KITTEN. Don’t get me 
wrong: the music is presented technically perfect, it’s all very 
stylish, top-notch production, neat female vocals (reminds me 
of HORRORPOPS or HANDE WEG JOHNNY). But just the fact 
that everything is so professional here bothers me. The whole 
album seems just like a perfectly styled product. That’s when 
I sometimes ask myself what Psychobilly and congeners is all 
about these days. Rusty knives? Or fancy belt-buckles and 
the right kind of haircut? Is it funny or embarrassing that the 
logos of the fashion-sponsors almost scream at you as soon 
as you open the booklet?! I’d prefer that billy gets more psy- 
cho and dirty again. But if you prefer a professional contem- 
porary »Killbilly«-album you can try this... (Bernd) 


CHERRY OVERDRIVE 
Go Prime Time, Honey! CD 

[Heptown] Oh, due to the the cheesy sleevephoto (retro- 
styled girls on mopeds) I was expecting boring 60ies-girlrock 
from this all-female band from Copenhagen. But the record 
starts off pretty good and reminds me a bit of snappy 
female-fronted bands like BELLRAYS, DETROIT COBRAS or 
ROTTEN APPLES. The foot is not constantly on the gas in the 
music but the vocals are very dark and soulful. When it comes 
to guitar-solos CHERRY OVERDRIVE go more the 70ies-Rock 
direction but without too much Scandinavian Schweinerock- 
wanking. Sounds quite okay, but the first mistake comes with 
the third song »Destemonia«. A total lame semi-ballad that 
totally thwarts the whole album-flow... Unfortunately the 
record doesn’t really turn upward from that point. It’s not 
totally bad, but the songs don’t really rock anymore and 
somehow the wind is out of the sails for this album... (Bernd) 


THE BOTOX RATS 
Modern Caesars LP 

[Meaty Beaty Records] The BOTOX RATS are from London and 
they feature members of the No Front Teeth crew and other 
bands, e. g. THE DISCO LEPERS. This is catchy 77-Glampunk in 
the vein of the NEW YORK DOLLS, DEAD BOYS or CUTE LEPERS, 
with sleazy lyrics that sometimes turn really weird. Listen to 
»Blood Red Wine« ... what do I have to take to get such 
decadent ideas? My personal drawback on the album are 
the vocals, this high and quacking voice is really not my cup 
of tea. It almost sounds pitched. And the acoustic tune at the 
end of the record is totally boring and redundant, but the 
song is also included in an electric version. The rest of the 
music is totally okay and who knows ... maybe THE BOTOX 
RATS would sound a lot less special with other vocals. (Bernd) 


BRUTAL KNIGHTS 
Blown 2 Completion LP 

[P.Trash] The BRUTAL KNIGHTS were easily one of my favorite 
bands of the last years. »Feast Of Shame« was a true reve- 
lation to me. But how some handsome Canadians told me this 
is probably the last release of this fantastic band from 
Toronto. Seems as if they played their last shows in December 
2010 together with THE KIDS. Too bad! So this record is their 
legacy to us poor adepts and it gives a last display to the 
rest of the world on which side the bread is buttered on! With 
the fuck-you-finger in the middle of your face, the BRUTAL 
KNIGHTS still stay smart, nihilistic and raise hell! 1 2 songs, 
including lovesongs for hipster HC-kids (»Too Many Tattoos«), 
vegans (»Wings«) and even a mix of Hardcorepunk and 
Electrotrash in »Summertime Coffee«. Great band, I don’t 
know many who could keep up with ’em. Thanx for every- 
thing! (Bernd) 




CAROLINE AND THE TREATS 


Bad All Over LP 

[Lady Kinky Karrot/Rockin’ Bones] Okay, I think most people 
already know about the basics of this band: Caroline 
Anderson is on vocals, Morten Henriksen is on guitar and 2 
other dudes are on bass and drums. You should know Morten 
as the songwriting-hero from his several bands (including the 
fantastic YUM YUMS) and maybe (depending on your enter- 
tainment-preferences) you know Caroline from some sleazy 
movies, cuz she is an Norwegian ex-pornstar. But what sounds 
like a PR-stunt at first is actually some cool music! There are 
14 songs on this platter (including 4 coverversions) and of 
course you get the ususal Henriksen-Punkrock/Powerpop- 
bubblegum-quality here. Plus: Miss Anderson can actually 
sing! Okay, for my girlfriend’s taste it sounds a little bit too 
»girly« but in my opinion the music and the voice fit very well. 
The lyrics are about the important things in life like 
»Chocolate Ice Cream«, »Make Out With You« and »Gimme 
Gimme Gimme«. So this album may not be too profound but 
it’s a diverting fun-record. Did I mention that Morten and 
Caroline are a couple? I met them at a CHIXDIGGIT-show and 
they are really cute. And they also live in the infamous 
»House Of Rock« in Moss, so if you ever are in Norway ring 
their doorbell and say hello from me! (Bernd) 


CHIXDIGGIT 

Safeways Here We Come 12“ 

[Fat Wreck] Whaaa, a new CHIXDIGGIT record!!! I have to 
admit that I've got a total crush on these Canadians and KJ 
Jansen could even tape his farts for a new record, I would still 
love it. »Pink Razors« came out six years ago and finally 
these guys deliver us 7 new songs as an double-A-side 
1 2inch record, packed in a cool cartoon-artwork. So, it’s 
more an EP than a full-length album, but CHIXDIGGIT prove 
once again that they are leaders of the Poppunk-pack! 
Unbeatable! I saw them live in April 201 1, they had Kepi 
(former GR00VIE GHOULIES) on bass, Morten from the YUM 
YUMS followed them on tour and Germany’s Poppunk-capital 
Oberhausen totally freaked out when they burned the house 
down! Nothing more to say! (Bernd) 

COLA FREAKS 
s/t LP 

[Hjernespind] You could read several praises on the COLA 
FREAKS in the Denmark-special in CRKO #1 and after sever- 
al 7inches this is finally the debut-album by these Jay- 
Reatard-buddies and all-around everybody’s darlings from 
Aarhus/Denmark. All in all 1 1 songs, mastered by Dave Rahn 
(former CARBONAS etc.) and the sleeve-design somehow 
reminds me of some early NAPALM DEATH records. But don’t 
worry ... the COLA FREAKS don’t switch to Grindcore on this 
album! A very distinctive synthie/organ sound pervades 
bleak gruff Punkrock, that somehow sounds retro but also 
owns impulsive post-Punk-rhythms and cold arty Wave-aes- 
thetics (»Under Vand«). Sometimes they are slightly reminis- 
cent of Jay R. (»Hva' Du Pa?«) but in general COLA FREAKS 
are hard to compare with other bands (maybe BLANK 
DOGS?!), let alone because of the Danish lyrics/vocals. I have 
1 to say that I liked the singles by the COLA FREAKS better and 
at first the album even seemed not very accessible and a lit- 
tle bit awkward to me. After a few spins I like it better now, 
you can find a lot of cool ideas in the songs, but this record 
is definitely not for the diverting moments in live... (Bernd) 

CYANIDE PILLS 
s/t LP 

[Damaged Goods] 1 9 songs on this record, but this is not a 
»quantity before quality« thing! Those limeys absolutely 
know how to play their Punkrock well, there are no defaults 
on this album! The only thing I could criticize would be, that 
they might sound a lil bit too much like the BRIEFS or CUTE LEP- 
ERS. But well, I will not make the mistake and blame the 
CYANIDE PILLS as mere copycats, cuz the BRIEFS/CUTE LEPERS 
also stole (or should I say: payed tribute ) a lot from 70ies 
snotpunk and Powerpop and bands like UNDERTONES, BOYS 
or BUZZCOCKS. My girlfriend also recognized a slight touch of 
ASH in here and the PILLS even do some BEACH BOY-esque 
chorals in »Screw Me Up«. To cut a long story short: The 
CYANIDE PILLS record delivers tons of hits - none of their 
ideals or not-ideals could’ve done it better. Maybe they won’t 
win a price for originality, but if they put out such a cool 
record like this one I couldn’t care less. Steve E. Nix, bring 


your boxing gloves, haha... Besides of THEE SPIVS one of the 
best young bands on Damaged Goods today! I just missed 
‘em on tour, so come back soon boys! (Bernd) 

THE DARK RAGS 
Drunken Angel CD-EP 

[myspace.com/the_darkrags] Cool band from Athens/ 
Greece with 5 winking songs about heartbreak and other 
dramas. The sound is very warm, relaxed and un-distorted 
(but still rockin’) and to get an impression just imagine one 
part REIGNING SOUND (music), another part SOCIAL DISTOR- 
TION (vocals) and mix it up with some timeless good 
Rockmusic. Voila, there you have THE DARK RAGS! (Bernd) 

DAVILA 666 

12“ EP [Rob’s House Records] 

Tan Bajo LP [In The Red] 

Phew, this ii.a tough one. I’m a big fan of the self-titled DAVI- 
LA 666 album on In The Red but I’m a little bit disappointed 
by these two new releases. Well, the new records are actu- 
ally not bad, but DAVILA 666 was a sultry Puerto-Rican 
Garagepunkband. A wild mixture of old ROLLING STONES, 
STOOGES, FLYING BURRITO BROTHERS and Punkrock, but with 
this certain hispanic vibe of their Caribbean home. With that 
sound they occupied a very unique niche. On the new releas- 
es (5 songs on the »12“ EP«, 14 songs incl. download-code 
on the »Tan Bajo« LP) it seems to me as if they were puffin’ 
a little bit too much from the same pipe as the BLACK LIPS. It’s 
not a total U-turn from their old sound but they became ... 
how can I say ... a little bit lamer. The songs don’t really get 
off the ground and I miss that old DAVILA-drive. And I don’t 
get the point why they do it this way... Aren’t there enough 
BLIPS-clones around? Stop smokin’ so much weed with your 
American friends, hehe... Well, DAVILA 666 are still better 
than most other bands from that genre, but they are not as 
good anymore as they were. I will always spin their self-titled 
record on my recordplayer again, but I’m not sure about the 
»Tan Bajo« album... (Bernd) 

DE H0JE H/ELE 

Skal Vi Aldrig Videre? LP 

[Hjernespind] First album by »The High Heels« from Denmark, 
after several 7inches and other obscure releases. I’ve really 
been waiting for this record and of course I was not disap- 
pointed! Cool dust-dry DIY/KBD Punkrock - catchy, stripped 
down and reduced to the basics, but it always sounds totally 
fresh. DE H0JE H4ELE seem to have a very unique style for 
songwriting and rhythm, just listen to »Sige Hey«, I haven’t 
heard something similar from a lot of other bands in the last 
time. And with their Danish lyrics they also have some kinda 
»exotic touch«. You might know some of the songs from older 
releases but for this album they got newly recorded (well, in 
2009, so maybe not actually »new«) by Tommas 
(Hjernespind-boss, former GORILLA ANGREB and others) and 
Lasse (HJERTESTOP). The LP comes with a gatefoldcover which 
looks very nice (even though I don’t have 3D-glasses), but 
unfortunately the plastic bag wrapped around is total shitty 
quality. Well, anyways... If the COLA FREAKS are too sophisti- 
cated for you, you should definitely check out DE H0JE H/ELE. 
And if you like the COLA FREAKS you should check out DE H0JE 
H/ELE, too! But if you read the Denmark-special in CRKO #1 
I hopefully don’t tell you any new things: DE H0JE H/ELE rule! 
(Bernd) 

DEAD BROTHERS 
5th Sin-Phonie LP 

[Voodoo Rhythm] Musique noir from Switzerland: Folk-instru- 
mentation, Gipsy-Jazz, Funeral-music, Chanson and even 
Hillbilly-influences in »Policeman«. Whatever you wanna call 
it... Since the DEAD BROTHERS had some successes in the past 
(for example with the score for the tattoo-movie »Flammend 
Herz«) it might be possible that your local bohemian society 
shows up on one of their shows, but I still like the band very 
much in the right moments. This album is very mellow for the 
most part, with a warm slumberous sound and a certain 
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20ies/30ies vibe. The BAUHAUS-coversong »Bela Lugosi’s 
Dead« is a cool choice for the DEAD BROTHERS, while 
»Teenage Kicks« by the UNDERTONES was a little bit surpris- 
ing for me. In »Langethal« they even sing in Schwyzerdutsch. 
All in all 1 3 songs and in this special case that’s no unlucky 
number. (Bernd) 

DEAD END KIDS 
Screaming For Clarity LP 

[No Front Teeth] Phew, the appearance of this record is quite 
cool (yellow vinyl, hand-stencilled sleeve) but the music stinks. 
Sounds like Prince Valium plays 77-streetpunk. Really, after 
the first song I had to check if the speed on my recordplay- 
er was set riqht. The guitar-sound is much too thin, the disso- 
nant out-of-tune bass (sounds like a drunk bum played the 4 
strings) is too much in the foreground and the rest is anything 
else than spectacular. Most kiddie-bands could’ve done this 
better. (Bernd) 

DEAD FARMERS 
GO HOME LP 

[R.I.P. Society] When I first read about the DEAD FARMERS, I 
mixed them with the TOXIC FARMERS, who released a superb 
single (first catalogue number of great french label Nasty 
Product, the song “Rockin’ Farmer” was a shitload of happi- 
ness and garagepunk supreme). Ridiculous, of course, just as 
missing out on the first DEAD FARMERS’ 7inch on Aarght! 
Records some years ago. Yass, lots of new Australian 
bands/musicians rule these days, think of the STRAIGHT 
ARROWS, CHINESE BURNS, JAMES ARTHUR, EDDY CURRENT 
SUPRESSION RING, OOGA BOOGAS or ZOND (yikes, heavy shit) 
to name but a few. And these farmers are special, indeed. 
No harvester-chimes (or?), no boring shit but bluesy and 
stoned rawk’n roll diggin’ for the STOOGES remains. No lame 
assed lunkheads, just a perfectly assorted offering of rough- 
edged, sometimes sloppy sounds, great variety of songs — 
and all with a G-R-O-O-V-E, baby. A little bit of CHEATER 
SLICKS, maybe. Give this platter several spins on your record- 
player and it will grow on you. These Sydney-based young- 
sters (actually Daniel — bass, David — guitar and Kowalski — 
drums) are qualified to satisfy. (Petrosilius Frogg) 

DEADONES USA 
Hell Comes For Free CD 

[No Front Teeth] Don’t confuse this band with the German 
RADIO DEAD ONES, even though the musical direction of both 
bands is very similar. DEADONES USA play US-77-Streetpunk, 
most of the time very uptempo and with the common topics 
for this genre: »2nd Class Citizens«, »Baby Caught A Bullet«, 
ya know what I’m talking about... All in all a snappy and well 
done standard program. Not totally earthshaking but the 
right kinda stuff for all tattooed leather-jacket-gutter-brats 
out there. (Bernd) 

DEAN DIRG 
Verpisst 12“ 

[Hardware] Yeah, mighty DEAN DIRG are back on track! I was 
kinda afraid that these fuckers will never put out any new 
songs, but their drummer Barge wrote a mail that they are 
busy with recording, after CRKO #1 came out. And here it is, 
packed in a beautiful »wet my pants« artwork. 1 1 songs on 
45 rpm, including an »lnterlude«. Ha, that’s what I call a rip- 
off... After their old-guitarist Claus-Daniel bailed out to just 
play with THE TOYOTAS they now have Robin (former NOW- 
DENIAL) penetrating the six strings. Clever move, cuz that guy 
also recorded the whole platter. Well, the new »normal« 
songs deliver the good DEAN DIRG quality we all are used to. 
Pissed off Punk and Rob is doing a good job on the guitar 
(even though it’s hard to replace Claus-Daniel’s special 
sound). What is kinda surprising are the electro-tunes on this 
platter. Yeah, they did it again! On the »Raus« LP we had 
»Dean Dirg’s Bored Part ll« and here we have »$ 8,95 (95 
Cent Remix)« (which is still based on the original tune) and 
the totally unbelievable »Dean Dirg’s Bored Pt. Ill«. You gotta 
listen to believe it! My pants looked like those on the cover- 


sleeve after I heard that tune for the first time! What is this? 
Electroclash? Autoscooter-trance-Punk? Will DEAN DIRG ever 
perform those songs live? My inner eye sees weird things: 
Doph doing the Disco-Stu on rollerblades in a neon-lighted 
musicvideo. DEAN DIRG get remixed by HGich.T. Or vice 
versa... Surprise me boys! (Bernd) 

DEECRACKS 

Attention! Deficit Disorder CD 

[Monster Zero] This CD comes in a nice digipak but unfortu- 
nately the guys in the band are not the prettiest dudes 
around, haha. These Austrians are definitely Eaglebauer- 
approved, cuz they’ve been around for years now in the 
European Poppunk-scene. At first under the name CRETINS, 
but they got some silly legal problems with a (now defunct) 
German band with a similar name. Mike DeeCrack is also 
some kind of a substitute-drummer for the ZATOPEKS and on 
this album there’s Hank from the MUGWUMPS playing the 
DEECRACKS-bass. You see: this is solid Poppunk-business! The 
Austrians play a swift cretin-hop-sound (14 songs in 28 min- 
utes) inspired by the RAMONES, RIVERDALES or HUNTINGTONS 
and they often sound very hard, due to the gruff 
MOTORHEAD -ish vocals. (Bernd) 

DEEP SLEEP 
Turn Me Off LP 

[Taken By Surprise] Oldschool-HC-(Skate-)Punk from 
Baltimore that treats with frustration and other personal 
issues. The 1 0 songs (on 45 rpm) were mastered by Stephen 
Egerton (DESCENDENTS, ALL) and the sound reminds me of 
7 SECONDS, ADOLESCENTS and early DESCENDENTS. Well, DEEP 
SLEEP definitely have the right kind of energy but the songs 
don’t totally thrill me. The whole record is done quite okay, 
but I miss some accurate outstanding hits here. (Bernd) 

DEFECATION AREA 
Alkopop CD 

[defecation-area.de] Self-released CD by this Punk’n’Roll 
band from Duisburg/Germany. I can’t tell you much about the 
packaging, cuz I only got a self-burned CD with booklet- 
prints in thumbnail-size. On the CD you get swift melodic 
Punksongs with beer-flavored punch, catchy hooks and neat 
production by Sulle (former RICHIES). Maybe not totally 
groundshaking but good and solid stuff, even though this 
platter even seems a little bit too long for me with 50 minutes 
playing-time. For example: the »Wipe Out« coverversion at 
the end is not really a necessary tune. Sometimes less is more. 
You can order the CD directly from the band or from 
www.punk.de (Bernd) 

DIE ERSTEN MENSCHEN 
Apocalypse Now & Then LP 

[Bachelor] Ah, first longplayer by these »bad boys of 
German Garagerock«. Most of today’s Garagerock seems 
to me like lame pot-smokin’ shite for hipster vice-kids, but 
these guys are really W-Y-L-D-E! On and aside from stage! 
Well, what other behaviour can you expect by a band 
named »The First Humans«?! I could tell you some gossip 
about stage-bans in Germany, cuz I witnessed their improp- 
er antics. But this is not the place, so let’s talk about their 
debut-album: 1 3 songs, mastered by Mister Tim Warren him- 
self, and oh boy, DIE ERSTEN MENSCHEN learned their »Back 
From The Grave« lessons well! To be honest most of the bands 
from the nowadays Garagerock-genre don’t thrill me 1 00 % 
but I was really looking forward to this LP when the almighty 
Gimp told me that DIE ERSTEN MENSCHEN will release that 
platter on his lil’ label. And I didn’t got disappointed. Those 
fellas definitely have the right little dirty ideas in their songs 
to keep me interested. This platter doesn’t get boring and 
that’s a thing I can’t say about every other band from their 
patch. (Bernd) 

THE DING-DONGS 
Ding-Dong Party LP 

[Norton] The DING-DONGS (what a great bandname!) are 


Mark Sultan (aka BBQ) and Bloodshot Bill from 
AAontreal/Canada. This thingy sounds like a dirty early- 
Rockabilly-platter, but of course a lot wilder, with a cool 
unpolished sound and due to BBQ’s singing-skills with a slight 
DooWop-influence. And wow, the psychotic voice of 
Bloodshot Bill on this platter almost reminds me of the 
Beatman. And that’s maybe what these whole 1 3 songs sound 
like: as if the Rev. Beatman and the KING KHAN & BBQ SHOW 
cover old Rockabilly-tunes, drunk on cheap booze. (Bernd) 



Prehistoric Times IP 

[P.Trash/FDH] Fierce Synthpunk-Noise-Trash with FDH-head- 
honcho Eric on vocals. Sounds like a real nasty trip on synthet- 
ic drugs. The vocals in »Happy Place« and »Don’t Look Now« 
| become extremely harsh, it almost reminds me of some Black 

I Metal nagging. Of course I can give you the usual references 
here, like LOST SOUNDS, DESTRUCTION UNIT, TERROR VISIONS 
I or DIGITAL LEATHER, but fortunately DOCTOR SCIENTIST keep 
[ their individual twist in their music. Sometimes I think that 
some bands could maybe drag even more out of this kinda 
music, but this album is a thick thingy, for sure! Let’s see what’s 
next, it can only become more interesting. Also thumbs up for 
the cool booklet, even though my copy wasn’t tacked. (Bernd) 

THE ENERGY 
First Album LP 

[Team Science] Don’t confuse this band with other bands of 
the same name! These guys are from Texas and as far as I 
know there are 2 dudes from the fabulous SECRET PROSTI- 
TUTES in the line-up. Even though you won’t find any 
Indonesian lyrics here (like in the SECRET PROSTITUTES) THE 
ENERGY play equally fantastic Texas-Punk. Think of OCCULT 
DETECTIVE CLUB or HEX DISPENSERS, too! In the first song I felt 
reminded of the ANGRY SAMOANS and also thought of some 
CLOROX GIRLS a little later, but with a very unique and spooky 
vibe. They kinda mix up KBD- and Postpunk/Noise-influences 
with imploring recitative singing and mysterious dark lyrics. 
Hard to explain, but THE ENERGY are really really cool and 
they definitely put a »certain something« into their sound 
which I like very much. Some songs are also very long (e. g. 
»Girls Don’t Like Me« and »Stabbing In The Dark«), so you 
don’t have to wonder that there are »only« 8 songs on this 
platter. Killer-album! (Bernd) 

THE ESCALATOR HATERS 
s/t 10“ 

[No Front Teeth] These dudes are from Switzerland and they 
are cool! Sounds like a total simple (but smart) version of THE 
DICKIES with some UK-77-influences and a voice that sounds 
a little bit like Jello Biafra. No cliche showmanship, just 8 cool 
tiny Punkrock-tunes with a good sense for catchy songwriting. 
(Bernd) 

THE ESTRANGED 
The Subliminal Man LP 

[Sabotage/New Dark Age] A new 10-song-album (US-ver- 
sion is out on Dirtnap) by this Portland-Band. I mentioned the 
term »new wave of Portland-Postpunk« in CRKO #1 for the 
previous albums of THE ESTRANGED and I think that’s still the 
best term to describe them. They take the old well known 
WIPERS-sound and put a fresh note into it, just like other cur- 
rent bands from that region (RED DONS, AUTISTIC YOUTH). But 
the most distinctive thing for THE ESTRANGED is definitely still 
their dominating melodic guitar-sound, very cool! On »The 
Subliminal Man« the band moves a little bit more into a UK- 
wave direction (e.g. in »The Wicker Man«) and I feel often 
reminded of JOY DIVISION, or even THE SMITHS or THE CURE. 
This leads to a more settled character of the music than on 
the older releases, but this is still good stuff, of course! The 
song »Statue In A Room« also could be found on the »Type 
Foundry Sessions 1 « album (in a different version) and there’s 
also a coverversion by THE FLYS (»Love And A Molotov 
Cocktail«) on this platter. (Bernd) 
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FERGUS & GERONIMO 
Unlearn LP 

[Hardly Art] It’s strange, I pre-ordered the »Blind Muslim 
Girl« EP by FERGUS & GERONIMO months ago and now I’ve 
got their full-length first. FERGUS & GERONIMO are from 
Denton/Texas and it’s Andrew from the TEENAGE COOL KIDS 
and Jason from WAX MUSEUMS. Their sound has not much to 
do with what we know from their other bands, cuz this is a 
very smooth homerecording-album. Imagine WEEZER playing 
acoustic guitar-Pop with Country-, Folk- (you can even hear a 
flute here in some songs) and even DooWop-influences (in the 
title-track). Sounds a little bit like the songs were recorded on 
a Texan hippie-farm, but don’t think this is peaceful flower- 
power shit! Under a facade of poppy music you’ll find very 
sarcastic but funny lyrics and the lyric-sheet is also packed 
with amusing handwritten comments. A poison pill with candy 
coating... (Bernd) 

FEVER B 

The Lonely Sailor Sess. (12" EP) 

[Burger] Sometimes I like to imagine that I could meet my stu- 
pid self when I was about 15. Here’s a little play of what 
could happen: 

Pacino, 33: FEVER B’s ‘Lonely Sailor Session’ is the best five 
song record ever! 

Pacino, 1 5: No no, it’s ‘The longest line’ from NOFX! 

POtmo, 33: Oh, how little do you know... ever drank more 
than three beer without falling asleep instantly? 
Pacino, 15: No... 

Pacino, 33: Did you ever make out while listening to the 

RAMONES? 

Pacino, 15: Did what...? 

Pacino, 33: See, you little twat just don’t know what’s good 
for you! 

Applause! - Note from the director: ‘The longest line’ still is a 
good record! (Pacino) 

FILTHY NELLY 
Feztival CD 

[Silvox] Do you like punk rock and white reggae a la THE 
CLASH or STIFF LITTLE FINGERS? Are you into speed folk like 
THE POGUES or THE WHISKY PRIESTS? Is east-European polka 
something you like to connect with wild pogo dancin’? Okay 
buddy, what you need is FILTHY NELLY! They are from the 
Netherlands and their music’s just like a wild hot-blooded 
bunch of gypsys dancing around a fire, including mad snick- 
ersnees, fire breathing and streams of whiskey! Some would 
call it folk punk, but it’s much more than this. To make the 
Balkan cats dance they even experience with cool garage 
rock n’roll and instrumental 60ies surf. This is definitely one of 
the best records I heard in 2010 and even if you can’t stand 
the sounds of fiddle and accordion you should check out this 
multicultural backstreet party monster! Yuppaaaaaa... 
(Beppo Amaretto) 

FUNNY DUNNY 

Mono.Glorious Garage Punk Band Demo-CD 

[funnydunny.com] Very catchy/poppy Italian Garagerock - 
1 3 songs including 3 coverversions and the opener »Both Of 
You« is a little hit-tune. The recordings are first-class, cuz 
Nene Baratto (MOVIE STAR JUNKIES) and Mojomatt (M0J0- 
MATICS) did a very good producing-job. Maybe not every 
song is totally groundshaking, but all in all this is cool stuff for 
the most part, that reminds me of the MOJOMATICS or THE 
WOGGLES, with a certain Italian charm. I shouldn’t be sur- 
prised if FUNNY DUNNY end up on a cool record-label in the 
near future. (Bernd) 

THE GREATEST HITS 
Saved my Life CD 

[No Front Teeth] Great Bubblegum-70ies-Powerpop boogie- 
Rock with a Punk and Glamrock edge! Steve E Nix (BRIEFS, 
CUTE LEPERS) was involved in the production of this record, he 
helped out with backing-vocals and seems to be some kind of 
a mentor for THE GREATEST HITS from Seattle. So it’s not sur- 


prising that the 1 2 songs remind me of the CUTE LEPERS and 
also the EXPLODING HEARTS, but this namedropping is not 
even necessary for THE GREATEST HITS cos they are already a 
class of their own. But what the hell is the name/pseudonym 
of the drummer all about? Roman Deutscher Meister?!? Is he 
probably related to CRKO’s Roman GG-Go?!? I’m confused! 

F t that this is a great record?! It is! (Bernd) 

myspace.com/grotsk] GROTJISK is the current band of Gert 
Destrich, who also played in the classic Danish punkband 
[ITY-X (read the Denmark-special in CRKO #1 for more 
details). Gert is still busy in doing Punk and he also produced 
he GROTJESK album. If I got it right there’s also Peter Peter 
from the LOST KIDS involved in these recordings. Nevertheless, 
Mon’t expect GROTASK to play some kinda retro-sound but a 
Very distinct hard modern Punk with a slight touch of Metal 
|there’s at least one guitar-solo in almost every song). With 
pie Danish lyrics it sounds very exotic and the manic vocals 
add a weird and insane touch to the sound (it sometimes even 
sounds like backmasked German to me). With the thick and 
clear production this has not a lot in common with raw con- 
temporary Danish heros like DE H0JE HALE, COLA FREAKS or 
HJERTESTOP, but if you’re interested in all forms of Danish 
Punk you should check this out. Side note: as far as I can see 
I the person that designed the booklet made a mistake with 
| the font type - all specicific Danish letters and Umlaute are j 
[ missing. (Bernd) 


HUNX& HIS PUNX 
Too Young To Be In Love LP 

[Hardly Art] Funny, a few weeks ago I turned on my TV and 
switched to the German/Francais cultural-station »Arte« 
(yeah, that’s what I do besides of eating Sauerkraut and 
sorting through my porn-collection) and who was there? Hunx! 
It’s a weird world! Besides of being a TV-starlet now, Hunx 
(aka Seth Bogart) finally released his debut-album »Too 
Young To Be In Lovew, as a follower to the »Gay Singles« 
comp. This time backed-up by an all-girl combo, featuring 
Shannon Shaw from SHANNON AND THE CLAMS. There are 10 
songs on this new platter and it kinda took 2 minutes before 
my girlfriend melted away. Me too, uff course, ahem... 
Cheesy gay bubblegum-powerpop in the best tradition of 
60ies/70ies-girlbands like THE RONETTES. With the differ- 
ence that there’s a gay barber from Frisco singing here and 
the music sounds way more from the garage. Again you get 
coquettish teenage-love-drama here, with lots of cool female 
background-singing but not those obvious hits that could be 
found on the »Gay Singles« comp. But don’t get me wrong, 
the whole album feels right for sure! I wanna dance and 
shake my hips, woohoo! (Bernd) 

THE HUSSY 

Cement Tomb Mind Control LP 

[Slow Fizz Records] Finally a full length from this great two- 
piece from Madison/Wisconsin. It’s Bobby Hussy on guitar 
who is also doing a blog called Kind Turkey and his own label 
Kind Turkey Records (check out their awesome releases of 
WHEELS ON FIRE or TWO TEARS!) and Heather Sawyer on 
drums, also in recently split-up all-girl band THE SPECTRAS 
with Wendy Norton (PLEXI3, THE FLIPS, THE REACHAROUNDS 
etc). They released some sweet 7inches before: a split with 
CRKO-favourites THE ZYGOTEENS on Big Action Records 
(famous for amazing MAASTER GAIDEN and THE POINTS 
releases), a split with SLEEPING IN THE AVIARY also from 
Madison on Science of Sound Records plus that amazing 
»Winter Daze« 7inch on Dutch Fistful Of Records (check out 
» Winter Daze« on THE HUSSY’s myspace!). All of them were 
really good but this full length is a HUGE step up! The song- 
writing has improved, their sound is way more shaped - 
they’ve found their own sound! It’s this mixture of super-sweet 
sixties-sounding melodies covered under a very lo-fi distort- 
ed guitar and reverb on the vocals (with Bobby/guitar and 
Heather/drums sharing vocal duties) - I’d say as if PLEXI3 


and Ty Segall would cover the CATHOLIC BOYS or something... 
And hey, the records name actually is a tribute to CATHOLIC 
BOYS’ »Psychic Voodoo Mind Control« (rumours have it that 
HSBF records plan to release the long-lost and never before 
released second album by the way). Okay, back to THE 
HUSSY: what I also like is they don’t do that common mistake 
two-pieces often do - cram everything up with useless shit. 
Here everything serves the song, the melody, just as it should 
be, just as other great two-pieces like FLAT DUO JETS, WHITE 
MYSTERY or BANTAM ROOSTER etc etc do. In fact, the record 
as a whole fits together perfectly. Which probably is surpris- 
ing as it originally was intended to include 1 7 songs and not 
only these 1 3 but the label asked them to better do a kick- 
ass fast punk record so they wrote two new ones and kicked 
out the ballads and it was worth it! Especially since one of 
these new songs is »Wrong/Right«, a song Heather wrote, 
that has this beautiful chorus »should we talk about the 
weather..."* don’t you know I love you so-o-o-o-o-o« that 
immediately drives smiles on everybodys faces... But songs 
like »l’m me«, »Lymes« or »Sexi Lady« do stand up to this, or 
better: the whole album does. What a fine record this is! I just 
hope this one gets out there with a small new label like Slow 
Fizz from Chicago releasing it, but my hopes are high with 
Bobby Hussy getting a lot of attention lately with his blog 
and label - THE HUSSY deserve it! (Roman GG-Go) 

IMPO & THE TENTS 
s/t LP 

[Alleycat] Wuah, this platter is soooo cool! In fact I should be 
angry with these crazy Swedish brats cuz I went to 
Oberhausen/Germany last fall to see them live and they 
cancelled that show. But with this fantastic record they recoup 
me for that evening, cuz all I can do now is dance craze and 
annoy my neighbors with full-volume-play. So good! Hit after 
hit, and a total retard-attitude. They sent me a funny draw- 
ing with the record, look at the coverpix somewhere on these 
pages and I think you’ll know whatta mean, haha. And of 
course nothing can go wrong with a bandname like IMPO & 
THE TENTS! Ask your mom! All of these LP-songs could be the 
best tunes on a »KBD/Bloodstains goes Pop« comp! Or some- 
thing like that, whatever... If you dig young and fresh English 
bands like THEE SPIVS or CYANIDE PILLS (you should) and also 
like your Punkrock-dish served raw but with great melodies 
and hooks this record is a must-have!!! (Bernd) 

THEE INDIGENTS 
No Cerveza - No Trabajo CD 

[No Front Teeth] I’m always careful with »veteran-bands« 
who are around for years and years and didn’t release a lot 
of records. The simplest reason for that is mostly: the band is 
not really good. Same goes for THEE INDIGENTS from 
California. They are really not outstanding, all songs are the 
same style, the same tempo, and cliche to the max. The most 
notable thing are the vocals but in a negative sense... god- 
damn, this singing really pisses me off! I really wanted to skip 
after song 2 and I wasn’t even sure if this was male or female 
singing. Okay, after song 6 my hearing acclimatized to those 
unhappy circumstances, but there is really nothing remark- 
able happening anymore. I heard all those 3 chords before, 
\ nothing sticks to my mind and after 1 0 songs its over... If you 
Jwant cool stuff you better listen to the GEE STRINGS or the 
STITCHES. (Bernd) 

JACUZZI BOYS 
No Seasons LP 

[Floridas Dying] Another testimonial to the versatile genius of 
Rich / Floridas Dying Records who released this record. After 
having put out great debut albums by YUSSUF JERUSALEM 
and THE ELECTRIC BUNNIES this is the next smash. These kids 
from Miami have hit the current mood, it is jangle-pop all the 
way here, nice production, good vocals and a great choice of 
mid and uptempo songs. Of course some of the songs - 
»lsland Ave.« and »Kimo Caricoles« come to mind - have 
already been released but they have been re-recorded for 
this album and actually that’s kinda positive cause somehow 
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they show how the band has evolved since their early singles. 
Hard to believe that the JACUZZI BOYS will be bigger soon, 
heard they signed to Hardly Art recently, sounds like well 
organized US-Tours are standing in line. The only thing that is 
annoying about this record is the artwork, pencil drawings of 
nakkid people on some beach shore, could not be more ugly. 
I’d rather have it in a blank sleeve, really, (gimp) 

JOAN JETT AND THE BLACKHEARTS 
Greatest Hits 2-CD 

[Blackheart Records] Yeah, the ultima empress of girl-Rock! I 
searched a while for a proper Joan Jett best-of and now she 
released this nice 2-CD on her own label. Sure, if somebody 
hears the name JOAN JETT AND THE BLACKHEARTS most peo- 
ple think of »l Love Rock’n’Roll«, but there some other burn- 
ers on this platter, too, like »Bad Reputation« or »l Want 
You«. And major-league-tearjerkes like »Crimson And 
Clover« of course, if you are man enough to stand ‘em, haha. 
Okay, you’ll also get some lame midtempo-rocktunes for the 
next redneck-keg-party, but Joan Jett is boss and you know 
it! (Bernd) 

JOHNNY NOTEBOOK & THE GIGABYTES 
s/t 10“ 

[No Front Teeth] Okay, I only got a pre-CD-R of this platter 
from Daniel Toyota but this thingy will be out on ten pretty 
inches of vinyl as soon as you hold this copy of the CRKO in 
your dirty little hands. JOHNNY NOTEBOOK & THE GIGABYTES 
is the basement-4track-recording-project of Daniel and Kalle 
from the T0Y0TAS. Of course it reminds me of the hec- 
tic/minimalistic Punkrock of the TOYOTAS but the boys add a 
lot Casio-hotchpotch, new wave influences and computer- 
beats without getting too cheesy (only a little bit). Nice! 
(Bernd) 

THE KIDNAPPERS 
Will Protect You LP 

[Alien Snatch] I admit it, I am a dork! The KIDNAPPERS are my 
favorite band from Germany and when I finally met them at 
a show last December, I only blabbered about how I do not 
exactly enjoy the cover of their new LP. Instead of being 
thankful for that they finally released a bunch of brilliant new 
songs after five years, I acted like a drunken monkey. 
Anyway, regrets came next morning. I felt like I told Bob 
Dylan that I just don’t like his hairdo... Okay KIDNAPPERS, 
your new record is great! I like it how »Milkshake« reminds 
me of »Lost in the supermarket and I like the energy of 
»Sally« and how only a few bands can pin down a tune like 
»Out in the city« that pop up in your mind every now and 
then and give you a good feeling even if it’s 6 a.m. on a 
Monday. So, I will play this record on a daily rate and I will 
come to your shows and be a pet. In summer I will wear that 
blue shirt I bought, though my girlfriend was right and it looks 
like I have a juicy pair of boobies in it. I am your fan! (Pacino) 

KING LOUIE’S MISSING MONUMENTS 
Painted White CD 

[Sympathy For The Hardware Industry] Few people know that 
Louie Bankston was not only the drummer on the first 
European Tour of the legendary REATARDS, he also was one 
of the geniuses behind most of the EXPLODING HEARTS songs. 
So, when King Louie came to town this spring, you had to be 
there. No matter what! It was probably the closest you will 
ever come to watch live performances of »l’m a Pretender« 
from one of its actual creators. His band, THE MISSING MON- 
UMENTS, already did a great 7inch for Douchemaster and 
their new record totally rules my boombox! It’s PowerPop with 
a raunchy twist due to King Louie’s vocals and his very own 
brand of masterful songwriting. See, it’s the perfect sound- 
track for summer... and right on time there’s a vinyl version 
coming out this June on DMR. Don’t miss out! (Pacino) 

LEADERS vs. TOKYO SEX DESTRUCTION 
Split LP 

[Red Lounge] I have no idea how this split release has hap- 


pened, why these two bands share a record. If you ask me 
they couldn’t be more different ! TOKYO SEX DESTRUCTION is 
that soul-punk, sixties-revivalist band with percussion and 
wind instruments while LEADERS is more a distorted, dark 
synth-postpunk band. How did that happen? Well I must 
admit I’ve never been a huge TSD Fan, I always thought their 
sound was too clear, too good produced for my taste. I pre- 
fer my garage bands way dirtier... Of course I CAN hear 
that these guys are great musicians and songwriters and 
»Sunshine GirlM might make it on a mixtape for some of my 
non-punk friends sooner or later and I DO know they’re 
HUGE in Spain so who am I to argue with...? LEADERS on the 
other hand, well that’s EXACTLY how I like it! Dark, lo-fi, 
scaaary! Maybe a poppier garage-version of DIGITAL 
LEATHER? Well at least »Creeping Dose« could be with dark- 
wave-synthie sounds while »Pig Sweat« has this psychedelic 
guitar intro and that distorted, echoing voice that lets me 
guess that LEADERS have several songwriters. One of them 
by the way is Kelly Gately, former FIREBALLS OF FREEDOM 
which should get some attention to this great band — and they 
deserve that! If you’re into stuff like BLACK BUG, GAPE ATTACK 
or maybe FRUSTRATION you should keep an eye open for 
LEADERS! One last word about the cover artwork: great 
something like post-industrial robot collage-art done by 
LEADERS vocalist Donny Fite which fits so perfectly to their 
postpunk sound and makes this gatefold 1 2inch another gem 
in Red Lounges catalogue - awesome! (Roman GG-Go) 

LEATHERFACE 
The Stormy Petrel LP 

[Big Ugly Fish/Major Label] LEATHERFACE has always been 
some kind of a »fan-band« to me and I have to say that I’ve 
never been a big follower. Which doesn’t mean that I don’t 
like them! I was just busy with other music, haha. I heard some 
disappointed opinions about this new album, but I have to say 
I like it very much. Gruff, strong, melancholic and »grown-up« 
Punkrock, dominated by Mr Stubbs distinctive voice. It seems 
to me as if they mellowed down a little bit but LEATHERFACE 
is still a great band that others have to measure up with. 
(Bernd) 

LIBYANS 
s/t LP 

[Narshardaa] Uh, what would Gaddafi say about these 
Libyans? Sorry, lame joke, arrgh... These LIBYANS are from 
Boston and they play Hardcorepunk with female vocals, 
based on 80ies US-westcoast-HC-Punk, but also with very 
catchy moments (»Welcome To The Neighborhood« is a nice 
little hymn). Imagine the CIRCLE JERKS mixed up with TILT and 
you are somewhere near to the LIBYANS-sound. (Bernd) 

THE LIMINANAS 
s/t IP 

[Trouble in Mind] I was surprised when I heard that after 20 
(?) single releases Trouble In Mind Records puts out a full 
length album, plus it's not one by their own band (Trouble In 
Mind is run by Bill and Lisa from C0C0C0MA) or even from 
another US band, it’s by THE LIMINANAS, a duo from France. 
PLUS it’s not garage punk / garage pop. It’s something real- 
ly different. I didn’t have French in school so I am not able to 
understand what they sing about, but of course this all sounds 
»Gainsbourg« to me, but there is a lot more... obviously a 
ton of STEREOLAB and even STEREO TOTAL inside, the minimal- 
ism and hypnotic repetitive sounds that sometimes are cut by 
fuzzy guitars and chants. The songs that are lead by sitar 
sounds with (again) hypnotic bass lines, harmonica and a lot 
of percussions remind me a lot of this British band CORNER- 
SHOP in their heyday in the early nineties. Yeah, it’s hard to 
describe the »feeling« of an album... to me it’s like hanging 
out in the garden after a hot summer day, mebbe with some 
red wine or beer, slowly starting the BBQ preperations... 
and the first guest already arrive... Good one! (gimp) 


LE VOLUME ETAIT AU MAXIMUM 
Les Vacances CD 

[Paf!Disques] Incredible! Here’s to the most brilliant pop- 
punkband of the planet. Already when I listened to it the very 
first time I almost went insane. My head almost seemed to be 
overchallenged with all the ingeniously harmonies and awe- 
some melodies. Just like on the last album »Radio Maximum« 
the basic-sound of the Canadians is very RAMONES/ 
QUEERS/RIVERDALES-inspired. Just add an organ, total crazy 
80ies synthesizers and several-voices-harmonies, that remind 
me of the BEACH BOYS and MUNCHENER FREIHEIT (no joke!!!) 
aswell. More than ever Johnny Love’s singings remind me of 
my favourite Belgian Plastic Bertand (by the way: with the 
COUSINS-classic »Killi Watch« there’s also a Plastic Bertrand 
Tribute on this record). In spite of the hard bass-sound 
(QUEERS meet HANSON BROTHERS?) the production sounds 
more 80ies oriented than anything LVEAM ever did before. 
Qne of the reasons might be the cool delay effect on the 
voices. Not everyone will like that, for the pop-rate is much 
bigger than in the sound of many rivaled bands. Maybe it’s 
also important to mention that »Les Vacances« is a concept 
album which is all about teenage stuff like »holidays<(, hol- 
iday love« or »heartache because of the last holiday love«. 
There’s not a single flop on this record, so it’s hard to pick out 
any songs as a tip. But I think it won’t do any harm if I tell you 
that the songs »Une Petite Fille Comme Toi«, »L’ete Dernier«, 
»Elle Ne Reviendra Pas« and the SCREECHING WEASEL cover 
»Tattooed On My Heart« keep me from sleeping since sev- 
eral weeks. The greatest thing about this album is the fact 
that you’ll discover new brilliant details every time you listen 
to it. LVEAM get the highest possible score for »Les Vacances« 
because Johnny Love enters virgin territory with this very spe- 
cial sound while he’s shooting out one three-chord-hit after 
another. If you are willing to test the LVEAM sound just listen 
to their song on the GR00VIE GHOULIES tribute album »When 
The Kids Go Go Go CrazyM on Kamikaze Records. (Beppo 
Amaretto) 

LOVE BOAT 
Love Is Gone LP/CD 

[Alien Snatch] Ahoy! Our three favorite sailors from Sardinia 
hail again with a brand new bunch of Tunes. Their debut was 
one the best records around 2009 — spirit lifting melodies in 
an adorable bum outfit for all the wild girls and boys to 
dance along. So, I guess it was pretty hard to top that old 
bastard but the new LP somewhat follows the route of its 
predecessor. And again it leads us to a place of never end- 
ing joy and heart wringing blessedness... Rock ‘n’ Roll Sailing 
School! Pet Sounds: »My Cousin’s Place« and »Modern Ties«. 
(Pacino) 

LOVER! 

Reverse the Curse LP 

Lost in the Shuffle - The Singles Collection LP 

[Red Lounge Records] in 2007/2008 Rich Crook blew out 
several 7inches and two full lengths so only a 6-song-EP in 
2009 was a rather unproductive time for him. Fortunately 
2010/201 1 holds some great new LOVER! Releases for us! 
After a brilliant 7inch on Windian here are two new full 
lengths on German Red Lounge Records. Well one of them is 
not exactly new: »Lost in the Shuffle« collects ail those great 
7inches from HoZac, Solid Sex Lovie Doll, iEkk! and Rob’s 
House that are long sold out and feature all your favourite 
songs like »l’ll be there«, »Booger in my asshole«, »Left 
behind« or »Let’s play a game«! If you missed those here’s 
your chance to buy a record that is worth every single penny! 
Especially with Todd Killing’s (Victim of Time) nicely done 
introduction! So »Reverse the Curse« is an all-new long play- 
er and after that EP on Big Legal Mess which was rather 
country than a punk record I’m more than happy to hear Rich 
Crook is at his best here: brilliant little garage-punk-smashers 
like »Don’t come around«, »Home alone« or »ln Death« (the 
last two already on Windian Records' 7inch) but also those 
REIGNING SOUND -esque pop songs like »AII night long« or 
»Do I really?« - great! Rumours have it that those songs were 
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first recorded as some kind of acoustic one-man-band thing 
so I’m happy Rich re-recorded stuff (and obviously with the 
help of old-time-LOVER! Billiams but also some Zach 
Medearis who also engineered the whole thing) — it was 
worth it! Great little record that fits in every good record-col- 
lection and for those who want those LOVER!-»Gathered in 
the Graveyard«-times back: go find yourself a new favourite 
band - Rich crook has grown up and you should too! (Roman 
GG-Go) 

THE MANGES 
Bad Juju CD 

[Monster Zero] Italy still seems to be the center-country for 
European Poppunk, and I’m speaking of that olde tyme 
Poppunk when that term wasn’t a swear word. THE MANGES 
from La Spezia are one of the longest running bands for that 
genre in Europe and once again they deliver an all-out fast 
album (12 songs in 22 minutes), without all the worn out 
love/beach/sunshine cliches. The sound is perfectly produced 
by Joe Queer (who also sang some backgrounds) and mas- 
tered by Johnny Love (LE VOLUME ETAIT AU MAXIMUM). Due 
to the fact that we live in 201 1 I have to say that I like new 
and jaunty bands like the MEAN JEANS a little better but 
these Italian veterans still have the hang of it. (Bernd) 

MICKEY 
s/t LP 

[FDH Records] MICKEY is a new band by former FUNCTIONAL 
BLACKOUTS guitarist Mac Blackout. But this new band couldn’t 
be further away from that past one - while FUNCTIONAL 
BLACKOUTS was a supernoisy, distorted punk-assault, MICKEY 
is way more bubblegum powerpop. Imagine the late Jay 
Reatard doing EXPLODING HEARTS — still not exactly clean and 
polished sound but sweet melodies and sing-a-long refrains 
nonetheless. Great!! Favourite songs are »Love Letter« and »l 
loved you« which actually make it clear what I’m about. Mac 
Blackout has come a long way since these past nihilistic punk 
smashers from FUNCTIONAL BLACKOUTS or the way more dark 
and synthie-based sounds from his other band DAILY VOID or 
even his experimental solo stuff and though I actually love 
everything he did, MICKEY is my new favourite Mac Blackout 
outfit. Although pressed on 1 2inches of vinyl by Philly based 
FDH records it features ‘just’ six songs but all of them are 
great and if that isn’t enough for the fanboys of you, check 
out his 7inch releases on HoZac and Florida’s Dying. When 
these three labels recognized how good MICKEY is, you 
shouldn’t stand behind and grab a copy - c’mon! (Roman 
GG-Go) 

THE MIGHTY STEF 
TMS And The Baptists CD 

[Tonetoaster] What's this? Dublin’s globetrotter Stef Murphy 
became a preacherman? This album is packed with religious 
imagery and my pal Beppo Amaretto mentioned: )>Stef sings 
with one hand on heaven’s door and one foot in hell!« Ha, 
he’s right. The lyrics are all about sin, salvation, hope, despair 
and interesting things like that. Compared to the previous 
albums the music on this platter seems to be a little bit more 
mellow/laid-back to me, but it’s still this perfectly working 
mixture of Soul, Folk, Country, Gospel and first of all ROCK. 
Due to the fact that Stef is very gifted in this certain kind of 
storytelling in his songs I often have to think of songwriters 
like Nick Cave, Johnny Cash and Tom Waits (just listen to the 
creaky »Blood And Whiskey«). The songs were recorded in 
Berlin 2008 and the Irish band HUMANZI transformed into 
THE BAPTISTS and became Stef’s backing-band for this 
album. Cool release, once again. The only drawback is the 
somewhat lousy artwork. (Bernd) 

MISS CHAIN & THE BROKEN HEELS 

Singles-Compilation CD-R [self-released] 

On A Bittersweet Ride LP [Screaming Apple] 

These Italians are fronted by singer/guitar-girl Astrid and 
they play awesome Powerpop/Punkrock (a la NIKKI AND THE 
CORVETTES, HOLLY AND THE ITALIANS or SUZY Y LOS QUATTRO) 


that will stick to your ear like bubblegum. The word ((bitter- 
sweet« describes their sound very well, cos - all sunshine 
aside — their songs are often about heartache and the olde 
boy/girl-drama everybody knows. I got the singles comp 
from my buddy Pacino who brought it from his US-vacation, 
where he had met MISS CHAIN & THE BROKEN HEELS at the 
Burger-store in Fullerton. The comp is a self-burned »tour- 
only« release I think, but it’s a nice thing, cuz I only own that 
7inch on Rijapov and missed out on the other one. I’m also 
interested in the meaning of the cover artwork, it’s some kind 
of Madonna-drawing with six eyes, which I already saw as a 
tattoo on one of the frontgirls from JC SATAN. Mysterious... 
With »On A Bittersweet Ride« MISS CHAIN & THE BROKEN 
HEELS finally release their debut album and among the 1 2 
songs are only 2 overlaps with the songs from the 7inches 
(»Up All Night« and ((Common Shell«). Mojomatt Bordin took 
care for the good sound in his Outside Inside Studio and they 
also worked with additional instruments (harmonica and sax) 
here and there. With the vinyl there’s also a nice little lyric- 
sheet with cute drawings, so this is a nice package and a 
great album! (Bernd) 

MOTHER'S CHILDREN 
...That’s Who! IP 

[Deranged] I received a demo of this band from Ottawa, 
Canada, long time ago and was surprised that they are on 
Deranged Records now, cause — if I remember right — the 
demo was VERY glam rock. Like SWEET/T.REX glam rock which 
I absolutely do not like. Somehow this sound a lot more power 
pop than what I remember, it’s still very genuine and contains 
classic powerpop song schemes but I guess like every great 
powerpop album this one could really grow and get better 
and better everytime you listen to it. If you like THE BOYS and 
DICTATORS this could be something you could be fond of. A 
lot of good things coming from Canada lately.... (gimp) 

MOTHER'S CHILDREN 
Are You Tough Enough 10“ 

[Taken By Surprise] The Gimp just did the review for the full- 
length by the MOTHER’S CHILDREN but here they are again 
and already did some new recordings. Even though Davey 
(STEVE ADAMYK BAND and others) is already listed on their 
»... That’s Who!« album I think these 6 songs (on 45 rpm) are 
his first studio-recordings with the MOTHER’S CHILDREN. What 
can I say? This is cool rocking 70ies- Powerpop, perfect to 
dance to and sing along. Think of EXPLODING HEARTS or even 
BAD SPORTS with a more 70ies edge. And their tour with PAUL 
COLLINS BEAT might have been an influence, too! Good stuff, 
maybe your mom will like these Canadians, too. (Bernd) 

THE MOVEMENTS 
Follow CD 

[Misty Lane/Teen Sound] I never owned any releases by this 
Swedish band, even though they’ve been around for quite a 
while. This record celebrates their 1 0th birthday and it com- 
piles 1 2 songs from different phases of the band (most of 
them never released before) plus the very first EP by THE 
MOVEMENTS. They play 70ies-inspired organ-driven 
Garagerock and they do a good job with that, but my per- 
sonal drawback is that it sometimes gets a lit bit too psyche- 
delic-oriented for my taste. I like my stuff more wild and dis- 
torted and songs like ((Thinking Too Fast« are quite good for 
that purpose (all in all I like the songs from the first EP most), 
while a tune like ((You Don’t Know« is a totally lame 7-min- 
utes-song if you are not totally stoned while listening... 
(Bernd) 

THE MURDERBURGERS 
Burned Out/Worn Out CD 

[Monster Zero] Three young lads from Glasgow play slippy 
teenage-retard-Poppunk and try to be as cool as THE 
LILLINGT0NS or TEENAGE B0TTLER0CKET. Okay, they can’t 
always keep up with the hi-quality of those role models, but 
this record is quite okay if you are into Poppunk and 
RAMONEScore. You’ll get 14 songs and epic songtitles like 


((Braindead (From Hanging Round With You)« or ((Eh? Huh? 
Wha?«. Aijd I think ((Beer, Don’t Fail Me Now« was the song 
whose refrain was almost stolen 1 -to-1 from THE APERS. Well, 
the MURDERBURGERS are on Kevin Aper’s label, so I think it’s 
okay with him... (Bernd) 

NIMR0DS 
Shark Sandwich CD 

[Budget Recordings] I don’t know if people outside of 
Germany are very aware of this band from Germany’s 
Poppunk-capital Oberhausen, so I’ll give you a brief summa- 
ry of their bandhistory: some members of this semi-legendary 
band played in other semi-legendary bands like the STEVE 
McQUEENS or BURGER KINGS and I think the NIMR0DS have 
been around for eons now. Okay, at least since the mid-90ies. 
When they started they were some kind of a dirty Buget- 
Rock combo, somewhere between SUPERCHARGER and the 
RAM0NES. They were friends with Greg Lowery (if I remem- 
ber it right the STEVE McQUEENS even played the Budget- 
Rock-Fest back then) and lived their lives strictly by the NIM- 
ROD-law (which says: don’t use any other chord than A, D and 
E)l Even today they have only one string on their bass! Three 
chords, one bass-string, zero talent! They recorded a great 
7inch and an even greater LP around 1 998 and those releas- 
es were packed with several ragged hits. Just listen to the 
album-title-track ((Sometimes Nimrods Don’t Wear White«! 
Around the turn of the millenium they’ve also been quite 
active in playing live, did cool shows with my buddies from 
the GRIZZLY ADAMS BAND and BATTLEDYKES and it was 
always a shitload of fun. (I’d also have to mention that their 
one-string-bass-virtuoso once wrote an fanzine-essay on 
Budget-Rock that was jointly responsible to get me interested 
in that kind of music and gave me the important hints on the 
essential records.) But at some point the NIMRODS wound 
down a little bit and it became quiet. As I know now they’ve 
been busy with building their own realm Nimrodland! And 
they replaced their old drummer Marky (party animal, 
Fanatico fanzine impressario and all around RAMONEScore- 
nerd) with Junior Nimrod, a guy who actually has some musi- 
cal talent! With Junior on drums they started playing live 
more frequently and they also did the recordings for their 
second full-length, together with producer Sulle (former 
RICHIES). And here we have the result: the ((Shark Sandwich« 
CD! The cover-art looks like the ((Slow Crawl« EP by BAR- 
RAKUDA McMURDER, with shark fins instead of turtles. And it’s 
kinda obvious that the NIMRODS evolved into a more 
Poppunk-ish direction, away from their old Budget-Rock 
schtick. All in all 15 songs on this CD, including some re- 
recordings from the first album, some cover versions (((Johnny 
B. Goode«, ((Doo Ron Ron«, ((My Bonnie Is Over The 
Ocean«!) and some guest-stars: Kepi Ghoulie (former 
GR00VIE GH0ULIES) turns ((Johnny B. Goode« into ((Kepi B. 
Goode« and Mille Petrozza (yes, the KREAT0R frontman!!!) 
plays a guitar-solo on »Nothing«. Blasphemy you might think, 
but don’t worry, the solo sounds pretty lousy, haha. Even 
though the NIMRODS have a proper recording now and sound 
a lot cleaner than on ((Sometimes Nimrods Don’t Wear 
White« Killer’s vocals often sound a little bit outta tune. So 
they preserved a little bit of their amateurish charme, even 
though I have to admit that I liked their recordings better in 
the old wild days. Did I mention that they still are a great 
liveband? They’ve got fireworks, they throw sunglasses at the 
audience and if you see them just get this CD and ask for that 
old album, too. I think they still have some copies left. (Bernd) 

N0BELK0MMITEN 
Innan Livet Exploderar CD 

[Heptown] Wow, this is real good stuff! N0BELK0MMITEN 
play fine oldschool Sweden-Punk. No cliches, a cool gruff 
voice, a big portion of Rock’n’Roll and very good songwriting 
with songs that really stick to the ear. Those guys really know 
how to play great melodies and a timeless sound. Imagine 
old Swedish heroes mixed up with a dash of SOCIAL DISTOR- 
TION, CLASH or even the old German SLIME, who basically 
were a great Rock’n’Roll influenced Punkband before they 
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started their embarrassing »old farts« comeback some time 
ago... I think the guys in NOBELKOMMITEN are active in 
Punkbands since the 80ies, too, but this album is everything 
else than embarrassing. This is really neat Punkrock, the way 
it should be! (Bernd) 

NOBUNNY 

Live at Third Man LP 

[Third Man] Everybody loves THE BUNNY! So, it's almost 
impossible to get your hands on every goodie that he puts 
out. It's either right time/right place at a show or good luck 
by quick ordering from overseas. As far as I know, this plat- 
ter is becoming pretty rare. But don't get too harsh with you, 
if you've missed this one out. It's only a live record and it's not 
even as good as »Get Yer Ya-Ya's Out«. Okay, the record- 
ings sound great, which is no wonder, since it was produced 
by Jack White himself! All the hits are aboard (except for »l 
can't wait«) plus I've heard a great story about that the actu- 
al performance happened late at night aka early in the 
morning in front of a few luckily drunken lads somewhere in 
Nashville. And yes, I would have loved to be at that show, but 
Jack didn't call. So what! If you have a chance to pick it up, 
pick it up, play it loud and dance like crazy! (Pacino) 

NOBUNNY 
First Blood LP 

[Goner] Besides of the Third Man liverecord NOBUNNY final- 
ly did an all new full-length-LP. I was very excited for this one, 
cos the »Love Visions« album hit the Punkrock-record-players 
worldwide like a bomb, mine included. Now that the novelty- 
factor is lil bit gone, question is if the rodent could keep up 
his high level ... No worries, he could! All this minimalistic 
homerecording Garage-Punkrock seems to crash through the 
ceiling at the moment, especially in the US. But all that glit- 
ters is not gold... Fortunately NOBUNNY proves that he is still 
the leader of the pack. He once told me that he is very picky 
with his songs and I think that’s a good way to do it, cuz a lot 
of other outfits from that genre put out every dispensable 
shit-song they recorded on the toilet... Instead NOBUNNY is 
always aiming for good songs and he’s a genius in writing 
those simple, awesome Poppunktunes! And this album has an 
even more »band-sound«, so it’s not too minimalistic and 
trashy. A total of 1 1 songs and you know »Motorhead With 
Me« from the HoZac-7inch, but this is a newly recorded ver- 
sion. I can also notice a certain calmness in some songs 
(»Pretty Please Me« or »Breathe«), it’s not always the full- 
time bunny-hyperactivity all the time anymore. My girlfriend 
likes this album even better than the »Love Visions« LP. I like 
'em both ... my girlfriend and NOBUNNY, haha... (Bernd) 

NOEM 
s/t 12“ 

[Static Age] For all of you who don’t know: NOEM are from 
Berlin (dunno if that is important but bands from there seem 
to set value on this, especially the new residents, haha), 
Lennart (former PRESS GANG) is singing, I think one of the 
HERPES dudes is in the band, too, and they play Noisepunk in 
the broadest sense. Well, sometimes it works and sometimes 
not, so this is kind of a 50/50 record: 2 songs on one 7inch 
instead of 4 songs on one 1 2inch would’ve been enough for 
me. »Panic« and »Mirror Mirror« are quite cool, »l Feel You« 
only offers some nice attempts and »Eggs« is just a dissonant 
shitsong. (Bernd) 

OBSERVERS 
So What’s Left Now LP 

[Taken By Surprise] This is quite a »classic« album from this 
prequel band of the RED DONS, even though it’s not even 1 0 
years old (I think the first release was in 2005). Taken By 
Surprise now puts out a well done re-release, with a newly 
mastered crisp sound, lyric-sheet etc. When this album first 
came out it high-scored in several playlist and it hasn’t lost 
any of its angry positive energy over the years. Highly 
melodic Hardcore combined with powerful (post)Punkrock. I 
think of 7 SECONDS, DAG NASTY and early BAD RELIGION 


when I listen to this, combined with a certain )>Portland- 
touch«, cuz this is where this band came from. If you dig the 
RED DONS and missed out on this platter, you have to get this 
re-release! (Bernd) 

OCCULT DETECTIVE CLUB 
Crimes LP 

[Alive] If I remember it right the OCCULT DETECTIVE CLUB was 
more or less Alx Anguiano’s (former MAASTER GAIDEN) solo- 
project on the first album »Tortures« (Red Lounge). Now ODC 
is a quartet, a full band so to speak. And if »Tortures« was 
a great album »Crimes« is an absolute blast! Tons of hits and 
the perfect blend of cool Texas- Punkrock (think of MARKED 
MEN and HEX DISPENSERS), catchy oldschool-Poppunk a la 
LILLINGTONS and a little dash of bands like HOT WATER 
MUSIC or RED DONS. You can’t do it much better as OCCULT 
DETECTIVE CLUB do it on this platter! (Bernd) 

THEE OH SEES 
Warm Slime LP 

[In The Red] Phew, THEE OH SEES are one of those bands I 
cannot listen to all the time. Which absolutely doesn’t mean 
that I think they suck, but sometimes their reverberant lo-fi 
Artrock-Garagepsych is too straining for me. But I have to 
say that I like this record a little better than the »Master’s 
Bedroom« album, even though the title-track takes the com- 
plete A-side and ends in a chaotic jam-session. Straining, I 
already said it... The rest of the songs have a weird but nice 
spooky summertime-feeling and rock a lil bit more. All 
wrapped in the typical OH SEES trademarks, cryptical lyrics 
included. (Bernd) 

PASCOW 

Alles muss kaputt sein CD 

[Rookie Records] »Punk with German lyrics«! I already talked 
about it in this issue, in my BITUME-review. Some bands try to 
do it, only a few are really good. PASCOW are definitely one 
of the good bands in this domain! Powerful music (recorded 
by Kurt Ebelhauser from BLACKMAIL) unites with clever lyrics 
that also have some English fragments in it. In »An die 
Maulwurfe« they salute the equally fantastic DUESENJAEGER 
and with »Wir glauben an gar nichts und sind nur hier wegen 
der Gewaltu they’ve got one of the best songtitles in 2011. 
It means »We believe in nothing and are only here for the 
violences And that’s what life is all about, isn’t it?!? Gute 
Arbeit! (Bernd) 

PEACH KELLI POP 
Peach Kelli Pop LP 

[Going Gaga] Yo, Peach Kelli Pop is Allie, the drumming girl 
from the WHITE WIRES - and I bet that all you guys fell secret- 
ly in love with her at their European Tour with the MEAN 
JEANS. But you better forget about her, she’s in love with the 
RAM0NES and 60ies Girl Groups. And no matter how tight 
your panties are, you can’t compete with that, can you? So, 
be lucky to just have her record and fantasize about endless 
days at the beach, keg parties and backseat love. Joey 
Ramone would have loved her... and now do the cheesecake! 
(Pacino) 

PERSONAL AND THE PIZZAS 
Raw Pie LP 

[Bachelor/Red Lounge] This Euro-release is a compilation of 
the mostly sold-out EPs by PERSONAL AND THE PIZZAS, includ- 
ing a comb to keep ya greasy hair in shape. If it comes to 
PERSONAL AND THE PIZZAS you might think: well, those slap- 
stick-cads play just a cheap RAM0NES, STOOGES, SPITS and 
N0BUNNY rip-off... But listen to them! Sure, you are right, but 
these wankers are so damn cool! Hits like »Pepperoni Eyes«, 
»l Can Reed«, »Pizza Army« or »Brass Knuckles« should 
become your new gospel! Great music ... but I dunno if these 
guys are really the tough dudes they pretend to be, cuz they 
just cancelled a planned Euro-tour for the second time... Are 
you afraid of the olde world, or what? (Bernd) 


PHRASEMONGERS 

Spngs Of Fight And Failure CD-EP 

[myspace.com/phrasemongers] I always liked the PHRASE- 
MONGERS from Berlin, unfortunately it seems that they won’t 
ever get a tour done to reach a bigger audience. Well, at 
least I’ve got a new 6-song-release here. They say »Life ain’t 
Walt Disney« and »DIE TOTEN HOSEN suck« and they still play 
dirty, rootsy Punkrock with Rock’n’Roll influence and the right 
kinda vibe. Not stupid or cliche but cool like the NEW BOMB 
TURKS or German companions like the GRIZZLY ADAMS BAND. 
(Bernd) 

PREYING HANDS 
Through The Dark LP 

[Ruin Nation/Contraszt] I think some members of the 
Canadian PREYING HANDS originally come from the Crust- 
scene and this influence can still be heard to some extent in 
the aggressive background-vocals. But the focus in PREYING 
HANDS lies more into powerful (HC)-Punkrock defined by the 
female vocals and social-/scene-aware lyrics. The 10 songs 
are all okay, but somehow I expected a little bit more from 
this mixture... (Bernd) 

THE QUEERS 

Back To The Basement CD 

[Asian Man] Every new QUEERS-record is like my favorite 
candy - I know what I’ll get but I always like it. »Back From 
The Basement« starts off with a cool surfish instro and the fol- 
lowing 1 2 songs are again a perfect blend of QUEERS- 
Punkrock-quality: cool catchy rockin’ tunes, uptempo- 
Punksongs and sentimental heartachin’ Poppunk-melodies. 
Joe Queer throws kisses and puts up the middlefinger, covers 
BLACK FLAG (»White Minorityw) and lights up our lives with 
epic songtitles like »Titfuck«, »l Knew GG When He Was A 
Wimp« and »Fucked In The Head«. You can’t beat the maes- 
tro! (Bernd) 

RED MASS 
Jesus LP 

[Floridas Dying] Like many before this band bores the shit out 
of me with having way too many releases. I lost touch with 
RED MASS about a year ago when 7inches seemed to pop up 
everywhere, you simply couldn’t stay on track with this band, 
and the band - which is of course basically Roy Vulciono aka 
Choyce (LES SEXAREENOS, CPC GANGBANGS, ...) - isn’t always 
holding back recordings like they should to. Here we have 
seven songs, four are really really good, the rest are not only 
fillers, they are weak and knowing that its RED MASS on the 
turntable it’s a bit annoying, expecially if you think of what 
RED MASS is capable of. Releasing every bit of recorded 
material has never and will never make sense, (gimp) 

RED RED RED 
New Action CD 

[Big Neck Records] Another proof that Big Neck is THE 
Number One label for fast, kickass punk rock that’s not mess- 
ing around but meant to kill! This record will blow your ears 
off! Fast, faster, RED RED RED! Okay, so their first full length 
»Mind Destroyer« maybe was even faster, but this new 
release by former PIRANHA Ryan Sabatis will bring tears to 
the eyes of all those powerpop-fans that seem to spring up 
everywhere. And hey, that occasional saxophone and these 
destructive, deconstructed parts (including some saxophone) 
only add up to this effect. Highly recommended for fans of 
MISTREATERS, NIGHT TERRORS, TRACTOR SEX FATALITY, TRAILER 
PARK TORNADOS etc. These are all on Big Neck? Right, that’s 
what I told you, Big Neck is the home for furious, guitar-driv- 
en PUNK! Let’s just hope Bart will keep on doing this for a 
long time to come! (Roman GG-Go) 

THE RESONARS 
That Evil Drone CD 

[Burger] THE RESONARS were once a band, but now it’s just 
Matt Rendon delivering genuine jangly PowerPop that 
could’ve been straight from your genitor’s record collection. 
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From the 60’s take some BEATLES (those US-phony-stereo-ver- 
sions with lots of reverb on the vocals), THE WHO, THE BYRDS, 
THE YARDBIRDS and... you get the idea! Not an award win- 
ner for best originality but so what. You don’t have to rein- 
vent the wheel any other day to get a safe ride home. 
(Pacino) 

THE ROMAN LINE 
Morning Portraits CD 

[Monster Zero/Merman Records] A very cool record by these 
Canadians! This is a record that almost everybody seems to 
like and this is not said in a bad sense. I put on the »Morning 
Portraits!! CD on several parties and all of my friends 
seemed to like it, even though they listen to different kinds of 
music. So, this is no crappy »consensus-music!!! It’s just good 
stuff! THE ROMAN LINE play timeless and catchy Punkrock, 
that is more or less oriented on good old Poppunk (the album 
was produced by Joe Queer) and also drags influences from 
classics like SOCIAL DISTORTION, LEATHERFACE (especially the 
rough voice) or »modern!! bands like GASLIGHT ANTHEM, 
OCCULT DETECTIVE CLUB or even »hipsters« like the German 
BEATSTEAKS (just listen to the first chords of »No Vacancy!!). 
Unfortunately this album seems to be the last release of THE 
ROMAN LINE, cuz they split up recently. Too bad! Grab this 
platter while you can and listen to a very good band! (Bernd) 

R.S.I 

Call It Whatever You Like CD 

[myspace.com/routinesocialincompetence] Already the third 
album by this band from Milton Keynes/UK. 17 songs, noth- 
ing too special but quite okay Punk/Melodycore/Hardcore 
with a slight touch of Rock/Metal. Well, the album title says 
call it whatever you like so you better call it whatever you 
like, haha. Think of (old) PENNYWISE, NOFX, RISE AGAINST, 
AGAINST ME or bands like that with a singer who sounds a lit- 
tle bit like DEAD KENNEDYS/SPERMBIRDS. If I had something 
to say in that band I’d say: leave away those Ska-attempts 
(»Catch It ... Bin It ... Kill It!!), I hate it! But besides of that I 
think R.S.I is a cool band to watch and drink beer to in a local 
Punkrock-Pub, if you ever hang out in Milton Keynes... (Bernd) 

THE SCUTCHES 

The Sharon Chronicles CD 

[PafIDisques] Anything new on the latest release of the 
mighty SCUTCHES from Long Island? No! Mastermind Vinny still 
knows that three chords are more than enough to create won- 
derful earcatchers a la THE QUEERS, RIVERDALES, HUNTING- 
TONS or CHIXDIGGIT! Once again I’m totally into their slow 
tunes like »Earth Sun Moon!!, »Maybe When I Wake!! or 
»You Me«! Just like the McRACKINS Vinny doubled the notes 
for some of his backgroundvocals and added some extra 
guitars. All songs are pretty short (of course - good songs 
HAVE to be short) and they create a wonderful 60ies pop 
atmosphere. If you always wanted THE SHIRELLES to be boys 
(with THE RAMONES as their backing band) you can’t go 
wrong with the broken hearted poppunk sound of THE 
SCUTCHES! (Beppo Amaretto) 


the artwork, a truly great cartoon-drawing, 70ies-style. Very 
cool! (Bernd) 

SHANNON AND THE CLAMS 
I Wanna Go Home LP 

[1 -2-3-4 Go! Records] Already from 2009 but this has been 
one of my favourite records in 201 0 so I felt I had to tell you 
about it: after that amazing »Hunk Hunt!! 7inch on Weird Hug 
Records and a self-released 1 2 song CD »$cuffle with the 
Clams!! this is their brilliant LP-debut on Oakland based 1 -2- 
3-4 Go! Records, famous for their CUTE LEPERS or NOBUNNY 
releases. SHANNON AND THE CLAMS’ late fifties/early sixties- 
reminiscent sound has already been compared to the 
SHANGRI-LAs or the RONETTES often enough and I can’t add 
anything totally different other than maybe some modern 
similar sounding bands like THE HUSBANDS or maybe PURPLE 
WIZARD. Or maybe Tina Lucchesi’s bands, which isn’t actual- 
ly far fetched since Tina is working with Seth from HUNX AND 
HIS PUNX, while Shannon was part of the PUNKETTES during 
HUNX European tour. Anyway, this three-piece has learned 
their Phil Spector well and gives us a 1 2-song record full of 
great songs about crying, heartbreak and other stuff just 
made for a lonely prom night... While sometimes I thought 
they were a bit too much trying to sound like that (record was 
produced by Matthew Melton from BARE WIRES by the way) 

I really learned to love the record as a whole with »The 
Warlock in the Woods!! and »You can come over!! as my 
favourite songs. Actually from all those great songs I seem to 
prefer those written by guitarist/vocalist Cody Blanchard 
and I DO hope the rumours I heard about him doing some 
solo stuff are true ! But while I’m waiting if this will come true 
I’m giving this AMAZING full-length quite a couple of more 
spins ! Plus enjoy reading the funny stuff Shannon and Seth 
write on Twitter... If you’re a bored internet-nerd like me, 
follow ’em! And buy the record! Preferably the limited edi- 
tion in blue vinyl! PS: tape released on Burger including 4 
bonus tracks. (Roman GG jGol ... 

sIWYnTvar 

Ingen Klass Ingen Stil LP 

[Skrammel] Malmo-HC strikes again: SLOA KNIVAR are one of 
the cool bands from this Swedish town, along with SISTA 
SEKUNDEN, HARDA TIDER, FY FAN, DIPPER, SKITKIDS, HERATYS 
and TERRIBLE FEELINGS. This is uncompromising stuff, very 
/uptempo/raising hell (with an obviously insane microphone- ' 
j eating lady up front) plus a catchy dash of Rock’n’Roll. And 
I with their right sense of humor they remind me a little bit of 
a Swedish version of the BRUTAL KNIGHTS. Well, at least I 
think they’ve got the right kind of humor, but I don’t speak 
j Swedish at all, haha... No class, no style, if you know whatta 
mean... (Bernd) 


THE SEWERGROOVES 
Trouble Station CD 

[Sounds Of Subterrania] THE SEWERGROOVES from Sweden 
are around for 1 5 years now but I only ever recognized them 
in the surroundings of the HELLACOPTERS back then. My per- 
sonal story with the HELLACOPTERS is, that I liked ‘em very 
much on their first album, but everything that came after 
»Payin’ The Dues!! was simply too lame for me. Due to the 
fact that THE SEWERGROOVES exactly seem to tie in at that 
»post-Payin’-The-Dues era!!, this doesn’t seem to be the best 
circumstances for me to review them, haha... Well, everyone 
who always liked the ‘COPTERS in all phases will like THE SEW- 
ERGROOVES for sure, cos they simply have the skills to deliver 
that sound in a perfect way. Everything well done here, but 
not totally thrilling to me personally. I’d wish me back some 
wilder Swedish grenades like the SONS OF CYRUS for exam- 
ple... But one cool thing I have to mention about this album is 


SONIC SURF CITY 
Pororoca! CD 

[Killer Cobra] The Swedish Surf-Powerpop-Punk veterans are 
back! This sound might be totally out of fashion these days, 
but I still love it! And I don’t care if nobody cares! SONIC SURF 
CITY celebrate 1 6 songs in 37 minutes, somewhere between 
YUMYUMS, PSYCHOTIC YOUTH at their peak and HAWAII 
MUD BOMBERS. But please note that SONIC SURF CITY were 
kinda the »inventors« of this sound back in the days, and I 
personally consider the HAWAII MUD BOMBERS as one of 
their (very good) epigones. On this record you get crisp gui- 
tars, lotsa BEACH BOYS-esque chorals, surfboard-cliches (if I 
got it right they even cover a theme-song from the great 
movie »Psycho Beach Party!!, cool!), the quirky vocals of 
Woodie Hermanson and of course bubblegum, bubblegum 
and bubblegum. Sometimes even a little bit too much bub- 
blegum for my taste, but well ... they are still the masters of 
their sound! (Bernd) 

SPECTRES 
Last Days LP 

[Sabotage/New Dark Age] Two things about me: 1.) I grew 
up in the 80ies and I was very happy when that depressing 


decade was over. 2.) I’ve never been a big fan of JOY DIVI- 
SION. TwoMhings about SPECTRES: 1.) They play a very 
depressing 80ies sound. 2.) They remind me a lot of JOY DIVI- 
SION. Bad conditions for me to like this record... (Bernd) 

SPERMBIRDS 
A Columbus Feeling CD 

[Rookie Records/Boss Tuneage] I have quite a gap in my per- 
sonal SPERMBIRDS-history. This band was around for ages 
and when I was a young Punkrock-brat I listened to their 
albums »Something To Prove!! and )>Nothing Is Easy!! over 
and over again. But since then I totally lost touch with the 
band, I think mostly because they had a very embarrassing 
Crossover-phase in the 90ies with a different singer. But for- 
tunately the new album ties in at the good phase when I lost 
sight the band. Lee Hollis is back on the microphone and he 
still sings like the hyperactive little brother of Jello Biafra and 
Ian Mackaye. And even though the SPERMBIRDS-guys must be 
well along in years now (probably all in their forties) their 
music still sounds very fresh for a 30+ fart like me, haha. 
Catchy Punkrock with a positive youthcrew Hardcore feeling 
- intelligent, hard, crunchy, melodic. Not necessarily a classic 
like the early albums, but it’s still fun. The last song is a lil bit 
lame and the backgrounds are a bit weak, but otherwise 
there is really nothing to complain about this record. (Bernd) 

THEE SPIVS 
All Taped Up LP 

[Damaged Goods] I already mentioned it in my 7inch-review 
in CRKO #1: I saw these cats last year here in Germany 
when no one (me included) knew them and they totally 
ripped it up!!! Unfortunately I just missed THEE SPIVS on their 
tour in spring 2011 but at least I now have their debut-album 
here for my listening pleasure. And a pleasure it is! They 
signed to Damage Goods and they play the best poppy 
UK-Punkrock I’ve heard for years - very basic but with a 
good punch and simply awesome songs. Get this platter, it’s 
g-r-e-a-t! (Bernd) 

STEVE ADAMYK BAND 
s/t LP/CD 

[P.Trash] Canada strikes again. You probably know this band 
from the 7inch that was attached to CRKO #0. And if you’ve 
heard it, you know there is hardly a way not to like the STEVE 
ADAMY BAND. PowerPop it is - just like the last three decades 
never happened! In 1 978 everyone moved to sunny LA, got 
a thin tie and a guitar to combine the melodies of the mid- 
60ies British Invasion with the energy of what the kids called 
Punk. Bomp! Magazine etablished that term and put out sin- 
gles by 20/20 and STIV BATORS. Then THE KNACK hit it big 
and all went down the drain. 30 years later there’s a whole 
new wave of PowerPop-Bands who stick to that original for- 
mular. And if you’re tired of waiting for the new GENTLEMAN 
JESSE-LP to come out, buy this! It contains the best songs from 
the two previous singles (new recorded in the LP-session) plus 
8 new smashers. The layout is well done, so this is a treasure 
you want to have in your collection. Otherwise grow up and 
get a haircut! (Pacino) [Note from the editor — The CD-version 
of this album got even more great tunes on it as a bonus: all 
recordings from their three 7inches plus two more unreleased 
songs from the LP-session. Value for money, delivered in a 
nice digipak.] , 

SUGAR STEMS 
Sweet Sounds of... LP 

[Bachelor] I really loved the first 7inch of this ‘mixed double’ 
(which is a tennis slang for two girls playing with two boys) 
from Milwaukee. And this full length is more of the same: 
sweet, sweet PowerPop with lots of melodies and harmonies. 
There isn’t any cloud in the SUGAR STEMS-sky — just sunshine 
and rainbow colored balloons filled with candy. See, I can’t 
listen to these tunes everyday - it would be like getting an 
overdose from milkshakes - but every now and then they just 
make me happy. And that’s fair enough. (Pacino) 
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TERRIBLE FEELINGS 
Demo 2010 CD-R 

[myspace.com/terriblefeelings] Okay, due to the fact that I 
just released the debut-EP by this band on my own label 
Timmeheiehumme Records it would be easy for me to rave 
about this demo. And why not?!? It was this demo that got me 
hooked on this great band from Malmo and you shouldn’t 
miss it! Only 4 tracks, but they’ve got it all! »Trash & Burn« is 
a wicked uptempo-smasher and the following »Blank Heads« 
combines everything that makes the TERRIBLE FEELINGS so 
good: awesome guitarlines, a thrilling and passionate musical 
vibe, wavy melodies, a fantastic female voice but always 
with a consistent Punk-attitude! »The Moon« has an incredible 
turn in the song after 98 seconds that literally sends shivers 
down my spine. And last but not least »Hollow«, that plays 
out all trumps of the band. I was a total fan after I heard this 
demo, I just HAD TO do their 7inch. The songs on the demo 
are a little bit rougher than on the debut-EP and ... really ... 
you need the demo, too! Ask the band for the CD-R (I think 
it’s free to download somewhere, too) or look out for that 
ultra-limited lathe-cut that is announced on Canada’s Scotch 
Tapes. (Bernd) 

THERMALS 
Personal Life LP 

[Kill Rockstars] The THERMALS are one of those bands from 
which I could grab every record and never get disappointed. 
Just cool unagitated (but not unspectacular) music, some- 
where between indie-guitarrock and Punkrock, driven by the 
distinctive sgnorous vocals of Hutch Harris and the cool 
rhythms by Kathy Foster. With »l Don’t Believe You« and 
»Your Love Is Strong« are also 2 little hits on this album and 
so you get the usual THERMALS-hi-quality. Can’t go wrong 
with this band. (Bernd) 

TOMMY GUN 
Always True CD 

[Wolverine] To be honest I know nothing about this band from 
Austria but at first glance this smells like: Some talented peo- 
ple play in various unsuccessful bands, drop out of their old 
bands to make a last try together to reach a bigger audi- 
ence and to climb up a few steps on the MPunkrock career 
ladder«, so to say. The boys know how to write songs, so they 
throw in some popular bands like SOCIAL DISTORTION, STREET 
DOGS, DIE TOTEN HOSEN (»Carry Me ThroughM reminds a lot 
of DTH’s »Bonny & Clyde«) and some singalong-Streetpunk 
and Punk’n’Roll. On top the real cheesy ballad »Letters I’ve 
Never Send« with a string -section. Creepy! Add a fat pro- 
duction, a neat digipak, a glossy-printed soulless Photoshop- 
design and you get a well done product for all those tiny 
ANTI-FLAG shirt sporting »Punk-kids« from your local shop- 
ping mall. But this is nothing for me... My speculation above 
might be totally wrong but I don’t care. TOMMY GUN write 
very catchy songs indeed but this seems much too calculated 
to me to be »Punk« or whatever. (Bernd) 

TREVOLT 
I All Hast CD 

[Heptown] Hm, somehow I can’t warm towards this band. In 
their best moments they remind me of Copenhagen’s ASSAS- 
SINATORS, in their weak moments of poor sheeter-melodycore 
like PENNYWISE. Especially this stupid melodycore-drumbeat 
bothers me, you can haunt me with that! The most innovative 
thing is that they sing in Swedish, but 1 7 songs that sound all 
the same is a little bit too much for me. I’m outta here... 
(Bernd) 

TROUBLEMAKERS 
30 CD 

[Heptown] Don’t mix them up with the TROUBLEMAKERS from 
the US of A, cos this is Rock’n’Roll influenced (Street-)Punk 
from Goteborg with all Swedish lyrics. The CD is called »30«, 
there are 30 songs on it and - you already guessed it - the 
band is around for 30 years now and this is their birthday- 
comp. The music is relatively perfect played »veteran- 


Punkrock« ... most of the songs are quite okay but I often feel 
a lack of juvenile exuberance. And: 30 songs is really too 
much for me, especially cuz the TROUBLEMAKERS drift into 
some really lame rockmusic-standards on some of the latter 
tunes. But if you’re interested in Swedish Punkrock in general 
this album might be worth checking out, even though the 
cover-artwork looks like an Ed-Hardy-design and the song 
»Eins zwei PolizeiM is not a M0-D0 coverversion, haha. 
(Bernd) 

TWO BIT DEZPERAD0S 
s/t CD 

[Jeetkune] TWO BIT DEZPERAD0S sound as if LOVE BOAT would 
team up with KING KHAN & BBQ, but more psychedelic and 
with female vocals (sung in English and Portuguese). Nice 
Trashpop with a warm Mediterranean feel, and sometimes 
even with tropical Brazilian whistles ("Ballare E Suonare Con 
Te" is a goddamn hit!). The mixture is not astonishing, cuz this 
quartet is formed by a Brazilian/ltalian couple (as far as I 
know they also run the Shit Music for Shit People label) and 
members of THE RIPPERS/LOVE BOAT. The hits can be found 
more at the beginning of the disc, but the rest is good, too. 
Shake your maracas to this platter! (Bernd) 

UNITS 

Units 1977-1983 LP 

[Community Library] This band was a big influence for DIGI- 
TAL LEATHER’S Shawn Foree and this is a cool and well done 
compilation by these late 70ies/early 80ies Synthpunks from 
San Francisco, hailing from the scene around SF Art Institute. 
»A synth band is That Kicks Ass« and »Fuck The Guitars« are 
the sleeve-slogans and you also get very interesting liner 
notes about the genesis of the band and the scene of the late 
70ies (Jello Biafra is mentioned, too). The basic concept of 
THE UNITS was to create something different than guitar-driv- 
en rockstar-fuss, so the band had a certain anti-fashion 
approach and worked on stage with film installations, too. 
The sound is still very fresh today and not too far out, cuz at 
least the songs on the A-side would also work with a classic 
Punk instrumentation, I think. There are 9 songs on this platter 
(remastered with a brilliant sound), all taken from the singles 
and an album of the band. But with the enclosed download- 
code of the vinyl-record you can also track down all 21 songs 
and the 32-page booklet of the CD-version. An exemplary 
release! (Bernd) 

UNTAMED 
Delicious Death CD 

[Heptown] Because of the cover artwork I was expecting 
stereotypical Psychobilly or Horrorpunk, but I was pleasantly 
surprised after I pressed the »Play<( button. Sure, this trio 
from Denmark plays with the usual horror/B-Movie trade- 
marks, but they seem to have a very wide musical back- 
ground and the ability to merge their many influences into a 
homogeneous overall sound. Here we have a wild ride 
through Garagerock, classic Rockabilly, Blues, and here and 
there you can hear a banjo or a skilful instrumental 
(»Scorpions & Tarantulas« or »Flow«). Sounds as if the 
NEKR0MANTIX, the JANCEE P0RNICK CASINO and the DEAD 
BROTHERS would jam together. A nice and entertaining 
album. (Bernd) 

V/A 

Black Hole - Californian Punk 1977-80 CD 

[Domino] 26 songs from the early phase of Californian Punk, 
compiled by British music journalist Jon Savage. And he’s the 
right man for this job cuz he was around when all the music 
happened there, as you can read in the linernotes. In the 
booklet you’ll also find a few lines to every song, very well 
done. And more infos, cos I think an important thing is the 
explanation of the differences between Punk in the UK and 
Punk in California in the late 70ies. While Punkbands got 
signed by major-labels in the UK and the whole thing went 
very mainstream, the Punk-kids in California were really 
social outcasts at that time, who could only dream of any 


public attention that had nothing to do with getting bashed 
by jocks or getting arrested by the police. About the music 
and the songs on this comp: I haven’t checked if there are any 
overlaps with KBD and Bloodstains-comps, but of course 
you’ll find a few well-known bands on it, e.g. ZEROS, 
AVENGERS, DEAD KENNEDYS or CRIME. On the other hand 
bands like CIRCLE JERKS, ADOLESCENTS (the comp is named 
after a URINALS-song, not after »Kids Of The Black Hole«) or 
BLACK FLAG are missing completely. But as far as I know it is 
that Mr. Savage personally doesn’t like BLACK FLAG, insofar 
that is a consistent personal policy for that case. While listen- 
ing to the comp it’s interesting how amateurish the GERMS 
(represented with 2 songs) sound on their early recordings 
and it’s also interesting to compare THE SCREAMERS with 
today’s sound of THE SPITS. There are also some very cool 
bands that I discovered through this sampler, for example 
OILS, CONSUMERS, WEIRDOS, SLEEPERS oder FLESHEATERS. And 
*of course some obscure music that I wouldn’t even label as 
Punk from today’s view: bands like BLACK RANDY AND THE 
METRO SQUAD (if anything I’d call this Freakrock), OFFS 
(freaky Artrock), URINALS (minima listic) or AURORA PUSHUPS 
(with strange psychedelic 60ies influences). But overall this is 
a very interesting comp with some hits on it and many discov- 
eries. (Bernd) 

V/A 

Floridas Dying Party Platter LP 

[Florida’s Dying] Rich Evans of Florida’s Dying did a great 
job since he started doing it his way in Orlando. No big deal 
if even Wet’n Wild’s »Der Stuka« might be history some day 
in Orange County, the musical education implemented via this 
guy should live on. Top class releases and notorious smart- 
assed mailorder offerings identify quite a sophisticated 
record label. No surprise to present his portfolio via a honk- 
if-you’re-horny-compilation of impudent tracks, mainly influ- 
enced by these everlasting en vogue 60ies provenance (plus 
handy coverart, too) bands like SHANNON & THE CLAMS, THE 
BARBARAS or punkier outfits rely on. These two exponents of 
righteous soundstyling were not invited to this particular 
party, but what the heck, the handlist is great anyway: 
N0BUNNY (of course), YOLKS, HUNX AND HIS PUNX, 
RANT0ULS, PERSONAL AND THE PIZZAS, a lot of rather 
unknown smashers (PUDDIN POPS, BRIANS DIRTY BUSINESS, 
JOHNNY & THE LIMELIGHTS, SEXCAPADES, GARBO’S DAUGHTER 
and SWEET SIXTEENS). As personal favorites on this recom- 
mended »saucy serving of fun« for your next homeblitz of a 
party, just listen and dance to COCONUT C00L0UTS and SLIP- 
PERY SLOPES, the two last songs on this album. Do the huckle- 
buck now! (Petrosilius Frogg) 

V/A 

Our Boy Roy LP 

[Telephone Explosion] Roy? Roy Orbison? Yes exactly, the guy 
who sang »Pretty Woman«! However, he did not only pro- 
duce such tearjerkers, but also some cool Rock’n’Roll tunes, for 
example for legendary Sun Records. On this comp the creme 
de la creme of todays Garage-trash-scene rocks through his 
repertoire, including CAMER0 WEREWOLF BAND, Bloodshot 
Bill, TEENANGER, RED MASS, CHEATER SLICKS, CHARLIE & THE 
MOON HEARTS. With »You Got lt« (covered by JACUZZI BOYS) 
and »Pretty Woman« (Ty Segall) you’ll find the famous hits 
here, as well as Haunted George and HOLY COBRAS turning on 
the noise-screw on good old Roy... I was wondering that the 
DEMONS CLAWS are very poppy on »lt’s Over«, but it sounds 
quite cool. A nice’n trashy little tribute comp. (Bernd) 

V/A 

Voodoo Rhythm Records To Ruin Any Party - Volume 3 2-LP 

[Voodoo Rhythm] The name Voodoo Rhythm is almost a 
trademark for a specific sound, somewhere between the 
poles of Blues, Trash, Rockabilly, Garage, Country and what- 
ever. Here is a new overview of the Voodoo Rhythm publica- 
tions of the recent years, attractively packed in a nice gate- 
foldcover. No unreleased songs here, but for someone like me 
this is quite nice, because I don’t have every single Voodoo 
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Rhythm release in my collection. My favorite songs are from 
KING AUTOMATIC, MAMA ROSIN, HIPBONE SLIM AND THE 
KNEE TREMBLERS, THE COME N’ GO, KING KHAN AND HIS 
SHRINES and of course labelboss Reverend Beat-Man himself. 
But also, for example, URBAN JUNIOR sounds surprisingly cool 
with his unusual electronic beats! Three sides of the 2-LP are 
recorded with music and side 4 has a pretty laser-etching, 
aka »an interview with Beelzebub«... (Bernd) 

V/A 

War, Terror & Ice Cream - A four band split CD 

[Brown Bag Propaganda] I got this CD from the DEFECATION 
AREA dudes and it’s the old problem with the packaging: I 
can’t really tell if it looks nice or crappy, cuz I only got a self- 
burned CD with cover/booklet-prints in thumbnail-size. DEFE- 
CATION AREA from Duisburg/Germany open up this 4-band- 
split with their solid Punk’n’Roll, just as we know it from their 
longplayer »Alkopop«. Btw: a band that pays tribute to 
David Hasselhoff in one of their songs can’t lose, haha! The 
other bands are the OLYMPIANS (Upland/California) with 
slightly metallic HC/Punk, LIVING REJECTS (Dinslaken/ 
Germany) with rather average Punk’n’Roll and SICK 
(Peoria/lllinois) with fast aggressive Hardcore-Moshpit-Metal 
for your jock-friends. The problem is that the bands don’t 
really fit with each other, so this release is not really neces- 
sary for me. (Bernd) 

THE VISITORS 
Avenging The Visigoths LP 

[Going Gaga] THE VISITORS are one of my favorite bands 
from Ottawa these days! They released a great EP on House 
Party Records and they play fantastic catchy feel-good 
Punkrock/Poppunk with nerdy and funny lyrics that speak of 
nothing but the band internal globetrotter-runninggag. Also 
on board is Skottie from THE CREEPS and the only dumb thing 
about this record is, that there are actually only 6 songs (on 
45 rpm) on it. So this is more an EP than a full-length, but it’s 
absolutely great! Btw: seems to be one of the last releases on 
the Going Gaga label. Too bad! But a proper farewell. 
(Bernd) 

VOGUE 
Pompshit LP 

[Hardware] Wow, a total »fuck you« hit to the head by these 
Belgian bastards. Cool raw Hardcore-Punk, the way it should 
be: total fury and out of control! Reminds me a little bit of 
PRESS GANG or CAREER SUICIDE, but with a very harsh voice 
that almost sounds like Nocturno Culto on the latter DARK- 
THRONE-releases. This will bite your head off! (Bernd) 

WARM TOY MACHINE 
Home Demo 2010 CD-R 

[myspace.com/warmtoymachine] This is very basic 
Garagepunk, 6 songs in 1 5 minutes. FUZZ baby! Someone 
called the band »Belgium’s BLACK LIPS« somewhere. I dunno 
if that fits perfectly, but I know that an LP by WARM TOY 
MACHINE will be released some time soon on the new label 
by Elzo Durt, Belgium’s maestro for Punkrock/Garage graph- 
ics/illustrations. So keep your eyes and ears open for that 
slab of wax! (Bernd) 

WAVVES 

King Of The Beach LP 

[Fat Possum] One of these current bands that surf on this 
American Garagepunk-wav(v)e of success, in the wake of Jay 
Reatard, BLACK LIPS, etc. Stephen Pope and Billy Hayes of the 
BOSTON CHINKS and Jay Reatard backing band play on this 
album, and I think this is remarkably supportive for the 
WAVVES-sound, because I actually didn’t like the band that 
much when it was still more or less Nathan Williams’ one- 
man-project. On this album I like the WAVVES better. Songs in 
a Garage/homerecording robe with an indie-Rock touch, 
and a somehow summery feel. My overall impression swings 
between good (tiny hits like »Take On The World« or »Linus 
Spacehead«), eccentric (»Baseball Cards«) and sometimes 


just average (»Mickey Mouse«). »Baby Say Goodbye« would 
be a tiny hit as well, but it morphs into an annoying noise 
orgy in the end. But I think especially this unpredictability 
seems to be a trademark/concept/calculus in bands like this. 
Snappy Garagepopsongs turn into noise and vice versa. This 
is cool sometimes, but sometimes it’s not. If that is used as an 
end in itself it just gets dull and boring. (Bernd) 

WEEZER 

Hurley LP + CD [Epitaph] 

Death To False Metal CD [Geffen] 

A new WEEZER album and now they are on Epitaph. On the 
front cover is the fat guy from »Lost«, but if there’s a specif- 
ic gag behind this I don’t understand it, cos I’ve never 
watched the series. Well, whatever ... most likely a Rivers 
Cuomo nerd thingy, I dunno... About the music: In fact, I don’t 
expect a second »Blue Album« or »Pinkerton« from WEEZER, 
and »Hurley« is nothing of this. This platter is simply a good 
WEEZER album: playful, fresh, carefree. Only the last song 
»Time Flies« is more like ... oh well. But the positive impres- 
sion don’t gets reduced too much, cos with »Memories« 
(including Jackass-choir) there’s also a nice hit on the record. 
About the same time as »Hurley« got released there was also 
the compilation »Death To False Metal« coming out, with 10 
unreleased songs on it. Well, a few tunes are indeed solid 
WEEZER-songs (»Turning Up The Radio«, »l Don’t Want Your 
Loving«, »Blowin’ My Stack«, »l’m A Robot«), but the rest is 
just average, or totally lame. The peak of embarrassment is 
the Toni Braxton coversong »Unbreak My Heart« ... this is 
totally creepy! The whole record seems to me like a leftover- 
exploitation for Geffen, so you don’t necessarily need it, if 
you’re no die-hard fan. (Bernd) 

WHEELS ON FIRE 
Liar, Liar LP 

[Alien Snatch] WHEELS ON FIRE are just beginning to get some 
wider attention, though this actually is already their fourth 
full-length, with a self-released debut and later releases on 
Big Legal Mess and Fat Possum. Legend has it that Jack 
Yarber himself introduced Bruce Watson (owner of Fat 
Possum/Big Legal Mess) to this outfit from Athens, Ohio and 
this should already be enough pushing for you out there to 
buy this! WHEELS ON FIRE is a four-piece with two singers, no 
bass and an affection for sweet melodies, an occasional 
twangy surf-guitar and ORGANS! If you dig organ-driven 
sixties-sounding garage-pop the likes of REIGNING SOUND, 
GOODNIGHT LOVING or even GENTLEMAN JESSE (or for you 
40-year-old record-collector nerds: THE KINKS and Elvis 
Costello) you really should consider getting this record! While 
some people think this record is only mediocre I have to con- 
tradict this: it’s a grower! Maybe it doesn’t catch your atten- 
tion at first hearing cause it’s so sweet and maybe adds no 
spectacular new ideas to this garage-thing but oh those 
melodies! After second or third spin you just HAVE to sing 
along and I promise there aren’t many records today that will 
leave you with such a big grin on your face while listening! 
One word: FUN! »Bad Lie«, »Losin’«, »Ambulance«, »Miles«, 
»Chasin’ UFOs« - aww the whole record’s just hits! Definitely 
in my Top-Ten-List of 2010! Also check out their 7inches on 
Kind Turkey and Trouble in Mind! (Roman GG-Go) 

THE WHITE WIRES 
II LP 

[Dirtnap] Second album by »everybody’s darlings<( from 
Ottawa (please note: got this one after I did the interview 
with WW-bandleader Ian)! Their debut was on heavy rotation 
here in the CRKO-headquarter and this one will hit our charts 
as well. Ultra-likeable strumming Powerpop/Punkrock: sim- 
ple, catchy with plenty of good humor and a bubblegum sum- 
mer-feeling. They have improved their sound and songs 
again, and they don’t play no absolute nonsense-tunes any- 
more, like »You’re Mother Says You’re Ugly« (although I liked 
especially that song very much). 1 2 songs = 1 2 hits! (Bernd) 


YEAR ZERO 
Year One LP 

[P.Trash/Shooting At Decoys] Hey, Shooting At Decoys is the 
label of Rob from the STATUES and of course this guy knows 
what’s good (even though he fucked up the STATUES-tour- 
diary pt. 2 for this issue, har har). YEAR ZERO are a little »all- 
$tar-band« from Ottawa, feat. Dave (STEVE ADAMYK BAND, 
CRUSADES etc.) and Tim and Mike (both MOTHER’S CHILDREN). 
The album is comprised of two recording sessions (summer 
2009 on side A and winter 2010 on side B) and sounds right 
away like a mixture of the Powerpop of MOTHER’S CHILDREN 
(especially on side B) and music in the vein of HUSKER DU or 
REPLACEMENTS. All powerful and very melodic and there are 
some true hymns on the »Year One« record, such as »Paper 
Bullets« and »Haunted«. I do not know what the current sta- 
tus of the band is, maybe they are on hiatus, I dunno. But this 
album has premium quality and once again it seems as if 
there’s simply no bad music coming from Ottawa these days. 
(Bernd) " 

ZACK ZACK 

Demonstrations-Tape Nr. 1 [Yakuzzi Tapes] 

Arkadengirl 7“ [Dirty Faces] 

Wir haben Zeit LP [Dirty Faces] 

First of all 1 00 points for the bandname! Second of all: this 
is great stuff. ZACK ZACK are the remains of THE SHOCKS plus 
members of the MINUS APES and CREEKS. Cool danceable 
77-Punkrock that builds on good melodies instead of cheap 
sensationalism, sometimes sung in German, sometimes in 
English. Imagine THE SHOCKS, with a little injection of THE JAM 
and a less nervous TOYOTAS-style. Exactly the music you want 
in your tape deck when you hang around with your Punk- 
friends under a bridge of your local town in the summertime, 
drinking six-packs and cooking up nonsense. There are some 
song-overlaps between the 3 releases but each release had 
its own new recording session. It kinda sucks that my tape has 
a questionable wow and flutter sound ... but the 7inch sounds 
great and you will sing the songs »Arkadengirl« and 
»Rasierter Affe« 2 days later in your sleep. The record has 
1 0 songs - all hits of course - plus a coverversion of THE BLUE 
STARS (»Social End Product«). I listen to the record in the final 
phase of this CRKO-issue and I think »Nervenzusammen- 
bruch« is the right kinda song for this situation, haha... (Bernd) 

ZEBRASSIERES 
Gooey Zoo LP 

[Going Gaga] One-sided 1 2inch with 8 songs. Cool cheesy 
Wave-Pop-Punkrock from Ottawa on the ever-popular 
Going Gaga label. All songs are very poppy, crisp and cool, 
with male/female vocals. Reminds me of a Punk-version of 
the B52’s, mixed with the sound of the closely related 
Ottawa-pals from the WHITE WIRES. Very nice thing! (Bernd) 
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The fjcooM-mctol-Hip-Out-Pagcg 


Hit caoy -Htetal-Hip - Out-p ag ts 

You’ve been confused that there ve been several Metal-reviews in a Punkrock-fanzine like the CRKO?! You didn’t like it? Well, here 
you have the ultimate »Heavy-Metal-Rip-Out-Pages«! If you don’t like this kinda music just rip it out! I still love it! For your expla- 
nation: it was kinda hard to draw the line, of what I wanna feature here. Bands like ALPINIST, PLANKS, LIFE ENDS or CORROSIVE 
obviously got a Punk-background, but I listed ’em here, cuz the music is very hard, compared to other bands in the zine. And most 
of the bands here are definitely no »Heavy Metal«, but I had to find a name for this rubric ... the silliest the best, haha... Okay, 
have fun on these pages, read the reviews and the interview with MEGACHURCH, of course! Or rip out these pages, I don’t care... 


ALPINIST 
Lichtlcerm LP 

[Vendetta/Phobiact] The cover artwork is not the pretti- 
est in the world, but there is again a very nicely done 
sheet with this new ALPINIST-album, with lyrics and some 
linernotes to each song. The lyrics are again a mixture of 
German/English and well worth reading. Social aware 
and critical against the stereotypes of the DIY-scene. I 
think if the lyrics would also be more understandable in 
the musical presentation the whole thing would have an 
even bigger impact as it has right now. The sometimes 
very high screaming vocals are not very good for that 
purpose and I think this is also a point that not everybody 
would like about ALPINIST. This record also seems a little 
bit more awkward to me than the previous album 
»Minus.Mensch«. This new record needed some more 
spins than the old one to convince me. Maybe it’s 
because the old one made it easier for me to label 
ALPINIST as »the German FROM ASHES RISE«, haha. With 
»LichtlcErm« the band added quite a noisy edge to their 
sound, but the combination and concept of lyrics, attitude 
and music makes this album a powerful cornerstone. 
Other bands will have to compete with this platter. Latest 
news is that both ALPINIST albums will be released on 
one CD by Southern Lord. (Bernd) 

ARSON ANTHEM 
Insecurity Notoriety CD 

[Housecore Records] Here we have some VIP-involvement 
so I’ll bother you with some namedropping first: Mike 
Williams (EYEHATEGOD) is on vocals, Phil Anselmo (PAN- 
TERA, DOWN) is on guitar, and Scott Hull has mastered 
this record. The music is mean sicko-Thrash-Crust-Metal: 
full force, DISCHARGE-like Crust-attacks added with some 
Thrash Metal and recurrent disturbing bulky shards of 
Noise. The title track is a cool Disbeat-smasher, but the 
rest is can be quite exhausting/straining for over half an 
hour of playing-time. (Bernd) 

DEATHSPELL OMEGA 
Paradetus LP 

[Noevdia] The name of the guy who was responsible for 
my Metal-spleen-comeback is Phil, all around upright 
and awesome bloke! If you don’t like the Heavy-Metal- 
Rip-Out-pages, blame him!!! Phil once gave me a CD and 
said: »This music is so gloomy, if you listen to it alone in 
the dark you will crap your pants.« That CD was 
»Kenose« by DEATHSPELL OMEGA and that was the story 
how I got in touch with 'em. Blame Phil! Well, I won’t tell 
you if I really shit my pants that night, but what I can tell 
you that this platter offered 3 incredibly intense songs. I 
haven’t heard anything like that before. Even though I 
haven’t really followed the activities of this mysterious 
and disturbing band after that I recently got myself the 
»Paracletus« album, when I heard about the release. 
And still - this band is absolutely incredible, they play 
absolutely unique, complex, atmospheric and extreme 
dark music. The sound is rather warm (not as 
cold as you are used to know it from other 
Black Metal bands) but still totally threaten- 
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ing and disturbing. I think the individuals in the band line- 
up are still a mystery and you can also see a deeper the- 
ological concept behind the lyrics. All this gets reflected 
in the absolutely great artwork and packaging: a gate- 
fold-cover with an elaborate booklet, even with some 
transparent pages. Overall an impressive release. 
(Bernd) 

KALYPSO 
Nyktophobie CD 

[Rock Range] Well, this is a Metal-/Deathcore band from 
my German neighbourtown Lingen. You know, I’m an old 
fart who likes early DEATH or NIHILIST and unfortunate- 
ly Lingen is not Stockholm or Tampa. And most of todays 
so-called Deathcore (what kind of a genre is this, any- 
way?) combos seem to be a lot about flannel shirts, 
hoody jackets with allover-prints and Justin Bieber hair- 
cuts... So it would be easy for me to pan this album. But 
those boys do their job quite well. They’ve got good 
technical skills, lots of breakdowns/moshparts and the 
foot constantly on the gas. Reminds a lot of BLACK DAHLIA 
MURDER and fortunately there are no wimpy clean 
Metalcore-vocals in here, just constant screaming and 
growling. The songtitles are in German but I can’t under- 
stand a fuckin’ word they »sing«, haha... The only bum- 
mer is the poor packaging of this CD. Especially the 
cover looks like it’s drawn by a disabled preschool-kid. 
But the music is okay for a young contemporary band. 
(Bernd) 

Holger Schmenk / Christian Krumm 
KUMPELS IN KUTTEN 

[Book, 256 pages, Bucher vonne Ruhr Verlag, 
www.vonneRuhr.de] This book is written in German but I 
do an English review anyway. Because once upon a time 
in the 80ies »Metal and Thrash made in Germany« was 
an international trademark! Especially the region 
»Ruhrpott« (actually a giant dismal industrial mining- 
area in western Germany) was famous for bands like 
GRAVE DIGGER, KREATOR/TORMENTOR, SODOM, RAGE and 
many more. And »Kumpels in Kutten« tells the story how 
some juvenile miners created such an prolific music-scene 
back in the days. You read tons of anecdotes here: sto- 
ries from the local bars and venues (Mephisto, Turock, 
Zeche Carl etc.), about local zines (Rock Hard, Metal 
Hammer) and labels (Century Media, Drakkar) and how 
all this started very small and suddenly exploded (even 
German movies like »Verlierer« and TV-documentaries 
like »Thrash Altenessen« were done with the local scene- 
sters back then). So I think this book is not only interest- 
ing for Metal-fans but also for people who are general- 
ly interested in musical subcultures. There are also some 
Punk-connections when the Century Media boss names 
labels like Dischord and Alternative Tentacles as an influ- 
ence. And of course we have Karl Walterbach, who had 
his Punklabel AGR before he did the Metal-label Noise 
Records. At all times a controversial person. From todays 
point of view it’s funny to see 
how amateurish fans became 
professional musicians, label- 





bosses and zine-editors. And also how important tape- 
trading was back then! Good old times! But the book 
doesn’t spare out some negative parts of the story, for 
erample the commercialization of the scene with all the 
growing successes (musicians as »hired guns« and stuff 
like that), the crisis of the music-industry and also prob- 
lems with rightwing-shit. Reading this book was very 
entertaining, even though it also has some stylistic weak- 
nesses: Sometimes it gets a little bit pathetic and I 
would’ve been a friend of a little more structure, too. The 
book is not very chronological and sometimes it’s a little 
bit confusing with some guest-articles/band-portraits 
and especially the dozens of personal names. An index 
of names would’ve been helpful. But anyway, this was a 
fun read (including tons of rare photos), even though 
maybe there would’ve been some more potential in that 
certain topic. Would be interesting to see this thing print- 
ed in English some time soon, who knows... The most 
important fact at the very end: CRKO’s bubblegum and 
Powerpop connoisseur Pacino knows one of the authors 
from his younger days and hooked him on SLAYER’s 
»Reign In Blood« back then! CRKO rules it all, booya!!! 
(Bernd) 

LIFE ENDS 
Demo 2009 TAPE 

[Kink Records] Rumbling cuckoo-clock-DIY-Punk-Grind 
from Freiburg/Germany. The songs were recorded in the 
rehearsal room but this tapew kicks ass quite well. 
Absolutely cool is the lovingly made mini-booklet! 
Maybe not all the lyrics (mostly German/some English) 
are worth a literature-price, but LIFE ENDS definitely 
have the right sense of humor and sometimes they can 
say more clever things in just 2 lines than other rogues on 
a whole album, hehe. (Bernd) 

LIFE ENDS / CORROSIVE 

Fallen lassen in ein odes Leben 10“ 

[Fucking Kill/Useless/Kink] Haha, the three label names 
sound really funny in the right constellation: »Fucking Kill 
Useless Kink!« Can somebody please do a song out of 
this?!? This lOinch is a sympathetic DIY release (all the 
band members seem to be friendly beer drinkers, as the 
cover photo suggests) and both bands play rough Grind- 
Punk with an edge of Powerviolence. The LIFE ENDS side 
of this platter runs on 45 rpm, and 2 songs here could 
also be found on the 2009 demo tape, but the band has 
improved their recording-quality and taped the tunes in 
a studio, not the rehearsal room. The CORROSIVE side runs 
on 33 rpm, they »sing« in German, but all the lyrics are 
translated into English on the sleeve. Both bands fit 
together very well, only the cover looks a bit strange. All 
the fonts look like they were made with a dot matrix 
printer. Is this a new fancy DIY-look? (Bernd) 

PLANKS 

The Darkest Of Grays LP [Per Koro] 

Solicit To Fall 12“ [Institut fur mentale Hygiene] 

The »Darkest Of Grays« album comes in a gatefoldcov- 
er and a poster with Poe-quote. InsideOut print on rough 
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cardboard is indeed a beautiful thing to feel, but I have Swedish band MORBID! Insane! Compared to this I think I the right dose ... more of this would be like a Viagra- 

to say it’s not very benefeting for the display of such a can piss off with my lousy softcover-zine with 7inch, overdose, haha. If you can laugh with/about bands like 

dark black-laden artwork. It looks kinda blurry, but haha... The foreword by Slayer-mastermind Metalion has STEEL PANTHER you should definitely check out SYZZY 

well... PLANKS play gloomy desperate metallic Hardcore some inspiring lines about the ups and downs of doing a ROXX, too! (Bernd) 

a la TRAGEDY, old NEUROSIS, FROM ASHES RISE and they fanzine and he sometimes speaks my heart out. »This is 

do this very well. Generally the music is very slow but a tribute to how things were and never will be again.« UNEARTHLY TRANCE 

sometimes the band is also drifting into Black Metal- And that’s the truth about xeroxed or printed zines: does V CD 

esque high-speed parts. But my personal drawback in it still make any sense at all to do a fanzine plus vinyl- [Relapse] One hour of slow Doom-Noisecore-Sludge- 

PLANKS are definitely the vocals, based on monotonous format in times of internet-blogs and mp3-downloads? Metal. My ears are bleeding while EYEHATEGOD, 

and boring Hardcore-shouting. Really, they create a very How long will I continue with this? I don’t know! Metalion MELVINS and NEUROSIS scream their vociferous hello. The 

thick and dark atmosphere and then there’s this totally indicates that the #20 might be the last issue ever of combination of the gloomy music with the occult-tinged 

boring shouting you heard from dozens of average Slayer Mag. Sad, but a consistent approach. Since this is cover (goat, trident, flames) and the mysterious, cryptic 

bands before. Fortunately the strong music of the the first issue for several years, some articles are a little lyrics result in a dark and powerful overall-picture, even 

PLANKS can compensate this taint a little bit, but with a older but this is what you find in the zine: WATAIN, M0R- if this is sometimes a little bit too straining for my nerves 

more intense and inventive vocal-performance the band BID, WHIPLASH (incl. some anecdotes about NYHC), a (and ears). But I think UNEARTHLY TRANCE don’t do this 

would be even better as they are now. Thankfully there tribute to Quorthon and BATHORY, 666, SADUS, KREATOR, kinda music to win any beauty contests... (Bernd) 
are some spoken words on each side of »The Darkest Of SAVAGE THRUST, MEDIEVAL, INVIDIOUS, DEATHRASH, 

Grays« and I think it’s the log-lady from Twin Peaks... OBSCURITY, NOCTURNAL GRAVES, SADISTIK EXEKUTION, UNION OF SLEEP 

Thanx log-lady, you did a better job than the regular SUNN 0))), GROTESQUE (interview with Tompa from DIS- Death In The Place Of Rebirth LP 

singer! The »Solicit To Fall« 1 2inch was recorded in the FEAR/AT THE GATES), NECROMANCER, MASTER'S HAMMER, [Per Koro] What a monster-record!!! A hard rockin’ and 

same session as »The Darkest Of Grays« and according- DESTROYER 666, PAGAN ALTAR, STRID, JARBOE, FUNERAL deep tuned dirty monster rolls over you, grabs you and 

ly the same things I said on the LP apply for this release. MIST, NIFELHEIM plus some (very few) reviews. All PC-nit- bangs you to death! A nihilistic beast, somewhere 

One-sided-play and there’s a laser-etching on the flip, pickers out there: please note that I haven’t checked all between Sludge, Hardcore/Crust, Metal and Doom. On 

but this looks very poor. Why not use a really impressive bands for any NSBM-connections. You’ll get your dose of the guitar we have Asche, who already did a lot of song- 

motive when there’s the possibility to do do such a laser- controversy here for sure, e.g. picture-pages and a writing for the mighty NOW-DENIAL. But UNION OF SLEEP 

etching?!? PLANKS are really good but I think they don’t poster of DISSECTION’S Jon Nodtveidt (which gives the is even 2 times heavier than THE NOW-DENIAL! 8 songs, 

tap their full potential yet. This is also one of the German strange impression that the mysterious MLO seems to be no bullshit! I always missed the band live, hope I can 

bands that will soon be released on Southern Lord. some kinda Black Metal motorcycle club, with all those make it sometime soon to a show! This tastes like sweat, 

(Bernd) »MLO warrior« and »Death Squad« patches). But I think beer and blood! (Bernd) 

that’s what the Slayer Mag is basically all about: it’s a 

SECRETS OF THE MOON big »Fuck You« to mainstream and common sense. And UNTIL THE LIGHT TAKES US 

Antithesis 2-LP that’s a good attitude, even though I might not always [DVD, www.rapideyemovies.de] After several books 

The Ambience Of A Dead Star 12“ agree with what Metalion is writing or what bands he (»Lords Of Chaos«) and documentaries (»Black Metal 

Them Bones & This Inner Soil 7“ features. The design of the zine is oldschool Satanica«) it is now »Until The Light Takes Us« that tries 

[Lupus Lounge/Prophecy] A small vinyl-offensive by this copied/pasted for the most part, which looks great. And to bring light into the darkness and mystery of Black 

Metalband from Osnabruck/Germany. First in line is the in the end not everything here is totally grim and evil, just Metal. To be precise, this DVD illuminates the Norwegian 

»Antithesis« album that was originally released in 2006. look at all those funny Arne Babb cartoons... A few scene of the early 90ies: the beginnings, the church- 

At that time I went to school with SOTM-singer/guitarist words on the MORBID-1 2inch: As you might know Per burnings, murders and finally the decline of the »old« 

sG and I still remember how impressed I was when he Yngve Ohlin sang in this early-Death-Metal outfit from Black Metal. For the most part this project is conducted 

gave me this album on CD. On this record the band Stockholm. The guy who later joined MAYHEM under the by interviews with scene-protagonists, and the main- 

emancipated a lot from the narrowing Black Metal corset name »Dead« and found his sad end in Norway. But characters for this DVD are definitely Fenriz (DARK- 

and created an intensity and atmosphere that still there were also later NIHILIST/ENTOMBED-members in THRONE) und Varg Vikernes (BURZUM). But also people 

reminds me a lot of the »Monotheist« album by CELTIC the band: LG Petrov and Uffe Cederlund (with the funny like Hellhammer (MAYHEM), Frost (SATYRICON) and others 

FROST, that came out around the same time. The 2-LP is pseudonyms Napoleon Pukes and Drutten). I have have their say. The interesting thing is, that you can 

pressed on heavy vinyl, packed in a gatefold-sleeve searched for MORBID-recordings every now and then but (depending on what the interviewed persons want to 

(with some linernotes and a small interview) and it has until now I only knew »Wings Of Funeral« from the com- reveal about themselves) get an insight into the thoughts 

the bonus-song »Father«, which seems to use some pilation for Daniel Ekeroth’s book »Swedish Death of the protagonists. For example, Hellhammer demon- 

METALLICA-influences. The 1 2inch »The Ambience Of A Metal«. This 1 2inch also has »Wings Of Funeral« but in strates how a great musician can be a complete idiot. 

Dead Star« offers 4 songs (including a DEAD CAN DANCE another version. The interview in the Mag sez that one of Fenriz appears as the misunderstood (but somehow like- 

cover), reorded in 2004. Compared to »Antithesis« the the old members dug out three songs that have never able and very social) music freak who never wanted this 

sound is a little bit unpolished but the music already indi- been released or bootlegged before. »Wings Of whole development of »his« music. While Frost seems to 

cates the developments of the future. The whole thing is Funeral« and the long »Tragic Dream/From The Dark« be more open to external interest (in this case by a visu- 

very dark and atmospheric, not much singing, but here seem to be from the same rehearsalroom-session (includ- al-artist) and uses this for a bloody (but effective) self- 

and there some spooky recitations. The last release is the ing oldschool tape noises), while »Necrodead« is an presentation on a vernissage in Milan. There’s also this 

»Them Bones/This Inner Soil« 7inch that is packed in a absolutely insane and raw live piece from the first MOR- hilarious scene with Frost and a little boy in an airplane, 

beautiful little gatefold-cover. »Them Bones« is a quite BID show ever. It cuts your ears off with a rusty knife! So cool! When worlds collide... Of course the most con- 

surprising tune - a coverversion of ALICE IN CHAINS with Essential stuff for oldschool-lovers. (Bernd) troversial person is Varg, the murderer of MAYHEM-band 

female vocals, from the sessions for the 2009-album leader Euronymous, who gives his interviews in prison 

»Privilegivm«. »This Inner Soil« is from the »Antithesis« SYZZY ROXX and talks crude stuff and shitty rightwing-bullshit. I’m still 

sessions and represents the style that S0TM disciplined at Your Girlfriend’s Favourite Band CD not sure about Varg’s character, whether these things are 

that time, paired with PANTERA-esque riffing and a harsh [RockRange] Hairspray-Metal may have been one of the in fact his true beliefs, or whether everything he does 

punch that almost reminds me of MINISTRY. (Bernd) worst crimes of the 80ies, but this record is really funny. and says is perhaps the most extreme form of self-pres- 

SYZZY ROXX is a band from my local region and I’ve entation that I have ever witnessed. The movie is very 

SLAYER MAG #20 + MORBID 12“ already seen them live a few times and it was always a well done and you learn a lot from it. The presentation is 

[100 pages, circa 30,- €, myspace.com/slayermagazine] shitload of fun. Entertainment galore with cowbells, ani- not judgmental, if you watch this you have to draw your 

The Slayer Mag always was kind of a mystery to me. I’ve mal-print shirts and spandex-pants! You know, this gag own conclusions from what you see and hear. A little 

heard and read about it (e.g. in »Lords Of Chaos« or doesn’t work with every band, but SYZZY ROXX get the background knowledge is helpful if you watch this, oth- 

other books) but I never actually held a copy in my job done quite well because they are really good musi- erwise it may be a little bit confusing to follow the whole 

hands. Nevertheless this Norwegian fanzine was always cians. The songs are very catchy, always good to sing story. But anyone who is interested in the topic should 

one of the most important publications for the worldwide along and the music brings you immediately in the mood watch the DVD in any case. There are also deleted 

extreme Metal underground-scene, in particular the for sexual intercourse, if ya know what I’m talking about. scenes, outtakes and a 1 6-page booklet. (Bernd) 

Black Metal scene. The # 20 is the first issue after 6-7 There are only 6 songs on 
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By Magnus Sellergren (January 201 1) 

With the internet being reduced to just another damn source to fulfill your »consumer needs« and me missing the old out- 
law-days from it’s childhood (rabid smurf hate-groups and eskimo-porn comes to mind), I still gotta admit every now and 
then the damn thing works and you stumble across something genuinely cool! The information is still out there and even 
though The Forces That Be decided to drown out most of it in a flood of shit like the latest gossip about Paris Hilton, it’s 
somewhat accessible if you don’t mind doing a little bit of research. Even though it’s intended possibilities have been skew- 
ered it’s still kinda like a library with the exception all the books are spread out over the damn floor and the librarian had 
a bit too much Arkansaw Polio Weed in her days, if you know what I mean. Still, every now and then you just luck out. 
Searching YouTube of all places for the latest surreal clip starring some weird US TV-preacher I stumbled across experimen- 
tal stoner-trio MEGACHURCH, performing an awesome track entitled »The Gay Agenda« live at Studio-A in Cleveland. Just 
seconds into the opening riff I was hooked and had to find out more! A quick search on Google results in me finding their 
MySpace (myspace.com/megachurchofcleveland) that offers up three tracks taken off their debut EP. Listening to the songs 
gave me that rare, enjoyable feeling all of us music nerds long for where the band just delivers one great song after the 
next one, and I find myself blasting the three songs over and over while working that day. To keep it short: we re talking 
damn near brilliant stuff! Heavy bass-driven songs filled out with samples taken off insane sermons from various American 
TV-preachers, served up with a really unique take on the genre, I might add. Anyway, I send ‘em an e-mail requesting info 
on shipment and days later the money has been sent through PayPal and I eagerly await it’s arrival. It arrives the follow- 
ing week. The EP offers six tracks in total, clocking in at around half an hour, excellently recorded and with a workman- 
ship holding such a high level I find it hard to believe they don’t have any backing from a label whatsoever! I just had to 
find out more about this fascinating band, so I jotted down some questions and mailed it to Brian. Ladies and gentlemen: 
Lemme introduce you to Brian, Dan and Mikey - MEGACHURCH! 


First off, thanks so much for doing this! Shall we start 
with the name in itself? I think most people outside the 
US don’t really know what a Megachurch is, so how 
about a short explanation of the phenomenon and why 
you chose that name. 

A » megachurch « is basically an Evangelical Christian 
church that has inflated to the size of an arena. They 
often resemble a shopping mall, or even an airport ter- 
minal in their appearance... gift shops, restaurants, cof- 
fee shops, etc all surrounding a huge auditorium where 
they have worship services that look like a large rock 
concert. These services are often televised, or recorded 
for the use of DVD sales. It does seem to be a soley 
American phenomenon, and in turn often showcases 
some of the worst misogynistic, homophobic, bigoted 
views that it’s leaders have to offer. So yeah, that’s a real 
long way of saying it’s like if church was like a huge 
McDonald’s. 

So tell me a little about the band! When and how did 
you guys form? Who plays what? 

We were formed out of pure volcanic rock. Brian Hill: 
Bass, sample-triggering. Dan Price: Drums. Mikey 
Baranick: Bass. Only us 3 members. The trinity. 

So, did you decide up front not to include a guitar play- 
er in the line-up or was it just the way it turned out? 

The idea of forming this band was to use only 2 basses 
and drums and see what happened. The samples came 
later, but no guitars were really ever considered. 

Listening to your record and seeing the live clips avail- 
able online it’s pretty obvious you’re seasoned musi- 
cians. Any previous outfits you’ve played with? 

Brian and Dan were in a band called THIS IS EXPLOD- 
ING. Dan was also the drummer of the band 


MACHINE GO BOOM with Mikey. Both of these 
bands called it quits and MEGACHURCH just kind of 
happened. 

Influences? You guys gotta be the first instrumental 
stoner act I at least heard of. Where do you find your 
inspiration? 

We’re all individually into different styles of music. I 
think our sound just comes out of those differences. We 
get compared to bands we’ve never heard of sometimes, 
which is great because we get turned on to music we did- 
n’t even know existed. 

Give us an example! What have you guys spinning at 
home on the stereo right now? 

Mikey is listening to a lot of BRAINBOMBS and FLIP- 
PER recently. Brian tends to lean more towards elec- 
tronic music a lot. Dan’s probably listening to a talk- 
radio podcast right about now. 

How about older instrumental music? Any of you guys 
being into Dick Dale, THE VENTURES, Link Wray etc? 

I grew up listening to THE VENTURES, and Booker T 
and the MG’s from my parents listening to that kind of 
stuff. 

Although you sound nothing like them I’d guess at least 
one of you own a record with MAN OR ASTRO MAN... 

Mikey has a good quote for that: »The first time I saw 
MAN OR ASTROMAN play live I thought my head 
was going to explode, they were so awesome.« 

The writing process - are you just jamming it out in the 
rehearsal space or do you have one person who writes 
most of the stuff? 

Usually Brian will come up with a good initial riff and we 
all just run with it from there. 



The samples are a pretty important part of the songs 
()>The Second Coming« comes to mind where the song in 
itself seems built around the sermon used). Where do 
you find this stuff? Any of you guys into that whole 
tape-collecting scene? 

We get our samples from YouTube right now, mostly. 

So let’s talk about the album! This EP is your first right? 
Tell me a little about it ’cause the sleeve just mentions 
the studio. How long did it take to record? Any fun 
anecdotes about the sessions? It sounds like it was 
done live. 

It was recorded in one weekend at a now defunct studio 
called ‘Zombie Proof. That place was great and is sorely 
missed. It was basically a warehouse space in Cleveland, 
Ohio that a collective of artists and bands used for 
rehearsals during the week, and was a recording studio 
on weekends. 

The sleeve art in itself is pretty cool. Who made it? 
Anywhere you can check out other work of the artist? 

An artist named John G. He’s a pretty busy fellow 
around the Cleveland area. His work is pretty amazing! 
Check out his blog: 
http:/ / ninepanelgrid.blogspot.com 

I was amazed you didn’t have any record label backing 
you! Has anyone been in touch with you so far? Have 
you sent it out to radio and/or labels? 

Have not heard from any labels. Even the local ones 
around here passed on our EP originally. Some might be 
afraid of copyright infringements. 

My fave track off the EP is »The Gay Agenda«, but it 
uses some pretty harsh sentiments from some preacher. 
Is it Jerry Falwell? 

The Gay Agenda's intro is Jimmy Swaggart (a 
MEGACHURCH sample-favorite). From there on out 
it’s Pat Robertson. Both equally crazy. 

What about the live shows? Looking at both your 
MySpace and Facebook you seem to be getting quite a 
lot of shows right now. How many have you played so 
far? 


Too many to count at this point. We played our first 
show on Friday the 13th of March in 2009. I think we 
had 4 songs at that show. 

What’s the audience reaction like when you play live? 
Are they into it or do you get drunks complaining: 
»Hey! There’s NO VOCALS!« 

The fact that we have no lead singer seems to have actu- 
ally helped us more than anything. We’ve reached more 
people than would have heard us otherwise. That being 
said, every show we play we inevitably get some guy 
afterwards that wants to be our singer. Which is a nice 
thing and all, but we always have to explain that we’re 
happy with the way things are already. I remember the 
first time we did an interview with the local free arts zine 
out here and the guy asked »so right now you don’t have 
a lead singer ... do you guys plan on writing real songs in 
the future?« I just burst out laughing. That was great. 

Any reactions from the »stoner scene« considering 
you’ve got a pretty unique sound compared to the other 
acts? Or just overall reactions to it. I myself has been 
raving about it online as well among friends but 
searching the internet I really didn’t find that much info 
and/or reviews. 

We just keep playing shows. The reaction has been very 
positive since our first gig. We often end up on eclectic 
bills. Sometimes with punk/indie-pop/metal. It’s 
helped us get heard by a lot of different crowds. 

Any really weird combos? 


Well, there was that one show that had like 5 acoustic 
and/or twee-pop bands. We just set up on the floor to 
surprise and scare the crowd. They ended up really get- 
ting into it. 


Sounds great! Thanks for the interview guys! 
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The CRKO-newcomer-radar! (TERRIBLE FEELINGS) 


NEWCOMER-RADAR 




I think an important concern of a FANzine should be, to indicate on new, cool but unknown bands. And that’s the reason for this 
new rubric: The CRKO-newcomer-radar! There are so many unknown but awesome bands out there and it’s my true believe that they 
need more attention. Here you have two of ‘em: TERRIBLE FEELINGS from Sweden and DERBY DOLLS from Germany! Check ‘em out! 

^ — ► 



By Bernd, January 201 1 

July 2010: Just got a mail from a Swedish band with 
mp3, asking for a release. You know, I get a lot of 
mails from bands and most of those bands are crap, 
cheap hardrock, silly shoppingmall-punk, stuff like 
that. Sad but true ... But sometimes you just hit the 
bull’s eye and this new band was a direct hit: the 
TERRIBLE FEELINGS! Four twenty-somethings 
from Malmo: Manuela sings, Anton plays guitar and 
sings, Willy plays bass and Andy plays drums. Back 
then they described their sound as »sorta DIS- 
CHARGE meets LOST SOUNDS mixed with surf- 
guitars and 80ies Swedish punkrock. Or something. It's 
very melodic. « Sounded interesting to me and the 
mp3’s they sent were absolute blasts! Those were the 
4 songs the TERRIBLE FEELINGS had on their 
first demo and you’ll find a rave review on that one 
somewhere else in this issue of the CRKO. A few 
weeks later I received a tour-diary from Rob (STAT- 
UES) for CRKO #1 and he voted an » AMAZ- 
ING !!!« (capital letters with three exclamation 
marks!) for the performance of the TERRIBLE 
FEELINGS when they supported the STATUES in 
Malmo. At that time I already talked with the band 
about a release and ... but wait, I think it’s better to 
start with a little band-history than to talk about 
future things: »We formed in the fall of 2009, hut the 
idea had been in Manuela’ s head for quite some time. 
Anton and Manuela are like brother and sister, so 
they’re fighting all the time. One of the initial ideas was 
to be a Billy Idol tribute-band. But the basic impetus 
was to do something that was thoroughly thought 
through and set apart from other punk bands in our 
town.« Billy Idol?! Thank god it turned out to what 
the band calls »black angst-ridden power-pop «! A 
band name like TERRIBLE FEELINGS also implies 
that the bandmembers had some hard times in their 
life... »No, the only tragedy that occurred was when 
our car died in the middle of Gothenburg City. And of 
course when Myspace changed their whole platform and 
infrastructure, which sucked. Anton made up the band’s 


name, or actually accidentally stumbled upon it while 
aimlessly surfing the internet. He found it on a blog 
about a person who spoke while sleeping. His wife used 
to record everything he said and some night when 
dreaming about furry animals he allegedly screamed 
‘terrible terrible feelings'. There’s no meaning behind it, 
it sounds and looks cool.« In October 2010 I finally 
had the chance to see TERRIBLE FEELINGS live 
in Oberhausen/Germany and it was absolutely 
great! » We’ve played quite a lot considering our brief 
existence and Andy’s busy tour schedule with SISTA 
SEKUNDEN. Hopefully when we get our releases out, 
there’ll be better opportunities for proper touring.« Oh 
yeah, the SISTA SEKUNDEN thingy ... I talked to 
Andy in Oberhausen, always thinking ‘I know this 
guy from somewhere’ but I couldn’t figure out the 
connection before I was back home. Stupid me! But 
actually the band doesn’t need any namedropping 
like this, even though the members played/play in a 
couple of other outfits: » Andy plays guitar in SISTA 
SEKUNDEN and used to play in INTENSITY, 
SATANIC SURFERS, ASEBIA, DESPITE and some 
other cool bands. Anton played in a band called 
PRETTY WHORES. Pretty generic punkrock 
but they had a quite good following. They've 
given up on that project now and started over, 
same guys under a different yet-to-be-made-up 
name. Willy plays drums in 2 death metal proj- 
ects on the side, one called ABOMINATION 
TEMPLE , the other COFFINFEEDER. 
Manuela and Anton had a short-lived project 
called ACID EYES, and Manuela had a band in 
Portugal like five years ago called TACK FOR 
INGET.« Hmm, do I have to be confused 
about that Portugal-thingy? I thought you are 
from cold Sweden... Manuela: »I lived in 
Lisbon for a summer, and was a bit bored so me 
and some friends decided to start a band. We rehearsed 
like 3 times, and then we recorded. Three of the songs 
actually made it on a split 7inch with a Spanish band, 
on this (very inactive) label: 


myspace.com/discoshillsidestrangler. 

You can listen to the band here: 
myspace.com/ tackforinget. 

It was very much just for fun, but the music turned out 
pretty good.« Okay, but today it’s Sweden and not 
Portugal, so what’s to say about Malmo? » We all live 
in Malmo now except for Willy. But were all more or 
less from Lund which is quite adjacent to Malmo. Both 
cities have good scenes. But what's a scene anyway, a 
bunch of people nagging about what’s right and wrong. 
We like to think of it as people instead. Malmo has the 
best people. Good bands are HARDA TIDER, 
HERATYS, SLOA KNIVAR, MF/MB /, DIPPER, 
SELF ABUSE. THE FUCKYOUFINGERS are great 
too but they're not from here. Manuela puts up shows, 
but the turnout in Malmo for the bands she likes is usu- 
ally really small, so we’ll see how long she’ll keep it up. 
Andy runs Instigate Records with his left hand while his 
4 employees do all the dirty work. He used to make a 
fanzine called HDHC which is now the name of his art- 
work empire where he designs t-shirts and album art- 
works Uh, looks like the TERRIBLE FEELINGS 
schedule is very packed. So what’s next? »We just 
recorded four songs which we plan to release both in 
Europe and Japan. « YES, and that’s the point where 
I can announce that I am the lucky one to put out 
two of those songs on nice black wax on my tiny label 
Timmeheiehumme Records. And guess what?!? The 
7inch is already out! And it rips! Go get it, make me 
rich, haha! The other 2 songs are out, too, as a co- 
release between Sabotage Records (Germany) and 
Manuela’s new label. The TERRIBLE FEELINGS 
will tour Germany and Europe in June 2011. » We'll 
probably record some more songs until we start working 
on a full length. A few labels are interested, but no cham- 
pagne yet. Scotch Tapes from Canada is releasing a 
crazy limited 7inch flexidisc, and also a cassette with 
some of the songs from the demo sessions Sounds 
great! Well, dear reader, if you are kinda bored about 
my waves of excitement about the TERRIBLE 
FEELINGS just listen to them you will understand 
... Just a great band and cool people! Or listen to 
their own words: » Were cunning. Cunning Wizards. 
Other bands play, TERRIBLE FEELINGS kills. « 


Contact data: 

www.myspace.com/ terriblefeelings 
www.facebook.com/ terriblefeelings 
www.terriblefeelings.blogspot.com 
terriblefeelings(a) gmail.com 
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The CRKO-newcomer-radar! (DERBY DOLLS) | MODERN PETS 



By Bernd (January 201 1) 

DERBY DOLLS formed in fall 2006 in 
Tubingen/ Germany and the current line-up is 
Momo (drums), Philipp (bass), Moritz (guitar) and 
Helen (vocals). I think the first time I got aware of 
the DERBY DOLLS was in summer 2007, when 
they sent me their demo-tape. Yeah, that’s good taste 
- they sent a tape, not a crappy CD-R So they had 
my sympathy and I liked them even more after I lis- 
tened to that 5-track-tape: great, snotty Punkrock 
with excellent female vocals! Think of TILT or THE 
GITS. Since then they had a couple of more releases: 
their full-length CD album »Rich Kids Love Hate« 
(That Lux Good Records) is sold out, but a split- 
7inch with LIBERTY MADNESS (That Lux Good) 
and another split 7inch with THE MALADROITS 


are still available. 
Their sound changed 
a little bit in the last 4 
years: »In this band 
punk-rock and power- 
pop walk hand in hand 
- more and more 
towards a 80ies 
Deutschpunk direction 
(think of IDEAL or 
HANS-A-PLAST). 
To our surprise some 
reviewers talk about 
similarities to the 
BUZZCOCKS. Were 
into fine basslines, sim- 
ple guitar-chords, 
uptempo drums and a 
mix of catchy melodies 
and NDW-vocals. 
Well also be on the upcoming ' Killed By Radio Trash ' 
compilation (P.Trash Records). And finally we record- 
ed 8 new songs which we need to be released!« Okay 
label-guys, that was a broad hint, here’s your chance! 
Contact the DERBY DOLLS and make sure you 
check out those songs - I’ve listened to them, they’re 
fantastic! The DERBY DOLLS did some touring, 
too: »We were on tour last year and the year before. 
Next one will be in summer 201 2. We play for food and 
hugs!« Well, food and hugs is good, but summer 
2012 seems a little bit far away in the future. The rea- 
son is HYSTERESE, a side-project of Helen and 
Moritz: »Helen and Moritz started HYSTERESE for 
some darker mid-tempo stuff and they will be on tour in 
fall 2011. « So if you can’t catch the DERBY DOLLS 
keep an eye open for HYSTERESE! Some other 



MODERN PETS 


After I’ve listened to the song Application deadline arrived<( for the first time I instantly got me the »Killing 
Sounds for Rotting People«- 7inch EP by the MODERN PETS and since then I’m a big fan! Reason enough to 
meet the guys from the capital of Germany via e-mail and drop a bunch of questions. 


Let’s start off with your band’s name and the story 
behind the MODERN PETS. When have you guys 
founded the band, what place are you based and 
who are Toby, Berny, Axel and Jay? 

There’s no big story behind the name, it was just a 
stupid idea which sounded good and rememberable 
to our ears. There are also no big stories about how 


we came together, it was just like most bands are 
coming together ... a few friends who are kind of into 
the same music blablabla ... . If you’d read the infos 
on myspace more carefully, you would have recog- 
nized that we are not longer Toby, Berny, Axel, 
Jay .. . . Berny got replaced through Timey the hustler 
now.... But we’ll start at the beginning here: The 


side-projects of the DERBY DOLLS are the 
PLUMBUMS (a tiny pop-punk combo, again Helen 
and Moritz) and the CHEAP TRICKish SMALL- 
TOWN ROCKETS (Philipp is one of the guitar 
players). Momo was in a band called VERFAULT 
but yours truly doesn’t know if this outfit still exists. 
Anyhow - four people, five bands - it seems as if 
there is something going on in Tubingen: »We 
rehearse in Tubingen and got all kinds of shows here, 
from power-violence to bubblegum-pop. The center of 
the 'scene' is the ‘Epplehaus’. The shows are DIY and 
low priced. Coolest bands in town are BAVARIA 
BOOTSKIOSK and TOLERANZGRENZE. And 
Helen and Moritz are active in some kind of ‘secret soci- 
ety' called ‘Ack Ack Ack'.« You see: These kids know 
how to do it, check 'em out! 



Contact data: 

myspace.com/thederbydolls 

neuromo(S)gmx.de 


band was founded in early 2009 in Stuttgart. At first 
it was more or less a project, what means that we did- 
n’t practiced that often and took it really easy. Also 
Berny and Jay played in a lot of other bands like 
LIGHTS OUT!, LIBERTY MADNESS, OBTRU- 
SIVE, EYES OF MEDUSA [ ... ] at that time, which 
made it not easier. In summer 2009 we played some- 
thing like a first gig at the cellar of a friend from 
Heilbronn together with THE BIKES from Berlin. 
Maybe that was the point where we decided to take 
it a bit more serious with MODERN PETS. We 
started to rehearse more often and recorded a demo 
in autumn 2009. We put the stuff up on myspace and 
then everything got really fast. We played our first 
gigs in Leipzig, Berlin and Stuttgart in December 
2009 and when F.Y.I.T.H. Records put the stuff out 
in the beginning of 2010, it was sold out within a 
week or so. We recorded a 7inch with Smail Shock in 
Berlin in January 2010 then and decided to play a big 
tour in summer 2010 to promote the stuff. During a 
short break in February, Jay met Litty from 
Priigelprinz Records in Thailand. He showed him 
the recordings we did with Smail and 5 minutes later 
we had a »recorddeal«, P.Trash Records and 
Modern Action Records (US) jumped on board a 
few weeks later and things started to work. We 
played shitloads of shows in spring 2010 and a 20 day 
tour through Germany, Netherlands, Switzerland in 
June/July. We all decided to move to Berlin some- 
time in spring 2010, cause living in southern 
Germany totally sucked and also we wanted to go on 
with that band. So, Jay quit his other bands and after 
the tour in summer 2010 we started to move to 
Berlin. Sadly, Berny got lost at one point and decid- 
ed to stay in southern Germany to go on with his 
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other band LIBERTY MADNESS and to record 
other bands... But during the summertour we 
played a few shows together with MINUS APES 
from Berlin and fell in love with their guitarist. So 
Timey came on board and during September 2010 
we already practiced with Timey. We played a 20 day 
European tour then (Germany, Netherlands, 
Belgium, France, Spain, Switzerland) in October 
2010 and recorded another 7inch in November. So, 
here we are now, based in Berlin and the current line- 
up is Axel (Bass/vocals), Toby (guitar/ vocals), Jay 
(drums/vocals) and Timey 
(guitar/ vocals). 

Besides the band, tell us a 
little more about what you 
do in your life, your spare 
time... whatever? 

Since we’re doing this band 
more serious, there’s not 
really something like spare time. Axel started to go to 
school again in Berlin to get his High-school acquisi- 
tion, cause it’s a really easy way of living... earning 
money from the state, having a lot of free time... 
Timey is also in school at the moment, Toby is work- 
ing at the » Berlin horror cabinet « from time to time 
and Jay works 2 days a week as a social worker with a 
guy in a wheelchair and tries to get trained as a pro- 
fessional drummer. Besides that we like to read, to 
swim and to ride horses! 

After two 7inch releases and a sold out release on 
tape - what’s coming up in 2011? 

Well, as mentioned before, there will be another 
7inch out as a co-release between P.Trash, 
Priigelprinz, Rockstar and Modem Action Records, 
which we recorded in November 2010. It’s called 
»Vista - Alienation« and should be out in the end of 
January! [Note of the editor - It’s reviewed in this 
issue, have a look...] For 2011 we basically planned 
to have an LP out (hopefully in June), go on a U.S. 
tour (July 2011) and have another European tour (in 
October). Think we will continue to play our asses 
off with that band... 

...and what else have the MODERN PETS planned for 
their future? 

Future? C’mon that’s not really Punk! ...but to be 
serious, we’ll see what happens - there are no steady 
plans about anything, just to play as hard and as 
much as we can, as long as it fits for us! Maybe write 
some more hits, record and release more songs, do a 
world tour, stop playing music to become garden- 
ers... we think for the moment it’s enough to plan 
one year ahead. We think as a band like we are it 
won’t make any sense to plan for 2012 or something 
now, cause a lot of stuff here happens spontaneous, 
what is also cool and important for us. 

The »Killing sounds for rotten peopled 7inch has 
even been released in the USA. How come the label 
recognized you guys? How did things happen? 

We don’t know how it came that Modern Action rec- 
ognized us, but maybe it was through P.Trash 
Records. But what’s the big deal about it? We live in 
the internet-age - everyone can listen to everything 
all round the world... they dropped us a line on 
myspace, we wrote back blablabla that’s how things 
happened! Cool people by the way, they work off 
their asses for their label and bands! Hello to Johnny 
and Daniel!! 

What do people from whithin Germany say about 
what you’re doing, what kind of responses do you 
get from other countries? 

It depends on where you play, but for the most of the 
times people (whether they are from Germany or 


from foreign countries) describe us as something 
between »late 70ies and early 80ies US Punk« or 
something like »garage-trash-punk«, »Pop- 
Punk« ... .blablabla. Probably all the musical attrib- 
utes and cliches this magazine tries to fit in! The only 
thing which is different between Germany and other 
countries is that people in Germany are always com- 
plaining us to THE BRIEFS, which sucks, cause we 
simply don’t sound like THE BRIEFS. It’s not a bad 
comparison and we like THE BRIEFS very much, 
but it’s not true in the end! We think it’s because 



5 - MC 5 / High Time 
Jay: 

1 - BLACK SABBATH / We sold our souls ... 

2 - BLACK FLAG / Damaged 

3 -HEX DISPENSERS / Winchester Mystery 
House 

4 - THE VICIOUS / Alienated 

5 - AUTISTIC YOUTH / Landmine Beach 

Which band or which album in particular doesn’t 
suit you at all even though it might be kind of glo- 
rified as absolutely cool or 
iconic? 


David Hasselhoff 
Rocker, hahaha! 


Night 


most Punk-people in Germany have no anticipation 
what they are musically talking about and that they 
always search for the easiest way. So through their 
lack of musical knowledge those fuckers comparing 
you to the most popular band in the genre they think 
you are into! Fuck Germans!!! [Note of the editor - 
Ugh, I mentioned THE BRIEFS in my MODERN 
PETS review in CRKO #1, too... Fuck me!!!] 

Do you guys collect vinyls or other kinds of record- 
stuff? 

Yes we are all vinyl collectors! Jay also collects tapes 
and runs a tape-only-label, which is called 
F.Y.I.T.H.Records (myspace.com/fyithrecords)... 
From time to time somebody buys a CD or does 
some illegal downloads in the internet. 

How big are your music collections? What are your 
favorite music-styles? 

Everyone of us had to rent an extra apartment just for 
our record collections. That’s how big they are! We 
also buy a lot of rare records, just to tell our friends 
that we are better than them and to show around that 
we are the coolest fuckers in town! It’s the best! 
Music styles which are preferred are really different 
here and go from Pop over Hip-Hop to Metal and 
back. To mention all the stuff that is related and 
important here are the bands top-5-lists (don’t forget 
that this is more or less only a snapshot): 

Toby: 

1 - HANSA PLAST / 1 

2 - SPERMBIRDS / Something to prove 

3 - CUTE LEPERS / Smart Accessories 

4 - SUBHUMANS / The day the country died 

5 - SHIFTERS / st. LP 

Axel: 

1 - STEVE ADAMYK BAND / New LP! 

2 - SCIENTISTS / Pissed on another planet 

3 - WHEELS ON FIRE / Cherry Bomb E.P. 

4 - THE ONLY ONES / Special View 

5 - THE CURE / Boys don’t cry 

Timey: 

1 - THE ROLLING STONES / Let it bleed 

2 - Sam Gopal / Escalator 

3 - Neil Young / Everybody knows this is nowhere 

4 - Leonard Cohen / Songs of love and hate 


Who would you love most to 
cover/remake a song of 
your’s? 

Madonna and ULTRA- 
VOX! 

Have you got any suggestions for bands especially 
from Berlin? 

MINUS APES, NAILS, BIKES, ZACK ZACK, 
PUFF, NOEM, HERPES, ABOUT -.BLANKS, 
CADAVER, DISCO VIETNAM, SHORT FUSE, 
blablabla... 

You also played a show in Berlin with the incredible 
good new Swedish band TERRIBLE FEELINGS when 
they did their first shows in Germany in fall 2010 - 
do like them? 

The show with TERRIBLE FEELINGS was awe- 
some! Not only that the music blew us all away, also 
they seem to be very nice and cool people. At the 
moment we plan to play some shows with them 
together in Denmark and Sweden in June. 

Is there anybody you'd like to spend a whole night 
with drinking in a bar ‘til you get dead pissed? 

Ugly Kid Kowitz! 

What was the best or worst experience on tour you- 
’ve ever had? 

There are tons of stories, one of the funniest might 
be this one: On our last tour one day we woke up in 
a hotel room in Almeria/ Spain and there was a pile of 
shit sitting on a chair... until now nobody knows what 
happened during that night . . . The worst that recent- 
ly happened was at the same morning, when we had 
to clean this chair... Best? Worst? Somebody who’s 
interested in stories like that? Go on tour yourself! 

What’s the most funny joke you’ve ever been told? 

»CRKO-Fanzine does good and interesting inter- 
views !« 

Alright, thanks a lot for answering the questions! If 
there’s anything else you’d like to say, have a go! 

Thanks for the interview! Rattakadavar! 



www.myspace.com/modernpets 
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CYANIDE PILLS | THE KIDNAPPERS 



By Hartung (January 201 1) 


The CYANIDE PIUS are a young, loud and poppy band from Leeds (U.K.). They 
sound like the soundtrack to all of those bubblegum teen films of the past. But 
is it really new what the CYANIDE PILLS let go on the music world and do we 
need another band which serves this style? YES, we need the the CYANIDE 
PILLS! They are originality, high energy, catchy and easy to listen to, with a 
tinny production working really well. I had an e-mail conversation with 


CYANIDE PILLS singer Phil... 

Phil, you’ve got a virgin.com mail-adress, do you 
work there? 

I do not work for Virgin! It’s just a Email address like 
AOL or BT etc... Mr Branson did release »Never 
mind the Bollocks « but he went downhill from then 
on. 

In your first release there was a girl in the band, 
she was playing the bass guitar, why did she leave? 

Her name is Corrine, a good bass player. But we fell 
out, she didn’t like the way some of us behaved (alco- 
hol, drugs etc...). It ended in a big punch-up after a 
show. Now we have 'The Trick’ so all is now OK. 
The Irony is that now she’s left we have ‘cleaned up’ 


a bit! 

Let’s talk about the band 
history. Tell us a little bit 
about you, who are you, 
and how did you get 
together? 

We have been together for 
a few years, playing live, 
making our own records 
like most bands. We never 
really tried to sell ourselves 
or play the 'music buisness’ 
game. We do it because its 
fun. We met Ian from 
Damaged Goods Records 
at one of our shows now he 
puts our records out. Ian 
Damaged is a good bloke, 
unlike most people in The 
Music Industry who are 
money grabbing Cunts. 

Which bands or musical 
styles influenced you? 

Many influences, too many to list. We like BUZZ- 
COCKS for writing great Pop singles, THE 
ADVERTS for great lyrics, JOHNNY THUNDERS 
for great guitar solos, THE SWEET and THE PIS- 
TOLS (*75-‘79) for looking good. CRASS, THE 
CLASH for attitude ... Shit! We love all sort of stuff... 
SLF, Ian Dury, THE GERMS (we supported 
them!), THE DICKIES (we are going to support 
them!), THE DICTATORS, VOIVODS, LURK- 
ERS, CRIME etc... etc... Don’t worry it’s not just old 
stuff we like... THE BRIEFS, THE CUTE LEPERS, 
BITERS, THE BITE, CLOROX GIRLS, THE 
DESPONDENTS, SUSPECT PARTS, SHARP 
OBJECTS ... loads of bands who influence or are 
influenced by the same music as us. 


Name your five favourite bands, plus favourite 
songs, that you couldn’t live without. 

Have not got favourites. I love things like DR. FEEL- 
GOOD one week then DISCHARGE the next... It’s 
a mood thing. 

How is your recent record going in the U.K. and 
internationally? How are the responses to it? 

The Album has done good, I don’t know or care how 
many we have sold but all the reviews has been great! 
Apart from one but that reviewer is an idiot. We must 
have sold a few because Ian wants us to record anoth- 
er and he said he would pay! 

How do people like your concerts in the U.K. and 
internationally? Is the crowd mainly younger people 
or do you get the die hard punk rocker? 

We have great concerts with a mix of young and old, 
Just wish they would spit and Pogo more! I hope 
Germany has not forgot how to dance? 

How do you feel about the music scene in the U.K. 
especially Leeds and the surrounding area? 

There is not a scene. Well not a scene we want to part 
of. Just individuals some good some bad. 

What are your plans for 2011? 

No big plans, make more records, play live and most 
importantly keep having fun. I hope you’ll come 
along, jump around and make me feel good about 
myself. Then it’s back home to play with TV 
SMITH! 

Great, thank you very much! 

Cheers from Phil and the Pillz! 


www.myspace.com/thecyanidepills 



By Markus Pacino (December 2010) 

There are a few clear cut rules at my house: no lite beer in my ice box, no tuna on my pizza and the KID- 
NAPPERS rule! I am actually not a sucker for German bands but these three junge Manner can simply do no 
wrong. Their first record »Ransom Notes & Telephone Callscc is a classic and »Neon Signsu was the first 
release from a deutsche band on Rip Off Records. With »Will Protect You(( they’re back on Alien Snatch, the 
best label to ever come out of Germany! So, instead of having five cans of lukewarm Bier or a lousy dinner, 
you better spend your 10 bucks for a copy of their newest record. The KIDNAPPERS-twins Chris and Beat-lt 
answered the following questions. 


Hey KIDNAPPERS! First of all. I’m glad that you 
have a new record! But what took you guys so long? 
What were you doing in the last 4-5 years? 

Chris: »Neon Signs« came out in 2006, so it’s 4 
years. For me it doesn’t seem so long. We are very 
picky with songs. We throw away most of the stuff 
that we write, so it takes a long time to have a full 
album together. Also, we made the transition from 
lazy students to the real working world, that took 
some time. And the fact that two of us live in 
Hamburg and our drummer in Cologne doesn’t help 
either. 

Beat-lt: Oh and we’re also pretty lazy. Just for the 
record, in 2008 FDH from Pittsburgh rereleased our 
first Alien Snatch LP on vinyl ... so there was at least 
something happening. 

To me »Will Protect You« sounds more like early 
Bomp Records than Crypt or Estrus. Did you change 
your listening habits or style of song writing or did 
you just get a little bit older? 

Chris: No, we always liked the 70s/80s Powerpop 
stuff. It’s boring to do the same record again and 
again. »NeOn Signs « already was poppier than the 
first one. On »Will Protect You« we even pushed 
that a little bit further. But I think this is the poppiest 
we can get. I think the next recordings will be a bit 
rougher again. Live we are still trashier and more 
punk! 

Beat-lt: Early Bomp sounds good to me. Also, when 
we write stuff, we don’t say »ok, let’s do a punk song 
or let’s do a pop song« ... it just happens ... maybe we 
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are just wimps! At the moment there are so many 
pop-garage-lofi bands out there getting a little bit of 
a hype, which is good and I also like most of their 
music, but it’s about time for new real punkbands I 
think, no pop-psychedelic-country-garage blablabla 
just PUNKPUNKPUNK!!! I miss bands like BASE- 
BALL FURIES and CLONE DEFECTS, you 
know... 

I also liked that you did the recordings in Chris' 
kitchen. That sounds gemutlich. Can you tell some- 
thing about the actual process and how you are 
pleased with the results? 

Chris: First we recorded all the drum tracks in a 
rehearsal room in Cologne in one day. The rest we 
did in my apartment. I’m still very surprised that 
none of my neighbours ever complained about the 
noise because we were recording and mixing there 
on and off for almost 5 months. That’s really a big 
plus for living in St. Pauli. The good thing was that 
we didn’t have any pressure, we had enough time to 
do everything as we wanted to. We took it really slow 
only recording 1 or 2 hours every second day. We are 
very satisfied with the result. I think concerning 
songwriting and sound this is the best stuff we have 
done so far. 

Beat-lt: Plastic Bomb doesn’t like the result though 
... makes me cry! [Note of the editor - For all you 
non-German readers: Plastic Bomb is a big German 
fanzine.] 

How would you describe your experience with Rip 
Off Records? 

Chris: It was alright. The deal we had with Greg was 
good, he could have done a little bit more promotion 
but yeah... The bad thing is that his distributor 
Lumberjack/Mordam went bankrupt some time 
ago. I think there are still some records sitting 
around at their office that cannot be sold. 

Beat-lt: In 2006 there was this little »comeback« of 
Rip Off Records... but more or less the label was 
already done by then. Greg did really great work in 
the 90ies. Lots of Rip Off bands had a big influence 
on us! The last time I met him was in San Francisco, 
January 2010. He took me out for dinner, paid me 
pizza and beers. 

Including the HIGHSCH00L ROCKERS days, you must 
be in bands now for more than 12 years. Can you 
tell us about some highlights or events that will 
stick in your memories and you might tell your kids 
about? 

Chris: Fuck we are getting old!!! Yeah that’s right w T e 
had our first HIGHSCHOOL ROCKERS show in 
december 1998. There are a lot of great memories, 
crazy nights in Italy or Groningen for example. One 
of the funniest things I can remember now is one 
night when we played with some Beat Band (no 


names hahaH). Said band was headlining, we were 
drinking backstage. After their set they came back- 
stage.They’re backup singers had shakers. So right 
before they went back on stage for an encore, Timo 
took the shakers and shoved them up his ass. The 
ladies didn’t see it, grabbed the shakers and did their 
encore. We were standing in the first line laughing 
our asses of... 

Beat-lt: I can’t remember anything, it was such crazy 
ride ....duuude! 

As far as I know, you originally are from Heilbronn, 
then moved to Cologne and now live in Hamburg. 
Since I spend my whole damn life in Oberhausen, 
what is the place for a Rocker to be in Germany? 

Chris: Well, it’s definitely the bigger cities. Hamburg 
nightlife is great. Concerning live shows, Berlin and 
Cologne are pretty good too. 

Beat-lt: In Hamburg one club is sadly missed: RIP 
Beat Club! Berlin is definitely the hippest city (prob- 
ably in Europe), there is always something happen- 
ing, lots of people from all over the world move 
there, new clubs open, rents are still ok. Also the last 
couple of Berlin shows I played or went to were real- 
ly well attended, there seem to be at least a few young 
kids interested in all that music shit. In Hamburg it’s 



pretty hard with gigs sometimes. People seem bored, 
not many youngsters. Check out WILDWAX 
SHOWS! Always good! Often it’s easier to get a 
good crowd in a small city than in a big one ‘cause 
there isn’t so much nightlife overdose. 

What else are you doing? What kind of jobs or hob- 
bies do you have? 

Chris: We all have normal jobs now, My brother is 
working for a broadcast company and I’m building 
aircrafts. That all sounds pretty serious but it’s not. 
Although it’s a 40 hours a week/ 8 hours a day job it’s 
still veeery unstressful and relaxing. It’s OK for now... 
Timo just had a baby and is working for an event 
company. He is the busiest of us three. At least he 
pretends to... 

Beat-lt: My biggest hobby is Facebook! 

Oh Facebook... Do you think the whole Social 
Network-thing helps unknown bands or is it becom- 
ing more difficult since there now are so many of 
‘em out there? 

Chris: I think it’s good. It makes it easier and faster to 
discover new bands, although you discover a lot of 
more crap now as well. The new myspace is a pain in 
the ass by the way, i think it will be replaced by some 
other platform soon... 

Beat-lt: I used to like myspace, now it’s the biggest 
piece of shit ever. TOM, how can you be so fucking 
stupid to turn it into what it is now. Facebook is the 


best, I love it so much. 

What would be your advice to some punkrock 
youngsters about the attempts to hit it big? Should 
they spend their time on the road or rather become 
insurance agents? 

Chris: Become an insurance agent on the road! 

Beat-lt: You need one good idea, one idea and then 
let people work for you, that’s the best ... but it’s hard. 
Or you need to win the lottery. Or find lots of money 
in the forest! Or you just open a club without a con- 
cept, that usually works out pretty good too. 

Okay, I’ve already warned you to ask about the 
cover of your new LP which shows your drummer 
eating a-sausage! Is there a story behind that pic- 
ture 

Chris: Not really, we just thought it’s a funny picture 
and an eyecatcher. It was in Groningen after a show 
at one of these food vending machines. Together 
with the title it just looks hilarious and that’s what we 
like. 

Beat-lt: We don’t even know who took it! In the 
Digipack we also added pics of me and Chris: I stand 
next to a plastic horse and Chris recycles glass bottles 
at a container ... SEE, IT ALL MAKES FUCKING 
SENSE!!!!! 

AWESOME!! What are the five best bands / records 
ever? 

Chris: It’s impossible to pick only 5, so some of my 
favourite records in no particular order are: 
INCREDIBLE KIDDA BAND »Too Much Too 
Little Too Late« 

CHEAP TRICK »Live at Budokan« 

THE RUBINOOS »s/t« 

Jack Lee » Greatest Hits« 

EXPLODING HEARTS » Guitar Romantic « 
TEENGENERATE »Smash Hits« 

RAYDIOS » Audio Recordings « 

DEAD BOYS »Young Loud and snotty« 

The best song is: Phil Seymour - »Baby it’s you«. 
Concerning current stuff, John Wesley Coleman is 
the shit and NATURAL CHILD! 

Beat-lt: Ever? Impossible. At the moment I really 
like everything from GOLDEN BOYS and 
WHEELS ON FIRE. We were able to meet and play 
with both, great people, awesome bands! But yeah, 
CCR pretty much kills it! 

KIDNAPPERS, thank you for doing this. Anything 
you’d like to add? 

Chris: »Doppelpass alleine? Vergiss Es!!!!« (Poldi) 
Congratulations to the zine, finally there is a fanzine 
covering good music again, it was about time... keep 
up the good work. 

Beat-lt: Yeah, great zine!! Good taste, thank you. 


Please note: we paid them no money to say that. 
Thanks for reading! 
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THE ASSASSINATORS 
I Disse Merke Tider 7” 

[Alerta Antifascista] Passionate polit-Punkrock/Melodycore 
from the Ungdomshuset-scene in Copenhagen. With »Sigt 
Efter Hjertet« they had a real cool record in 2008 and their 
trademarks are still the same: female vocals with very left- 
wing lyrics (sung in Danish) and ultra-melodic songwriting. It 
may sound funny but some harmonized guitar-lines even 
remind me of IRON MAIDEN meets old BAD RELIGION or 
something. 4 songs, a thick booklet with lyrics in Danish and 
English and explanations to all songs. In terms of social- 
romantic-leftwing-talk those linernotes are a little bit too 
much for me sometimes, but well ... you can be in two minds 
about this. Final info: I think after this release THE ASSASSI- 
NATORS have unfortunately disbanded. (Bernd) 

BARRERACUDAS 
Dog Food 7" 

[Bachelor Records] This 7inch actually is from 2009 but I like 
it so much I thought it needs some promotion... This is their 
second 7inch after another on mighty Douchemaster and 
both records feature some sort of late-70ies PubRock 
mixed with Garagepunk and Powerpop. Sounds too compli- 
cated? Well, I’m making a guess here, but the way they 
sound their band name seems to be a mixture of late 70ies 
BARRACUDAS and their singers name Adrian Barrera. And 
you do remember »Summer fun«, right? I do think they do 
sound like BARRACUDAS a lot, or if you need some more 
recent reference take GENTLEMAN JESSE, EXPLODING HEARTS 
or all those other brilliant bands Bachelor or Douchemaster 
are famous for. And actually BARRERACUDAS are from 
Atlanta, too, so these comparisons shouldn’t come as a sur- 
prise either. A-side has title track »Dog Food« that is more 
Pubrock (similar as »Don’t get me wrong« on the 
Douchemaster 7inch) while »Diet Coke« is the powerpop 
song on here (Douchemaster: »New York Honeys«). And 
»Diet Coke« in fact is the better song: »And I thought it was 
a joke/when you wanted diet coke/I thought we could have 
some fun tonight/but all you're gonna do is make it worse«. 
This was my summer-hymn back then and I just can’t count 
how often I’ve been singing along these lines! Well, this was 
in 2009, anyone knows what happened to them since? 
Anyone? (Roman GG-Go) 

BATMAN 

Cucciolone Classico 7” 

[Bachelor Records/Red Lounge Records] After two 7inches 
on Bachelor Records with his sidekick Robin and a solo 
record on Squoodge, this is BATMAN’s second solo release, 
this time completely sung in German. A lo-fi, garagy 
German schlager-rekkid? Of course this is trashy as fuck but 
you wouldn’t expect something else from the Dark Knight, 
would you? A-side tracks »Ein echter Batman geht nicht 
unter« and »Eine Schwalbe macht noch keinen Sommer<( can 
fully live up to those expectations, title track »Cucciolone 
Classico« shows BATMAN’s sentimental side with a declara- 
tion of his love for his favourite ice-cream while the second 
B-side track is super-sweet love ballad »Hey Boy«, sung by 
Gotham City’s casting show winner Amazing Angi (in fact 
this is the secret hit song on this platter!). This record will 
clear every dancefloor in a second so of course it’s a must- 
have for all of you part-time DJs ! Comes with originally 
signed autograph! Holy Maccaroni! (Roman GG-Go) 

BIRTHDAY SUITS 

European Tour 7” 

[P.Trash] This doesn’t thrill me at all. A simple beat on side 
A, noisy Postpunkattacks meet poppy vocals (the singer 
really sounds like Fred Schneider of the B52's on a Punk- 


spree). The B-side sounds very similar, with a marching beat, 
interrupted by annoying guitar-noises. Nothing for me, 
thanx... (Bernd) 

THE BODIES 
Angel On The Nine 7” 

[No Front Teeth] Two songs from these awesome 
Californians (closely related to MODERN ACTION and SHARP 
OBJECTS), both under 2 minutes, both incredible hits. You 
always get dozens of crazy release-versions from No Front 
Teeth, I have one version with a cardboard-sleeve here and 
another one with a transparent sleeve, both on white vinyl. 
(Bernd) 

BRAT FARRAR 
It’s On Me 7” 

[P.Trash] The sleeve-design is goddamn ugly, but it’s a hom- 
age to the WIPERS (the »Better Off Dead« and »Romeo« 
EP). I know, throwing in the WIPERS as a reference band is 
kinda boring these days, cuz it seems to me as if this hap- 
pens in every second review. But in this case it makes sense, 
cuz BRAT FARRAR is Sam Agostino’s (DIGGER & THE PUSSY- 
CATS, RUSSIAN ROULETTES) solo-project. He mixed the 
scratchy and rockin’ garage-sound of his other bands with 
this certain WIPERS-vibe and out came 3 songs on a friggin 
cool 7inch! (Bernd) 

CHUCK VIOLENCE 
Extra Flavor 7” 

[Stencil Trash Records] A new 7inch from Mexican (?) One- 
Man-Band CHUCK VIOLENCE some of you might know 
already - perhaps from his great 7inch »Bandolero 
Mexicano<( on French label Shit in Can. But things have 
changed since that release: the 2007 incarnation of CHUCK 
VIOLENCE was a country/western type of thing with acoustic 
guitar and lyrics about »The Gunfighter«, in 201 0 it’s a way 
more bluesy sound played with an electric guitar and a 
kazoo similar to maybe THE AMAZING ONE MAN BAND or 
THE FABULOUS G0G0 BOY FROM ALABAMA. At first listen I was 
a bit disappointed by this four song piece cause »The 
Gunfighter« had been one of my favourite songs in 2008 
but after giving it a few more spins I found myself singing 
along and tapping my foot to this cheerful, enthusiastic 
piece of wax! Even that song about the unreachable girl 
»Just because of you« leaves a big grin on my face — this 
guy has fun with what he’s doing and you can hear that! 
Great! So if you’re into One-Man-Bands the likes of which 
Squoodge records does - this is for you! And speaking of 
Squoodge, the guy behind Stencil Trash Records, a new 
German label, did stuff for Papa Roland with this other 
thing he’s doing: Stencil Trash Productions which is exactly 
what it sounds like - great stencilled trash! Great stuff you 
should have a look for on his myspace! So it’s no wonder this 
is record features some handmade cover art and comes in 
different editions - NICE!! (Roman GG-Go) 

COCONUT C00L0UTS 
Halloween Party Songs 7” 

[Dirtnap] Hurray, a new 7inch by my favourite Party-Band 
from Seattle! I discovered them around 2008 when they 
had a song on »Funhouse Comp Thing Vol.2 dbl CD« and 
been keeping an eye open for them ever since. They had 
several 7inches on Heads Up Records, Seeing Eye etc plus 
a CD-only full length on Haunted House and all of them are 
so much fun! It’s true, they are a fun band with banana 
stage-costumes and stuff but that doesn’t mean their sixties- 
driven MUMMIES-style garage punk with a touch of WAX 
MUSEUMS is a joke, too. They DO know how to write great 
songs that make you wanna dance and sing a long and I like 


that a lot. Named after KID CREOLE AND HIS COCONUTS and 

some COUNT C00L0UT, this was originally supposed to be a 
one-show-only thing but fortunately they had so much fun 
the decided to do some more. This piece here is as the name 
suggests some kinda halloween record with songs named 
»The last man you will ever see« and »The monsters crash 
(the regular peoples party)«. And compared to their older 
stuff, these songs really are darker, spookier especially with 
that occasional twangy CRAMPS-like guitar and that creepy 
organ parts — a true halloween record. Right now I haven’t 
heard a single bad song by the COCONUT C00L0UTS and I 
just wish they’d be a bit more popular so they’d tour Europe 
cwd give us the chance to party with them. I’d love to! Citing 
one of my favourite songs: YEAH RIGHT! (Roman GG-Go) 

COLA FREAKS 
Mig Mig Mig 7” 

[Rob’s House] The new COLA FREAKS album is still a little bit 
unwieldy to me, but the 3 songs on this 7inch (mastered by 
Tim Warren) are rather straight Punkrock. Even though 
»Udsigt Til lngenting« already indicates the direction of the 
album. Besides of that, you’ll find all COLA FREAKS trade- 
marks here: keen songs. Mads’ strange, sonorous vocals and 
swirling synth-sounds in the background. (Bernd) 

CRUSADES 
s/t 7” 

[Scared To Death] I think the Scared To Death version of this 
7inch is already sold out as I’m writing this, but there is a 
Euro-repress on the way, on Top 5 Records. The band plays 
a lot with Black Metal imagery, with a LaVey-quote on the 
sleeve, inverted crosses etc. But the music sounds like thrilling 
emotional Punkrock in the vein of DESCENDENTS or newer 
heroes like Canada’s YEAR ZERO or LAST COMMUNION. And 
that’s no surprise, cuz CRUSADES is another »Ottawa-allstar- 
band«: Dave and Emmanuel (both in STEVE ADAMYK BAND 
and tons of others) and Skotti and Jordy (both in THE CREEPS 
and others). Hi-quality stuff, once again! (Bernd) 

CRUSHED BUTLER 
It’s my life 7” 

[Windian/Euro-distro: P.Trash] Washington DC based label 
Windian Records kinda came out of nowhere in 2010 but 
did quite some outstanding releases from bands like TWO 
TEARS, PERSONAL AND THE PIZZAS, M0T0, LOVER! or 
SUPERDESTROYERS. And they also did some great re-releas- 
es of old stuff by mighty TEST0RS and this one: CRUSHED 
BUTLER was a british kinda Proto-Punk/Hard-Rock band 
that existed between 1 969 and 1971. Their sound could be 
described as something between MC5 and BLACK SABBATH 
or maybe the STOOGES meets SLADE and in fact shared a 
stage with the latter and also with bands like ATOMIC ROOS- 
TER or MOTT THE H00PLE. But with a sound so dark, so heavy 
and compared to their contemporary bands so raw and 
brutal they never managed to get a proper record release 
back then. Fortunately for us their demos later WERE 
released on several british protopunk collections and in mid- 
nineties on a 1 Oinch called »Uncrushed« done by Dig the 
Fuzz Records. This was repressed later by a few labels 
(example Radio Heartbeat did a 1 2inch with bonus tracks 
in 2009 that still is available) and now Windian took two of 
the best songs (»lt’s my life« and »My son’s alive«) and put 
them on a 7inch. So if you do know that punk didn’t just pop 
up from out of nowhere but kinda evolved from other stuff 
and if you do care about other bands somewhat forgotten 
by time like ROCKET FROM THE TOMBS, GR0UNDSHAKER or 
MAGIC TRAMPS check out this spectacular piece of wax from 
Windian Records: great band, great record, great label - 
this will blow your mind! Thanks Windian! (Roman GG-Go) 
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CUTE LEPERS 
No Escape 7" 

[No Front Teeth] I have the second pressing of this single 
here, on poison green vinyl. You know the title-track from the 
»Smart Accessories« album. But the winner on this 7inch is 
»Blackmarket Lepers 00« on the B-side, damn cool, even 
with a little brass in there. A brand new CUTE LEPERS album 
should be out as I write this, have to get it asap... (Bernd) 

CYANIDE PILLS 
Break it up 7” 

[Damaged Goods] One lady and four likely lads from 
Leeds (U.K.) who clearly have a love of THE ADICTS, THE 
BOYS, THE BUZZCOCKS qr THE BRIEFS... It's a joy to hear such 
a savvy pop ‘n’ punk combo that have catchy ditties hap- 
pening at every turn. A bunch of songs that sound like 
they’ve had a gluebag full of fun writing and recording. 
»Break it upM is a short sharp two minute audio assault 
which sounds like a great lost single from ’79. Songs full to 
bursting with catchy choruses and enough edge to cut one's 
self with. Great feel, great tone, excellent throwback to the 
classics of the genre. I’ll play them on my turn table anyday. 
Okay everybody out there, put on your chucks, lovely shirts 
& jeans and listen to the sound of the CYANIDE PILLS... and 
don’t forget your sunglasses! (Hartung) 

DAGGER DICKS 

Sharp For You b/w Razor Sharp Love 7” 

[Meaty Beaty/No Front Teeth] Hm, the concept and cover- 
image for this band seems quite pubertal to me. Well, if you 
need this kinda »scandals«... The music is again neatly per- 
formed 77-alleycat-Punkrock, with snotty vocals and singa- 
long chorals. Just as you know and like it from the No Front 
Teeth universe! I think once again most of the guys here also 
play in BOTOX RATS, SHANGHAI WIRES and DISCO LEPERS. 
Pressed on poison green vinyl. (Bernd) 

DAMAGE 
Energy EP 7” 

[No Front Teeth] Usually we are used to 77-Punkrock in all 
colors and shapes from No Front Teeth, but DAMAGE from 
Sweden play oldschool HC-Punk with brawly barking 
vocals. 6 songs and in their best moments (»Set Us Free«) 
they remind me of a blend of 7 SECONDS and REGULATIONS. 
(Bernd) 

DE H0JE H/ELE 

Jeg Herte Dig Synge 7” 

[Burka For Everybody] The 2 songs on the B-side are also 
on the new album, but I didn’t know the song on the A-side 
yet. The whole thing was recorded in 2009 in Knoxville, and 
it sounds much more Garage than on the LP. Besides of that, 
DE H0JE H/ELE remain one of the coolest Danish bands at the 
moment! Dig 'em! (Bernd) 

DISCO LEPERS 

(The Boys From) Ebola 7” 

[Slab-O-Wax] Sick Punkrock in the truest sense of the word. 
The lyrics are about »Nazi Flu«, »Heart Attacks«, »Urine 
Samples« and stuff like that. Musically this is very ragged 
and retarded moron-Punk. At first I also thought the music is 
too slow, it sounds as if the record is cut on 43 rpm or some- 
thing like that. I dunno ... is it supposed to sound like a mix- 
ture of SEX PISTOLS and GG Allin on sleeping pills?!? (Bernd) 

DRAMAMINE 
Emphasis 7” 

[Narshardaa] New single from the follow-up band of PRESS 
GANG and IDLE HANDS, which has still absolutely nothing to 
do with the sound of the old bands. The title song starts with 
the familiar Dischord post-punk you know from the LP, in the 
vein of RITES OF SPRING, characterized by Pogo’s impulsive 
bass-play, but for that song backed with evoking recitative 
vocals. Yet in the other 3 songs it’s again Malle’s habitual 
trembling voice, which you sometimes have to get used to... 


It is noticeable that all the songs seem very bleak. The single 
is cut at 33 rpm, and all songs are quite long, so the sound 
range is unfortunately a bit thin. (Bernd) 

THE GAGGERS 
Outta My Mind 7” 

[No Front Teeth/Bowery] Super-awesome 77-Punkrock 
overdrive! The titletrack is a genuine hit (with a little bit har- 
monica in there) and the only drawback of this platter is, 
that it’s over much too soon. I want more! THE GAGGERS def- 
initely play in the same league as awesome bands like T0Y- 
OTAS, MODERN ACTION, SHARP OBJECTS or STITCHES! (Bernd) 

GENTLEMAN JESSE AND HIS MEN 
Untold Rock Stories TAPE [Burger Records] 

She's a Trap 7” [Douchemaster] 

If I could play in any goddamn band of the world, this is it. 
So, of course I have to know all their songs by heart. But 
since I don't own every early release. I'm glad that the nice 
folks at Burger compiled a tape full of that stuff. It surely 
includes the glorious first single on Douchemaster plus some 
other rarities like »Xmas Hangover«, a KING TUFF cover and 
several live recordings. First run is 250 copies and I bet 
they'll be gone before you can say blueberry pie. Which is 
a pity, since Jesse Smith in my book is a popstar next to Joe 
Jackson, Paul Collins and Nick Lowe. And if there's anything 
wrong with GENTLEMAN JESSE putting out a new 7inch, then 
it's because there are only two songs on it. And now please 
come over to Europe. We got some pretty girls here, too! 
(Pacino) 

GG KING 

Two track party pack 7” 

[Red Lounge Records] Nothing too spectacular on this fourth 
release by former CARBONAS singer GG King. Well, nothing 
too spectacular for CARBONAS/GG KING standard that is. 
And that should tell you everything you need to know: this 
record is a killer! »Day turns into night« was originally 
recorded as a CARBONAS song but was never released, 
»Drug Induced State« is a brilliant RALPHS cover. If you like 
CARBONAS or GG KING’S previous releases on Douchemaster, 
Rob’s House and Local Cross — have a go for it! And I guess 
this means all of you ‘cause CARBONAS are one of those 
essential bands that everyone can agree too, right? So this 
is another proof that sometimes it’s okay if your favourite 
band splits up, because then you have two or three or more 
new favourite bands. Enough blabla, go ahead and do 
something for your karma and buy as much GG KING and 
GENTLEMAN JESSE records as you can! PS: Red Lounge has 
something like a Secret Record Society going on where 
you’ll get super-limited and oh-so beautiful looking versions 
of their releases and this one comes in a home-made/glued 
king size package - sweet! (Roman GG-Go) 

THE GOODNIGHT LOVING 
Nothing Conquers Us / Scary Bad 7“ 

[Dirtnap] Classic two song single from Milwaukee’s Finest 
when it comes to countryeske jangle pop, of course record- 
ed by Justin Perkins. I didn’t get hold of the current full 
length so I don’t know if one of these songs is exclusive but 
well, this 7inch is more of an completist thing anyway. If you 
already know one of the predecessor LPs you’ll know that 
GOODNIGHT LOVING works very well in the full length for- 
mat, two songs on 7inch don’t bring out the feeling that a 
whole album can give you. It’s ok but not necessary, (gimp) 

THE HATEFUL / TEN 0 SEVENS 
Split 7" 

[No Front Teeth] THE HATEFUL (I think the band features 
members of the GAGGERS, CHINESE LUNGS and KING SALA- 
MI) don’t sound very hateful but more like cool HEART- 
BREAKERS/Johnny Thunders inspired Punkrock. TEN 0 SEVENS 

on the flip sound equally great and I have to think of the 
awesome RADIO REELERS when I listen to them. This split-EP 
is done the way it should be done! Just good shit! (Bernd) 


HOWIE AND THE HOTKNIVES 
Shut Up And Dance 7” 

[Felony Fidelity] I got this single from Howie Doodat, cos this 
is the band he played in before he joined the MEAN JEANS. 
HOWIE AND THE HOTKNIVES don’t really sound like the MEAN 
JEANS at all, but the band shoots cool rockin’/swingin’ 
Garagepunk from the hip. 2 songs on white vinyl (unfortu- 
nately I have no cover for it), with distinctive rhythmic guitar 
lines. The B-side is a DEAD MOON Cover (»Kids Are Kids«). 
Cool! (Bernd) 

THE HUSSY 
Winter Daze 7” 

[Fistful Of Records] Personally I have to say that I find some 
of the bands of the current US-Garage-hype pretty lame. 
Why not push more bands like THE HUSSY from Milwaukee? 
Bobby and Heather play cool Garagepunkrock, distorted 
but also with a proper pop-edge. Both have good voices 
that complement each other perfectly. A total of 6 songs, 
and »Head Set<( and »Winter Daze« are friggin’ hits. 
(Bernd) 

JAPANISCHE KAMPFHORSPIELE vs. KILLER 
Split 7” 

[Beau Travail] Nicely packed single with a black banderole. 
Bummer: the center-hole of my EP was too small. JA-KA start 
dodgy and minimalist before they switch over to their usual 
art-club Grindcore. The band was quite popular in 
Germany (and yeah, they were quite good) but they split 
up recently. So this is one of their last songs. On the flip a 
track by KILLER: home recorded noise, based on a fat riff, 
screming and random noises in the ether. Basically nobody 
needs crap like this, but I think this will certainly sell, due to 
the fact that KILLER is the solo project of EA80-singer Martin. 
(Bernd) 

JAY REATARD 
You get no love 7" 

[Shattered Records] Strictly limited for Shattered Records 
Club members, this is the final release by Jay Reatard. 
Recorded at his home a few days before his tragic death 
for a planned release with his roommate at that time Jeffrey 
Novak, these two songs are just mere demos but you can still 
hear his great talent, his feelings for melodies and for what 
a song needs. His voice is a bit darker than usual, probably 
because of his cold and the whiskey and it’s strange to lis- 
ten to these songs knowing what happened. I only met him 
once and didn’t even talk much to him but I know so many 
people that were touched, even devastated by what hap- 
pened, it’s hard to listen to it in a »normal« kinda way. This 
will always be his last recordings and they mean so much to 
a lot of people. I’m so glad I decided to enter Shattered 
Club back then and got my copy. Being a limited release 
means a lot of people won’t ever be able to hear these 
songs but I think that’s right because the songs and the story 
behind it are so personal, so intimate this just shouldn’t be 
for sale... Thanks Adam for this precious piece and thanks 
Jay for all the fun I had and still have listening to your songs. 
R.I.P. (Roman GG-Go) 

JUANITO WAU ONE, MOUTH BAND 
Reverb Pool 7” 

[Shit In The Milk Records] The obscurity-award of this CRKO- 
issue definitely goes out to this single! Juanito is the singer 
in WAU Y LOS ARRRGHS and their organist Isidro already 
told me in an interview in CRKO #0 about this solo-project, 
in which Juanito does trashy Garagepunk and imitates all 
the instruments with his mouth. Sounds incredible, and it truly 
comes across absolutely screwy on vinyl. Juanito has indeed 
a very distinctive voice, and when you hear him speak 
Spanish you inevitably think of a »human machinegun«. He 
sounds like a scat-singer from the mental hospital, who 
recorded on the local trash-dump. Humming, bubbling, chat- 
tering, buzzing, you could really think he has lost all his mar- 
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bles! I can’t tell you if Juanito really does all these strange 
noises simultaneously, or whether everything was edited 
together afterwards. It just sounds totally crazy and crappy. 
I definitely have my fun listening to this but this is surely not 
for everyone. (Bernd) 

THE JUNK 

Glad To See You’re Back 7” 

[No Front Teeth/Bad Idea] Seems as if there are former 
member of the SMUT PEDDLERS at work in THE JUNK. So it’s 
evident that we are dealing with snappy US-Westcoast- 
Punk with some rocking elements here. Very cool and crisp, 
everything is done absolutely right on this platter! It almost 
seems as if you had the LITTLE KILLERS (especially the 
vocals) crossbred with the ADOLESCENTS. (Bernd) 

KAKKA-HATA 77 / PERTTI KURIKAN NIMIPAIVAT 
Split 7” 

[Red Lounge/Airiston Punk-Levyt] KAKKA-HATA 77 play 
pretty cool Finnish Punkrock and you can hear the typical 
Finnish preference for the RAMON ES pretty good in the 
music. One of the guys is sporting a REAL KIDS shirt and 
they’ve got some connections to NAZI DEATH CAMP and 
HEARTBURNS, so you know what path this band takes. 3 cool 
songs! PERTTI KURIKAN NIMIPAIVAT play primitive 2-chord- 
Punk with gruff vocals. Sounds as if this was recorded at the 
end of the 70ies/early 80ies in a Finnish tundra-shack. No 
necessary band for me cuz they are really too dilettantish. 
But KAKKA-HATA 77 are good. (Bernd) 

KAMIKAZE QUEENS 
Tastee 29 7” 

[Heptown] As far as I know this band is known for »Punk 
Cabaret« with burlesque interludes. Actually, I’m not a big 
fan of this »fashion stuff«, but at least the music is okay 
here. Some Berlin VIP-Rockabilly-cats are on duty here and 
out come 2 cool simple catchy swinging tunes, with good 
female vocals. Nothing too spectacular but all in all good 
stuff. Nice colorful sleeve, too. (Bernd) 

THE LOVE TRIANGLE 
Splendid Living 7” 

[Dire Records] UK-based label Dire Records did some bril- 
liant releases by THEE VICARS, THE SCEPTRES or THE SHITTY 
LIMITS since 2008 and this here in fact features members of 
the last two bands. But while these bands combine their 
punkrock with hardcore elements THE LOVE TRIANGLE is way 
more into postpunk - way more GANG OF FOUR than MINOR 
THREAT. Maybe a garage/77-Punk(BUZZC0CKS?)-version of 
GANG OF FOUR? Anyway, title track »Splendid Living« is an 
instant hit, in a world where people had taste instead of 
being ignorant, THE LOVE TRIANGLE would sell more than 
FRANZ FERDINAND and all those other GANG-0F-F0UR- 
wannabes, but then again us fourty-year-old record-collec- 
tor nerds couldn’t be so elitist ... Flip has »Didn’t Die« and 
»Orgasms in Heaven« which are brilliant too and I’ve been 
spinning this record like madly when I got and so I just can’t 
wait for a second 7inch also on Dire announced for early 
201 1 (but their homepage seems to be down for quite some 
time so I’m not too sure about that). I wouldn’t also be sur- 
prised if one day they’d put out a full length on Damaged 
Goods Records cause THE LOVE TRIANGLE would fit perfect- 
ly to bands like CUTE LEPERS, Billy Childish etc. And isn’t 
Damaged Goods a song by GANG OF FOUR? Highly recom- 
mended for people that actually like to dance to their 
favourite songs instead of standing around with arms fold- 
ed while desparately trying to look unaffected... (Roman 
GG-Go) 

LOVER! 

Home alone 7” 

[Windian/Euro-distro: P.Trash] Finally a new record by Mr 
Rich Crook of REATARDS/LOST SOUNDS/KNAUGHTY KNIGHTS 

etc fame! It was a bit quiet on the releasing side here in 
2010 compared with 2008 with a 6-track EP on Big Legal 


Mess from 2009 being the latest (and unfortunately not his 
best in my opinion...), so I’m more than happy about this 
one on Washington’s finest garage-punk label Windian 
Records. Rich’s latest singles and the aforementioned 6- 
tracker have shown his more playful side, more REIGNING 
SOUND, less BRIEFS with more organs and even acoustic gui- 
tars, these two new tracks »Home Alone« and »ln Death« 
show him at what he’s best: great, melodic, uptempo pop- 
punk pearls! His best songs so far? YOU BET! Too bad both 
songs are also featured on upcoming LP on Red Lounge 
which will probably keep some Europeans from getting 
this... (Roman GG-Go) 

MALADROITS / DERBY DOLLS 
Split 7” 

[self-released] Two cool young bands and both hail from 
southern Germany. I remember a cool demo-CD from the 
MALADROITS a few years ago and back then they were 
really cool. Today they are even better! With their partly 
German/English lyrics they remind me a bit to THE SHOCKS 
sometimes. DERBY DOLLS on the flip are Tubingen’s finest 
and it’s no secret that I’m a fan of this band: awesome 
female-fronted Punkrock and on this release they refined 
their sound again. Only 200 copies of this platter exist 
(white vinyl), so grab it if you can get one. (Bernd) 

THE MALADROITS 
Rock’n’Roll Roboter 7” 

[Spastic Fantastic/ Crapoulet] Another cool release by THE 
MALADROITS after the split with the DERBY DOLLS. 
Attractively designed single: green vinyl, nice coverart with 
all lyrics printed. 4 songs, strumming catchy Punkrock, 
thumbs up! (Bernd) 

MARKED MEN 

On b/w The Otherside 7" 

[540 Records] I’m not totally sure but I think the 2 songs here 
are brandnew (at least I didn’t know them). One is a bit 
faster, the other a little slower and, of course, the MARKED 
MEN are still the big-bosses in Texas-Punkrock! Question: I 
think my label-etiquettes are reversed, do all other copies 
have this, too? (Bernd) 

MATT K. SHRUGG 
We Can Just Lie 7” 

[Tic Tac Totally] I think I’ve already seen this guy on stage, 
both as a drummer with the GR00VIE GH0ULIES and at the 
ZODIAC KILLERS. He is also quite a genius concerning car- 
toon-artwork, and it shows on the sleeve for this platter: 
Very cool! On this single Matt has recorded all the instru- 
ments himself, but not as a trashy one-man-band thingy, 
where he does everything at once. The whole instrumenta- 
tion was recorded separately and edited together later, it 
therefore has a full bandsound. Ah yes, the music: rattling 
garagey US-Punkrock with 60ies injection. Solid stuff, but 
unfortunately the recording sounds very muted. (Bernd) 

MAXIMUM WAGE 
l-U b/w All At Once 7” 

[Rococo] The band is from Chicago and features former 
members of SUBMARINE RACES, RED EYED LEGENDS and the 
awesome RETURNABLES. The music is very mellow, un-trashy 
and poppy but very cool. I can hear some Beat/Mod-influ- 
ences and a KINKS/ANIMALS-vibe with distinctive guitar 
lines and rhythms. I like! (Bernd) 

MEAN JEANS 

Tears in my beers / Cool 2 Drive 7” 

[Trouble In Mind] Two new party punk anthems of these 
Portland retards, »Tears in my beers« is the best tune they 
ever wrote (the flip is a genuine punk song, obviously one 
that did not get on the LP cause its way to weak but they 
recorded it just to have something for the backside of a sin- 
gle, forget about this one), it’s all about Uuuwohoooh OH! 
Stop n go pop punk to dance, drink and drive, don’t play 


this if you just wanna hang out and relax cause songs like 
»Tears in my beers« will bring you right into party mode, 
(gimp) 

MEAN JEANS / WHITE WIRES 
Two DIFFERENT Split 7inches 

[Dirtnap/P.Trash & Timmeheiehumme] Welcome to the land of 
confusion. Just in time for last year’s European Tour of 
Ottawa’s WHITE WIRES and Oregon’s MEAN JEANS there 
came out these two split singles. I realized both records at 
their ‘Sonic Ballroom’ show and guessed it would be the same 
songs in different sleeves. So I just got the Dirtnap release. A 
few days later Bernd gave me the other single for free and 
all that lucky me gotta do is write a lousy review. Okay, the 
Dirtnap 7inch has the best songs from both bands so far. 
MEAN JEANS pack everything that was great on their LP into 
a glorious three minute rollercoaster ride called »R U 
Mental«. It’s simply the best new song I’ve heard in 201 0 and 
if they can deliver a whole LP worth of that stuff I’ll be a fan- 
boy forever! The WHITE WIRES tune is utterly great, too! I 
liked their album but )>Please write« got a more melancholic 
twist than songs like »Ha Ha Holiday«, »Girly Girly Girly« or 
»Yeah Yeah Yeah Yeah Yeah« and I somehow like that even 
better. Enclosed with the wax comes a download code which 
makes sense since my walkman broke three summers ago... 
Version No. 2 is a split-release between P.Trash and 
Timmeheiehumme and it’s a one-band-covers-the-other- 
band-pajama-party! MEAN JEANS do a good job with »l 
Remember How« but I’d rather like them to play something 
more unusual like a two minutes version of »Master of 
Puppets« or »Raining Blood« in true MEAN JEANS fashion - 
every time Araya sings »Blood« they would replace that 
word with »Beer«: »Raining Beer« - got it? WHITE WIRES do 
»Born On A Saturday Night« and there’s nothing wrong with 
that. Two great bands, two great singles and since this review 
is long enough anyway. I’ll just stop it right now! (Pacino) 

MIKAL CRONIN 
Gone 7” 

[Goodbye Boozy] Solo-platter by this Ty Segall companion 
and MOONHEARTS-member. The first song »Gone« is a very 
cool stomper with reverbed vocals, somewhere between 
catchy and trashy. Best example for this current special US- 
Westcoast Garagesound. On the B-side we have a TR0GGS- 
cover, but that tune is not a must for me. (Bernd) 

MODERN ACTION / BOTOX RATS 
Split 7” 

[No Front Teeth] MODERN ACTION do a tune about our all 
best friend alcohol, an incredibly amazing hit. The BOTOX 
RATS steal the riff from »Nervous Breakdown« and the song 
is boss, but the vocals are still too squeaky for my taste. 
About the pressing: NFT confuses us again with dozens of 
different versions. I’ve got red vinyl, dunno what other ver- 
sions are floating around... (Bernd) 

MODERN ACTION 
s/t 7” 

[No Front Teeth] This single is licensed from Modern Action 
Rees and MODERN ACTION play 2 songs that sound even 
snappier than THE BRIEFS (Daniel J. Travanti is on guitar 
here) ever were. The title-track is a major hit, the B-side is 
a bit weaker, but still better than most of what the rest of 
the world is doing. For the collector-nerds out there: I’ve got 
light-blue vinyl with transparent cover. (Bernd) 

MODERN PETS 

Demotape EP 7” [Search For Fame] 

Vista Alienation EP 7” [P.Trash/Prugelprinz/Rockstar] 

The vinyl re-release of the demo is a nice thing, cos I never 
actually owned the tape from 2009. The band ‘s grasp for 
hit-tunes already shines through here, even if this is rehears- 
al-room-sound and the guitars are a little bit thin. On the 
»Vista AlienationU they toss off 3 awesome hits and not only 
because of the bandname I see them close to MODERN 
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ACTION! We’ll see what happens in the future with MODERN 
PETS, maybe they get a little bigger, a new album is to come 
out on Concrete Jungle, together with the new ADOLESCENTS 
platter, among others... (Bernd) 

M.O.T.O. 

Kissing all the wrong asses 7” 

[Windian/Euro-distro: P.Trash] M.O.T.O. is M.O.T.O. is 
M.O.T.O.! What can I say? You either like Paul Caporino or 
you love him, right? So this is a new 7inch on that great new 
label from Washington that already developed a tendency 
of doing only great records — such as this! As far as I know 
these four songs haven’t been released on vinyl before but 
you could listen to »Kissing all the wrong asses« and »Here 
comes our rock« on myspace before and »Redivider« is on 
that download-only record »No Way Street« (and 
pleeease labels - do a proper release soon! Anyone?) so 
only »From the seat of my pants to you« is new to me. And 
while it’s hard to come up with something thrillingly new 
when you already did punk rock gems like )>The Chicks can 
tell«, »Crystallize my Penis«, »Midnight at Guantanamo 
Room« and all those countless others this record can 
absolutely stand up to his previous releases! Mr Paul 
Caporino obviously is a master in his own league (and this 
pun took me ages to come up with!) and what else can I say 
that this is a must-have? You gotta love M.O.T.O. and it 
seems as if you gotta love Windian too! (Roman GG-Go) 

THE MOVEMENTS 
Come On Kommando 7" . 

[PH Productions] This 7inch is a little bit funny, cuz the 
Swedish Garagerockers deliver the team-song/hymn for a 
German »Thekenmannschaft« on this release. For your 
information: a »Thekenmannschaft« is something like a 
hobby-soccer-team and their sporting activities are often 
accompanied by massive drinking activities, haha. The 
»Thekenmannschaft« on the cover-sleeve is from Tubingen, 
they look like some leftwing do-no-goods and call them- 
selves »Kommando Horst Hrubesch«. So this seems to be a 
quite kooky affair, even though the MOVEMENTS-song is not 
exactly what I would call a soccer-singalong like - for exam- 
ple - »You’ll Never Walk Alone«. Hmm, maybe Garagerock 
with a psych-twist might not be the perfect music for this 
purpose but the song is well done. The tune on the B-side 
takes the same line. (Bernd) 

MR BONZ 

Playing with Strings 7” 

[Stencil Trash Records] Second release from this still new 
German label which seems to be focusing on One Man 
Bands. MR BONZ is a OMB from Rennes, France and he 
already released a 7inch (»Wild Part«/Bamboo Records), 
two full lengths (»Man without Bones« and »Wreck on the 
Highway«/both on Bamboo Records) and has two songs on 
OMB compilations (»One Foot in the Grave«/Kizmiaz 
Records, »Attack of the One Man bands«/Rock’n’Roll 
Purgatory). This here is a sweet four-track 7inch that comes 
in three different covers - the regular release features art 
by Cat (who did art for MR BONZ’s previous releases too), 
the two limited editions come with that great stencilled art 
label-boss Nils is famous for. MR BONZ now adds a bit of 
surf'n’twang to his OMB-sound between rockabilly, country 
and blues which shouldn’t come as a surprise cause he was 
in the French surf band THE WANGS until they split in 2003. 
If you’re into that »l’m alone« and »Rumble Walk« should 
be to liking! »Justine« is more of a rocker (and my favourite) 
and »Wild Side!« is an instrumental with nice kazoo solo. All 
in all a pretty decent release! (Roman GG-Go) 

NICE BOYS 
Very Mary 7” 

[Dirtnap/Birdman] Not so new band by Terry Six, the only 
member of the EXPLODING HEARTS that survived the terrible 
car-crash of the band in 2003. I could imagine that most 
reviews measure the NICE BOYS with the EXPLODING HEARTS 


and I can still see the influences of the old band in here. But 
I also see a lot of relaxed 70ies-Glam-feeling and some- 
times it works, for example on side A with a nice 
organ/piano. Sometimes it doesn’t work, like on the lame 
corny B-side. (Bernd) 

NIGHT BIRDS 
Midnight Movies 7” 

[No Way Records] I was already raving about the first 
7inch of this band in CRKO #1, but this EP even tops it! The 
NIGHT BIRDS feature ex-members of the ERGS! but ... fuck it 
... they are just great! A-side starts with cool Surf-twang 
again (a guitar sound like East Bay Ray in the good old 
days of the DEAD KENNEDYS) and rips everything apart with 
Hardcorepunk-energy and a catchy refrain. The B-side 
accelerates a little bit more and is excellent, too! All in all 4 
songs and especially the title-track and »Bad Biology« are 
priceless! (Bernd) 

NO PROBLEM 
Your Eyes 7” 

[Handsome Dan Records] In NO PROBLEM there’s Graeme 
singing, who was an invaluable help for the Canada-special 
in this edition of the CRKO. But he’s not only tells us clever 
things about Canada, he is also doing cool music with his 
band. NO PROBLEM play pissed off HC-punk in the vein of 
old D.O.A. or newer combos like FUCKED UP or VICIOUS 
CYCLE. 4 songs, download code included. (Bernd) 

NOBUNNY 
Brace Face 7” 

[Douchemaster] The NOBUNNY-phenomenon continues. I 
think this single sold like hotcakes, even though there’s only 
one new tune on it. Well, »Brace Face« is a hit, of course. »lt 
Tastes Just like a milkshake« is a cool M.O.T.O coverversion 
and you knew »Your Mouth« from the »Raw Romance« tape 
(but in a different recording). All hail the bunny! (Bernd) 

NOFX / THE SPITS 
Split 7” 

[Fat Wreck] Oh shit, I hope the shows of THE SPITS won’t be 
crowded by stupid Melodycore-kids after this record. Funny 
picture, I’d like to see those faces... But there is no down- 
load-code included here, the brats probably don’t know 
how to play the vinyl, haha. The two songs by NOFX are very 
cool, especially »Hold It Back« hits you straight in the nuts. 
THE SPITS on the flip perform 2 distorted primitive Punk- 
tunes, just as we love ‘em. »Get Our Kicks" is my favorite. 
Single comes in a fancy »white powder« artwork. (Bernd) 

THE NOW-DENIAL 
Fuck Your Boredom 7” 

[Hardware] Farewell-EP on orange vinyl by these German 
Crustcore/Punk/Sludge-bastard (pick your favorite genre) 
heroes who turn quite a little bit more towards 
(Schweine)Rock here. The title-track almost seems a bit lame 
to me for NOW-DENIAL-conditions but overall this is still a 
very nice farewell-show. Quit as long as you are still good, 
this is a good principle. And that’s what THE NOW-DENIAL do 
here. I am very glad that guitarist Asche continues with 
UNION OF SLEEP, with a quite similar gut-rippin’ sound like 
THE NOW-DENIAL, but more deep-tuned and doomy. (Bernd) 

OBN Ill’S 

No way to Rock’n’Roll 7” 

[Super Secret Records] When I did an interview half a year 
ago or so with Orville Neeley about one of his many 
bands, THE BAD SPORTS, he told me to look out for the new 
John Wesley Coleman record on Goner. I already knew the 
full length on Certified PR Records and liked that a lot. So 
of course I had to get the new one too. And hey, what he 
didn’t tell me was, that he played his part on this record! In 
fact he played several instruments and recorded the whole 
thing! Amazing job man! So after realizing this. I’m not so 
astonished that this new project named after the man him- 


self really sounds a lot like the one on Goner. Rock’n’Roll the 
way the STOOGES, STONES or KINKS played it, with that raw, 
lo-fi (live?) sound we love so much. Dentons Play Pinball! 
Records had a BAD SPORTS song (»Your timin’ just ain’t 
right«) on their fantastic compilation that could have led me 
the way... Two songs (B-side has that darker, slower stom- 
per »Got more Love«, A-sides title track is some uptempo 
almost talking-blues with a great hook/refrain and an nice 
guitar solo) that tell us EXACTLY what’s the right way to 
Rock’n’Roll! To me, Orville is close to being a genius... 
(Roman GG-Go) 

OFF! 

First Four EP’s 7”-Box 

[Vice] Killer four 7inch EPs with 1 6 tracks, counting down in 
just over 17 minutes. There’s a quick and timeless energy 
here that rekindles the spirit of Californios classic Hardcore 
Punk in the late 1970s and early 1980s. Keith Morris 
(BLACK FLAG/CIRCLE JERKS) still channels the whiplash fury of 
West Coast Hardcore’s first wave, which he set in motion 
more than 30 years ago. But »Upside down«, »Darkness« 
and »l don’t belong« make OFF’s-EP-Box almost as satisfy- 
ing as BLACK FLAG’S »Nervous Breakdown« — EP. Morris is 
fronting a brand new supergroup with drummer Mario 
Rubalcaba (ROCKET FROM THE CRYPT/HOT SNAKES), bassist 
Steven McDonald (REDD KR0SS) and guitarist Dimitri Coast 
(BURNING BRIDGES). Had these 1 6 songs been recorded 
back, then they would already be part of the Hardcore- 
encyclopedia. In 2011, they are still to become classics! 
(Hartung) 

0UTD00RSMEN 
Ain’t got no chains 7” 

You're a tattle tale baby 7” 

Summer of Hate TAPE 

[Wild! American Records] This great band from San 
Francisco got quite some attention lately with great releas- 
es on Milk’n’Herpes, Daggerman and Goodbye Boozy but 
it’s the self-released 7inches and tape that got me hooked. 
The first was recorded in February 2008 and actually got 
widely ignored by everyone including me although it has 
those awesome raw and primitive but yet melody-driven 
song »Ain’t got no chains« with that great sing-a-long 
refrain and the equally great semi-ballad »When they 
bury you down«. What a great first release! Unbelievable 
that this went more or less unnoticed... but well, although 
these guys are from San Francisco they actually moved 
there from Hawaii a few years ago and never played in 
any band any of us might know and then self-released this 
piece. THAT’s what I call DIY! They do seem to like their 
STOOGES and other primitive punk stuff and fortunately had 
the guts to do another 7inch all on their own with »You’re a 
tattletale, Baby« which is their fastest song on these early 
records and on the flipside has this amazing song »Hey 
Jessica« about singer Chad’s annoying co-worker - again a 
killer! I guess that’s when they finally got the deserved 
attention and that probably was even reinforced by the art- 
work of these two records: supercrude, simple and actually 
pretty stupid drawings of the three 0UTD00RSMEN doing 
nasty stuff with girls, heads, cops and their dicks... Dumb 
but awesome! I mean that’s what punk is about, yes? Being 
provocative and dumb, right? AWESOME!! Before the stupid 
onslaught caught on worldwide with the aforementioned 
releases they did a 4-track cassette »Summer of Hate« that 
is even more primitive and features their roughest stuff yet 
(although »You smell dumb« actually is nearly powerpop...) 
with a peel-off cover that’s actually pretty... stupid... 
Again - a winner! Check them out and be as excited as I am 
about an oncoming release on germany’s Red Lounge 
Records! 0UTD00RSMEN ARE GO!! (Roman GG-Go) 

QUINTR0N 
Ring The Alarm 7” 

[Bachelor] The A-Side is catchy as hell. Great melody, and 
even greater organ lines. Drums sound crisp and there are 
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definitely a lot of other sounds and tweaks going on in the 
background. The organ truly sounds fat and warm. I know 
the B-Side track »Jamskate«. First I had heard that song on 
the eponymous five track EP »Jamskate« by Rhinestone 
Records in 2007. Now, Jay Poggi aka QUINTRON returns 
with two hip swing-party fun hits on Bachelor Records. These 
two numbers are a kick ass light activated drum machine 
that looks as good as it sounds who makes lively, toe-tap- 
ping fun music for dancing. Of course, Miss Pussycat’s vocals 
are especially prominent on this 7inch. What else can I say? 
I love QUINTRON’s sound! (Hartung) 

RADIO EXILES 

Secret Station 7" [Psychic Volt] 

Diminished Return 7” [Dudes Dudes Records] 

I’ve got both singles from Jon at Dudes Dudes Records. The 
RADIO EXILES play cool relaxed Powerpop stuff that 
reminds me of REAL KIDS, RETURNABLES and possibly MOTH- 
ER’S CHILDREN. The »Secret StationM 7inch has 2 songs on 
thick vinyl, housed in nice packaging. Out of the two EP’s this 
one is my favorite. The »Diminished Return« has 3 songs and 
they are all okay, but I would wish they’d have more 
oomph/drive here. But no problem, everything points in the 
right direction. It seems as if No Front Teeth will probably 
release a Euro version of the »Diminished Return« 7inch. 
(Bernd) 

THE RATZ 

Uniformed Youth 7” 

[Kink Records/That Lux Good] Typical likeable DIY-release 
by this band from southern Germany. Nice artwork and 5 
tunes snotty uptempo HC-(skate)Punk. Sometimes they play 
a little bit bumpy (»Not My War«) and the lyrics are put too 
simplistic sometimes, but THE RATZ are definitely at full 
speed on the way in the right direction. (Bernd) 

SHANGHAI WIRES 
Headshots 7” 

[Slab-O-Wax] The SHANGHAI WIRES have the same PO- 
Box-address as the BOTOX RATS and TEENAGE TRICKS. 

Accordingly, they sound like — surprise surprise — a mixture 
of these two bands. I can’t tell you the exact line-up over- 
laps, but it’s definitely the same singer. And I don’t like his 
vocal-style that much (too high-pitched/sqeaky), but 
besides of that this is well-done catchy 77-Punkrock, just like 
we know it from the folks at No Front Teeth. Yellow vinyl, 3 
songs, digital download-code included. (Bernd) 

SHANNON AND THE CLAMS 
Hunk Hunt 7” 

[1 -2-3-4-Gol/Weird Hug] 1 -2-3-4-Go! Records re- 
released this one after the 2009 print from Weird Hug is 
long sold out. Long sold out because this one’s a killer! A bit 
more tremoloed surf-guitars (»Blood«) than on their later 
released full length, two heartbroken love ballads (»Would 
you love me if I was dead«, »Heart Break«) and punk hit 
»Hunk Hunt«, this outfit from Oakland/CA obviously tries to 
revive late fifties/early sixties Rock’n’Roll sounds and espe- 
cially girl-groups like SHANGRI-LAS or RONETTES. With those 
two great singers Shannon Shaw and Cody Blanchard and 
such great song writing, this is a perfect package! Check out 
their brilliant vids on Youtube if you don’t believe me. And 
then also have a look for the »l wanna go home« LP from 
2009 and »Sleep talk« from 2011, both also on 1 -2-3-4- 
Go! Records.(Roman GG-Go) 

SPIDER FEVER 
Whatcha gonna do 7” 

[HoZac Records] New band from San Diego: SPIDER FEVER 
is the proof that Mario Rubalcaba never ever played in a 
bad band! After being part of San Diegos Heroes ROCKET 
FROM THE CRYPT, HOT SNAKES and SULTANS among others, 
he played drums in one of 201 0s best new bands OFF! with 
Keith Morris (BUCK FLAG, CIRCLE JERKS). What a great 
record that was! And really sounding like something 


between Keiths former bands — great! Anyway, it seems that 
Mr Rubalcaba liked this early-80ies punk rock experience 
too cause SPIDER FEVER is clearly influenced by these great 
bands. A-side title track could easily be on a fifth OFF! 
record while B-side »Party Girl« is more TEST0RS than 
BLACK FLAG. Great! I was actually surprised that a record so 
hard and fast and straight came out on HoZac who lately 
did more artsy or experimental stuff like OUTER MINDS, 
LIMINANAS, FUNGI GIRLS or READING RAINBOW. Don’t get 
me wrong, these are great too, but not exactly oldschool 
punk... So this record was a surprise to me but a VERY 
pleasant one! And with that other great punk record HoZac 
just did - WOMEN IN PRISON - they probably start a new 
wave of fast and straightforward punk bands. Not the worst 
to hope for, huh? (Roman GG-Go) 

STEVE ADAMYK 
Desecrate 7” 

[Taken By Surprise] This STEVE ADAMYK (BAND) single was 
announced for quite a while, but now that it’s finally 
released there’s also the full-length out, and you can find all 
3 songs from this EP on the CD-version of the album. But 
well, 7inch is the format for kings and the Ottawa-heroes 
(3/4 former SEDATIVES) are of course on top form again: 
best Powerpop/Poppunk/Punkrock in the vein of POINTED 
STICKS, etc... Great! (Bernd) 

STEVE ADAMYK BAND/SONIC AVENUES 
European Tour Split 7” 

[Timmeheiehumme/P.Trash] Right in time for their European 
tour in March/April 201 1 both Canadian bands teamed up 
for a split EP. They both deliver 2 tracks: one brand-new 
original and one superb coverversion. THE STEVE ADAMYK 
BAND with the super catchy »Bored Of Love« and »Eternal 
lsolation« by Germany’s recently defunct IDLE HANDS. THE 
SONIC AVENUES present themselves even poppier than on 
their LP with the sugar-coated »Fading Love« and the wavy 
and heartbeating SWEET BABY cover »Two Tons Of 
Dynamite«. It is one of those EP’s - especially the »Fading 
Love« track - that you want to take to your bedroom and 
dance along to it »punk style«. This sound coming from 
Canada, who knew! Killer 7inch with a regular and two lim- 
ited versions: P.Trash Club-edition and tour-Picture-vinyl. 
(Hartung) 

STICKS N STONES 

Red Light 7” [Dusty Medical] 

Is It You? 7” [Trouble In Mind] 

Milwaukee-Rock’n’Roll/Powerpop/Punkrock with 70ies 
stomp and follow-up band of the TUFF BANANAS. Reminds 
me of CHEAP TRICK, NERVES or SONIC AVENUES (especially 
the Trouble In Mind 7inch). Both singles have 2 songs and I 
like the one on Trouble In Mind (pink vinyl, download-code 
included) a little better, but they are both good. (Bernd) 

STRANGE ATTRACTOR 
Just Looking 7” 

[FDH Records] Jeff from the STATUES with his infamous KBD- 
Punk-Garagetrash-project. On this 4-song EP he sounds like 
a mixture of HIDDEN CHARMS, Billy Childish and drunken 
basement-insanity. A NIPPLE ERECTORS is featured, too. Hot 
shit. Punk as fuck! (Bernd) 

SUPERDESTROYERS 
You’re Being Erased 7” 

[Windian/Euro-distro: P.Trash] Another great release of this 
new label from Washington DC - THE SUPERDESTROYERS! 
This band is basically Joe P. aka Joe Pestilence aka Joe 
Silver King, a guy who played keys in THE SPITS and did 
widely underrated SILVER KINGS (if you haven’t already, 
you should watch the ‘Gonerfest 2' DVD with him doing a lot 
of great, stupid introductions...) when he was living in 
Portland and Seattle. The first outfit of SUPERDESTROYERS 
existed there too but never managed to do a record. So 
now he’s moved back to New Orleans, this new outfit final- 


ly did a 7inch. And DAMN this is GREAT! A totally different 
sound to what he did before, this is a lot more straight Punk 
Rock somewhere between also New Orleans based M.O.T.O. 
and a straighter GUINEA WORMS. A -side has »You’re being 
erased« with more M.O.T.O.-like poppy melodies and even 
a short guitar-solo, B-side’s »Slave to the Urge« creates a 
more monotonous, downbeat soundscape but both songs 
are HITS! Well, maybe not a new re-invention of punk of 
some sorts but absolutely worth checking out! Keep an eye 
open for SUPERDESTROYERS! (Roman GG-Go) 

TEENAGE TRICKS 
s/t 7” 

[Bowery Records/No Front Teeth] Sister band of SHANGHAI 
WIRES and BOTOX RATS. This one has a little more snot and 
Punk-drive and I even like the singer’s voice here, which 
always was my biggest point of criticism in the other bands. 

I have 2 different versions here, one with a regular cover, 
the other one stencil-sprayed with bloodstains, limited to 
1 00. (Bernd) 

TY SEGALL 
My Sunshine 7” 

[Trouble in Mind] This was released before that amazing full 
length »Melted« on Goner Records and the title track »My 
sunshine« is also on that platter. I always like it when the first 
single comes out before the full-length cause that way you’ll 
know if the LP is worth getting, especially when the 7inch is 
as amazing as this one! Mr Segall is at a creative peak 
here! »My sunshine« combines THE KINKS, T.REX and THE 
STOOGES with sixties-psychedelia - doesn’t that alone sound 
great? Well, I just bet this song will be played at the end of 
every TY SEGALL show cause this will drive the audience 
crazy — fer sure! But then again, you wouldn’t expect any- 
thing less from a TY SEGALL record released on an essential- 
must-haves label like Trouble in Mind, would you? B-side has 
almost JEFFREY NOVAK-esque rhythm-driven »Fuzzy Cat« 
that turns into a nasty noise-attack at the end and will prob- 
ably never be played at any radio show... I’m not sure if 
the end of the flipside still is »Fuzzy cat« or a different song 
as the label only mentions two songs, but what you can hear 
here is totally different from the beginning: a fast, simple 
punk rock song you wouldn’t probably expect on this record 

- but great! Probably a cover? I dunno - but I do know this 
is one of my favourite records in 2010! (Roman GG-Go) 

TWO TEARS 
Eat people 7” 

[Kind Turkey Records] If you read CRKO #1, you know that 
I was waiting for this new TWO TEARS release for quite some 
time! TWO TEARS were playing a European tour in early 
2010 where I was able to see her and my favourite song 
that night was »Eat people« — a song about eating men and 
a song that is built on a killer-riff and a great sing-a-long 
refrain. If you ask me — the best song she did so far and yes 
I know both previous full lengths and those 7inches on 
Windian records! Why it took her a full year to find a label 
for this gem is beyond me and I do not know why Big Legal 
Mess (who announced a release in 2010) cancelled it. Label 
politics sometimes is a mystery to me... Anyway, I’m oh so 
glad this is out now and on Kind Turkey Records fortunate- 
ly, cause this is a great new label (check out their previous 
releases WHEELS ON FIRE and TRENT FOX AND THE TENANTS 

— awesome!) run by Bobby Hussy from also widely under- 
rated THE HUSSY. B-side has »Heisse Hexe« (which is 
German and means »hot witch«) [Note of the editor - It’s 
also the name of a famous microwave-delicacy you can eat 
at German gas-stations] and »Senso Unico« (One way). 
First one is a song about what happens when you fall in 
love with that sweet sung refrain »you are a heisse hexe in 
loooooove« that probably doesn’t fit too well to the rest of 
the song but will be a winner on all those mixtapes for your 
special girls in 2011! Second song is a slow, heavy 
tremoloed blues song and something like a counterpart to 
sugar-coated »Heisse Hexe«: »... because I hate my life«. 
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REVIEWS: Singles 


Well, what can I say? I had to wait a full year for this and 
it was worth every single second! This definitely is a KILLER 
record from an awesome band and I do hope that the rest 
of the world starts to take a notice — which actually seems 
to be happening with new releases on Stencil Trash Records 
and Squoodge announced for later this year. Oh yeah, for 
those who didn’t read CRKO #1: Kerry Davis used to play 
in RED AUNTS, BEEHIVE AND THE BARRACUDAS, THE SCREWS 
and did a song with JESUS AND THE GROUPIES (out now on 
Squoodge) so don’t say I hadn’t told ya that this TWO TEARS 
record is a must-have! (Roman GG-Go) 

THE UNRELEASABLES 
Six Songs For Sick Minds 7” 

[P.Trash] 2 boys/2 girls from London. I remember when Pete 
P. Trash discovered the band and was totally enthusiastic, 
and yeah, THE UNRELEASABLES (btw: great bandname) are 
quite cool. Reminds me of early primitive QUEERS, early 
ZODIAC KILLERS or LOU & THE CHONES. Fast and pissed off, 
but with a strong Poppunk-touch. Song titles like »l Wanna 
Kill Myself«, »My Old Man’s A Fat Fuck« and »Pop Punk« 
speak for themselves. What really sucks about this 7inch, is 
that there were obviously things going wrong in the master- 
ing-process or in the cutting. The first song on the A-side is 
enormously loud and causes problems with the needle on 
different record-players. The other songs are much too 
quiet but the B-side is reasonably acceptable. If I’d get 
something like this as a test-pressing, I would have definite- 
ly returned it to the pressing plant! (Bernd) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 
Narshardaa Singles Club 4x7” 

[Narshardaa] Great packaging: 4 full singles in a card- 
board-box, including poster and sticker. All the 7inches got 
colored vinyl, each one with full-sleeve and a mini-interview 
(in German). The nice illustrated sleeves show a big overall- 
picture if you put them all together. Well done! The bands 
deliver a good overview of the German DIY-scene in gen- 
eral. For the tough dudes we have THE NOW-DENIAL (green 
vinyl) and PLANKS (blue vinyl, with AFGHAN WHIGS cov- 
erversion), for the Punkrockers there are IDLE HANDS (yellow 
vinyl, with some of their best songs) and singing in German 
we have TREND (red vinyl). Awesome thing, with no draw- 
backs or filler material (even though I’m not the biggest 
TREND-fan), as seen so often in such singles clubs. Two bands 
have been defunct in the meantime, so here you can grab a 


few last recordings. (Bernd) 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 

Trouble in Mind 4 Way Covers split-7” 

[Trouble in Mind] Yeah, great artists on this one, a well 
deserved single of the month when it came out last year. 
Not officially available by the label’s mailorder, somehow 
the vinyl found a way to specialized record-geeks all over 
the world. Current highlights of the garagepunk league 
serve the hot stuff, four covers by four bands: A shining light 
of the »scene« with several releases in the bag is San 
Francisco’s TY SEGALL, who reworks BOB SEGER SYSTEM’S 
indestructible 1 968 anti-war message “2+2 = ?” with dis- 
tortion galore. Mebbe I still prefer the original, but Ty’s ver- 
sion is way better than most of the cover tracks you’re 
»allowed« to hear on countless other tribute albums. Next: 
Chicago’s COCOCOMA reanimate the WIPERS’ »Messenger«. 
Nice, ripping and sweet. WHITE WIRES from Ottawa present 
»That’s the Way A Woman ls«, once performed by the OHIO 
EXPRESS. Yeah, power-pop with echoes of ‘77 (or the 
immortal RAMONES). And finally CHARLIE & THE MOON- 
HEARTS (Weastcoast, too; simply MOONHEARTS on their 
recently issued fantastic longplayer on Tic Tac Totally) cele- 
brate LOVE’s classic »Seven & Seven ls«. They obviously can 
do no wrong and serve it just in a way you like it. White 
vinyl, download code and housed in a special-edition black 
& silver version of the classic Trouble In Mind factory sleeve 
(1000 copies) - what else can they do? (Petrosilius Frogg) 

VIVA L'AMERICAN DEATH RAY MUSIC 
Wrong Ways 7” 

[Disordered Records/Lo-Fi Records] Before they did their 
new full length »Miles of Smiles« on Mexican Summer 
records this kinda Memphis-All-Star band with members of 
several great bands including LIMES or HARLAN T BOBO 
released this beautiful 7inch on Italian labels Disordered 
Records and Lo-Fi Records. A-side has »Wrong Ways«, a 
super nice song with a nice guitar part at the beginning and 
a smashing drum part in the middle and end with great 
lyrics you’ll find yourself singing a long in no time — to me 
this record already is a winner with that song - this will 
make it on all my best-of 2010 lists!! Flip-side has VELVET 
UNDERGROUND-esque »Nothing«, great too!! And if you 
know Disordered Records you know how incredibly hard to 
get their releases are so you better hurry! Especially since 
there’s even a limited edition with a lathe cut 5inch record 


featuring songs by VLADR members Brendan Spengler as 
TELEDILDONICS5000 (some electronic, whispered, almost 
French-pop sounding song which reminds me of maybe 
LIMINANAS?) and on the flip Nicholas Ray himself doing 
»This is my life so far«, a sweet also VELVET UNDERGROUND- 
esque pop song about, well, his life so far. I’m a fan! You 
should be too! (Roman GG-Go) 

WHITE WIRES 

Pogo ‘til I puke tonight 7” 

[Ugly Pop] Canada’s Ugly Pop records is back in business 
with the »Pogo Til I Puke tonight« 7inch from the WHITE 
WIRES. Another awesome EP from Ottawa’s trio, this is prob- 
ably newly in my top five WHITE WIRES songs. Sweetly 
rhythmic and a sun-soaked garage-pop that will satisfy 
your ears. Two haunting memorable pop-punk songs that’ll 
leave you glad to be alive. These guys continue with their 
poppy sound, kind of a BEATLES meets the RAMONES thing. 
The WHITE WIRES sounds are infectious and one of my 
favourite bands! Here are two catchy songs (A: »Pogo ‘til I 
puke tonight« + B: »Don’t call me when you’re ill«) by three 
fun-loving Canadian pop-garage-punkers that will hopeful- 
ly win your heart, too. (Hartung) 

WOMEN IN PRISON 
Strange Wave 7” 

[HoZac Records] John Bondage aka Brian Nervous (FUNC- 
TIONAL BLACKOUTS) returns with a nasty piece of punk! Now 
this band really IS bad tempered - and fortunately for us 
they know what to do about it! Record a hard, fast almost 
oldschool-like punk record is the right thing to do when you’re 
not too happy... Reminds me of Ned Hayden’s ACTION 
SWINGERS in the early nineties - now this guy was in a bad 
mood back then. Anyway, it seems like HoZac develops a 
hang for these KBD-style punk bands: check out SPIDER FEVER 
also released there! My favourite track is »Strange Waves«, 
from three pissed-off songs this is the most straightforward, 
the others are almost playful compared to this. Almost, that 
is. HoZac calls this »real punk« and I’m inclined to admit 
that... Great record! (Roman GG-Go) 


REVIEWS: Other stuff... 


BANANAS MAGAZINE #2 

[bananasmagazine@gmail.com] Second issue of this 
garage punk rag from NYC, newspaper print, 48 pages 
crammed full of articles and interviews, this time with THE 
RANT0ULS, Floridas Dying Records, Dot Dash Tom, RUNAWAY 
SUNS, TWIN GUNS and more, a bit weird is the GO SINNER 
GO report and the thing on garage scene in Spain but well, 
great again is the second part of the Midnight Records 
interview, not to be missed! Write them for a copy, it’s free 
and I guess you just have to send some monies for postage! 
Go bananas! (gimp) 

CONSPIRACY OF OWLS 
s/t TAPE 

[Burger Records] Sometimes writing about music can be a 
tough quest! The Burger-chief Sean gave me this tape after 
we had a 1 0 minutes conversation about our favorite bands 
and just said: ‘You’re gonna like them!’ And yes, he was 
right. I do like the CONSPIRACY OF OWLS. But I cannot say, 
what I like about them or why. Some of the songs are three 
times as long as your average TeenPunk-Anthem, other have 
a guitar solo (I!) or synths and flutes... I never listened to 
PINK FLOYD but this is the way I’d expect they sounded way 
back in the 70ies. But there’s also quite a BEACH BOYS or 
John Lennon feel to some of the songs. Man, I’m clueless. Do 
yourself a favour, visit myspace.com/conspiracyofowls and 
listen to »Tower of Diamonds« or »The new me«. If you like 
what you hear, support them, alright. But don’t get an Owl- 
Tattoo. (Pacino) 

FANATICO FANZINE #7 

[A5, 56 pages, www.markyfanatico.de] Chuck Taylors on 
the front-cover ... you know what’s going on: it’s Poppunk 
and RAMONEScore mayhem in this all-German zine! There 
are also some CRKO-writers active at the Fanatico Fanzine, 
namely Pacino and Beppo Amaretto (and also a very old 
piece by myself about my old favorites GROOVIE GHOULIES). 
And we have the mastermind of course, my hero Marky 


Fanatico, whose incredible diary is the bee’s knees here. He 
is a lovely macho and Poppunk/Rot WeiB Oberhausen 
ultra, who is (if only half of this diary is true) constantly 
experiencing the most unbelievable things. I could wet my 
pants from laughter as I read this. This time Marky even 
does some serious talking, and he even speaks ... Poppunk 
blasphemy ... about politics and religion! The Marky-way, of 
course! The rest of the zine is cool, too: a long interview with 
the SENTIMENTS from Osnabruck (which is quite amusing if 
you know their drummer Andres personally), the DUMBS 
from Poland, RATCLIFFS from Austria, RIVERDALES (recycled 
in this issue of CRKO, thanx for that), a special on 
Bubblegum Attack Records and the previously mentioned 
story about the GROOVIE GHOULIES and with it an interview 
with Kepi. In addition the usual columns, reviews and show- 
reports. I really like reading this fanzine and I hope Marky 
will recover from the relegation of his soccer-team Rot WeiB 
Oberhausen and will do a new issue very soon. (Bernd) 

GAGA WEEKEND 2 

[2-DVD, Going Gaga] This double-DVD (limited to 200 
copies) is the documentary of the Gaga Weekend 2009. I 
don’t know if it’s a good comparison, but the Gaga 
Weekend can probably be described best as a small 
Canadian version of the Gonerfest. But the Gaga Weekend 
has a strong local character, because every band with sta- 
tus and reputation in and around Ottawa is on stage here: 
SEDATIVES (with bagpipe player), MOTHER'S CHILDREN, VIS- 
ITORS, HOLY COBRAS (with total freaky singer), URANIUM 
COMEBACK, YEAR ZERO, ZEBRASSIERES, WHITE WIRES, THE 
CREEPS, MILLION DOLLAR MARXISTS and many more. From 
Powerpop to Hardcore, everything is possible here! The 
filming was done pretty DIY and low-budget,of course, but 
therefore it’s very authentic (for example, the party-chaos 
at the STATUES-show is captured very good). On DVD no. 1, 
there’s a 45-minutes documentary of the event with many 
small interview snippets (note to myself: Best situation to 
interview people is when they are drunk and stuck in trash 


containers) and excerpts from the shows. DVD 2 has all the 
livesongs again, but without bla bla in between. In 201 1, 
the event is not longer called Gaga Weekend, but instead 
it's the Ottawa Explosion now. I hope I can go there some 
day ... (Bernd) 

RAZORCAKE #58 + #59 

[www.razorcake.org] I recently found 2 issues of the 
Razorcake in my post box, one of the leading US-zines. 
Nice thing! They do a review of the CRKO zero-issue, which 
is cool, even if it seems as if they didn’t notice that the CRKO 
had a vinyl-7inch with it. Well, whatever... There are hand- 
some guys like our favorite Canadian Dave Williams writ- 
ing for Razorcake, so you get hi-quality. Generally, you can 
find over a dozen columns and some very cool comics in 
each issue of the Razorcake, which I find quite impressive. 
There are also reviews of music, fanzines and books and of 
course interviews, which are often very long, even if the 
band is lesser known. I find this a very good thing, that’s 
what a fanzine should be all about! Not only the »bigger« 
bands get featured (backed up by a record-company that 
books ad-space) but also younger or unknown bands. Each 
Razorcake-issue features so many topics that I couldn’t even 
read them all. I hope I can catch up on that in the near 
future. The following articles/interviews are in the #58: 
John Lydon, HAMBURGER HELP ME, KREAMY LECTRIC SANTA, 
Mark Sultan (aka BBQ) and Richard »Stiff« Konwinski. In the 
#59 it is: Eric Davidson (NEW BOMB TURKS) about his book 
»We Never Learn« (see the review on these pages here, 
too), Mary Woronov (the actress playing Miss Togar in 
»Rock’n’Roll High School«, dream of my sleepless nights!), 
SICK SICK BIRDS and RUMSPRINGER. In both issues there is 
also a tremendous two-part (Hi)Story of the LA-Synthpunks 
NERVOUS GENDER. Great read, really! The only drawback 
on the Razorcake is (you know it from MRR) this terribly 
cheap thin paper. (Bernd) 
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REVIEWS: Other Stuff 


STANDARD ISSUE #11 

[Jensen_ben@hotmail.com ; 

www.standardissuemag.com] Cool zine outta Ottawa, con- 
centrating on Canada stuff of course, this time with punk 
bands CRITICAL CONVICTIONS, SEX CHURCH, SECRET POLICE, 

show reports, fun stuff and comics and the usual standards. 
But they got one thing wrong, this man in Vienna was NOT 
eaten to death by maggots, he died from pneumonia. Okey, 
the maggots nibbled on the poor guy but he was able to 
cope with that. Bad thing was that his live-in girlfriend (who 
was 27 years younger) had the windows opened night and 
day... But back to the zine, get this, it’s like with »BANANAS 
mag«, send them monies to cover the postage and they will 
surely send you a copy! (gimp) 

THE BEAT GOES ON 

[Calendar, Edition Observator, www.tbgo.de] I already 
reviewed the German version of this calender in the last 
issue in 2010. Now it’s 2011 and the guys at Edition 
Observator sent me the new version last December. And lis- 
ten up people: they’ve got a English version now! So, if 
you’re still a little bit old-fashioned like me and don’t let 
your whole life rule by your iPhone get your version of this 
calendar for 201 2! If you haven’t read the review in the last 
issue: this calendar is all about dead musicians. With every 
day of the year you get informations about famous (or not 
so famous) musicians who died the same day, including the 
cause of death. Here you get it all: drama, tragedy, the 
right sense of humor, and an endless supply of anecdotes 
for your next Smalltalk. It’s very cool! (Bernd) 

TRUST ZINE #146 

[A4, 2,50 Euro, www.trust-zine.de] Once again, a new issue 
of the longest-running German fanzine. Of course the lay- 
out is a total »Bleiwuste« again, as we say in Germany, 
total monotonous, not my cup of tea. Contents this time: 
there are interviews with the label Nois-O-Lution, SHELLAC, 
SAINT VITUS and a parallel discussion with Michael Rother 
(NEU! etc.) and Steve Shelley (SONIC YOUTH). The most inter- 
esting thing for me was the interview with the German 
Plastic Bomb Fanzine and also the horror-special was nice, 
although I’m not such a big nerd for that topic. Of course 
there are reviews of demos, zines (they like the CRKO, good 
boys) and records and especially in the record-reviews it is 
funny to search for some Squoodge-releases that got quite 
slain, which comes across as a little running-gag, haha. But 
the writers seemed to have absolutely no access to the 
music, a little pity for Squoodge... (Bernd) 

WAU Y LOS ARRRGHSIM 
Agachate y Mira Mi Corazon DVD 

[Slovenly] Yeah, the madman from Valencia! I love this 
chaotic bunch, and of course this DVD is absolutely chaotic, 
too. I was wondering a little bit that the movie has subtitles 
in dozens of languages, but as my girlfriend and I had 
watched it with German subtitles, we almost wet our pants 
laughing. Obviously only a few passages were put through 
the Google translator, the result is correspondingly cata- 
strophic, but it doesn’t lack of a certain humor. And because 
it was so funny. I’ll continue my review in Spanish now, with 
special thanks to the Google translator: La pelicula se 
declara como un documental de la banda, pero el todo es 
mas bien una extrana mezcla de videos en vivo, fragmen- 
ts de la entrevista, slapstick y WAU Y LOS ARRRGHS en 
todas las situaciones. Se observa cantante mas interesante 
Juanito, el hombre puede por si mismo hacer una pelicula. 
Se gira constantemente, habla como una cascada, que tiene 
una voz como Krusty The Clown despues de 2 fines de sem- 
ana de beber y tambien hace cosas permanente su solo 


vocal, en la que imita a solas toda una banda. 
Maravillosamente loco! Mientras tanto, tambien publico su 
primera 7inch, por favor, preste atencion a la revision aqui 
en este folleto. La imagen y el sonido de los DVD son tam- 
bien mas »autentico«, en consecuencia, los anarquistas 
espafioles fuerza por aqui un monument adecuado. Como 
beneficio adicional, hay un cpI. Liveset de Madrid. (Bernd) 

WE ARE PRETENTIOUS ASSHOLES #1 
Fanzine plus 7” 

[www.wearepretentiousassholes.blogspot.com] I thought I 
was the only one, but here’s another jerks who puts out a 
fanzine with a 7inch! Haha, hi-five dude!!! This zine is limit- 
ed to 100 copies and on the single you find GERM ATTAK, 
the spike-punks from Ottawa. 4 songs are on the platter: 
straight-forward powerful anti-establishment Punk, neat 
business. However, my single was glued to the zine, I was 
happy that I could save and play it. The magazine itself is 
copied, and unfortunately rather thin, only 24 pages. The 
subtitle is »A Punk Zine About Record Collecting« (which 
could be already thought of from the POISON IDEA reminis- 
cence in the zine-name) and on the cover it’s the mastermind 
of »We Are Pretentious Assholes« in the middle of his 
record collection. Funny, I actually own a few of those plat- 
ters myself, albeit I wouldn’t call myself a fanatical record 
collector. Besides of the usual drivel you’ll find 2 record 
shopping guides here (for Winnipeg and Kingston, espe- 
cially the Kingston report is amusing), an interview with Pink 
Eyes (FUCKED UP) about his collector-passion, some reviews 
and a best of 2009 list (the zine came out in May 2010). 
You can also download a mixtape at their blog page. 
Overall, this zine is more of a nerd-thing of course, but it has 
a witty writing style and good humor. Good thing! (Bernd) 

Eric Davidson 
WE NEVER LEARN 

[Book, 354 pages, incl. mp3 Download-code, Backbeat 
Books, www.backbeatbooks.com] So here it is, Eric 
Davidson’s book about underground punk from the nineties 
— he calls it Gunk Punk but it’s been also called garage 
punk, punk’n’roll, budget rock, lo-fi punk, whatever - you 
get the point: rock’n’roll that always somehow slipped 
underneath the radar of major success like all those sixties 
bands later collected in series like »Nuggets«, »Pebbles« or 
»Back from the Grave« or 70ies bands in )>Killed by Death« 
or »Bloodstains«. Eric starts with late eighties bands like A- 
BONES and CYNICS and ends with »neo-garage« stuff like 
THE HIVES and WHITE STRIPES and covers a lot of great 
bands in between like THE GORIES, DEVIL DOGS, DWARVES, 
OBLIVIANS, MUMMIES, SUPERCHARGER, GIBSON BROTHERS, 
JON SPENCER and many many more. But it’s not only about 
American bands but also about heroes from Japan (TEEN- 
GENERATE), Sweden (UNION CARBIDE PRODUCTIONS), 
Canada (SPACESHITS), UK (Billy Childish) or Spain (PLEA- 
SURE FUCKERS). So while NEW BOMB TURKS singer Davidson 
is also a trained journalist and writes for Village Voice or 
CMJ, this is not exactly a reference book that lists actual 
facts and explains relations and contexts of bands but 
rather a loose collection of anecdotes, reflections and inter- 
views. But these are interviews and anecdotes of people 
who’ve been there, people who’ve been in those bands or 
in labels like Sympathy for the Record Industry, Crypt, In the 
Red, Estrus, Rip-Off, Gearhead or Man’s Ruin - people who 
have got to tell something about a passion for rock’n’roll, 
DIY and the occasional drink too much. Which makes this 
book a fun read for people that are also into this kind of 
music, be it old record-collector nerds that love to reminisce 
about the old times or be it the young kids that are just 
starting to discover this music and want to know more about 


it. I enjoyed every single page of it, even the ones with 
grumpy old »everything is shit« Billy Childish and even 
though I’m not a native English speaker which makes some 
of those generously used metaphors a mystery to me. And 
actually I immediately started looking for those bands I 
haven’t heard of before — and isn’t that what writing about 
music is for? So now I’m waiting for a second book that starts 
off where the old one ended and tells about how those 
crappy »neo-garage« bands vanished after a short time 
and how myspace and facebook and blogs changed a lot 
about this music and introduces all those great new bands 
that sprung up in the last three or four years ... and maybe 
a compilation series similar to KBD that collects all those 
great bands from 1988-2001 like on that included down- 
load-coupon? Eric? (Roman GG-Go) 

YOUNG AND DISTORTED #6 Fanzine 

[A5, 2,- Euro, www.provinzpunk.at] I got the »Young & 
Distorted« from my favorite Austrian ‘the gimp’. Austria ... 
the country where hooligans hit each other in the face and 
bring complete soccer-stadiums under their control lately. 
What’s going on dear neighbors? Well, fortunately there 
are some cool people left in Austria: first in line ‘the gimp’, 
his secretary Mindy Hecht and of course Alex, who publish- 
es »Young & Distorted«. The zine has 64 xeroxed pages, 
the layout is done well, and it’s written in German. Featured 
bands: FRANKENSTYLE, OFFICER FRIENDLY (very long article, 
I didn’t know the band, but the interview is very interesting 
and goes far beyond the musical context) AGR0T0XIC0, a 
funny MODERN PETS tour diary. Other topics: the exhibition 
»Punk In Vienna« about the scene at the end of the 
70ies/early 80ies and the second part of a report on the 
same subject, suitable to a brief overview for recent compi- 
lations of old Austrian Punk »Es Chaos is die Botschaft!« and 
»De guade oide Zeit«. All very interesting, I think I have to 
get these compilations! More stuff: columns, short stories and 
reviews for fanzines, records and DVDs. The basic musical 
orientation of the zine seems more towards Oi!/Streetpunk, 
which is not really my cup of tea. But I really enjoyed it to 
read this issue, and I think that speaks for the good and 
interesting style of »Young & Distorted«. (Bernd) 
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By Beppo Amaretto (January 201 1) 

There once was a show of the psychobilly legends MAD SIN and the surf punks THE 
HAWAIIANS in Osnqbriick in 2003. After the concert Kamikaze label-boss Dan 
Cooper came to me to tell me about that cool band from Sweden named SONIC SURF 
CITY. He gave me a CD-compilation called »The Surfers That Came From The Cold« 
which contained 18 great SSC songs. Dan promised me that I would love them and 
of course he was absolutely right! How can you resist the charm of cool RAMONES 
guitars, surfy 60ies organs, croaking male leadvocals and a sugarsweet female 
voice? I always loved the BEACH BOYS, JAN AND DEAN, THE FANTASTIC BAGGYS and 
other artists from the surfin’ 60ies. This combination of punk rock and vocal surf 
knocked me off my feet right from the very first song. When I got the news that SSC 
will release another album in 2010 I was totally hopped up until I listened to it the 
first time in CRKO-editor Bernd’s living room. What can I say? They still know how 
to catch the waves and the ears of poppunk fanatics all around the world. Let’s talk 
to bass player Hot Rod to find out how it’s done to shoot the curl! 


Aloha! When did you form SSC and who was in the 
original line-up? 

SSC was formed in 1988 as a sideproject to the other 
bands we were in at the time. Ola and I were in group 
called SISTER JAMES and me and TeeTee were in 
another group called THE GREAT GYPSY ROCK- 
ERS. That was the original line-up, me, Ola and 
TeeTee. Nina Pasadena joined pretty soon after we 
formed. It wasn’t until 92 we started taking SSC a bit 
more serious than just a sideproject. 

Have there been any other bands that mixed punk 
and surf in the way you do before? Except of THE 
BARRACUDAS (who had only a few cool surf-pop- 
tunes) I couldn’t name a single one... 

Not that I know of. As you said THE BARRACU- 
DAS of course, they were a major influence, but we 
were into a lot of stuff. Bands like THE RAMONES, 
BLOND IE, PRIMITIVES, UNDERTONES were 
just as much an inspiration to us as well as more tra- 
ditional surf bands. BEACH BOYS, FANTASTIC 
BAGGYS, JAN AND DEAN, THE RIP CHORDS, 
THE FOUR SPEEDS etc... 

What can you tell us about the Swedish punk-scene 
during the 80ies? Any space for surf-nerds like you? 
Didn’t the punks beat you up when you started to 
sing about beach girls and R.P.M.s? 

Yeah! We got a following of fans right from the start. 
Punks, pop-nerds, surfers, you name it. They all 
seemed to dig what we were doing. There was never 
any real violence. Not that I can remember anyway. 

How many releases did you have during the first SSC 
period? 


» Let’s Go Surfin’ « 
(4- track - 7inch 
vinyl), » Beach Bop« 
(6-track - 12inch 
vinyl), » Surfin’ 

Santa« (7inch vinyl), 
»Sun, Sex £ n Fun« 
(8-track CD), all 
released on Ceilidh 
Productions. 

Why did you release 
your recordings 

on Ola’s own label? 
Was it a label he 
formed for SSC only, 
or have there been any other bands on it as well? 

No, It wasn’t formed for SSC. Ola had started 
Ceilidh Productions a few years earlier. There’s been 
many bands, many releases on the label. BRAIN- 
POOL, HAPPY DEAD MEN, BEAR QUARTET 
and COD LOVERS to name a few. 

01a also discovered the world-famous CARDIGANS. 

What’s the story? Have you been labelmates? 

THE CARDIGANS sent demos to Ceilidh 

Productions. They really wanted to be on the label. 
Ola obviously liked what they did and signed them. 
However, they never released anything on Ceilidh. 
Ola made himself quite a good deal signing them off 
to Trampoline Records (Polygram, later Universal) 
which he had started a collaboration with. 

Is it true that some of your stuff also has been 
released by a major label? 

We got signed to Trampoline Records around the 
same time as THE CARDIGANS. We released two 
full length albums, »Life’s A Beach« and »Surf 
Don’t Walk« plus a few singles and EP’s. 

What do you think about major deals? Curse or 
blessing? 

Curse and blessing in our case I guess. We weren’t 
exactly top priority on the label. There was never any 
real promotion around our releases and the contact 
with the label was somewhat difficult at times. The 
good thing was whenever we booked a studio we just 
sent them the bill and that’s always a problem with 
independent labels, there’s never any money. 

Why did you break up? 


We felt we’d taken it far as we could at the time and 
Ola had decided to move to San Diego. It was a deci- 
sion we all agreed on. There were no hard feelings or 
fights or anything like that. It felt like the right thing 
to do. 

There were two great compilations including most of 
your released recordings. How did you get in contact 
with No Tomorrow Records? 

As I can remember they contacted us. They wanted a 
license deal. 

Do you know the HAWAII MUD BOMBERS? Their con- 
cept seems very similar to yours. Surf meets punk 
meets female backing vocals, you know? 

Yeah we’ve met a few times over the years. Nice guys, 
but some of their stuff is just a little bit too much I 
think. It’s a bit like stealing from the thieves if you 
know what I mean. 

Isn’t it hard to write so many summer-surf-tunes 
without using the same phrases again and again? 

I thought that was what we did or what we’re doing 
hahaha... 

Did anyone of you ever ride a real surfboard? 

Hahahaha ... we can barely swim. When Ola lived in 
San Diego he used to drive around with a surfboard 
in the back of his car, but I don’t think he actually 
tried to use it. He was just trying to pick up chicks. 

What made you think about a comeback? 

We got invited to appear on ‘The Wipe Out 
Weekend Festival’ in Calella, Spain in 2004. That 
was the beginning of it, even though no one thought 
about a permanent reunion at that time. After that 
we did a few more festival shows in Sweden. With 
myspace and internet a whole new generation of fans 
had discovered us. No Tomorrow and Vivid Sound 
in Japan released compilation albums of our stuff, 
other bands covered our songs. It feels really good to 
be back and I think we’re way better than ever before. 

Who are SSC today? 

The original line-up and the new recruit Johan a.k.a. 
Sweet Cheeks. 

How did the songs for the new album »Pororoca« 
come into being? Did you start writing after the 
reunion or have they been written over the years 
after the break-up? 
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No, we didn’t start writing new material right away. 
It took a while for us to get things together, there 
were a lot of things that needed to be sorted out. At 
first it was just me, Ola and TeeTee. Then we found 
Johan and things started to fall into place. The first 
new song we wrote was »Vote For Summer« for the 
split CD with FAST FOOD, released on Rumble 
Records in September 2009. The majority of the 
songs on »Pororoca« were written inbetween 
November 2009 - May 2010. 

The production of your new record sounds more pro- 
fessional than your older stuff. Did you try new 
ways of producing/recording? 

Not really. We did it pretty much in the same way 
we’ve done in the past. We record the drums and 
bass, using as many first takes as possible. No click- 
tracks. Then we just take it from there. Guitars, 
vocals, backing vocals etc... Our engineer Peter 
Samuelsson also did a great job recording and mixing 
the album. He’s got a big part in the production and 
the way it came out. 

Isn’t the sound also a bit more harder? More punk 
- less pop? Or is it just in my imagination - because 
I miss the female backing vocals and the organ...? 

That’s how we sound live, and that is what we are 


really ... a punk band. 

Why don’t you have a female singer anymore? Fed 
up with female mood changes? 

Why make things harder than it has to be. We still 
use female vocals on the records, but there will never 
be a girl in SSC again. 

Are there any bands who mention you as one of 
their influences? 

Yeah, quite a lot actually. Can’t remember any 
names, but we keep getting mails from all over the 
world saying we’ve been an inspiration and influ- 
ence. 

Please give a comment on the following bands: PSY- 
CHOTIC YOUTH 

Great band, great guys. We did a few gigs together 
back then. 

SURFIN LUNGS 

I love their album »The Beach Will Never Die«. 

THE YUM YUMS 

Marten, the lead singer is a great fan of SSC. His girl- 
friend, Caroline Andersen who is a famous pornstar, 
used our version of » Let’s Make Love« in her latest 



By Mindy Hecht (January 201 1) 


Not many band these days do anything that impresses me. Everybody plays 
real cool jangle pop that blows but brings monies cause you can play hipster 
clubs and fashion parties, or they start trying to be the next big thing that gets 
signed on Vice, Sub Pop or In The Red and bootlick bloggers and online zine 
»music critics« the get a feature or sumthing... Boring! But up in the beautiful 
city of Braunschweig/Germany, there is a band that is in no way influenced by 
all these modern sounds. That band is DIE ERSTEN MENSCHEN and the put out 
an album that pushes Garage Punk back 50 years or so. We are talkin’ bout 
»raw« sounds, music that kids like you know from hit collections like the ones 
Crypt Records put out. No wonder that Tim Warren, sound wizard and music 
connoisseur, polished this masterpiece to make it not sound too rough for your 
baby ears. You should really try it, but atten-shun, its hot. 0k, here’s the inter- 


view... 

Hey! Sorry, I don’t really know who you are so we 
gotta do a lot of serious questions... So... Who are 
DIE ERSTEN MENSCHEN? Please state name, instru- 
ment and favorite snack food! 

Joe: DIE ERSTEN MENSCHEN is a band from 
Germany. Its name is DIE ERSTEN MENSCHEN, 
it plays bass, drums, and a guitar. It was raised on 
knuckle sandwiches. 

Some say you play 60ies Garage Punk, so what kind 
of 60ies punkers are you, do you wear sneakers or 
beatle boots? 


Ben: We usually wear 
sneakers over our chelsea- 
boots because those fuck- 
ers tend to get holes quick- 
ly and we can’t afford to go 
out for new ones all the 
time. 

Mirko: Seriously, how 
often do you really look at 
a man’s shoes? Andy 
crawled to freedom 
through five hundred 
yards of shit smelling foul- 
ness I can’t even imagine. 
What was the question 
again? 

Did you start the band 
with this line-up? Have 
you been in other bands 
before? 

Ben: Each one of us had or 
has at least 30 bands going, 
LES ASPIRATEURS and 
BIKES to name two of 
them, and yes, DIE 
ERSTEN MENSCHEN 
started with this line-up. 

Mirko: It is the only line-up 
there ever was and ever 
will be. 

KISS got their name by randomly searching in the 
dictionary, how did you arrive at your handle? 

Ben: Very fine, thank you. 

Joe: I got my first kiss in a library. 

You created some buzz about two years ago, how 
come it took so much time until you finally did this 
debut record? 

Mirko: Two years. Man. Are you sure? 


x-film » Caroline’s Birthday Party « ... cool. 

VILLAGE PEOPLE 

Dancing to »Y.M.C.A« at school discos. 

How was the Germany tour 2010? Was it your first 
Tour in Deutschland? 

Yep! First time. It was great most of the time. The 
local promotors were great. The people who came to 
see the shows were great. Hope to be back in 201 1. 

Have you toured any other countries since your 
reunion? 

Except for Germany ... Spain, Holland and 
Switzerland. 

Any plans for 2011? 

We’ve got a few new songs written. Hopefully there 
will be a new album 2011. So far, we’re planning to 
release another single from »Pororoca«. There’s a 
lot of things going on at the moment. Ask me again 
in a couple of months and I hope I can tell you more. 

Thank you! 


www.sonicsurfcity.com 


Ben: Everybody had other things on their minds for 
a while, and we lived in different cities... then we 
made some bad recordings and didn’t want to put 
out something shitty - and sometimes we were just 
plain lazy. All in all, that was a pretty foolproof strat- 
egy to get nothing done. 

Normally bands do some shows, record demos, 
maybe release a 7inch or two and then think of a 
full length. DIE ERSTEN MENSCHEN are quite differ- 
ent to that, besides of very rare live appearances 
you did a full length and skipped the 7inch... any 
reason for that? 

Ben: We wrote a lot of songs in a very short time in 
early 2007 that all fit together well so we wanted to 
try and do an LP. 

Joe: My record player only plays 33 rpm. 

Ben: Pretty early on, there were plans to do a 7inch 
on Fin Du Monde, though. Looks like this will very 
soon come out as a special kind of weird flexi... I 
hope it’s true. 

Do you also take part in the »scene«? I mean do you 
go to shows, are you doing DJ sets, buy records of 
new bands, write for magazines etc? 

Mirko: All of that, and even more. I love the scene. I 
wish it would love me, too. Do you love me? 

Joe: Sometimes I go see a show, sometimes I buy a 
record, sometimes I sell pills at parties. 

I never saw you play live, would you say you put on 
a »wild« live show? Are you talking/hassling with 
the audfence? 

Mirko: We present the craziest and most education- 
al wildlife show ever seen. After seeing the show you 
will be talking about it, too. Our goal is to provide a 
home for exotic animals that people are no longer 
able to care for, and to educate the public. 

Joe: I don’t think we’ve done anything wild on stage, 
yet. We just try to play our songs and get on with the 
drinking. And that’s when some hassles happened, 
yes. 
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Any advice for people coming to your show? 

Mirko: I would advise everyone to always eat before 
going to a show, otherwise you end up bloated and 
miserable. You will feel trim and awake and watch 
everyone else start belching, tooting and dropping 
like flies. 

Ben: Yeah, that. 

Please name three bands that my come to mind if 
people listen to your new record... 

Ben: Goblin, and Cascada. 

Mirko: That’s a tricky one, but yes, you’re right. 

Do your girlfriends like the music you are makin or 
do they think you are just wasting your time? 

Joe: Usually they like the music and think I’m wast- 
ing my time. They say stuff like, »play more shows 


already, I don’t wanna go back to the Africa.. .« 

Ben: The girls are fine with what we’re doing. 

What’s the plan for 2011, is there any tour sched- 
uled? Is there any band you would want to tour 
with? 

Mirko: We’ve made a list of forty bands we’d like to 
tour with. But, it is better to discuss things, to argue 
and engage in polemics than make perfidious plans 
of mutual destruction. 

Ben: We’ll probably play some shows. And we have 
some songs left we’d like to have released, so maybe 
there’s another LP coming around 2020. 

All pix here by Christian Kock (diegoldenehor.de) 



www.myspace.com/dieerstenmenschen 
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some things in my private life. What did I do? I fucked it up and as a 
resu t some things got a little bit out of hand. But I will definitely do it 
this time. And maybe this might take more than 1-2 months cuz I have 
to be carefiil that the zine doesn’t take over my life. Don’t get me 
wrong, it s still cool to do this, and I’m happy that CRKO #2 is finally 
nished. But the next issue will definitely not come out before 2012. 
ecause I need my time to do this and because I’ve got the impression 
that one issue a year is enough to feed people’s interest. Therefore I 
don t wanna do big forecasts for CRKO #3: it will be packed with 
superior music again and of course we’ll continue with the Canada- 
special. And yeah, the 7inch is already fixed, too! A supercool band 
from Canada but ... har har ... I won’t tell you which! Look forward to 
i and stay tuned at our blog-page (www.crko-thh.blogspot.com) and 
our Pacebook (www.facebook.com/crkofanzine). Please note: I think 
I will erase my 2 old myspace-pages soon, so please don’t use those 
to contact me. 

And now? C’mon, grab the TOYOTAS-7inch you got with this 
issue of the Corporate Rock Knockout’, dance craze and read 
the interview with those cool boys on the following pages! 

Last but not least: thanks to all the people who helped me 
in one or the other way and thanks to you for reading. See 
ya next time and drop me a line if you’ve got something to 
say. And: Fuck off to all idiots out there! 


time to answer both, but an illegal parker wanted to sue me lately for 
the friendly note I placed at his front screen, so maybe I get incarcara- 
ted, too, haha... Stupid thing: my dentist made a diagnosis that I’m 
grinding my teeth from stress. Well, maybe I really have to quit my job, 
quit the zine, quit Punkrock, and lock myself in my room just to read 
good books, watch interesting DVDs and listen to nice records for 1 or 
2 years. What a wonderful imagination! Fuck social life! 

But well, back to more realistic things: the zine you hold in your 
hands! I don’t think that me and the writers fucked up too much, even 
though I wanted some more things in this issue. Maybe next time... Of 
course the worst thing were the reviews, cuz due to my lack of self- 
discipline I don’t write them constantly over weeks and months. I just 
wait until there’s no time left to write them all under goddamn pressu- 
re. Fuck me! But you get some new things here, like the Heavy-Metal- 
Rip-Out-pages and the Newcomer-radar. Love it or hate it! These are 
80 pages packed with good music and you should check out every 
band we interviewed and we liked in the review-section. Booya! 

Oh, and if you are interested in writing or you wanna help us with 
distributing this magic moment in music-press-history: just check the 
imprint for the e-mail and drop us a line! 

If you read the last issue maybe you remember that I was sporting a 
fancy moustache there. This time I thought it was time for a » Punks 
with guns« shot! Dangerous, huh?! Enemies beware, don’t mess with 
Emsland! And maybe you also remember what I wrote in the last 
issue? I wanted to take 1-2 months off from the zine, just to organize 




THE TOYOTAS 



Howdy TOYOTAS! The last interview I did with 
you guys was in 2007 for the Ox Fanzine. Did 
you all finish your academic studies since 
then? Anyone of you with a PhD? Can I classi- 
fy the TOYOTAS as a smart band right now? 

Daniel: Yes, post-graduate, underpaid, unem- 
ployed. But at the same time outstandingly 
smart indeed. Apart from the latter we are a 
seemingly common German punk rock band. 

Toby: In German academic life a PhD is not 
worth a buck. You ought to be Prof. Dr. Dr. h. 
c. mult, at the minimum. 

Kalle: I don t care about academic degrees and 
the effect on my account! 

Besides of all those education-things: How 
was life for the TOYOTAS since then? Already 
got some sponsoring offers from the Toyota 
company? Or got sued by them? 

Toby: Hey listen, we named the band after the 
city of Toyota. It’s not our mistake that a small 
firm producing toy cars had the same idea. 

Daniel: To be honest, we’ve always been trying 
hard to underachieve in concerts and record- 
ings to maintain a low profile in order not to be 
discovered by the Toyota company. I’m afraid, 
however, it won’t be working out like this any 
longer. We’re finding it increasingly hard to 
hide our all too high talents and most probably 
somebody will tell on us soon. 

Kalle: We’ll see how history plays, there’s still a 
small chance to outlive the compa- 
ny... something like survival of the fittest?! 
Hehe. 


One of the changes I got aware of, was that 
Daniel moved from Germany to Spain. How 
come? In what city have you been? And will 
you stay there or come back to Germany? 

Daniel: I decided to go to Madrid some three 
years ago to live with my girlfriend, who is 
Spanish. Even though I’ve never been regretful 
at all about moving there it now looks like I’ll 
be back in Germany this spring . . . which sucks ! 
Well, good for our band, though ... 

Toby: Yeah, it was no fun rehearsing without 
guitars. 

Do Kalle and Toby still live in Germany? Was 
it hard to keep the TOYOTAS going when 
Daniel was in Spain? And how will you keep 
things up in the future? 

Daniel: Yes, three cities, two countries. For 
sure it’s been fairly hard to keep it all up. We 
only got to play a handful of shows over the 
past two years. However, we managed to be 
comparatively productive. I would record 
loads of demos on my computer and send 
them to Germany by email. That’s how we pre- 
pared ourselves for our latest recordings and it 
turned out to work utterly well. 

Kalle: I am quite curious! It could have been 
the magic of being apart, so there might be also 
a risk being stuck together again. However, 
talking for Daniel and myself, we’re going back 
to the roots of childhood. That’s how we start- 
ed, living in one hood, almost being neigh- 
bours again. This could be the chance to estab- 
lish even more outstanding work. 


Daniel, how was/is living in Spain? You 
already told me great things about food like 
»palmera de chocolates but are there any sto- 
ries to tell about the Spanish Punkrock-scene? 
Any great anecdotes?!? 

Daniel: Well, to begin with, in terms of music 
culture Madrid is an amazing place to be. 
People are extremely passionate about the 
whole thing and at the same time they display 
very hedonistic character traits. Parties hardly 
ever end before 6 or 7 in the morning and 
» going for a walk« means as much as » going 
to the bars to have beers and not return before 
long«. Plus, there is a remarkably high number 
of good bars and clubs playing good music. 
Generally speaking, however, I can’t consider 
any place in the world I’ve so far been to as per- 
fect. And certainly, Spain also has its draw- 
backs. Particularly, regarding young people 
who try to earn a living. »Palmera de choco- 
late «, by the way, haha, is a Spanish cake simi- 
lar to the German Schweineohr, albeit entirely 
covered with a thick layer of chocolate. I can’t 
think of anything better on a Sunday morning 
while suffering the most dreadful hangover 
ever. 

Toby: Do not forget Oixata, a nice soft drink 
from Valencia, to which we dedicated a song 
on our »We can’t dance«-7inch. 

Daniel: True! Try Horchata with your schwei- 
neohren, out there! You’ll be thrilled! 

Not long ago I read a fact about Spain: It’s the 
country with the biggest per-capita consump- 
tion of cocaine in Europe! Is Daniel responsi- 
ble for that? 
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Daniel: Unfortunately, yes, I am. I can’t 
remember how many times I’ve told them it 
was a bad thing. Like »very, very bad«, and 
»not good and unhealthy« and »really not 
good at all«. But I’ve always been lacking in 
persuasive skills. Those people just wouldn’t 
listen to me. 

Kalle: Bernd, stop believing in everything you 
read, that’s all I recommend. 

Hey, I expect every reader to believe every- 
thing that is written in this zine, too! So don’t 
bother me! Back to topic: Did you play shows 
with the TOYOTAS in Spain while Daniel was 
living over there? 

Daniel: We’ve played Valencia and Madrid 
twice, and will be back for Easter playing four 
shows, including the amazing ‘Freakland 
Festival’ close to Leon, in the north of Spain. 

Toby: I liked the Madrid based La Buena Bar 
most. Great location, great people, but crappy 
sound . . . 

I know that Daniel played in other 
bands/projects in Spain, can you name them 
for us? Did those bands do some releases or 
are there releases to come? 

Daniel: I used to play in a band called MANO 
DE MONO, but Justin our singer, who also is 
in the CLOROX GIRLS and SUSPECT 
PARTS, went back to the United States. So we 
split up and continued under a different name, 
which is SIERRA LEONA. We sound like a 
mixture of early THE CURE and something 
more straight forward like the HEX DIS- 
PENSERS. There should be a 7inch out soon. 
Besides, I’m in a two piece with my girlfriend 
called THE MONDAYS AFTER. We play raw 
and coarse pop songs. 

Another thing most people know about, is that 
Daniel is no longer in DEAN DIRG. When did 
that era end? Did you quit because you went 
to Spain or did they kick you out for other rea- 
sons? Any bad blood between Daniel and 
DEAN DIRG? 

Daniel: I know my snoring would cause them 
sleepless nights and drive them nuts, hahaha. 
Seriously speaking, I left subsequently to the 
band’s first tour in the United States, owing to 
my removal, yes. That was the only reason for 
my leaving. I’m very grateful I was part of this 
band for such a long time and I appreciate all 
the things we experienced together an awful 
lot. Bad blood between us is the least thing I 
would want. 

By the way... are Kalle and Toby pissed, if 
interviews like this one go the »Daniel and 
DEAN DIRG bla bla« direction? 

Toby: Maybe in the past we were. But things 
have changed a little and people normally 
don’t talk to us much about that any more. 

Kalle: I Ve learned to make a difference, I don’t 
really care if they mention DEAN DIRG in our 
interviews. I just think it’s mostly a matter of 


lacking knowledge, for example as people 
name our work as a side project, even though 
the friendship of Daniel and myself has been 
the start in music for the both of us. We’ve 
been working together before, meanwhile and 
even after DEAN DIRG. That’s all that mat- 
ters to me. 

Okay, I’ll continue with TOYOTAS-related 
questions, I promise! For this issue of the 
‘Corporate Rock Knockout’ the TOYOTAS deliv- 
er the Vinyl-EP and I’m totally thrilled you do 
that, thanx a lot!!! Where did you record the 
songs? Daniel told me a few weeks ago that 
you want to record in a special studio, that is 
kinda expensive and stuff... 

Toby: Yeah! So where’s the fuckin’ cash, Bernd? 

Daniel: Well, it’s been slightly more expensive 
than those studios we used to record in previ- 
ously. But not really worth mentioning. It’s just 
that, I had never walked out of any recording 
studio being completely satisfied with the final 
results. This time, however, we’ve come really 
close. Jochen of Cologne 203 Studios did a 
great job and surprisingly, we didn’t play that 
badly, either. The result’s fantastic and will 
knock many of you out, I suppose. 

Kalle: Sorry to say, but we’re not talking about 
some sort of special or even expensive, and 
stuff... let’s name it simply professional. Ok, 
there has been the symphony orchestra on our 
back, it would have been just a clap and they 
would have given their support, but hey that’s 
all... go figure! 

At the time we are doing this interview I don’t 
know the new songs, so the CRKO-readers will 
have the advantage to just grab the 7inch to 
actually listen to your new music! Will the new 
songs take another musical direction, com- 
pared to older TOYOTAS-releases? Daniel told 
me weird things at your last show, about com- 
plex chord changes and stuff... 

Kalle: I think it’s always a must to develop new 
progresses in music. Otherwise it wouldn’t be 
that much fun or creativity that keeps me 
going. Next to that it’s always up to you, people 
who listen, who make up their own mind of 
who we are or who we become. 

Daniel: Hahaha, what I 
told you was neither 
complex nor special nor 
nothing, but all too sim- 
ple instead, Bernd. It’s 
just you didn’t get it. 

Which, of course, was 
only for your drinking 
that night, I guess. 

Hahaha. Or was it for my 
drinking? Seriously, I 
think we’ve become 
quite an ok band recent- 
ly, mixing garage punk 
and pop music. But it’s 
still a blast straight into 
all your faces. It’s just 


that it sounds a little better now. 

Ah okay... due to the fact that I ended up at a 
Powerviolence show that night it must’ve been 
my drinking, haha. But well... I think a 7inch 
with the CRKO is a big step for the TOYOTAS 
towards world-domination, but do you have 
any more secret plans for the future? More 
releases or maybe a new full-length album? 
More livegigs and touring? 

Daniel: We’ll start working on the next full- 
length album asap, that’s for sure. We’d like to 
record it by the end of 2011. And yes, there’ll 
be significantly more touring in 2011. 
Definitely, we’ll be touring in Italy and Spain 
this April. Plus, there should be gigs all around 
Germany, the Netherlands and England 
maybe, as well. We’ll see. It’s weird. Even 
though this band’s been together for quite a 
considerable amount of time, we’ve never had 
the chance to really focus on it, to prioritise it, 
since there have always been other obligations. 
The truth is the outer world hasn’t even really 
got to know us yet. We’ll be blowing your 
minds throughout the next years. 

You did videos for »Run-Down Cities« and »l 
can’t dance« in the past, is that right? Who 
did those videos and do you plan more stuff 
like that to feed the web-2. 0-social-communi- 
ty-kiddos? 

Kalle: Simple to say, Daniel comes up with the 
hits, a demo, first ideas and inspiration, Toby 
realizes the graphic output, talking about cov- 
ers, posters etc. and last but not least I am tak- 
ing care of the videos, editing and arranging the 
fitting picture to sum things up. Of course this 
is a running circle, means there’s always more 
to come. Just stay tuned. 

Talking about playing live before: I always 
see you play in Munster - is it a Munster- 
related habit of your bassplayer to spit in the 
audience or is he performing this nice mani- 
fest of sympathy in other towns, too? 

Toby: It’s just a bad habit I formed while I was 
playing with THE ASTRO ZOMBIES about 
15 years ago. But maybe there’s also an inti- 
mate correlation between your attending and 
my spitting, Bernd??? Hahaha. We will check it 
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out in Oberhausen, if you’re showing up. 
[Note of the editor - I’ve been to that 
Oberhausen-show, nothing happened; except 
of seeing a good show and drinking too many 
beers...] Anyway, the infamous Litty just attest- 
ed to me that I am housetrained. You can’t 
imagine what this means to me, because you 
haven’t seen his flat! 

Daniel: I didn’t know Toby would do that. I’m 
so shocked. I’ll see which measures there are 
we can take. Plus, of course, everybody con- 
cerned must be reimbursed. 

Kalle: This habit is one of the most disgusting 
things I’ve come to experience, remembering 
Leipzig. Toby even managed to spit all the way 
up to the ceiling, where his salivary juice ran 
down a pipe just to end up in his mouth again. 
Talking about a returning nightmare ... you’ll 
never get rid of this picture in your mind. 

Daniel and Kalle also do the side-project 
JOHNNY NOTEBOOK - is this just you two, or 
are there other people involved? What is the 
difference to the TOYOTAS? Why did you have 
to start a side-project, wouldn’t the songs 
work in TOYOTAS-style? 

Daniel: Basically, JOHNNY NOTEBOOK has 
always been about spending time in the 
rehearsal room instead of watching telly. Don’t 
get me wrong, wasting long hours in front of 
the TV set is certainly something worthy to do. 
But my TV was broken. So JOHNNY NOTE- 
BOOK came into existence. And it’s essential- 
ly different from the TOYOTAS indeed. The 
idea is different. It’s rather about making use of 
everything available in the rehearsal room 
which lends itself to our taste of music and try- 
ing to get the very best out of it. Needless to 
say, our rehearsal room has always been very 
badly equipped. It’s weird. Some people may 
call what we did »being creative «, but I don’t 
give a crap about that. All we’ve been doing is 
messing about and stealing riffs from other 


bands. That’s something everybody who plays 
in a band should do. Whatever. The final out- 
come of a series of sessions is an analogue 4- 
track-recording of straight forward, up-beat 
punk rock songs based on electronic drums, 
electric guitars, 90s casio sounds and melodic 
two-part voices. Seriously speaking, those 
songs are by far both the best and most original 
ones I’ve ever recorded with any band. Even if 
they’re dull and not special at all. 

Kalle: Yeah, I think it would be desirable to 
keep JOHNNY NOTEBOOK in our hands, 
keeping the look of a two men show, but still 
open for other artist to join in here and there. 

Any releases planned for JOHNNY NOTE- 
BOOK? And are there more side-projects of 
TOYOTAS-members we should know about? 

Daniel: There will be a JOHNNY NOTE- 
BOOK lOinch out on London-based No 


Front Teeth Records in early 2011. 

One of the leading articles in this issue of the 
CRKO will be Punkrock and DIY-music in 
Canada. What do you think of Canadian 
bands, any favorites or insider tips from the 
TOYOTAS? Or are there certain Canadian 
labels you like? 

Toby: THE STATUES are amazing, but as you 
are publishing their tour reports, I guess I’m 
preaching to the choir. Our boss, Peter from 
P.Trash Records, is planning to do some label 
cooperation with their singer/guitarist Rob 
Seaton. But I can’t rule out the possibility, that 
Peter and Rob were just telling crap, in order to 
get rid of me. After a gig I was annoying them 
to release the » Killed by Radio Trash«-7inch, 
on which the TOYOTAS are messing up 
» Small Talk« by the REDUCERS. By the 
way, Radio 81 Records from Montreal co- 
released our »Run Down Cities«-7inch back 
in 2007, which was a nice thing of them to do. 
Unfortunately they are not very busy at the 
moment. 

Okay, that’s it from my side! Thanx again for 
the great 7inches of vinyl! If you’ve got some 
last words you can leave them here! 

Toby: I am NOT interested in football any- 
more. 

Daniel: Which is mainly because Toby’s 
Borussia are getting relegated whereas mine 
and Kalle’s are heading for the league title, 
hehehehe. 

Kalle: Hey Toby keep up with your Borussia 
since they don’t have much in mind anymore 
with football either. No serious, thanx for the 
interview Bernd. Peter - great shit to produce 
the fourth record by now! 

www.thetoyotas.com 

All pix in this article by Christian Kock 
(www.diegoldenehor.de), except where noted. 






